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RAF. ATTACKS 15-SHIP ENEMY

Allied Armies Prepare Final Assault In Tunisia

6 Axis Ships
98 Planes Are
Destroyed

Ground Forces Get In-
to Position For All-
Out Offensive.

By WES GALLAGHER
(Associated Press Staff
Writer)

ALLIED HEAD-
QUARTERS IN NORTH
AFRICA, April 18—(AP)
—Six more Axis ships
have been sunk or dam-
aged and 38 planes des-
troyed in the ceaseless
war of attrition in the
Mediterranean area, Al-
lied headquarters an-
nounced today. Aground,
Gen. Sir. Harold Alex-
ander’s forces prepared
for the assault on the
mountain - rimmed de
fences of Tunis and Biz-
erte.

Although the Italian communique |*

received here in broaccasts asserted
that “intense and prolonged Aart-
fllery duels” were °taking -place,
with massed.-.guns sweeping the
helghts and defiles, the Alllec com-
munique mentioned only patrol
activity along the 140-mile front.
A French headquarters announce-
ment said operations continued in
the mountain region south of Pont
Du Fahs and 170 prisoners were
eaptured in local engagements.

The Royal Navy and United
Btates heavy bombers combined in an

(Continued on page 17, Col. GT—

Nazis Continue
Conferences

LONDON, April 18 — (CP) —
Admiral Nicholas Horthy, Regent
of Hungary, has concluded a two-
day visit to Hitler at the Ger-
man Dictator's headquarters and
Britsh quarters tonight interpret-
¢ed the conference as a continued
Nazi effort to build military and
political fences against a possible
Allied invasio.. of the Balkans.

It was the fourth recent con-
ference of fts kind. First, King
Boris of Bulgaria was summoned
before the Fuehrer, A four-day
tonference of Hitler and Musso-
lin last week was followed by a
pilgrimage of the Rumanian dic-
tator, Marshal Ion Antonescu, to
Germany and Rome,

British circles sald the obvious
propaganda aim of all the meet-
g‘lﬂio l‘:éls 1{0 cre;be an urnpresslon

arity and unity of purpose
¥ithin the yAxls. v purh

French Guerillas
Continue Active

FONDON,  April 18 —(CP)—
: hting French Headquarters said
oday Prench guerillas and parti-
8ans killed more than 50 Germans,
8'uﬂunded hundreds and destroyed
wc.h Nazi equipment as 144 rail-
n&y coaches, seven locomotives and
pob trucks and 4,226 gallons of gas-
,,“i ¢ gurlna the first two weeks in

- ry.
Belated reports from France told

:1’ 11 grenade attacks upon Ger-
m:‘IIO-dOCClmled premises in that
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War Situation Last Night

By Carl C. Cranmer, Associated Press War Analyst

The battle impending on the Carthaginian Peninsula for Tunis and
Bizerte may well be a preview of other battles that must be fought on the
European continent before Rome and Berlin are brought to unconditional
surrender.

The north African battleground which has served as a bloody lab-
oratory for development of Allied technigue in mobile tank warfare and in
aerial co-operation with troops may be the third phase—the scientific at-
tack on modern systems of fixed fortifications under conditions of siege.

All the indications are that Hitler has ordered his forces in Tunisia
to emulate the 6th army at Stalingrad, to duplicate the sacrifices exacted |
of the attacking forces at Odessa and Sevastopol and, if possible, to equal '
the performances of Allied forces in such areas as Leningrad and Tobruk.

If the Allies are successful in blasting open and capturing this brist-
ling bridgehead with comparatively small casualties the result will be far
more decisive than appears on the surface.

It would pretty well demolish Hitler's last dream—a successful
fence of the fortress of Europe and its system of forts within a fort.

On !he other hand if they win all Tunisia but at terrific cost, Axis
hopes will soar and for the Allies the red flag of danger will be raised
along with the banners of victory.

At this time the chances are good that the Allies will win in Tun-
isia their ‘grentest victory of the war next to Stalingrad and will capture
or othenylse eliminate close to 200,000 German and Italian troops.

But if the victory is at high cost it will raise the question as to
whether United Nations manpower is equal to the drain of a succession
of sleges all the way from the beaches of Dieppe or Marscille to the heart
of Hitlerland.

Except for the British 8th army, which successfully attac
lines of field fortifications at EI Alamein and El Aght-i{a and l:e‘:l:t‘):::
system of pre-war forts and defences at Mareth, the western Allies have
had practically no experience against modern belts of prepared dvr{-nce.

