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Mr, Saunders flazy

In the course of my remarks on
the Draft Address I dealt with this
matter again, My hon, ' friend the
Jeader of the Government, who fol-
lowed me in the debate, came out
with some statement, of a‘very vague
and general nature, with regard to
a meeting of a commission of experts

intimated that the Government
would have an opportunity of pre-
senting our claims before that body,
and that they would pass on a rec-
ommendation to the Federal Cov-
ernment. My hon. friend appeared to
me to be very hazy on the subject
he did mot appear to have a_ very
clear knowledge of what might hap-
pen or what the course might be.

I have since made enquiries fiom
the other Provinces, and I have not
been able to find that they have any
knowledge of this board to which my
hon, ‘friend referred. Apparently,
then, these experts are to be appoint-
ed to deal only with the subsidy
claims of this Province, If so0 it is a
most remarkable course'to take, It is
without precedent, Time and time
sgein we have had delegations from
practically every Government that
has beew In powey since Confedera-
tion, going to Ottawa to deal with
this matter; and they . have alw
dealt either with the'. Ministers
more frequently with a sub-com-
mitiee of the Privy Council, And, of
course, there is not any reasen for
any other way. The only reasen why
7 ever sugested a commission of ex-
perts was because all the interests of
the different Provinces would have
to be con;ldcred, because a great deal
of data would have to be prepared
and presented and a great many fin-
ancfal eonsid@erations would be in-
volved before a proper conclusion
could be arrived at. It might be that
the ratter cqad best be dealt wilh
by the Supreme ' Court of Canada,
especially if they had the advice and
essistance of . expert assessors and
accountants on malters of pure ar-
ithmetic,

No Corroboraticn

But there 1s the siiuation. We find
tliat when the pressure from the
teachers begam, when the time for
making some sort of public announce-
ment was getting close, the leader of
the Government goes to Ottawa,
comes back with this word which he
received apparently in private from
the Federal Minister, and we have
this t sul tly mado
to the teachers. I submit, Mr, Speak-
er, that had the teachers, received
any ground of assﬁrancg that my
hon. friend was sincere, that he had
actually made substantial progress
and had a fair opportunity of suc-
cess, they would have treated the
matter reasonably, this strike would
never have come so near materializ-
ing as it did and they would have
gone back to their work with con-
tented minds. But the lcader of the
Government was not able to give them
any concrete assurance, In other
words, he had no corrcboration, (Ap-
plause.) !

Corroboration is a very important
thing, as my hon. friend knows {rom
his experience at law. It is very of-
tén required. Many cases have koc..
non-suited for want of corroborative
evidence, If, then, the leader of the
Government had been able to corrob-
orate his statements in any way, the
teachers certainly would have accept-
ed his proposal and they would have
gone back to their duties. But un-
fortunately for the leader of the Gov-
crnment, unfortunately for this pro-
vince, he was not able, or he did not
choose, to produce that corrobora-
tion, I, 'myself, attempted to assist
him out of the difficulty by placing
on the Order Paper a request that ne
table the correspondence in connec-
tion with this matter; because I can=
not concelve, and I do not think any
mean in this province can conceive,
how he could be actively and enex-
getically engaged in pressing the
clalms of this province for subsidy
throughout, the year, without being
able to produce correspondence 10
that effect, Business is not done in
that way nowadays Jf he were doing
his full duty in the matter he would
ot only be corresponding with Ot-
tawa, but he would be taking it up
in the most active way with the
other. provinces of Canada, and cs-
peolally with the other two Maritime
Provinces. It is very important that
we should know this; very important
for this provines to know whether or
not my hon, friend has been attempt-
ing at least to co-operate with our
elster provinces of Nova Scotia and
New Brunswick,

5‘ Premier Saunders’ Opportunity

*“'As we all know, the Province of
Nova Scotia is in a bad way finan-
clally, just as this Province is. They
cannot
tuire meet. They are in dire need of

to be held some time this fall, He

“and. espendi- | iney’ came ont at the end of the

their provincial subsidies. Now if this
shibboleth of “Two Gover in

in the face of the statements of their

line” were of any value at all, if my
hon. friend was in earnest and was
prepared to put aside his party poli-
tics, look at the great opportunity he
would have! The only Premier in
the Maritime Provinces in line with
the Government at Ottawa! What a
benefit he would be to the Maritime
Provinces if he had used that priv-
ilege to assist our sister Provinces by
he sea! (Applause) But we have no
reason to believe that he did, He
has not even told us that he did!
Ie has not taken us into his confi-
dence in the slightest degree; and ¥
say, upon his silence on that account
if on no other, that the blame must
rest with this Government for the
feachers’ strike. (Applause.)

