P. E. L Judges
And Their Salaries

DEBATE IN HOUSE OF COMMONS
EXCEPTION TAKEN TO
DISCRIMINATION

A resolution was introduced in the
House of Commons  to amend the
Judges Act (salary,) ¢

Hon, Arthur Meighen said:
intention of the Bill is to raise the
salaries of the county and district
court: judges of the Dominfon, Those
salaried: have' been for -some time
$8,000° each, with certain exceptions
where they have gone to $3,600 inthe
case of senior judges. The Bill will
ralse the salaries of all these county
court judges by $1,000, placing them

all on the same level of $4,000. It

will also raise the salaries of the Nova 8cotla.

King's Bench judges of the western :

provinces and of the Maritime Pro- (8) The Chief Justice .of 1:;; annum,

vinces by $1,000 wherever that is
necessary to place them iona level
with the salaries of the judges of the
corresponding rank in the ' provinces
of Ontario and Quebec. The salaries
of the judges of Ontario and Quebec
will not be affected by this Bill. I
thought I should confine the scope of
the Bill to such revision ag is neces-:
sary to take care of those who suf-
fer most from the increased cost of
living at the present time. The Bill
will also provide for an extra judge
for the Exchequer Court 'of Canada.
By virtue of repeated legislative en-
actments, the work of that court has
been' increasing rapidly, and if the
Divorce Bill now before the House
passes, will doubtless be very much
extended. The Bill increases the sal-
ary of the assistant judge of the Ex-
chequer 'Court by $1,000, placing him
in exactly the same position as the
puisne judges of the other higher
courts: of the provinces of the Dom -
inion. * The Bill will also provide for
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chequer Court the President -of- the
Exchequer Court, as he is denominat-
ed, I believe, in Fngland. } i
There is an additional ¢lause which
affects the section that !ifor.some
years has enabled judges. of the high:
er courts to retire at the expiration
of fifteen years on a pension of two-
thirds' of their salary—a section
which has been interpreted as giving
to the judge the right to so retire of
his own determination.” The amend-
ment has the effect of providing that
t -option wmay. only ‘be exercised
when in the opinion of the Governor
in Council it can be exercised in the
public interest. ‘That revision, how-
ever, will have no retroactive effect;
it will only affect future appoint-
ments, | : i
The salary schedule for the Mari-
time Provinces is as. follows:

R, oo 1Y e R A
(b)-The Judge in Equity ... 7,000.00
(c). Five puisne judges of the
Court, each ...... 8

New Brunswick.
(a) The Chief Justice of New

Brunswick ..... veeees.. 8,000.00
(b) Two puisne judges of the
Court of Appeal ....... 7,000.00

(¢) The Chief Justice of the
King’s Bench Division. . 8,000.00
(d) Three puisne judges of the .
King’s ‘Bench Division,

OAONE {iyid hiv s hote aniaie +e0. 17,000.00

Prince Edward lsland.

(a) The Chiet Justice of the

Court : :
(b) One assistant judge, be-
ing also Master of the
Rolls of Chancery
(¢) One assistant judge, be-
ing also Vice-Chancel-
Jor. . Lavi v, veeeie..15,600,00

Mr. McISAAC: If my hon. friend
(Mr. Ernest Lapointe) has occasion
for complaint regarding the inequality
of judges’ salaries In the province of
Quebec, 1, speaking on behalf of the
pravince of Prince -Edward Island,
have much greater reason for -com -
plaint. Prior to the introduction of
this resolution a very: great discrep-
ancy and inequality existed between
the salaries of the judges of the Su-
preme Court of the province of Prince
‘Bdward  Island and the salaries of
like judges in Nova Scotia and Necw
Brunswick, and in other provinces as
well..  iConfiniy; ourselves,  however,
to. the Maritime Provinces: = The
Chief Justice in New Brunswick an.l
Nova Scotia receive $7,000 and the
puisne judges in the same provinces,
of courts of equal jurisdiction, $6,000.
On the other hand, tne Chief Justice

denominating the judge of the Ex-'

