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THE YEAR THAT’S AWA’

Most of us will regard lhc vear thal s awa’ with mixed
feelings. Both from the lmprrml and the domestic po-im
of view, it has had its successes as well as its disappoint-
ments. The last half has been clouded by the war, which
has completely overshadowed evervthing else, and which
makes us hesitate to dilate at any length on events of
minor importance.

As a record for future reference
nhening day of the new vear, throw a backward glance at
the outstanding happenings as they more directly affect
ourselves. )

The vear 1914 opened with the brightest prospects in
the hi.étur_\' of the province. The harvest of the previous
year had been bountiful; the fox industry had attained a
popularity and prosperity unequatled by any other com-
mercial enterprise in Canada. Arrangements had heen
undertaken for thie due celebration of the jabilee of Con-
federation, of which the Jsland is the cradle.

Municipally, a.pew Mayor and City Council were elect-
ed in January, the Mayor, Mr. R. H. Sterus, succeeding His
Worship  Mr. (‘lmrle-s'l.yrm& The new Council entered
upon office with energy and enterprise which has resulted
in progressive administration of the City's affairs. Their

we may on this, the

efforts for the most part were devoted to making suitable
preparation for the celebration of the Confederation
Jubilee, :- At the instance of Premier Mathieson an in-

fluential public meeting was held at which a Committee,
representative of the whole province, was selected to take
charge of the arrangements, and bhoth the Provincial and
l)omi::ioil Governnents agreed to contribute towards the
cost of the celebration of thiz most important anniversary.
It was decided that the event would take place during the

third week in August and it was anticipated that His
Royal Highness, the Governor-General, Premier Borden,
Sir Wilfrid Laurier, Sir Charles Tupper and other notables
would give it their patronage and possibly grace it with
their presence. Islanders generally, both at home and
abroad, entered enthusiastically into the zarrangements

and it was coniidently expected that the influx of visitors
to the Island would be the greatest in its hictory. Alas,
almost at the last moment, intimation was received of the
declaration of war with Germany and in a momeont the
plans and preparations of six months nought.
The shock of the declaration was such that a!l preparations
for rejoicing automatically ceased, and the thoughts and
efforts of the community were at once turned in the direc-
tion of facing the new situation which had arisen. Since
August the people of Prince Edward Island in common
with those of the rest of the Dominion and the Empire
have been directed towards assisting the Mother Country
in her titanic struggle with Germany and Austria-Hungary.
What has been done by the Island is fresh in everyone’'s
memory., \We have gent volunteers to the total of over
300 to active service. We have contributed as a free gift
directly from the inhabitants 80,000 bushels of oats to feed
the horges in France and Belgium. We have contributed
over $5,000 to the Canadian Woinen's Hospital Ship Fund.
We have contributed food, clothing and moncy to the esti-
mated value of $119,000 to the Belgian Relief Fund. We
have and are still contributing generously to the Patriotic
Fund for those whom our volunteers have left behind them
This, briefly, is the history of the last six months.

The effect of the war on the prosperity of this province
generally, has hardly been felt. The fox industry received
a check 8o far as the taking up of options and the purchase
of new options on next year's stock were concerned, but
the industry itself has not sufiered to any appreciable ex-
tent. In those instances where option-holders failed to
fulfil their contracts the young foxes were disposed of
otherwise, principally by being added to the ranches and
reducing the capitalization. Arrangements were imme-
diately made to deal with the new conditions and as the
result of a conference with the Covernment the Fox Breed-
ers Asgociation and the fox men generally have agreed
to adopt measures to safeguard the future of the industry
along legislative lines. A fox Parliament, representing
the fox breeders of each of the three counties has been
elected and will immediately set to work to draft suitable
legislation to be submitted to the Government for consi-
deration and adoption. The prospects for the future of
the industry are as bright and as roseate as ever and it is
confidently expected that it will continue to he one of the
greatest and most lucrative in the world.