My hon. friend says that to place
in tha hands of the people of this
Province the details of his endeavors
during the past year to obtain an
increase in provineial subsidy would
not be in the public interest. It was
not in the public interest that the
people should know what he had been
duing in the public interest, in the
interest of the teachers, in the inter-
ect of increased revenue for’ this Pro-
vince! He says, in effect, that it is
better that this information be sup-
pressed, that the public should not
know anything about it. Is that a
reasonable  statement, Mr. Speaker?
Is it a statement of a man who is
endeavoring honestly and squarely to
do his bost in the public interest?
Why chouldn’t the public see these
letters? Are we in danger of war
between the Provinces, or between
this Province and the Dominion of
Canada? Are the diplomatic rela -
tions so strained and so delicate that
it would be dangerous to let the peo-
ple sez the correspondence?  (Loud
applause.)

The People Left in The Dark

This Province dces not know where
it stands with regard to increascd
subsidy., It docs mot know whether
{iie Government which it elected to
power is doing ‘anything, or whether
they are simply lying down on the
job cr doing something even worse.
It may be that my hon, friend does
not wish to trouble, to worry, to an-
noy, the Ministers at Ottawa, If that
is ‘his position, the public should
Lnow it He should let us know,
and some other method could be
sdopted at once of pressing this mat-
ter of subsidy, No other interests
should stand in the way, public or
private, The matter is too serious to
be played with;'it is too vital to al-
low any political camouflage to en-
ter into it for a moment. Our argu-
ments, my hon, friend admits, are
irrefutable. Then why the delay?
It doss not rest on the shoulders of
the Federal Government, because we
have the word of the Prime Minister
of Canada on the floor of the House.
of Commons to that effect. He him-
self placed the blame where it be-
longs, and it rests on the shoulders
of the Government of this Province
that this matter has not been press-,
od. WHY NOT? That is the ques-
tion which will not down. Are the
people of - this Province to be }rﬂc-
cd as children by my hon, friend?
Are they to be excluded from the
confidence of the Government in this
~i*»r? Can not the correspondénce
—is to72 .13 any—be published? 1
almost fcei ‘ke venturing the state-
ment that there is no correspondence,
Mz, Speaker, when we take intp con-
-deration all the facts and circum-
(Loud applause.)

stances.
Found A Surplus, Left A Deficit

With regard to the financial situa-
tion, I am not going to weary the
House with a great array of figures.
1T do not think it is wise. The people
of this Province study the public
accounts and they are in a position
to judge for themselves of the fin-
ancial position as there set forth, I
made one general statement last
night, however, which I shall repeat:
that when this Government came in-
to power they found a surplus in the
treasury, I am not making that
statement on my own authority merely,
it is made on the nuthomy_ of their
own auditors, ‘appointed by them to
re-audit the”accounts the moment
they came into, power. According to
the audit of Messrs Poole and Scarth
it was shown‘that there was & small
surplus in the treasury at that time.
Then we might turn to the report of
the Provincial Auditor; a gentleman
with whonat I have no fault to find;
a capable official who is, I belleve,
entirely acceptable to this Govern-
ment; at least they say s0. On page
8 of his statement of expenditure,
tevenue and liability for the year 1927
1t s stated that the increase of debt
in 1927 was $159,129.21.

