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lrrin;_rmnl' feathery bamboos, while every-
where is  the singing of birds and the
soothing cry of the wood pigeon.

Beyond the garden isg the park, which
has a peculiarly personal interest. From s
his mother the King has inherited i taste y
for memorial trees, and the illustrious
guests at’ Sandringham have not often
escaped  without being asked to plant
one. At the base of each is an iron
label carrying an inscription that de-
ceribes the kind of tree and. tells who
planted it. To enumerate them would
be a tedious task to perform, for from the
Kaiser and the Czar downwards there
is scarcely an European potentate of
importance who has not growing in
Sandringham Park a tree planted with
his own hands.

His Mn,iest'y‘s d‘_-,liuht wheu at Sand-
ringham 18 to visit his fTarm. As soon as
h s correspondence is finished lie hastens
away from his house across the parks to
the kennels and studs, taking visitors
with him when he can persuade them to
join him,

His Majesty is a farmer in the true §
sense of the world, as distinguished. from
the ownerof an estate upon which there
are farms. Indeed the King, ‘Whose
training has been essentially that. of an ?
English country gentléman, takes the |
liveliest personal interest in every detail
connected with his land, himself marking
= out trees to be felled and dirgeting where
a— others should be plantéd,and superigitend-
ing the choice of stocks, and all questions
that have to do with the carrying onof the
landsand farm. It is a wonderful farm, i
for nowhere else is so much high-bred
stock to be seen upon the same aréa.

The Queen's model dairy is a place
where she and her daughters have ‘spent
many delightful bours in the mysteries of
butter-making. Also there are technical
schools on the estate and a village
sclub. The latter was founded by the
KKing for the henefit of the villagers and
the men and youths employed on the
state. 4

It was the late Earl of Derby who said:
“Half the secret of the King's unrivaled
popularity is that he 'Is' a sportsman to
the backbone.” Indeed he is a past
master of the gun, and ranks among the
dozen hest shots in the United Kingdom.
He has shot bears at dangerously close
quarters in the Carpathian Mountains,
and dozens of fierce boars have fallen to
his gun in Germany. He sent a bullet
through the head of one at a distance of
over 200 yards.

But it is pheasant shooting that the
King loveg best, particularly when he can
shoot over his own preserves at Sandring-
ham.  From 10,000 to 12,000 pheasants are
reared on theestate annually, and the first
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The reversion of the hest types of royal- i \ S

ty'in Europe from the pomp and circum-
stance of exalted rank and their desire to
return, @s much as society will permit
them, to simple and morehealthy methods
‘of life ‘is_more strongly shown by King
Edward of England than} by any other
ureat sovereign aside from the unhappy
Jzar of Russia. King Edward, who loves
roast short ribg of beef and Irish potatoes
better than any other dish known to the
royal'cooks, also much prefers his private
country home to the famous. palaces left
him b§ such.famous old English monarchs
as Henry VIIL or the ill-fated Charles L.,
who loved Buckingham Palace best of all
the Stuart.royal residences.

The King's country home, known as
Sandringlinn House, where His Majesey is
now staying, was purchased for him by
his fathex; the Prince Comsort, some 43
years ngo,: at the cost of $1,200,000. The
house stands in a park of some 600 acres.
If to this we add the farms, kitchen
gardens and plantations, the estate com-
prises some 12,000 acres. It has a rent
roll of ahout $50,000, and, if rumor is- cor-
rect, the King has always made a point t)f
spendipg this on jmproving the estate, in
which cagse he must have spent in this
way ilone considerably over a million del-
1ars. To inderstand what the King has
accomplishdd at Sandringham one cannot
do better thusi to glance first at the resi
dence, then at the gardens, farms, and
last, but by o means least, the model

sdwellings which the King has had erected
for his workmen. )

Sandringham Hounse ‘may. be descri bed
Msal ygical country mansion; it is hy no
‘means o palace; indeed; if the truth must
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