[{laws. for many years, but I under-

|1 feel sure, Mr, Chairman, that when

{|Canada since Confederation we must

the ]\ldgéo in other provinces. The
minister -has told-us that this discrimn-
ination has been embodied in our

stand that while in ‘the proposals we
are now considering that distinction
will be'wiped-out as regards judges in
the other provinces of Canada it s re-
tained ih the case of the Prince Ed-
ward Island judges. I do not think
the minister has given the matter as'
much thought as he might have given
it; otherwise he - would have obliter-
ated entirely that distinction which
exists in the case of the Prince Ed-
ward Island judges and placed all

an equal footing in respect of salary,
I'do not see any reason for the pre-
sent - distinction. The reason given
for the discrimination s the charac-
ter of the 'duties. But the dignity of
the appointment must be upheld, and

we ‘look back -over the history ‘of

agree the choice of men to fill judi-
cial positions in Prince Edward Island
has been carefully exercised and that
they have performed their duty to the
full in comparison ‘with any of the
judges of any other province.
Judging 'from the present standing
of the Bar Society of Prince Edward
Island, we may look for the same in
the future. It was from the Bar So-
ciety of Prince Edward Island  that
Canada went to get the present Chief
Justice of the Supreme Court of Can-
ada; so that it cannot be shewn that
the courts or Bar of Prince Edward
Island are in‘ any way inferior to
those of the other provinces.
The minister told us a few days
ago, and again -today, that this re-
vision of salaries is necessary to
take care of those judges who suffer
most at the present time from the in-
creased cost of living, which, he
said, bore more heavily upon those
who received the lower salaries. Fol-
lowing out that reasoning, it is clear
that the salaries of the Supreme
Court judges in Prince Edward Island
should have been increased to a
greater extent than is proposed by
this resolution. ' If I figure the sche-
dule'.correctly, the Chief Justices of
the ‘Superior Courts of the Maritima
Provinces ‘and of other parts of Can-
ada are increased fourteen per cent.,
whereas the salary of the Chief Jus-
tice of the Supreme ‘Court of Prince
Edward Tsland 1s increased only eight
per scent. .’ There is no reason why
such: a 'discrimination should exist.
The increase given ' to the puisne
judges. outside of Prince Edward
Island i8  16.6 per cent.,, while in
Prince ‘Edward Island it is a little
less than six per cent. The minister
has not given this resolution the con-
sideration -to which it is entitled, or
he would not have allowed this un-
fair: discrimination to exist: If the
increases are.based entirely, as the
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Judges of the same jurisdiction on|
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HE Maritime Provinces did not enter Confederation very willingly and it may

T

surprisg people in other parts of the Dominion to learn that at the present time f
the people pf Neyv Brunsw1§:k and Nova Scotia are not altogether pleased with -
the results of the bargain. There is a distinct feeling among them that the advantages g

In the course of an article in the
M. Fraser explains why this feel-

of Confederation-have gone to the other Provinces.
July 1ssue of MACLEAN’S MAGAZINE, Thomas
ing has grown and the basis for it.

“This article was _written"for the purpose of letting the other provinces know that the feeling exists
3:1: ;\t& w1.1tl. be o,f’ Intense interest to people in the Maritimes. Be sure to read it—“The Spirit of
aritimes.

Thg July issue is,_ in a sense, a Maritime Number, for it contains, in addition to Mr. Fraser’s
article, the following interesting features:

“The Land of National Leaders” 4

An article on the political aspect of the Eastern Provinces and the achievements of their leading states-

“Guarding Our Coast Line”

An extremely interesting description of the measures that were taken to patrol and p i
seaboard during the war. % Ry, S Bgur 10 Ailantle
!ionar Law,.th.e man from the Maritimes, who has been the able lieutenant of Lloyd George at all criges
in Great Britain, appears on the cover in a handsome three-color reproduction,

Other Big Features of the Number

“With the Snowball Brigade” “Solving the Problem of the Arctic”

By Captain Louis Keene By Vilkjalmur Stefansson
Just back from Siberia—Captain Keene tells The fourth instalment of his remarkable story of
some sensational and intensely gripping things the five years he spent in the north for the Cana-
about conditions in ‘that country which the dian Goverfiment, appearing exclusively in
Canadian forces are helping to stabilize. Itisa MACLEAN'S.

record of international complications, strange .pe .
atrocities and almost unbelievable living congi- Four Magmflcent Stones
The best fiction obtainable is found in this issue:

tions. ’
_“Owners’ Up,” a race horse story by W. A. k

Fraser; “His Majesty’s Well Beloved,” by H

Baroness Orczy; “Petite Simunde;” by Arthur i
Beverley  Baxter;