1 de not need to deal with t‘hlt
any further, That s conclusive. We,
\eft a surplus in the {reasury at the
expiration of our term of office, and

year with an Increase in debt of prac-
tically $160,000, OFf course, they Bt

own audi If further corrobora-
tion is needed, however, it is contain-
ed in thelr record for this year, where
they cannot blame anyone but them-
selves for the expenditures incurrel.
They had full control from January
until December, and they again ° in-
creased the debt, according to the
same auditor’s report; only this-year
it is not referred to as a’debt at all,
it is called “lability.” What a mar-
vellous metamorphosis! What a won-
derful transformation!  The very
same thing which was a debt in 1927
was converted into a “lability” in
1928, (Laughter) I don't know
what they will call it next year.
Volce: A surplus! (Increased laugh-
ter.) .
Hon. Mr. Stewart: Yes, I suppose
that will be the end of it. At any
rate the increase in liability in 1928
was $192,645, Surely that is corrob-
oration of the responsibility which
we placed on their shoulders for 1927.
What have we got as a result? A
total increase in debt, or in mixed
debt and “liability” of $351,774. And
that wonderful result, Mr. Speaker,
was brought about by a gentleman
who raised his hands to heaven and
made the walls of this House resound
with his denunciation of the Conser-
vative Government because we had
gone behind to the tune of about
$41,000 a year. That is the difference
k 1 critiel and 1
tion. That is the difference between
being outside and looking in, and be-
ing inside and looking out, A man
may be a very “strong” man when
he is outside, looking in; and he
may be very weak when he is inside
looking out,

1tia-

A Comparlson

Suppose Wwe take that record for
two years, what would it amount to?
My hon, friends can figure that out
for themselves, but I shall give them
an example of how other records
have been figured which may assist
them. In 1927 the present leader of
the Government, speaking on the
budget, stated that we had gone be-
hind in our full term of four years;
he figured it out in three different
ways and arrived at three different
results. When he came to the third,
however, he said: “This is true”; and
the result was $494,000. That must be
true, Mr, Speaker, since he sald so;
and that covered the four years ' of
our administration. Now, let us
take the result this year, an increase
in debt or lability—or both—of
$192,645, and multiply it by four. You
will find, I think, that it will exceed
§494,000.. As a matter of fact, it will
pretty /nearly double that amount.
That, X submit, - is a pretty fair
comparison between the two records
so far as they have gone, But in the
case of my hon. friend, the record is
going to be worse, because last year
he budgeted for a deficit of $15,000
and this year he is anticipating
practically $30,000 of deficit,

This matter of increase in the debt
of the Province, apart altogether from
politics, is a very serious one. Just
let us examine the figures for a mo-
ment. In 1918, the debt of the Pro-
vince—or the liability, if you wish to
call it that—was $985,262. Ten years
went by, and in 1928 it was $2,382,-
199. 1In other words, we increased
the total debt in ten'years to the
tune of $1,396,937; more than double.

Road Expenditures

The great difficulty, so far as the
debt is concerned, is with regard to
public road expenditures. If you take
away the moneys that have been
spent on roads in this Province dur-
ing the period I have just mentioned
you will find that there has been
practically no increase in public debt.
Of course, if we were getting ahead
it might be excusable, But are we
getting ahead? Have we increased
‘the efficiency and quality of our pub=
1ic roads in proportion to our expendi-
ture? Both parties have been en-
gaged in this, and I am not dealing
with it from a partisan standpoint ab
all. We have in this Proyince a most
gerlous financial problem on account
of our road system. We have not
made very much advance, in my op-
inion, with regard to permanency. It
is true we have constructed some
culverts and bridges; all those things
are good and they are worth the
money. But apart from that what
have we? Take this road machinery,
for exainple; it is only a very tem-
porary expedient at the best. Take
our highways that have been con-
structed, both under the Bell Gov-
ernment and our own, How long,
after all, will they stand if left alone?
What permanency was there in them?
We are faced with this situation and
we do not see any solution; bug I
submit in all sincerity that It is a
proposition which must be consider-
ed ‘very esrnestly and carefully.
 Not only 18 our debt increasing,
but, as a corollary of that, our inter«
est charge is also increasing. I won-
der how many of our people have ex-
amined to see lfow much we are pay-
ing in interest. We look up the Pub-