So far ag social and domestic affairs are concerned, it
may lm recorded that great progress has been made in the
erectioh and fitting up of the Dalton Sanitarium at Wilt-
shire.” This munificent gift of the Hon. Charles Daiton
promises to be the greatest benefaction the Islan1 has cver
received and no pains is being spared to make it the most
efficient institution of the kind in Canada.

A new departure for the province was the inatitution of
a socfa! census at the instance of Rev, Dr. Myers, Toronte,
Variotis commitices are now at work investigating tue
progréss or otherwise of our educational, religious, and re-
formatory systems. As considerable care must he exer-
cised In coilecting and analysing the statistics and other
Intormtlon hearing upon such a census the reports are
not likely to be forthcoming for some time,

S;Dunatlnu Cathedral, which was destroyed by a

came to

{ dmmouu fire ih February, 1913, has been so far restored

as topermit of services heing held in {he basement. The
Ppro; s matle in the restoration of this magnificent Cathe-
dral Qﬁects the greatest credit upon gll concerned.

The harvest for the year was the best in the Island's
histordy and the prices obtained were correspondingly sat-
muctory The consequence has been that notwithstanding

‘| person was discovered and brought to justice.

the war, which has caused unlold disaster to communities '
where manufactorics are the mainstay has had little ap-
preciable effect on the circulation of money in this pro—
vince. The merchants report that the Christmas trade
was better than ever before, and that both in quantity and
quality the purchases. were greater and higher than here-
tofore. Thus it will be seen that the year 1914 began full '
of promise, received a temporary check midway and ended
fully up to expectation.

And now we are entering upon 2 New Ycar.
holds for us we do not know.
for our principal produce, there should he a continuance
of the present prosperity. A great deal depends upon the
enterprise and spirit of co-operaiion shown in every de-
partment. Our people are beginning to realize the value
of co-operation in dairying, poultry-raising, farmers’ insti-
tutes and women's institutes, and the latest forward move-
ment in the fox industry shows that fox ranchers are now
bent on following suit. All this should tend to further pro-
gress and prosperity in the year on which we have new
entered.

We have not touched upon the political progress during
the vear as we hope to review this in our next issue.

On this, the first day of the new year, we wish our read-
ers and the province a full measure of prosperity and
happiness.

What it
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ARMY CONTRACTS

There are the usual reports of corruption in connection
with the contracts given by the Militia Department.
Charges of this kind are common and have been heard in
connection with contracts large and small in every depart-
ment. Unfortunately many such chzrges prove only too
tree; the great majority of them, however, when traced to
their source are found to be groundless and to have orig-
inated either in suspicion or in political design.

In connection with the equipment of the two contingents
now ready for the front, there were, necessarily, very many
and very. large contracts.: It stands to the credit of Can-
adians and of the heads of the Militia Department partic-
ularly that, so far, only one conviction has been secured,
that of a War Office agent, formerly an army lieutenant,
who received an illegal commission when buying goods.
Yet reports are being circulated that there has been
corruption. in the letting of other contracts. These may
be well or ill-founded, but one thing may be relied upcn,
they will be probed to the bottom and if guilt is found it
will be punished. Every suspicious case is promptly in-
vestigated by independent officials and there is little
chance for the guilty to escape. The Prevention of Cor
ruption Act imposes heavy fines and imprisonment on
transgressors and the honor of the Government is at stake
in its enforcement so that there is left for the corrupt
and the dishonest but a slim chance, if even that, to escape.
It is not always an easy matter to determine whether
one accused of grafting is intentionally dishonest or is
merely incompetent. There is in army contracts as in

case the country loses, possibly as much by the former
by the latter, but the system of investigation covers both.
It will be remembered that during the Boer War canned
food supplied by one contractor was rejected as bad, yet was
afterwards purchased by another who made a fortune out
of the transaction. British rifles were smuggled into Soutix
Africa in piano cases and under other covers and sold to
tiie Boers, and those guilty of this act of treason escaped
detection, although Scotland Yard undertook to hunt them
out. The British Committee investigating the scandals
connected with that war found that the British taxpavers
had been defranded of vast sums, vet only one guilty
In a great
many cases where exhorbiant prices had been paid it was
found that incompetence rather than dishoncsiy
cause, S

