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have they done in that regard? So
far as we have been able to find out,
* they have mot even communicated
with Ottawa, or the Federal author-
ities on the matter, Unless g
is-done at this session of the Legis-
lature we can oertainly ¢ them
with fallure to implement thelr' sol-
emn promise to the people, It should
o considered that when a political
_ party comes before the people of this
Province and pledges itself as the
Liberal party 'did in 1927 on this sub-
_Ject, some attempt at least would be
made to implement that promise if
it s at all possible, Even if this Gov-
ernment had decided that it was im-
possible for thém' to consider the
hem fally, they should have
come into this House and told us so.
They should have given us the infor-
mation, end their reasons, so that
the people would know the facts for
themselves, But the idea in this case,
as in many other cases, seems to be
to let this plank dangle in the air
and do service at another election.
We know that at the last election it
was of considerable service; it was
always facing those who were oppos-
ing my hon. friends, and it may be
that we shall hear of it again when
the time for another contest comes
around. 1 think, however, that this
matter should have some considera-
/tion at this session of Parliament.
1t there s nothing gii&e to be done,
at least let us have that much in-
formation. Will the. Government have
the frankness fo tell the people that
they will not put this plan into op-
eration? Then we shall know the po-

sition we are in, (Applause).

The Educational Problem’

'} There i another matter on which
T wish to make a few remarks; that
is the educational question, which
has beén recelving considerable at-
tentlon' at this session, The question
probably has assumed a different
‘form than at previous sessions of
the House, which may be accounted
for, by the manner In which the
teachers have been .pressing for an
increase ‘in zalaries, Had they not
made the final effort, and threaten-
ed to strike, it is possible that this
also might be another matter left
dangling in the air. Up to the pres-
ent time, & compromise has been
arranged hetween the Teachers’
Federation and the Government to
have a Commission investigate the
whole educational system and also
to make suggestions to the Govern-
ment, whereby the teachers may be
paid a living wage.

I notice that when the leader of
the houss was dealing with this mat-
cer of our educational problem, when
he touched on the matter of salaries
25 he did on two occasions, he was
very careful to tell us about the low
salary paid to the Prime Minister of
this Province, In the Draft Address
he deal with this mater, and also \n
the budget spaech. He told us that
the Prime Minister's salary was the
lowest of any Prime Minister in
Canada. T do not contradict him on
that mattes, but I think he might al-
so-have told this House, as we all
know that the leader of the Govern-
ment is not satisfied with one port-
follo, but that he has reached out
and faken a second, with' another
very fair salary of $1500 added to the
$2,000 which he receives as Prime
Minister. And that is not all, Mr.
Speaker, T would not bring this mat-
ter up if it had mnot been used so
strongly, to my mind, to show that
the teachers’ salaries were probably
high epough, 1 think that was the
idea v:x:ch promipted my hon. friend
%o use this illustration. But there is
a third salary which he receives by
way of indemnity during the ses-
slon, True, it is not very large, but
we all recelve that amount and it
alone is almost equal to the average
salary paid to the school ‘teachers
throughout this Province, That
makes three salaries which he Is re-
celving; but that is mot all. Added
/ to that again is another indemnity

for loss of time in attending the

trustee meetings at Falconwood Hos-
pital. Besides that there is still a lit-
tle more; {free {ravelling expenses
for instance and a fine car to drive
around in at the public expense. I
have time and again heard the Pre-
mier when he was in the Opposition
priticlse the then leader of the Gov-
srnment for using a car at the ex-
pense of the country, and if that ac-
tusation was just and fair then it is
Just and fair now. (Applause).
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Motor Cars and “Blood Money.”