increased subsidy, end I have it on
: mation that they aro most
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tempted to fasten that on our should-

are now paying $74,000, As a matter
of fact we are paying almost double
tHat amount; $117,355, to be exact.
Next year we will pay about $12),-
000 for interest charges aione; as
was spent altogether, a few
years ago, in the Department of Pub-
lic Works, The $74,000 in the Pub-
lic Accounts only takes in the inter-
est we pay on bank overdraft, short
loans and some of the debenture debt.
The bond issues for highways are
paid, as you know, from the motor
vehicle earnings, and consequently
they do not appear as interest chai-
ges at all; nevertheless we are pay-

me he would contradict {that state-
ment. I can almost hear his declam-
aticn: “The idea! when the potatoes
were grown so well, when the chick~
ens were fattening and the lamb
tasted so nice, Lo say that this Gov-
ernment is not doing anything tor
agriculture. Preposterous!” And yet
there are the cold facts. We have not
any evidence, unless we are to credit
the Minister of Agriculture with hav-
ing. accomplished = thess things. |
have the highest regard for that hen.
gentleman, but my regard for him is‘
not high enough to place him.beside |
Providence. I have not got to (he‘

ing that additional interest. We would |
have that much more revenue if \\'e‘[
did not have to pay that interest |
charge. And that is going to keep |
doubling up year after year. That is |
the situaticn, and it is a dlsquic!ingl
one,
IMunding System

My hon, friend said something the
other night with regard to the fund-
ing of the public debt. We have a|
limited funding system now, Of
course. It is quite true that our sink- |
ing fund system will not take care of |
all our bonds as they mature, but
they are taking care of them part-
jally. I would lik‘z to remind my
hon. friend, since he has referred to
this matter, that when we came into
power the sinking funds were not
being funded, the money was goin:;‘
into revenue and we were losing all|
tha benefit of the sinking fund sys-
tem by that pernicious system that |
had crepg in. /‘:

Ten years ago, as I said hefore, we |
were only paying asout half of the
interest that we payi today.
Our debt and our inferest has praz-
tically ddubled in ten years; and
what have we got for it?

My hen. friend- mads some coni-
parison last nighf with
different departments.
his statements were misle
was merely comparing hi: i
himself; his record-in 1027 with his
record in 1928, We will grang that
he has made some improvement, that |
he has profited in some little de-
gree by his experience so far. But 1
would rather make a comparison be- |
tween a year of the previcus Gov- |
ernment’s administration and  this
year; and in order to be as neary
fair as pessible I will take the last |
year in which the previous govern -
ment was in power. My hon. friend,

are

n

parisons betweer the
ons on a former 02-|
the family budget

casion, said that
had not varicd materially so far
cost is concerned, and we Can say
the same in makinz a comparison
between the years 1928 and 1520, The
cost of governing has not varied muca
in that time, and 1926 is the near-|
est full year we con get in mak a
Conservative comp on with  the
present administration during 1923.

as

\
h

Department of Justice

Let us take for comparison my
hon. friend’s own-deparument. Ia
1926 the cost of the departmeny ol
Justice was $37,184. In 1928 1t was

1se of nearly $5.- |
, is « fair coni-

$42,092; or an in
000. That, I subnm
parison. I am not going to crit
my hon. friend i very severely w
regard to this department, becaus
there are things that arise, such as
the number of criminal cases, which
affect the expenses somewhat; but 'l
just wang to draw his attention t')j
the fact that wiien he boasts ol ecou- |
omy he cunnot say that his record 1is |
petter than the average, to say the
least. As a matter of fact, those de-
partments are being ¢ i on about |
the same as usual-—under the direc- |
tion of Mr. Campbell “assisied by the |
undersigned.” |