“The Four Tommies”
By Robert W. Service
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of Prince Edward Island received $6,-
000 and each of the puisne judges, or,
as they are called, assistant judges—
one being the Master of the Rolls and
the other Vice Chancellor—received a
salary of $6,200. Under the re-ad-
justment it was expected that this
inequality would be removed. Why
should there be any difference ba-
tween the salaries of judges in-Prince
Edward Island and the salaries of
judges of similar courts elsewhere? 1
must bellieve that it requires as muci
of ability, of devotion to duty, and of
every other quality that constitutes
a competent judge to fill the position
of Judge of the Supreme Court of
Prince Edward Island, as in the case
of judges of the courts of Nova Sco-
tia and New Brunswick-—or any other
province, for that matter—particul-
arly when it is borne in mind that in
Prince Edward Island three judges

‘Island, the increase only amounts to
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.do the work which is performed by
seven or eight judges in these other
;provinces. And so far as the cost of
living is concerned, it is just as ex-
pensive to.live ' In Prince Bdward
Island nowadays as anywhere elsein
Canada. If we take all these reasons
into consideration 1 cannot under-
stand' why the existing inequality is
not only perpetuated, but accentuated
and aggravated under the proposed
legislation. 'Now; what does: the Gov-
ernment proposes to do -under these
resolutions? It proposes to advance
the salaries of the chief justices in
New Brunswick and Nova. Scctia
from $7,000 to $8,000 and the salarizs
of the puisne judges of ithe respective
courts in these provinces from $6,000
to $7,000. In Prince Bdward Island
the salary of the chief justice is to
be advanced from $6,000 to $6,500,
creating an inequality between his
New

corresponding  jurisdiction in

is Increased from $5600 to $1,500.
That ' is something I can scarcely un-

derstand. And In the case of the as:|they are entitled to the increase pro-| gndorsed
Edward | -posed, I submit that the Supreme|¢riend from Prince Edward Island (Mr.

sistant « judges of . Prince
@300, This. I repeat. not only con-
tinues the discrimination and inequal-
ity between the salaries af the Prince
Fdward Tsland judges and the salaries
of like judges in Nova Scotia, New
Brunswick and-all the other pravinc-
es, but even renders it much more
marked. I am at a loss to under-
stand why. it is, if adjustments were
to be undertaken and the salaries of
judges were to be equalized, as we
expected. that, so far as the province
from which I come is concerned, the
inequality, discrepancy, and injustice
which formerly prevailed as -compar-
ed with the judges from the other
provinces has been increased to the
extent of from $1.000 and $700 res -
pectively, to $1,600. The salaries of
our judges mre. mot oxly:not relative-
1y improved as ; compared with * the
judges in other; provinces, but are
left in & much, worsa ‘condition com-
paratively ‘than they ‘were befora.
For these reasons, I wounld likethe
Acting Minister-of - Justice to explain
wlhy this very great inequality and
injustice is perpetuated and aggravat-
ed.as regards the justices of Prince
Bdward Island. | 0 ‘

Mr. J. B. SINCLAIR: 1 want to
saya word or two in. support of what
has beén already sald in regard to
this legislation and against the dis-
erimination that :exists in the sched-
ule ‘of ‘salares contained therain as
respects the. judges of ithe province
of Prince Edward Jsland from which
I have the honor to come, I wish to
deal with the matter from twe stand-
First, let me say that  the

Courts and divorce jurisdiction in Can-

minister has led us .to believe, upon
the increased cost of living, I point
out that the cost of living in the
most 'extreme portions of Canada is
Justias high as it is in the more cen-
tral parts. It costs just as much to
live in ‘Charlottetown, the capital of
Prince BEdward Island, as it does to
live .in - Ottawa; house rent, meals,
hotel rates are just as high as they
are here, It may-be argued that the
cost of living has not risen so quick-
ly during the last five years in the
far-away portions of Canada as il has
in the large manufacturing centres in
the more centtral part of the country.
But when the conditions reverss, as
we hope they will, the far-away por-
tions of ‘the country will: hear the
high cost of: living longer than those
more central districts which are in
closer touch with the raw materials
of manufacture, and the like. The
farmers of Prince Edward Island get
Just as -high prices for the food pro-
ducts produced on the farm as is got
by the farmers who lve . near the
large manufacturing centres of Cen
tral Canada, 8o that in view of the
intimation that these increases ure
based on.the increased cost of liv-
ing, I want to impress upon the min-
ister—and I' hope it will find a warm
spot in his heart, and' that he wiil
have these schedules ghanged beforc
the Bill is printed — the fact that the
cost of living is as high in Prince
Edward Island as it is in any other
provincn., In faect. porhaps the ia-
creasa in the cost of living has been
greatzr in that province than it has
been in other provinces.