‘I'he embalmed beef scandal in the United States during
the war with Spain and the astounding corrupticn brought
to-light on both sides in the war between Japan and Rus-
¢ia are other instances of this species of human greed
which defies loyalty as well as law and right. These ex-
ceptional cases, however, black and revolting as they are,
only serve to demonstrate the general honesty of the bus-
iness men who are concerned in these contracts. Out of
the many milliong involved only a comparatively few dol-
lars find their way into the grafter's pocket.

Army contracts are, after all, only contracts, and while
thousands arc entered into yearly, involving many millions
of dollars and many contractors, the amount of dishonesty
on the whole is small. The Government is taking the right
course in connection with the rumors now in circulation,
in following them to their sources. The public will de-
mand this and nothing less will satisfy them. While men
are giving their lives, while the people are making sacri-
fices for the cause in which the Empire is cngaged there
will be littie mercy shown either by tiie Government or
by the people to any who undertake to make dishonest
dollars out of it.

was the

DIGGING IN

This is a war of trenches says the Manchester Guardian.
So much so that we speak not of our soldiers in the field,
but of our soldiers in the trenches. The correspondents of
the Paris press who have been taken on a conducted tour
along the front;-have described to us that these trenches
are eiaborate underground shelters in the firing line, with
draing and sleeping bunks and machicolated embankments;
behind these still more trenches of the same kind; behind
these again underground chambers with special rooms for
officers and for wounded, and kitchens where tea is made
and soup and food brought up from the rear are made hot;
and finally, alleyways 6 feet deep and 3 feet broad, winding
three or four miles to the rear, out of rifle and shrapnel
fire. Trenches Have been used in war from the eighteenth
and even the seventeenth centuries, but until the Boer War
elmost always in sieges. The first pitched battles, as apart
from sieges, in which trenches were used on any scale were
Colenso and Magersfontein. The Boers were not the first
to invent entrenchments for field warfare. They got the
idea from the military scientists of Europe, particularly, of
course, the Germans, and with their instinct for cover,
acquired from the Bantu warriors, the\ applied the idea
with amazing cleverness,

The Boers taught England much that has heen of use in
this war, but nothing perhaps so valuable as the art of dig-
ging. German officers who have written to the leading
German newspapers have testified to the superiority of the
English entrenchments over their own. ‘“Rye-witnesses,”
and even the official communiques, have spoken of the fight-
ing since the battle of Aisne began as a sort of siege on a
great scale. But at Mons and Charleroi, in the first stage
of the war, as in Poland today, the trench, which up till
1899 was'distinctive of siege operations, has been used in
open battle, In the Franco Prussian and Crimean wars
infantry, as a rule, faced one another unsheltered and afoot,
as at the Pattle of Waterloo.

NOTES

4

ta Algace- Lnrraine brother is fighting against brother,
the people’s sympathies being divided between the Gor-
mans and the French.
inhabitants habitually speak French, taken altogether tho

,terntory is said to be strongly in favor of control by the

Republic. When the war is ended jif the “lost provinces”
pags out of Germany's hands, wise aull liberal government.
will have to be exercised if trouble is to be avolded,

Judging by the prices ruling ;

‘ Judge and Mrs.

every otlier undertaking the possibility of an error in judg-i
ment, as well as the possibility of dishonest gain. In either | wid

Although only about 200,000 of the |

HAPPENINGS OF THE WEEK] scuorees

I Christmas_passed off very quietly in
Charlottetown. Family parties were
quite general and during the week
several enjoyable informal gat

have taken place, gaily joined im by
the different students who are home

‘rrom the colleges and who are now

THANK I.IDIES

Sir, —On behalf o( the non-commiss-
‘ioned officers and men oif the 82nd
Regiment, Composite Battalion, T de-
sire to express to the ladies of Prince
Edward Island nvy appreciation and
thanks for the kindness you have
shown, and the trotble you have tak-
en, at t.hu glad season of the year in

| preparing to return to school life a-
gain aner an all too shon. vacation.