I might go on and deal with the
finences a little further, 1 may hate |
to refer to them as I go along; but|
at present I shall come to the De-
partment of Agriculture, Although I
was at one time the acting Minister |

of Agriculture I shall not venture 1o/
follow my hon. fricnd’s example and |

treat this House to an‘expert lcclure}

on the growing of potatoes, the qual-i‘
ity of lamb and the raising of hens |
and chickens. I do not think this Is
the proper time or place for such a
lecture. I could not help wondering,
in as much as my hon, friend has
treated this House twice during this
session to the same remarks on this
subject, whether it was an echo Of
something that had happened before,
or whether it was by way of practice
for something that is to gpme. It
struck me that it was elther one oF
the other,
Agriculiure

In 1926 our expenditure in connec-
tion with the department of Agri-
culture was roughly $35,000, The ex-
penditure last year in the same De-
partment was $23,000; an increase of
$3,000. Not a serlous increass atb
all; not an increase that might nov
be justified; and on the whole I am
not making any criticlem with re-
gard to that expenditure. But I do
say that we have nothing to show
for that expenditure, T know that -lr!

| buy he was very emphatic about

' od have becn done away wiih.
| have drifted behind, until the
| activity we are now carrying on un-

| else.

|'cultural education

| ise with respect to agriculture: “To

| the Government to make a state-

point where I can glorify him as the |
leader of the Government did, attri-
buting to him almost supcrnatural:‘
power; because the moment he be-'
came Minister of Agriculturc-; we |
are told that the pigs and chlvkcnsI
grew better in flavor and quality, lhc;
potatoes thrived and the butter and)
cheese developed miraculously.
(Laughter,) We know just to whorm
to give the credit for those things.
It is due and will be given by every
sane person to the people Lo whom it
belecngs; and that is to the intelli-
gent farming community of this Pro-
vince; to their efforis and to them |
alone. We would have the same|
quality of potatces, of lamb, and c!
chickens if we never had a Minist2r
of Agriculture, so far as that goes.

My hon, friend from West River
(Hon .Mr; LePage) is amused! I hope
ihat he wili not depart so very mucn
from his religious principles as (o
attempt to give credit to the DNinis-
ter of Agriculture instead of to Pro-
vidence for the good growing condi
ions! (Applause),

Agricullural Courses Discontinuci

The now actinz Minister of Agri-
cullure (Hon. Mr., Saunders): has
made this statement: that they in-!
croased the activities of thag depari-
ment under the technical or agricul-
tural grant; that they have enlarg
the

1ents ty the agreement that

imp
was made in April, 1927, when the
Con vative Governmeng: was < m

power. I questioned him on th

I have since examinzd inio the of-|
icial records and I find, es I ‘ex-|
aeted, that I was right and he was
There has been no addition;
s been nothing added since.
Werse than tzat, the act s thot |
wera then provided for ans ¢stabiich-
We
only

der that grant is the domestic scienc2
courses for a few girls who come into
Charlottotown, The short courses in
wood working; in motor meochz
the night schools for aduils—all ¢
things have betn dropped under the
present administration of this De-
pariment. We also had fruit experts
employed; his appointment was done
away with, and practically everything
Though my hon, friends are
taking credit for having had this teca
nical grant applied to agricultural
activities, what have they to show
for it? What good is it to us? Ab-!
solutely none, under their administra-
tion. We have no agricultural courses

| at ail. And yet my hon. friends still

com- |
of

make the welkin ring with
plaints about the discontinuance
the Technical School—an institution
that was overloaded with expense,
that was burdensome te this Provinee
beycnd all reason. Those agricul-
tural courses could still have been
d on had the policy of the Con-
vative Government been contin-
Plans were made and arrange-

ued.
ments were effected to this end but

these measures were dropped, The
result is that today there is no agri-
in this Province,
although we have that grant avail- |
able under the recommendations. of |
the Duncan Commission, s * |

In the piatform of my hon. friends
for 1927 we have this specific prom-

prosecute and encourage horse breed-
ing.” I have not been able, to find
out one single activity with regard
to that, nor have I up to the pres-
ent been able to get any Minister of

ment on the subject, If they are
carrying it on, it is very secretly,

Election Promises

| (9

Ancther plank in their election
platform was the promise “to pro-
mote the growing of cranberries, blue-
berries and small vegetables.” The
machinery was there when they came
into power. The man was there, the
ost expert that could be obtained;
and the proof is that he is now mak-
ing his own living by fruit growing
in this Province since he was dis-
missed from the public service by
my hon. friends. That was the man
who had instructions, when they
came in, to c¢arry on experiments
with regard to those very matters.
They not only forgot their policy in
that regard, they not only neglected
to implement their promise to fur-
ther develop this industry, but they
deliberately digcontinued what was