Furthermore, the leader of the Op-
bosition today when he was leader
of this House was accused time and
again on ‘public platforms by politi-
ral men and«by understrappers who
were hired and sent out to talk about
thig very oar, that 1t was bought
from the profits of the Liquor Com-
mission. Y
ke,

e

think fhat the present

sm surprised today, Mr.

leader of ‘this Government would
even drive in a car that had come
out of the “blood money” of this
country, let alone use it for his own
pleasure and sport, (Applause,

We all admit, Mr. Speaker, that
the teachers’ salaries are not high, I
do not believe there is any reason-
able man in this Province who will
say that the teachers are paid a liv-
ing wage, I have taken some little
interest in the educational affairs of
this. Province, and I have noticed
time and again the enthusiasm and
energy that the school teachers in
the majority of cases throughout the
Frovince put into their work and it
is indeed most discouraging to a good
many of those people to know that
there is no prospect for a livelihood
for them, or of making their profes-
slon a life work in this Province,
When this Commission does meet,
they must take into consideration not
only the entire school system but
they must see to it that our public
school teachers who are taking care
of the youth of the land will be pro-
perly paid, There are some excellent
shcool teachers leaving the Province
year after year because they cannot
make a livelihood here, and we should
ha_ve a system whereby those good
teachers would be retained, It is a
noble profession, but you cannot ex-
pect any man to sacrifice the chanc-
e: he has in life, no matter how pub-
lic spirited he may be, for a profes-
sion in which he cannot make a dec-
ent lvelihood.

Government Unprepared

The answer hag been given to the
school ' teachers that the funds of
the Province are not adequate to pay
them an increase, tI was also stated
that an increase (o thé@t#ichers
would mean an increase in taxation
on the farmers. It has‘even been sald
on the floor of this House, that it
would be held against the teachers
that {hey had threatened to strike.
T do not beliéve, Mr. Speaker that
that is correct. I belleve that there
is a certain gmpathy with the teahc-
ers throughout the Province. How-
ever, the same people who have felt
sympathy with them may have roal-
1zed that the finances at the present
time were not sufficlent to give them
an incriese in salarles, 2u: what has
been the Government’s attitude with
reference to this matter? They knew
that ‘there was dissalisfaction a year
ago among the teachers with regard
to their salaries. They should have
prepared themselves —so—that when
this ‘threatened strike was about to
come off {hey would be in a position
to meet the teachers and at least
compromise on their salaries. They
could have done this had they gone
to the proper source, that is to the
Federal Government, &nd pressed
our claims in such a way that we
would have had results.

I might say further, with refer-
ence to education, that when the
findings of this Commission are
brought before the House, this Gov-
ernment should I\m prepared to take
immediate action In the matter of
increased salaries to teachers,

Prohibition and Smuggling

There is another matter which has
been referred to by nearly every
speaker, though in different ways.
That is Prohibition, T am not going
to argue the pros and cons of the
subject at this time, Mr, Speaker.
The question of Prohibition vs. Gov-
ernment Control is not the question
pefore the House at the present time.
That wag decided in 1927, and it is
again to be decided, we have been
told, in July of this year. But what
I wish to point out is that this Gov-
ernment pledged itself to enforce
Prohibition 100 per cent. They are
pledged to stop smuggling, There
wes to ba no such thing as smug-
gling afier the Saunders Govern-
ment was elected, That was the pro-
mise on which they gained power,
that they would make this Province
dry; “as dry as the Sahara desert,”
according to the local Liberal organ
at that time.
House stated on several occasions
that the smuggler would be put out
of existence entirely: that it would
be easier for a camel to pass through
a needle’s eye than for a smuggler
to land a dollar’s worth of booze on
the Prince Edward Island shore,
Those may not have been his exact
words, but that was his meaning, and
and that is what the people under-
stood, Now let us see what has been
done in that regard, Y
Has smuggling entirely ceased? A
short time ago an honorable gen-
tleman from thig Province—a prom-
inent Liberal—made the statement
on the floor of the Senate Chamber
at Ottawa that there was still a great
deal of smuggling going on; that it
had demoralized entire communities
in this Province. That must have
been quite a revelation to some peo-
ple who belleved my hon. friends

The leader of this|

the Saunders’ administration. We
know that the prevention of smug-
gling is a’ difficult matter. I. agree
with what one of the members of the
Government said the other day, that
it is almost impossible. However, in
the campaign of 1927 we were as-
sured that our coasts would be pat-
rolled by a fleet of motor boats and
speed craft of all kinds, that these
boats would connect up with a land
force of from fifteen to twenty-five
policemen of the very highest class,

Mr. McLure: Well, Mr. Speaker, I
do not have to give those names on
the floor of this House. :
Hon. Mr, LePage: You can't in-
sinuate.