The Germans, on the other hand, have learned the strengths and
weaknesses of all the systems of defence evolved by European military
science. They captured the secrets of the Czecho-Slovak defence system
intact. They have had an opportunity to study at first hand the ~ml-
vantages and disadvantages of the Mannerheim line in Finland, The
I.\'Il:i:not line of France and the Mareth line of Tunisia are well kn;)wn to

They have learned much from the Russian system of defence and
they understand by now the heretofore unsuspected resistant qu;llities of
a battered city whose every street, buildipng and pile of masonry must be

de-

Thglr own ingen:mity taught them the weakness of the bunkers of
Poland, the “water line” of Holland and Fort Eben Emael of Belgium,
They can be relied upon to put all these lessons to use and try new

Kerber

vance up the Tunisian coast. Meanwhile American, French forces
thrusting toward Bizerte and Tunis from positions in the interior of

This battle cry from Gen. Bernard Montgomery is spurring the British Eighth Army on in the ad-

roads and railways in the area where the last battles for Tunisia may be fought.

and the British First Army are
Tunisia, Map spots key towns,

|
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Four Airmen
Are Rescued

Drifted 30 Hours Off Coast Of Cape
Breton After Plane Was Forced
Douwn.

British Highway
Casualties Heavy

BLACKBIU'RN, England, April 18

me!l;?ds of their own in preparing their defences.
remains to be seen what plans the Allies have thou,

i 4 R 4 ght up to re-
duce steel and concrete forts and bunkers, protceted by belts of mines,
barbed wire, trenches, tank traps and other obstructions.

: Repulse Seven
Nazi Counter-Attacks

LONDON, April 18 —(CP)—Rus-
sian troops keat off seven German
counter-attacks 1 the northwest-
ern Caucasug today and killed 1,400
of the enemy to boost the Nazi
ceath toll to 6,200 in three days,
Moscow announced tonight.

The seven German counter-at- |

“Blind’’ Voyage

LONDON, April 18 —(CP Cable)
— The British submarine H.M.S.
Ursula has reached her home port |

Score Hits
On Several
AXis \igssels

Night Raid On Italy Indicated;
London Has Three Alerts.

April 19 —(Mon-

LONDON,
day) — (CP)— R.AF. planes
pounding at German shipping
lashed at an enemy convov of
15 ships off the Netherbanids
coast and raided the docis ot

Dieppe Sunday, while air rad
warnings early today in western

LONDON, ~April 19 —(Mon- Switzerland Indicated that he:

day) — (CP) — Britain-based s pply ARy
bombers of the R.A.F. took the li”tc':hr::"wm?ﬁrs“;‘;j"'" might
:‘lm.g,.r.f‘u"; lq\'vr ll.h(; ;:I[:;u“fnr London, meanwhile, had three
JERsCcongiimeginyres: a alerts within 12 hours, one a

week to blast targets in north-
ern Italy, it was announced
today.

false alarm, and the other tvo
set off by nuisance raiders. One
German plane approached the
city last night and a small force
penetrated to the city's out-
skirts early today before heing
chased back. No bombs were
dropped, but London's dcfences
set up a terrific fire.
Beaufighters of the coastal
mand, escorted by Spit
at the convoy off the 1}

Is Honored

coast, laving hits on severa) vessel
ara leaving the largest one on five
anrd listing

While the Spitfires

enemy aircraft, the lea
fighters raked the ships th gun-
fire Then a fresh wave plunged in
with torpedoes

The Alr Ministry gaic the 1
ship , a oediur d n
vessel, was st two torper
Returning pilo other ships
“certainly” weipe tc doed

Dispatcheg frem rict
alr rald warnines
zerland late I:
that allied bo
route to northe

Ventura bombers escorted by
fighters attackeq the docks
Dieppe yesterday afternoon.
ing on the non-stop a

in which R.A.P
fighter-bombers
and power sta i
Germany, France a

at

Lieutenant (Nursing Sister) Mary
Winnifred MacNutt, a native of
Charlottetown, P.E.I., received the
award of the Royal Red Cross from

(Continued on Page 7. Col 3)

th e SomL %, ot | Potato Shortage

Ottawa, on Friday afternoon,

Second Front' Is
An Ocearﬂont

BRISTOL, April 18 —(CP Cable)
— Sir Stafford Cripps told an au-
dience today in a war review that

In Niagara Falls

NIAGARA FALLS, Omt., April 18
—No potatoes Ve be {
into Niagara Fal
W. Dickson,

—(CP)— Britain suffered more
hirhway casvaliies in 1942 than she
did ameng the armed forces during
te first ivo ¢ the war,
Leslie Hore-Belisha told an ac-
cident prevention meeting here to-
night

Hore-Belisha, fcrmer Afr Minister
and a one-time minister of trans-
port who had charge of hinhwavs,
said the hithwoyv easialtics in 1942

SYDNEY, N.S., April 18—CP)—After nearly 30 hours adrift in a rub-
ber dinghy and on a crumbling ice-cake in the Gulf of St. Lawrence, {wo
Canadians and two Britons of the crew of an aircraft from an Eastern
Canada R.AF. Station were rescued by a government vessel Saturday ;
morning about 15 miles off the west coast of Cape Breton Island.