1o Acgounts, and they stow that §e.my hon. friend were going Ja follow being done. (Applause), |

pe of thelr work and added g

Another promise was “to thorough-
ly test the feasibility of establishing
the canning incustry in this Prov-

ince.” I would like to get some m-
formation on that maiter. Unfor-
tunately, the leader of the Govern-
ment has already spoken, and the
Minister of Agriculture is not here.
I am going to ask the Minister of
Public Works, when he speaks. in this
debate, as I know he will, to get this
information for us. He krnows some-
thing about canning; he is a canner
himself. (I am afraid he will fin-
ish by canning the road machines!)
(Laughter),

the canning of blueberries and what
experiments, if any; the Governnent
has made in that respect. He might
tell us also what the Government
has done gencrally to promote agri-
cultural educaticn since they came
into pewer. I will not inflict on'my
hon. friend the leader of the Gov-
ernment the punishment of attempt-
ing to give that answer, because 1
know. he cannot do it. There is no
answer to give; I ¢ tell him. that
heforehand. (Applause),

Public Works

s for a mom-

I am going to dis

ent the subject of-public w
Last year the tolal expenditure
the Department of Public  We

was practically $600,000; as much as,
or more than our whole revenue a
My hon, {ricng’ last

few years
night attempte
parison beiwee
and the exy

0.

fo make

that

the: s Conservative
ermment was i Of course, ther:
1o any fair c son. Up o
time weg wore ng forty per ¢
{from  the I 1 Governmeng
Wwe ware

highway grant used up. Be
ing on what was
improvemse

will dignify

by the nam:z of

ment, In 18

a normal ye W R

grant had beon  discontinued and

when it would be fair to make &

comparisen with las; year; the toval
was §ol 40, accozding

ond.n;
in the P in other

ikere

i inereased

92
82;

pretty near-
ly double.
Now'will any one aitempt to sug-

At any rate, he ought/an
to be able to tell us something about | $14,500

me com- |

v }b" rowed that under statulory pro-

rowed $150,000 for graveling. They
did that under statute; they took
statutory authority; they passed an
net in this House which empowered
them to borrow $300.)00 for gravel-
mg the roads. They borrowed half of
tkat, but they only spent $83,000, The
rest went Into what might be called
srdinary revenué. There is no rec-
ord of it being expended for gravel-
ing.

The same thinz occurred in con-
nection with the Cardigan ferry

if there was any money to be spent
on_Prince Edward Island it should "
not be spent on highway improve-
ment but on railway extension. If
necessary I can produce the Hansard
report of his speech to that effecs.
There is an example of Governmen‘ts
“in line”,—this Government pulling
one way, our Federal representative
in Parliament pulling another, if
that is the way they work together
is it any wonder, Mr. Speaker, that
we are making such wonderful “head-
way” with regard to securing in-

‘boat. The loan was for an expendi-
{ture of  $20.000. There was |
actual expenditure of some|
on that boat. We |
do not know how rauch is still due;|
the rest of it is not carried over, as
it should have been, in a separate
account and shown to be on hand
and kept in trust. That money was |
borrowed - under. the authority of a|
statute passed in this Legislature.
It is virtually a trust- account and
should be kept separate. On_the!
contrary, however, the balance is prac

rh the boat is not ye
paid for and we do not know
s still owing. All we know

set aside for the p
it was ‘voted—a piec
which is clearly a viola-

negligence

|
tion of the la

|
|
Gorrowings

friends  estimated . last

ng $270,000. They bor-
0,000 in excess of their esii-
2 They

visialure and the

d to an exacl ac-

hat money.