* =

(hristmas services were held in

several of the city Churches, special
music being rendered by the respec-
tive choirs. The interior church de-
corations were most artistically ar-
ranged leaving a pleasing effect.

* %

The Free Masons fittingly celebrat-
<d St. Johns Day this week by attend-
ing service in St. James Church on
Sunday, Rev. Dr. Fullerton, Past
Grand Master giving them a hearty
welcome and delivering a powerful
address. On Monday the installation
of officers took the form of a social
event and under  the directions of
most worshipful Grand Master G. S.
Inman, K. C., was most enjoyable.

% 3

Mrs. (Dr.) Reddy of Montreal is
spending the holidays with her moth-
er Mrs. L. M. Poole.

* 3 %

Mr. and Mrs. Theodore Cossman of
Halifax spent the Christmas week
with Mr. and Mrs. J. A. S. Bayer,
Brighton.

s & 3

Quité the nicest dance of the season
was delightfully arranged for last
Monday evening by Mr. C. Simpson
and Mr. C. Tidmarsh. Being a pro-
gzramme dance the young people had
a specially delightful time. The ex-
cellent music furnished by Miss
Blanchard, with quite a number of
extras, made a nicely varied program-
me and the prettily arranged hall of
the Ladies Club was never in better
condition, the floor been ideal for
dancing. Many very dainty costumes
were noticed among the bevy of pret-
ty voung people in attendance and
who were delightfully chaperoned by

Mrs W. A, O. Morson, Mrs. R. B,
Norton, Mrs, C. H. BB. Longworth and
Mrs. W. E. Hyndman.

* % 3

Stewart returned
{ vesterday from a holiday trip to Mon-
cton, the guests of Mr, and Mrs. Jon-
cs.
‘ * & 3
| Mr. Philip A (Tip) Musgrave of the
Halifax Naval College is visiting Mr.
and Mrs. L. W. Watson, Esplanade,
and will be their guest for about six
weeks. Since his arrival, Mr. Mus-
#rave, who spent his childhood in this
is having a delightful time being
ely entertained by the personal
, friends of his parents, and is also
making a host of friends ror himself
in the vounger social circle,

* %

| oy,

Miss Mary Lavie of Edgehill Ccl-
lege is having a pleasant visit with
friends in this city and was the guest
ol honor at a very nicely arranzed
Bridge on Wednesday evening.

* & %

The illness of Mr. Artemas Lord,
Drighton, is (le(pl\ rogrutul by his
friends.

L

Hon. Charles Dalton spent a  few
days here this week before leaving on
a visit to Boston.

® 8 &

Mr. Claude Murphy, who is with the
sccond contingent at St. John, spent
a few days this week with his father

Senator P. C. Murphy, Tignish. Mr.
Murphy is a very bright and witcy
chap and decidedly popular in his

company.
$ % &

The Lieutenant Governor and Mrs.
togers are to receive as usual at
Government House this afternoon.

® &

“The Soldier Boys' gave their re-
latives and friends a delightiu! sur-
prise when they arrived home on
special furlough for Christmas and
were very hu.u‘ul) \ul(on- 2d back.

The continued mnos;, of AMr. 8. W,
Crabte is much regretiad by his
very wide circle of friends.

- - -

A cable receiveu .rem London on
Wednesday, December 23rd, announc-
ed the marriage of Ethel Marion
Farquhar, daughter of Captain J. A.
and Mrs. Farqubar, to Lieutenant
Moerk Martin, of H. M. S. Hcmmon,
will be of interest to her friends in
Charlottetown. The ceremony was a
very quiet one, Lieutenant Martin's
brother having but two weeks pre-
viously died of wounds received in
action.

SOLDIIERS HEARING
IMPARIED BY REPORTS
OF THEIR OWN GGUNS,

LLONDON, December 29.— The an-
nouncement that the British govern-
ment intend to appoinf an emergency
committee to consider measures for
the prevention of gun deafness among
soldiers and sailors, calls attention to
an added terror of war which has
been much discussed recently in mil-
itary and medical cireles.