The aircraft was reported missing about 4:30 a.m. Friday, while on a

i “routine flight.” It was first sighted just b fore dusk that cvening, but

the rescue vessel was unable to reach it before morning.

Air Force officlals gave no in- |
dication whether or not the plane |
was searching for another air-
craft froem the station that has been
missing since April 8 with four|
Britons aboard.

MEMBERS OF CREW
The members of the crew, all

whom suffered no ill effects from
their night in the open, are

Bracken Leaves
For Kamloops

TORONTO, April 18 — (CP) —

John Bracken, National Progressive
Conservative Leader, left here by
train tonight for Kamloops, where
he is scheduled to arrive Tuesday
midnight for a two-week tour of
British Columbia,

Mr. Bracken, who had just
ended a week’s round of west-
ern Ontario after having been
to New Brunswick and Quebec
Prnvlnct_:' will follow hl‘l .p’rl-

Pilot, Sgt. J. A. Beer, RAF,
Northampton, England;
First Navigator, PO, . N.
Kilgour, R.C.A.F,, Shawville, Que.
Second Navigator, 0. H,
Mennie, R. C. A. F,

nt,

Wireless Operator, LAC. E. A,
Nash, K. A. ¥, Naundersfoot,
South Wales,
Forced down b

Timmins,

engine trouble,

the plane pancaked on the sea tish C bia trip by

just in sight of land and sank in Prairie centres, then Nova
40 minutes. The fliers loaded their |  gcotia and Prince Edward Isl-
rubber dinghy with rations and | gand,

supplies and launched it
the plane disappeared,

PADDLE TO ICE FLOE

before

’ In an interview here hefore de-
parture, he said that “I am more
proud to be a Canadian the more
I move around this country.”

They paddled to a nearby ice )
floe, hauled the dinghy up on | this was Canada’s war, he added,
the fce. A searching aircraft pass- | “the more readilv they accept the
ed in the distance, but failed to |sacrifices we have to make in order
see the Very light they fired. Mo win'

kTR g Mo SINK 21 AXIS SHIPS

bruised about the head in the
landing, but outside of that they
escaped injury.

Their clothes were soaked, 80
they removed their shoes
stockings, tore their
into strips and wrap
about their legs and necks to
provide warmth.

They decided to try to reach the
Cape Breton coast, so launched

LONDON, April 18 —(CP)—Brit-
ish submarines have destroyed 21
enemy ships in the Mediterranean,
exclusive of a number of small en-
emy craft, from the time of the
preparation of the Mareth Line of-
fensive, the Admiralty said in a
statement tonight. i

Five were large supply vessels
and three were tankers.

1-18-M-tt.

(Continued on Page 7, Col 2)

1]
The more - people came to realige

totalled 147,544, while the armed
service suffered 145,012 casunitics
during the first two years of the
war.

ﬁreﬁ Next
dn Scheduie?

BERNE, April 18 ®-(AP)—A
dispatch from Gibraltar to the
Tribune de Geneve today re-
ported military activity at the
fortress which it said was be-
lieved to be in preparation = for
an attack against Crete after
the eventual success in Tunisia.

1t reported heavy movement
of troops, materials, and war-
ships, and arrival at Gibraltar
of a large number of planes.
More than 25000 troops have
left Gibraltar for an unspecified
destination, it added, with daily

departures both toward the
Mediterranean and the At-
tantic,

..One of the first actions ex-
pected after Tunisia is an at-
tack “to neutralize the power
of the German fortress estab-
lished on the Isle of Crete,” the

tacks were launched in an effort to |
regain an important height seized
by the Russians several days ago
| when they renewed their attemptl
to oust the Germans from thelr
l[nolhold at Novorossisk and on the
Taman Peninsula opposite the

said.

