ISLAND

No ﬁwth:'- Bow busy Santa is he finds
it pays by resd The Guardian,

i

ot on s

‘ There is no better or mare graphic des-
: cription of the l’cslivi\h? of Christmas
| Eve than that by Sir Walter Scott,
"‘0, Christmas Eve the l.lk]ls were n;ug:
On Christmas Eve the Mass was sung;
That only night, in all the year,

Saw the stoled prigst the chalice rear.
The glamsel donned her Kirtle sieen;
The hall was dressed with holly green.
Forth to the wood did merry men g0

To gather in the wmistletoe,

Theu opened wide the baron's ball

To vassal, ténant, self pud all,

Power laid his rod of rule aside

And ceremony deffed his'pride,

The heir, with roses in his shoes,

All hailed. witls nneontrofled delight,

And general voice the happy night

That to the cottage as the crown,

Brought tidings of salvation down !

The fire, with well dried logs supplied,

Went roaring up the chitiney wide;

The huge hall-table’s oaken face'

Scrubbed till it shone, the day to grace.

Bore then upon its massive board

No mark to part the squire and Lord,

Then was brought in the Justy brawn’

By old blue-coated servant man;

Then the grim boar's heéad frowned on
frigh,

Crested  with bays and rogematy.

Well can the green g:nrbé;i ranger tell;

What dogs before his death he tore,

Aud all the baiting of the boar,

That night might village partner choose, |

| Plum porridge stood, antl Christmas pye;
| Nor failed Old Scotland to produce,
At such high tide her savoury goose.

ale,

‘There the huge sifloin reeked \: hard by

year.”

Then came the merry maskers in

And carols roared with blithesome din;
If unmelodious was the song,

It was a hearty note and strong,

Who lists may in their mamming see
Traces of ancient mystery.

| White shirts supplied the masquerade

| And smutted cheeks the visors maude.

| But, oh ! what maskers, richly dight,
Can boast of bosoms half so light.
England was Merry England, when

Old Christmas brougnt his sports again,'
“*Tyas. Christmas Lroaclied the mightiest

“Fwias Christmas told the merriest tale:
A Cliristinas gambol oft could cheer
The'poor man’s heart through half the
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“Home With the Children’’— 1he Poirier Family.

#\‘ Most people would far 1a her

- Durifen Christmas

During the Commonwealth, when puri

the,
(

| tanical feelings held iron sway over
rulers of the land, and rode rumpent in {
high places, many slrong attenipls  were |
wiade to put down what they were pleased &
| to te rm superstiticus festivals, and 1'
| amongst these was that of Christmas Day. ;
So determined was the Puritan parly lu’
sweep away all vestiges of cvil crecds and |
evil deeds, that they were résolved 10}
| make one grand attempt upon the times|
| honourel scason of Christmas, T h e [
Holly and the Mistletoe-bough were (o be |
Wi cut up root ond branch, as plants of the ‘

Evil One. Cakes and :1: were leld to

— | bg impiouslibations to superstition; and
of it.

REFLLECTIONS

week-

the Roundheads would have 1 one

Accordingly, we learn that, in the year
Beware of the meek wan, for

1647, the Cromwell p arty orlered|
throughout the principal towns and cit'es |
i

of the country, by the mouth of the

A good way to make money is nob L0 oy mon erier, that Christmas Day should

lose it.—New York Prees. | no longer be observed—it being a sup

The man who doesn't want what he | erstitious and hurtful custom; and that
hasn’t got, has ull he waots und is|jp place thercof, and the more effectually
| happy.-Chicago News, to work a change, markets shouln be held

The golden calt will alwaysbe wn

L  on the 25th day of December,
shipped, tho it weara tail like a monkey

A 4 i This was attacking the people, especi-
the ears of ' an  ags.—~Amcrican Ma 2
ke ally thie country folks, in their most seusi
gazine,

A broken hemt Is nob what

| eracked up vo be.—~The Bobhewian.

tiyeipart. It was hardly to be expected

1 s .
that they would quictly submit to such a
bereavenient; nor did they, as the still-
exigting **News-letters”

ply lestify:

listen
i to ‘undeserved praise than to wuited of those days am
| ;

{ eriticism,~ Chicago News.
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ven Santa Clans must bave 8 -Gaar-
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