“The enemy may not deprive you of
life or limb,” says a medical corres-
pondent, “but it is fairly certain that
vour own artillery will slowly but
surely make you deaf.”

Several officers who recently retur-
ned on furlough from the French
front were called up for examination
and found to have suffered more than
a fifty per cent. impairment in hear-
ing, owing to the incessant ear-split-
ting reports of their own guns. The
exact physiological reason was usual-
ly found in a rupture of a drum mem-
brane, with occasionally a shattering
or concussion of the aural labyrinth,

Both the French and American na-
vies have made special provision for
the prevention of gun deafness. The
French have several ingenious arti-
ficial contrivances, while the Ameri-
cans are said to use a blinker-like
bandage of vulcanite rubber, with cel-
luloid stoppers for the ear holes. The
Japanese are also reported to. have
adopted  mechanical  conirivances
which lessen the shock on the ear
drum.’

BARKENTINE IN DISTRESS.

HONOLULU, December 20— A
wireless message ‘'was recc'lved ‘here
vesterday from the liner Sonoma, say-
ing that the barkeritine Irmgrad was

A _tug sent out returned  here last
n&nt, unable to locate the vessel.

in distress south of the island of Oak, |

ing us so graciously by for-
wurding to us such appetizing eat-
ables and delicaces as puddings, cake
chocolates, creams, candy of various
iLinds, etc.

Our Christmas dinner was one
which we shall not easily forget al-
though we were a pood many miles
from home in the serwlces of our King
and country, and a sense of longliness
cotild not help pervading us,when we
heard the names of various ladies of
Charlottetowr: whom we knew called
out as contributors we felt as if we
were back on Dear Old Prince Ed-
lward Isle, the place we love the best.

Again thanking the ladies and ex-
tending to them the compliments of
this glad season, 1 am etc.,

Yours Sincerely,
H. PORRIOR.

Wellington Barracks,
Halifax, N. S. Dec. 30'14.
on’ behalf of the non-commissioned
officers and men of the 82nd Regi-
ment, Composite Battaliorn.

EVERY BRITISH SOLDIER
WAS hEMEMBERED

LLONDON, December 31.—In north-
ern France Christmas morning follow-
¢d a cloudy night, clear and crisp,but
not too cold. That cloudy Christmas
eve was just what the Santas of the
Arnmry Service Corps wanted, and they
wor-ed forward even to the extreme
points of the trenches of British sol-

diers. Som:2 of these trenches had on-
.1y been captured a few hours prev-
iously.

At only one place, just south of
Bethune, was there any serious at-
tacsi by the enemy, and with visions
of turkey and plum pudding awaiting
their return, two British regziments
meot the advance more than half wuy,
and used the bayonet  in fine style,
driving the attackers back with but
insignificant loss to themselves, and
got back to their owa trenches just
«s the Christmas fare was arriving.

They enjoyed a well earned and
peaceful Christmas dinner.
w il
There must have Lesn some units

who were missed ,but up to Saturday
morning not a single complaint had
come into my old major,who so ade-
quately played the part of Santa
Claus. Filed upon the platfarm  of
the big station here are still tons of
Christmas stores, crutes of turkeys
and hamspers and Liz cases of bis-
cuits, chocolates, mufflers, socks und
caps. In the estimate of one . army
service officer, there is enough left
to supply a great part of the army
for a week,so splendid has peen Brit-
ain's gift in kind to thz brave troops
'at the front, und seasonable supplies
are still piling into this base.
. o+ s

¥ Christmas morning opened quictly
with = the carillon bells from the
guaint old cathedral tower almost
joyous in their peals. Then about
seven o’clock came the usual —rumble
,of the enemy’s big guns,which meant
’that Christmas was to be as other
'duya had be2n,no celebration to the
Prince of Peace, but a forced tribute
lto the god of strife. It did not phase
.our troops. They expected it and
took it as part of the Christmas
menu.