Mr. McLure: I am not insinuating
anything, but I can give the Prem-
fer the information privately. We all
know the conditions, The Premier
himself is aware of them, I am not
holding it against any man, myself;
neither does he. I would not have
mentioned this matter, but why go

and that through the combination of
these two forces, assisted by a pow-
erful C \! and a specially in-
terested and vighent class of legislat-
ors, the smugglers would absolutel:

to the other provinces looking for a
little information that we can always
find right at home.

Hon, Mr. LePage: A point of ord-

J
be put out of business,
Laxity of Enforcement

We all know that this promise has
not been fulfilled, and -that the
smuggling of liquor is goinz on, If
there was only $130,000 worth of Y-
quor consumed in the Island, that
would not be a very great amount.
In fact, it would be a reduction on
what was consumed the previous
year of about $10,009, if it were not
for the fact that {here has been a
reduction in price, The present Gov-
srnment claims that it has reduced
the price from two and a half to ten
per cent; on some lines of booze they
have reduced it two per cent and
cn some others they reduced. it as
much as twelve per cent. However,
the fact remains that. even  this
amount of $130,000 of liquor consum-
ed at reduced prices does not rep-
resent what has been drunk in this
Province, since we have noi account-
ed for what the smuggler and the
bootlegger has sold,

The point I wish to make is this:
Hag the Government fulfilled its pro-
mise to the people that they would
cndeavor to the best of their ability,
to prevent smuggling on the shores
of this Province? Last year, during
the summer and autumn, smuggling,
as we know, was carried on at an
extraordinary rate. So glaring was it
that even the mouthpiece of the Lib-
eral party, the Patriot, had the cour-
age, ,in one of their news items, to
state that the beautiful weather
which was then prevailing had en-
abled the smuggler to land his goods
without any hindrance on the North
Shore. No doubt the editorial pen
slipped when that ilem went in or
the censorship must have relaxed to
enable this comment to be made. At
any rate, it was a true statement of
the conditiong which prevalled last
summer, o

An Example Nearer Home

It ‘was rather amusing yesterday
to listen to one of the hon. members
in condemning Government Control.
He made the statement that over at
Port Elgin, or Bale Verte, or perhaps
in both places, he had seen, or some-
one had told him of having seen, 8
man going into a place under Gov-
ernment Control and in ten minutes
he was able to get three bottles of
booze.

Fon. Mr, LePage: Correct.

Mr. McLure: Well, if he had work-

cash, ;he should have been able to
bring out more ‘than that in that
time,

Hon, Mr. LePage: I guess that is
all'the money he had )

Mr, McLure: That may be. How-
ever, tue hon, meniber from Rusiico
need not go to the neighboring pro-
vince of New Brunswick to get in-
formation of that kind. If he would
take up a watchful position on some
of the streets of Charlotietown he
would be able to see some men g9
into a rum shop and in less than
three minutes he could see more
than three bottles of booze come out
of that place. Why travel so far
afield for information, when you can
get it at your own door? I was rath-
er surprised at the hon, member
from Rustico going so far to bring
out a fact that he could see every
day right in the city of Charlotte-
town,
Hon, Mr, LePage: Question,
Mr, McLure: Question, he says!
The other day I was an eye-witness
myself to three men going into a
rum shop and in less than two min-
utes, by the tick of the clock, those
men came out, each apparently with
a bottle—how many more you
couldn’t tell, because their grips were
full, It may have been one or it may
have been a dozen. And I am sorry
to say that two of them were mem-
bers of this Legislature,—not on this
side of the House. I had no inten-
tion, Mr, Speaker, of saying anything
about anybody going- in for a bottle
of hooze, but I want to show that we
don’t have to go to New Brunswick
or Ontarlo for a few illustrations
with reference to this matter,