y Lo make an er com-
1. the year 1928,  TMis

stem of my hon. friends

was going to b2 a
ed. that it

geing

| refer for

hose i
" | dation.
of

creased subsidy? (Applause.)
A Correction

Continuing the debate on Friday
morning, April 5th, Mr. Stewart said:

Belore proceeding with ‘the disciis-
sion in the regular way, I want to
a moment to a charge
which ‘was made by the leader
of the Government in his budget
speech ' the other evening. when he
accused me of making the statement
that he had taken a trip to the
Cozst at the public expense, I never
made any statement in those words
or to that purport. I do not know
why he queted me in that‘ way; his
statement is entirely without foun-

ior Saunders: T accept your
ment. That was the inference
I drew from your reference.

Hen, Mr, Stewart: I have no re-
collection of referring to it. I had
reference to my hon. friend's trip to

ment with regard to the other matter,
Taxation

When this debate was adjourned 1
was about to deal with the questior
of taxaticn. We on this side of the
IHouse have been charged wtih hay-
ing reduced the taxes. The charge
is perfectly justified; it is quite true.
Our {riends on the other side do not

. secem to’ understand the reason why

I gath i P
| ; ~ we did it. "The immedi; r r
fect & g ing .of monsy, . 1| j 3 ate reason for
et i 2 our making that reduction does not
1926 the ordinary repairs for roads, 8 ¢
e R appeal to them. It never did. It
€e, W ol anic % vas $al " i
was because we had is
And what do ycu think it wes last Beoplawe woald @ “pr:)l;ms;d the
j . pe o it. plause.

year, Mr, S 1en those new APRIAUSEY

. ! T gaid before that thay ha

|

today? 1t is tiue they have built a'
few brid . we will give them cred- |
it for t though the same applies |
to previous. years and other admin- |
istraticns. I am quite prepared to

go further and give them credit for

a certain amount of work they did

with the heavy graders in widenitgz,

the roads, which is an improv 4
But I do not think there is any ody
ouiside of the -Government ranks
who will have the harditood to make
the cla
for that expenditure
£600,000,
We have
own party
roads at a

of practicaliy

their

theimr

read what
55 said about
ain time.

=)

cert
road mach

before, the
cases, if used
do the roads mor¢ harm than ,
especially if they arg not followed up
quent care and attention.
s the condition that pre-
d in many ¢ s last year; the
{ollow-up work Ww ed, and

the machining & made a diffi-

cult road to travel on.
Gravelling of Roads

There is another matter in con-
ut

nection with the Department of Pu

lic Works to which I would like to|
1{0115-:.[

direct the attention of the
That is the matter of gravelling, AS
1 pointed out last year, there is to
my mind a very serious doubt whe-=
ther the borrowing of public money
for gravelling is justified. I do not
think the Minister of Public Wo
wiil suggest that it makes perme
cnt roads, I think he wiil agree
with me that in the end the upkeep
of the gravelled road is more expen-=
sive than the dirt road, and. I believe
the records of public expenditure in
other provinces will prove that, of
course, where the gravel was laid
down last year, if it were properly
laid, there should be an improve-
ment for two or three years. wé
know, however, that the gravel con-
tinually .sinks and disappears in the
ground, and that it has to be re-
graveled; it must be harrowed and
seraped, and 'so many other things
are required that run into a great
deal of money. These are things, as T
submitted before, which have to be
taken into consideration when dis-
cussing the financial side of. gravel=
ing roads, especially when you have
to do it with borrowed money.
Last year this Novernment bor=

|

power machines were in operation?
d destroy-

¢d the public road It seems that

they d mc 5 , for the

same st , i cf forty
five the $1

Let us ine the figures in the

> ard to this ex-

re as fol-

1 machin-

lovis
lows

1 of $73,126 wh z
from - the road Masters

Izaves 2 net amsunt

ciDis

Mounting Expenditures
Taks the correspon=tag entries for
1958: repadrs, $89,432, (I wonder (i

that is accounted for by the repaivs
to the road machines)? Patrol and
5; road masters and

Just let us com-
pare that last item: thirteen thousand
in 1926, twenty-five thousand: in
1928, and under a system which 1t

| was promised us would save money!