This proposed legislation nrovides
also for increases of the saluries of
County Court judges frcm $3,000 to
$4,000, an increase of thirty-three and
a third per cent. I do not raise any

salary and the salaty of the judges cf | objection to that, although the County | ception to the discrimination in re-
_have|gard to P. E. Island, while acquies-
Brunswick and Nova Scotia to $1,600; | not nearly as much work to do, in pro-f cing in it in past years when the
that is to say the existing difference | portion to the duties and responsibil-[ matter came before the House.

Court judges in our province

fties of the respective offices, as have
the Supreme Court judges. But if

Court judges of Prince Edward Island
should be put on a par, as to salary,
with the judges of the other provinc-
es. The minister should at least con-
sent to give us the same ratio of in-
crease as i3 given to the other pro-
vinces.

If the present proposals with regard
to the rearrangement of Divorce
ada are put into operation, further
duties will be imposed upon the judg-
es of our Supreme Court, and it is
not fair to impose further duties up-
on them without putting them in the
same position as that in which you
are putting the judges of similar
courts. in other provinces. During
the past two years a great deal of
extra work has been put upon the
judges in many parts of Canada—in
our province it fell upon the judges
of the Supreme Court—in regard to
appeal cases under the Military Ser-
vice Act. There were very many of
these, and I can say for the standing
of our judges that of the many ap-
peals that went to ‘the Central Ap-
peal ‘judge and were decided by him,
not rone Judgment that was rendered
by the Appeal judge.in Prince Ed-
ward TIsland was reversed. That
speaks well for the standing of the
judiciary in our province. ' I hope the
minister will see his way clear to
give our judges the same standing as
to salary that he is giving to judges
in the other provinces.

Mr. Meighen said there had always
been this distinction in the matter
‘of salaries between Prince Bdward
Island and. the other provinces, and

ey

A w'r poem of unusual strength.

Here are a few of the articles in this s
month in all magazines:

Finding Husbands For Three Million
"~ , Women.
Will England Become an Agricultural

Country?

Shore.

. 'The Review of Reviews

the Peace Terms.

twitted Mr. Lapointe on taking ex-

Mr. Lapointe said: My hon. friend
the' Acting Minister said that I had
the demand of my hon.

Mclsaac) that the three judges of
the thigh court of that province should
be given the same salary as the judg-
es of the other provinces, and he ad-
ded that this discrimination has al-
ways existed and that I have approv-
ed of it. 1 have never been entrust-
ed with the duty of re-adjusting the
salaries of the judiciary of the sov-
eral provinces. There are two pro-
vinces in ‘which the judges of the
high courts are higher-salaried than
the judges of the high courts in the
other provinces. Today, by this ra:
solution, that anomaly disappears ex-
cept. as to the province of Prince Fd-
ward OIsland. I submit that this is
not fair to the province. M, b -,
friend the Acting Minister of Justice
says that the population is not so
large as that of the other provinchs
Well, that should not be taken into
account. If three judges are tovo
many for the administration of jus-
tice there, appoint only two, but \\y
them for their qualifications.© The~
have to be as well qualified, and to
be of as high standing as the Judges
of the other provinces, and the fact
mentioned by my hon. friend from
Kings (P.E.I.) that the present Chiet
Justice of Canada was a lawyer of
Prince Edward 7Tsland, shows that
the legal men of that province have
at least the same standing and the
same qualifications as their confreres
in the other provinces. But I say that
the t you introd o law to
equalize the salaries of the judges of
the high courts of this country, you
should put them all on the same level
—the fitteen judges' of the province
of Quebec as well as the three judges
of Prince Edward Island who are at

as compared with the salaries pald 19

ints.
g?lcﬂmlnnuon in_question has al-| pointed out that ‘owing to the small-
waya existed In the salaries paid 10 fLyage ot the. lation the work im-
the judges in Prince Rdward Island [ye5ed om the iidges was not so heavy

or onerous as In, say, Ontario. He

present being discriminated againat.
Pro_gren was reported.
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HIS MIND. WAS ON GOLF,

A 'minister, being an enthusiastic

| the loss of & match game which had
| seemed entirely his.  After playing
superbly he had fallen off near the end,
and his opponent had beaten him. This

golter, was almost broken-hearted by’ defeat weighed very much on the min-

ister's mind, On the following Sunday

he rose in the pulpit to announce his

text, and he began, solemnly; “What
shall it profit a man if he gain the
whole world and lose the last hole?”
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