Premier Saunders: 1 think my
hon, friend, since he has made that
statement, should clear up the mat-

tha¢ there was D0 smugglng undex. parties,

ter and glve us the names of those

¢d rapidly, and if he had enough

er, Mr. Sp The 7 t has
been made that certain members
around this House were seen coming
out with two or three bottles, We are
all here and this should be cleared
up, or the member that made: the
slatement should take it back. I for
one deny that I was in the party.
(Laughter), I demand that he.should
mention the names or retract his
words. 3
Mr. Angus MacPhee: Or whether
this liguor was bought at the Ven-
dor's! Because we can-buy liquor, to-
day in town legally or unlegally, and
Mr, McLure should explain, Because
if you buy it legally I don’t think it
is any man's business. (Laughter).
They might buy it for a sick person.
Mr. McLure: The hon, member
from New Haven has reason to come
to the support of his colleague from
Rustico. I just want to say this. When
I was citing this instance I did mot
say what rum shop or how they had
bought it. It can easily be found out
by going over and looking at the re-
cordg in the vendor's shop within the
last ten days. There you will find
whether it is legal or illegal. The hon.
member from New Haven says that it
would be all right if it was legal: X
say the same with reference to the
remarks of the hon, member from
Rustico. It was quite all right, in
New Brunswick, to go into a liquor
shop and buy some liquor from the
liquor store. Both are legal, though
under different forms of administra-
tion and different acts.
Ligyor Consumption

Mr. Speaker, I do not propose to
argue the pros and cons of Prohibi-
tion or Government Control, Prohi-
bition is the law of the land at the
present time, and the Government
has pledged itself to do all in its
power to do away entirely with the
drink traffic, Let us look for a mom-
ent at the amount of liquor consum-
ed in this Province last year through
the Government vendors; $130,000
worth, We have not been able to get
very much information with regard
to this matjer, I do not say it is too
much liquor; there: may have been
a good many sick people, and I think
that almost every doctor prescribes
liquor for some of his patients. There
may be some who do not have alco-
holic patients, but we never hear of
any medical man who is not preserib-
ing liquor to some exient at least; if
there are, we should like to know.
From the little information that we
have been able to get frcm the Li-
quor Commission the rezords Shew
that almost every doctor in this Pro-
vince has been taking up his full
quota of prescriptions. That is the
condition, acsording to tne informa-
tion that this House has. And that
is under Prohibition as administered
by a Government that is pledged to
stop all drinking other than for med-
icinal purposes.

I do not believe that any member
of this Legislature will say for a mo-
ment that $130,000 worth of liquor is
used in this Province for medicinal
purposes, If it is, the doctors must
be prescribing a little drop for al-
most every patient, because it means
that from tle bables in the cradle
to the old people throughout the Pro-
vince, we are .all .consuming about
$150 worth of liquor per capita per
year.

But that is only part of the story.
If that was all the liquor consumed
in the Province 'it would only be a
mere bagatelle. Nobedy knows, and
nobody can estimate the amount of
money that 13 spent in alcoholic
drinks in this Province. I think per-
haps it is a safe bet to say that five
time that amount
would base that on the smuggling
that takes place around our Province.
Hon, members of this House who live
near the coast-line knotv for them-
selves the amount that is smuggled
in that direction, However, I am not
going to say very much more with
respect to this prohibitory law. In
July of this year we are promised a
plebiscite. That plebiscite may go one
way or the other, and it will then be
a matter for the people to decide.

The Plebiscite

is consumed, I

We were informed yesterday by an

mark, Mr, Speaker, because I believ-
ed from what my hon, friends said
on several occasions that if Govern-
ment Control ever came into force
by the will or voice of the people,
they would immediately resign office.
I gathered that they would have
nothing to do with such a terrible
act. Now we find, from a little dis-
cussion on the floor of the House the
other day, that some members con-
sidered it would be wise to have three
questions on - the plebiscite ballot,
and that it would be a good thing to
give the people a chance to vote in
light wines and beer, “Are you in
favor of Prohibition or Government
Control, or would you like a little
light wines and some good beer?”
(Laughter), Why all this hedging af-
ter all that has been said about Pro-
hibition? It just shows that very few
hon, s of this Legislature are
sincere with respect to Prohibition,
either on this side of the House or
the olher. We all want Prohibition
for the other fellow, but we don’t
want it for ourselves,