Increased aerial activity was gen-
eral along the Russian front, and
| the Russians declared their air
force had the upper hand both in
combat and in the renewed long-
range raids on East Prussian ports
and German air fielcs,

In the week ending Saturday the
Russians said their :€rmen destroy-

| ed 302 Germnan planes compared

to 103 Soviet aircraft lost, and
during tocay's operations destroy-
ed 25 in the Caucasus and eight
on the approaches to Leningrad in
the north

Russian staashes at German air-
dromes- also destroyed or damaged
30 more enemy planes, the com-
muniorue salc

Send Wheat, Flour
To North Africa

ALGIERS, April 18 —(AP)— The
Allies have landed apwroximately
1,100,000 bushels of wheat and flour
in North Africa to meet the food
crisis caused by last year's poor
crops, it was announced today.

More shipments are on the way,
the announcement said, adding that
“while the Allies have been land-
ing grain and flour for civil poo-
ulation since their arrival, Axis-
occupied Tunisia is belng denuded
of its grain stocks.”

103

CANADA

SOM

FLOUR

EXCELS IN T

HE KITCHEN

Crimea, the midnight communique |

after a voyage which included six
days of “blind” travel in the Medi-
terranean after an enemy destroyer

sheared away her periscope, the
Admiralty disclosed tonight,
The Ursula, one of a class of

small submarines, had its peri-
scope and much of its bridge car-
ried away by a charging destroyer
soon after she reached the Medi-
terranean on patrol, the Admiralty
said, but she managed to limp
home, depending entirely on instru-
ment for direction when she was
submerged.

Relatives Of Soldiers
Victims Of Hoax

HALIFAX, April 18—(CP)--re~
latives in Halifax of some Can-
adian Army men have been hoaxed
into believeing they have been
killed in action, headquarters of
military District No 6 disclosed to-

night.

Women with husbands or sons on
active service have been victims of
the hoax. They have been telepho-
ned by a person purporting to re-
present cable or telephone com-
panies, who tell them the relative
has been reported killed.

“Investigation in every Instance
has shown the message to be false,”

. the army added.

Authorities  could ascribe no
motive for the trick, aside from the
belief that it was perpetrated for
“sadistic pleasure.”

Labor Peer Urges
Early Invasion

LONDON, April 18 —(CP)— Lord
Strabolgi, labor peer, said today in
a speech at Croydon that he be-
lieved a “good and lasting peace
settlement in Europe” will not be
possible “unless we invade the con-
tinent now, before the people in
occupied countries have been ruin-
ed economically and spiritually.”

“Tt is the greatest mistake to be-
leve that time automatically is on
our side,” the Labor Pecer declared.
“It would be a policy of excessive
caution, even timidity, to wait until
the last building or blockhouse in
- Bizerte has been occupied before
launching an all-out British and
American attack on western Eur-

ope.”

“the - second front is an ocean
front” and that, while the subma-
rine remains a great danger, “in
the last six months the tonnage a-
vailable to the United Natlons has
shown a very considerable expan-
sion and the sinkings of U-boats
have shown a healthy increase.”
The Lord Privy Seal cautioned
that the heany blows the Allles

ously sapped the enemy's streneth. |
broken his troops’ morale or de- |
prived him of any large measure
of industrial strength.

INTERNATIONAL
AT A GLANGE

By The Canadian Press

WESTERN FRONT — R. A. F.
planes attack enemy convoy of 15
ships off Netherlands, hitting sev-
eral, bomb docks at Dieppe; Axis
stages two nuisance raids on Lon-
don which are turned back without
damage to the capital.

TUNISIA— Allicd aircraft and
sea forces disable six Axis vessels,
shoot down 38 planes in unceasing
assaults on enemy communic- |

assault on mountain chain barring
way to Tunis and Bizerte.

RUSSIA — Red troops beat off
seven counter-attacks in northwest-
ern Caucasus, killing 1,400 of enemy
and bringing three-day total of Axis
dead to 6,200,

SOUTHWEST PACIFIC — Amer-
fcan heavy bomber on reconnais-
sance hitg 10,000-ton Japanese ship
in Kavieng Harbor, New Ireland,
| while other aircraft bomb air-
{ drome at Kupang, Capital of Neth-
| erlands Timor.

TO MEET WINDSOR

OTTAWA, April 18 —(CP)—
Morrisburg Sailors, winners of the
eastern Canada semi-final basket-
ball series, will meet Windsor in
the eastern finals,

nesday night, it was learned here
tonight.

The second game will be playved
Thursday night and if a third
game is necessary it will be next
Saturday.

have dealt the Axls have not seri- thruughmn Hamilt

ations, while 8th Army prepares for |

a best-of-three |
series, at Windsor, starting Wed- |
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