* %

Today I have been endeavoring to
*t‘.race the Canadians, who are sup-
posed to be close to the firing line.
French officers still declare that over-
seas troops have arrived at the first
reserve base,but British officers who
have travelled most of the line from
Ypres to Arras, will not confirm,and
mildly deay, that the Canadians have
anv immediate chance of going into
action, Some of my friends among
the correcpondents who have come!
along the British lines of communica-
tion, too, doubt the report, and they
have had every opportunity of com-
|ing across them. Perhaps they are
part of the new:scheme which the al-
lies are preparing an oflensive scheme
iwhich friendly oflicers tell us: will sur-
prise friends as well as foes,and will
irerhaps set the seal of comvlete fail-
lure on the kaiser’'s costly attempt to
reach Calais.

“Try our Black and White 5c¢ cigar
-—it is recognized by critical smokers
as the best on the market, for the
price. Try one, you will like it, Mac-
Kinnon Drug Co., Cor. Great George
and Kent Streets. Mtf.

NOTICE.—The annual meeting of
shareholders and patrons of Cornwall
Creamery Company will be held in the
Hall, Cornwall, Wednesday, January
13th at 2.20 p. m. D, H. MURCHISON,
Secretary.

8109-1-4-mwtlifrm6i

“CALANDARS FOR 1915.—We are
clearing out the balance of our beauti-
ful stock of Calendars at half price.
Come quick and  secure ono. Prices
range from He. up.—CARTER & CO.

To Our-
oldiers and Sailors

Customers and Friends
Hyndman & Co. Ltd.

General Insurance Agency.
61 Queen Street, Charlottetown

WHOLESALE GROCER

Offers for sale the following stock:—-
Barrels & bags, CAWTHORDP’S IMPERIAL
FLOUR.
Barrels and bags, McCAHILL’S
FLOUR.
Barrels, ROYAL LOAF, all Manitoba wheat
Flour.
Barrels, GILT EDGE & VICTORIA, second
grade Flour.
Bags, Kiln dried CORNMEAL.
Bags, CRACKED CORN.
Bags, WHEAT BRAN.
Chests and caddies, HASZAR
and cheaper TEAS.
Barrels and

SU JAR
arrels and bags,
SL‘(;AR.
Bags
SUGAR. .
Barrels and bags, Barbados
SUGAR.

Puncheons, Tierces and barrels,
FANCY BARBADOS MOLASSES.

PLANET

D’S BRAHMIN
XXX GRANULATED
No. 1 REFINED YELLOW
CRYSTAL
MUSCOVADO

bags

BRIGHT DEMERARA

HORACE HASZARD

EXTRA

English Tinned Meats, Ivelecon Cubes, Sauces,
ete.

French Peas, Mushrooms, ete.

Peter’s Chocolates in Cartons or cases.

All goods guaranteed
quoted upon application.

ete.,

and lowest prices

Horace Haszard

Charlottetown, P.E. I.
December, 1914
7076-12- 19'\hmlh2wk:

—

P WN
A Comfort in

Cold Weather

The Perfection Oil Heater
isthe neatest, most economical
and satisfactory for heating
any room—Ilarge-or small. Jt
will heat quickly and thorough-
ly, is smokeless, odorless and
safe. The Perfection uses less
fuel, gives more heat, and can
be used for many more pur-
poses than others.

Cal' in and see the lire we
are showing.

Fennell & Chandler

Victoria Row
—4

LTD. 8079-12-30-M2i.

We have on hand aco

McPhersons Lighting

Men’s, -

made of stron leather-mvm

Hockey Boots

rplete line of hockey hoots for you to select from. Made

from the proper materials an wnll fit toinsure you the greatest comfort. All heels are
securely rivited and seams st Ongly sewn.

tch in Myle Hide & Box Kids with half and spring heel—
you a firm ankle and making skating much easier.

Nomen's, Boy’s; Children,s in several leathers at moderate prices.

DFF BROS

128 Rlchmond Street