There ig just another little malter
I wish to mention with reference to
‘| Prohibition, Some time ago the ex-
president of the . Temperance ' Al-
liance in making an address in one of
the churches of this city charged the
Saunders Government with failure to
implement its pre-election pledges of
prohibition enforcement. The lectur-
er enumerated his several charges,
and so far as I am aware, Mr. Speak-
er, no ‘attempt was made, either in
the Liberal press or by Liberal speak-
ers to contradict his slatements.
Those charges still remain unanswer-
ed, and we may take {it, therefore,
tha they represent the undisputed
facts. The statements of the ex-pre-
sident of the Alliance were similar
to those we have made on.the floor
of this House with respect to laxity
of enforcement., ‘There is no doubt
that the people of this Province
wanted Prohibition since they voted
for it, and if this Govrenment was as
sincere as the people in saying that
the Province could be made as dry
as the Sahara desert, then it is up'to
them to see that the selling of liquor
for beverage purposes is stopped en-
tirely,

Mounting Liabilities

While the Premier was delivering
his Budget speech a few hights ago
he went into a great many details,
and drew one very fine point be-
tween debt and liability. I am not
going o argue that point with him,
only to say that debts and liabilit-
les-are neither of them desirable.
None of us ‘want them in our per-
sonal business, neither should we
want them for our Government,

With respect to the debt, the Pre-
mier told us that there was only a
deficit of some $1,559.15. I do not see
why they did not turn that into a
surplus of sevefity-five or ninely
thousand dollars. It was just as easy
from ‘their method of book-keeping
to show a surplus as it was a small
deficit. However, that difference be-
tween ordinary expenditure and or-
dinary revenue is not the true state-
ment of our indebtedness, We may
talk as we please, and we may cam-
ouflage this statement and the oth-
er statement., but we cannot get clear
of the fact of our provincial liabil-
ity. Our debt is increasing every year.
During the past year it increased
aver $200,000, The Public Accounts
themselves show an increase of $192,-
000 and X am quite sure that if we
had before us the report of the Ex-
ternal Auditor it would show that
the liabilities were Increased at least
$40,000 or $50,000 more, For if my
hon. friends had no unpaid bills, why
were they afraid to have an indepen-
dent audit of their books? (Ap-
plause).

The External Audit

Therloader of the Government told
us that his reason for not having

$500. One other hon, member of this
House siated that it wag not worth

of graft that was thrown out on cer-
tain occasions by all Governments,
and that we can very well dispense
with it aliogether, Now, Mr. Speaker,
I do not look upon an External Aud-
it as & means of giving a little

the Provi the advant which
an External Audit affords of inves-
t that |tigating the fi Ly ‘

hon,-member of the Gov
this Government would be quite pre-

if the plebiscite went that way.

pared to adopt Government Control
X

\was rather surprised to hear ihat re-

-I have nothing to say with regard
to our Provincial Auditor, Mr. John
Anderson. 1 believe that he is cap-

an External Audit was that it cost

that much; that it was only a kind

“graft” to some party heelers. Cap-
able men have been employed on
these audits in the past, and it was a
certain satisfaction to the public as
well as to this House to know that an
impartial audit was being made show-
ing the exact financial position of
the Province. The Premier and the
membeéts of his Government have
laid themselves open to the severest
criticism when they did not give to
{his Legislature and to the people of

work. But we know that he is only
audiling the revenue and expendit-
ures; he is not given the same com-
mission that an external auditor is
given; his work is entirely different.
Consequently, while he may audit
correctly the ordinary. expenditure
and revenue, he ig not given that au-
thority to enquire into the different
departments as to what is accruing
for the year and the contracts that
have not been paid. I might refer
to one instance, just to show the ne-
cessity of an external auditor’s res
port,

Liquor Assets

The External Audit of 1927, sche-
dule F' 5, page 16, shows that there
was on hand at the Liquor Commis-
sion siores an asset in the shape of
goods and in cash of $36,000 or there-
abouts, $16,000 of that amount was
in cash in the Royal Bank; the bal-
ance was liquors on hand and paid
for. In the same year, at the end of
December, 1927, external auditors,
Messrs, W. L. Poole and H. A. C.
Scarth reported that this asset of $36,-
000 had increased to $45,000, About
$23,000 of this amount was then in
cash in the Royal Bank, That was
the report at the end of 1927, and we
accepted it.