that this Province got value

As 1 .\.h?\

My hon. friends when in Opposition
were always declaiming against. the
tremendous amount that it took O
| pay the rcad masters; and here they
| have paid over half as much :lzain.‘
That is the record of the ordinary
tcxnmdiun'cs on 10 and . sure.y
:lmbotly will venture to say that we
‘ petter conditions &s a re-
sult of this greatly increasad expendi-
ture. My hon. {riend made that
statement last night, of course, but I
shall forgive him it. People know
little woaknes ; they know his
e for praise, his vanily, and 0i

have any

course they would tell him the roads
were splendid. Why' wouldn't they?
They would tell him that—especially
his own friends—notwithstanding the
fact that they were being almost
thrown, out of their ce |

We have heard a good deal about
the advantages of governments be-!
ing “in line"”, I have always said

that it depends entirely on the Gov-
ernments; on what Government is in
line, and with what. I want to show |
you just how the two Covernments
“in line” are working cut at the pre-
[srnt time. I have a record here,
{ but I shall not wait to hunt it un.
There was a presentation at this cou- |
ference of 1927 between the Provinces |
and the Dominion of Canada, made|
by the present Premicr of this l’ro-f
vince and the Hon, Mr, Inman, The |
presentation urged very strongly the
revival and continuation of the Fed-
eral highway grant to this Provines.
This Government was then, as it 1s
now, “in line” with the Federal Gov-
ernment; and what was the result?
We find that a'debated resolution on
the very same matter came up In
the House of Commons during the
present session. We find the Hon,
John E. Sinclair on the floor of the
House condemning, the continuation
of that grant and saying that while |
we had it it was more injurious than |
snything else, because it had indne-
ed extravagant expenditure, and tiat

The statement har been made that
because of our reducing the taxes
they have not been able to increase
the teachers' salaries. Of course
that statement has oniy to be con-
sidered for a moment in order that
it may be seen just how ridiculous
The leader of the Government
in his budget speech mentioned the
repeal of the poll tax; that was one
of the reasons. He surely could not
have been Serious when he made
that statement. He must have for-
goiten for a moment that the poll
tax was repealed four yecars before
he came into power, The revenue of
tie country had been deprived of
that source for those four years and
ng all that time he had becn
studying the Public Accounts and
lecluring the House on this matter.
e certainly could not have had the
poll tax revenue in ‘mind when he
made his promise to the teachers a
year ago, for he knew just exactly,
where he stood with regard to the
poll tax at that time, He might just
as well have taken into considera-
tion a tax that had been repealed

twenty years ago. (Applause.)

Mr. Saunders’ Attitude

What was my hon friend's atti-
tude with regard to this matter? I
would like to ask who it is that is
charging the previous Government
with the reduction of taxes. In what
position does he stand himself on this
question? I would like to draw my
friend’'s attention to the Ilast
in which he was leading the Op-
position. I have already referred to
that famous speech of his in the
budget debdte of 1927, and I -now ask
what his attitude was at that time
with regard to reduction in taxation?
In that speech he charged us with
extravagance; he spoke of the in-
creases in revenue that were coming
in. An increase in lieu of railway
taxation had already been received,
but as a matter of fact he inten-
tionally ignored that $80,000 because
he caid we were not entitled to it
and therefore. it was not part of our
revenue at all; so he made up the
deficit, leaving that $80,000 out en-
uirely, He was therefore thoroughly
aware of the receipt of the $80,000
and he was also thoroughly aware
that we were receiving the $125,000
interim subsidy as recomMended by
the Duncan Commission, That was a
settled matter and he treated it as
such in his speech, With all those
things in his mind, Mr. Speaker, jet
us see what he said on that occasion
on the floor of this House.

First let me refer to his statement
‘on the Draft Address as repovied '+
the Patriot of March 19, 1957+

“As leader of the Liberal party,

I want to say that one of the

planks of the platform of the Lib-

eral party if returned to power
will be at least a reduction in
the auto tax, and a downward

rovision of taxation generally, X

make this statement and 1 repeat

it so that there may be no miss
take about it.”

N 5
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