Now we come to the year 1928.
During that year the Liquor Com-
mission had a business of $130,000 in
sales and about $10,000 in fines,—a
total of $140,,000. It is reasonable to
assume that if the Pgton Commis-
sion in 1926-27 ‘could make & proﬂtl
on $160,000 worth of liquor of some
$57,000, ‘this Government or this
Liquor Commission must have made,
on the same basis, $40,000 possibly
more, Of course we have no account
to go by, but that is, I think, ,a mod-
erate estimate. Add that $40,000 to
the $45,000 assets on hand at the end
of 1927, and you have $85,000 of the
assets of this Province to be account-
ed for, Yet when the Public Accounts
came down this year there was no
record of this money in any shape
or form, We know that $45,000 of
those esseis were there on Dec. 31st,
1927, as shown by their own external
audit, We have -had no explanation
as to where this money has gone, or
the increase in profits that. hag ac-
crued. Yet my hon, friends will say
that there is no need of an éxternal
audit. Here is a shortage in the ac-
counts of the nssets of this Province
of over $80,000, and I claim that it
was the duty of the Government to
have furnished a statement of this
account to the House. (Applause).

Pays All Bills—Takes No Profits

This Government, Mr, Speaker, is
liable for every dollar of loss under
the Pr C
that the Commission had a bad year
in business; suppose they did not
make a profit but that instead they
had a loss of $40,000, The treasury of
this Province would have to pay that
loss, just the same as the School
Supply if there was a shortage in that
department, And yet we are expect-

RWTRYL] Teal

reduce taxation, The Conservxative
party under the Stewart Government
implemented their pledge and reducs
ed taxation on the farmers by 20
per cent, They also took off that ob-
noxiols . tax known as ‘the Bell-
Saunders Poll Tax, It is surprising
to me, Mr. Speaker, to hear mem-
bers of this' Goverament who will
still get up and talk about that won-
derful Poll Tax. Why, it was the most
just, the most equitable, the fairest
of all kinds of {axes; and the leader
cf the Opposition was criticised very
severely the other day for taking it
off the Statutes; or, in other wo:d3,
for implementing a promise that he
had made. The Conservative parly
looked upon that Poll Tax as- the
people locked upon it, ds an unjust
tax, and that is why they relieved
the people of paying it. As I said on
the flcor of this House before, if the
members of the Government are sin-
cere in what they say about the Poll
Tax, I challenge them to place that

Hon, Mr. McIntyre: It would be no
use. You would take it off.

Mr, McLure: Certainly we would
take it off. Why wouldn’t we take off
an unjust tax ‘that you pecple had
pat on,

Mr. Horace Wright:
shown the injustice yet,

Mr., McLure: The people showed
that it was unjust when they voted
my hon. friends out. (Applause) As
I sald when I was interrupted, if the
leader of the Government and the
members on that side of the House
were really sincere, if they believe
that the Poll Tax was the fairest and
most equitable of all the taxes, why
do they not put their sincerity into

You haven't

this sesion? (Applause).

“D. T.” Governments

If you go back for a number of
years, Mr. Speaker, you will find a
remarkable . history in connection
with debt and taxation in this Pro-
vince, In fact, you might well de-
scribe the Liberal Governments as
the “D.T.” Governments. I do not
mean by that #:at they have had
Delirium Tremens. They may con-
tract that too if they continue buy-
ing $130,000 of booze and selling it
without profit! But the D. T's. as ap-
plied to the Liberal Government and
the Liberal pariy means this: If you
will go back to the ’80's or further
and follow up the political history of
both parties, you will find that Lib-
eral Governments always stand for
Deficits and Taxation. Take -our
present deficit and the deficits that
have accumulated, or the taxation
ithat has been put on the Statute
books. Almost 80 per cent, of all the
deficits and nearly 95 per cent of all
taxation has been given to us by the
Liberal party, Consequently we on
this side of the House, when we hear
whisperings of -increased taxation,
like to come out squarely and say,
as we said last year to the leader of

ed to accept the Public A ts of
1928 as a satisfactory account of the
year's business, without any account
of this asset of over $80,000 in the
hands of the Prohibition Commis-
sion, (Applause) There may have
been other assets that have been
spirited away in like manner. We
cannot tell with the information that
is available, That is why we claim
that it is absolutely necessary to have

the Gover t, that we will not
stand for increased taxation, (Loud
Conservative applause).

Interest Charges Climbing

The members of this House know
that our farmers at the present time
{are not in a position to pay inereas=
led taxes, And we are getting in-
creased taxation now from our in-
terest charges alone, which is surely

a proper accounting.

It has been said repeatedly on the
floor of this House that the Govern-
ment would not take any money
from the Prohibition Commission al-
though, as I have pointed out, in a
case of loss they would have to pay
the bills, I am not acquainted with
all the legal points in the Prohibition
Act, but I believe there is a clause in
it which states that the Commission
shall report to the Government at
least twice a year, and that all pro-
fits on hand over $200 shall be paid
into the provincial treasury. This
Government has had no report from
the Commission and they know no-
thing, it seems, about its financial
condition, That only goes to prove
again what I sald before, that they
are not making any sincere effort to
enforce prohibition or to look after
the financial interests of the Pro-
vince,

Taxation Pledges

The leader of the Government,
during his budget speech, sald that
the provincial debt had been increas-
ing year after year, In the last year
and five months, as we know, it has
increased by almost half a million;
and what ig going to be the result?
The Premier touched on that sub-
ject very gingerly, He said that all
these debts would eventually have
to be funded, and it would mean in-
creased taxation. We on this side of
the House, and the people generally
do not want to hear those whisper-
ings about increased taXation. Both

able man, and well able to do his

’

parties have pledged themselves to

‘suﬂ‘icicnt. I think some hon. gentle-

man made the statement the other

day that the taxation from interest
alone ig 12 cents per acre for every
acre of land in Prince Edward Isl-
and, We cannot get away from the
fact that our debt is yearly increas-
ing and that the amount of interest
is becoming more and more a bur-
dent upon the taxpayers of this
Province. Last year l.t amounted to
§117,000, which is almost §150 for
|every man, woman and child in the
Province, Next year it will be con-
siderably more. It is a big interest
to pay, and I think the Government
will be well advised to go slow in

When a Government

expenditure met without borrowing,
I believe, Mr, Speaker, that they
{should live up to that pledge, even if
they break a good many of their other
promises, That is the important one.
We often talk about what we can do
for the agriculturists in this Pro-
vince, There is one thing that any
Government can do, and that is re-
duce the rate of taxation on the far-
mers. If my hon, friends can see their
way to do that, they will have kept
one of their pre-election pledges at
least, and they will have done some-

population,
TPubiic Werks

action and re-enact the Poll Tax at,

their spending operations and con-
sider that our debt is now sufficient-
ly large for the income of our people,
comes into
power pledged to make revenue and

thing of real benefit to cur farming

There is another matter with ref-

A
es that tal

we hal

erence to the a
*’.
fon

into a fieldyof whi
very little $ofag.this sess
that is the Public Works Dep
ment, We have heard nothing b
from the head of that Depart
ment, but I hope that at a later ﬂqt:
we shall have a full report as to'th: i
work that.has been carried on dml
ing the past year. I suggested on/]
floor of the House in 1924, 193!, :
and again last year that it
in the interests of the deba
portfolio members, {in tabling
reports, would make a definite af-
nouncement, of the policies ofuthr
Government at the same tme.‘:"z’
would maké the budget debate mucl :
more important to us all. I canno.

see why the heads of ‘these depart-
ments should lag behind, becausesdt g
only means that those of us who have |/

to speak before the Ministers are not | 1
in & position to criticise the work of
the departments, or even to com-
mend it, That is my position with re- .

tax on the Statute Books of this | oot to the Minister of Publio t i
Province again. (Loud ' Conservative | worrs for I am going to commend
Applause), him' now. ‘ i

When this Goyernment started out
on a new road policy, and expended |/
$100,000 on road machinery, they un=
fortunately threw away or discarded |
all the old machipés, which fhey |
had to scrap to make room Aor the
new. Now I suppose my hon. friend .
will say that is a criticism, but T will
come to the recommendation: in &
few minuteg .They were trying out a
new system; they believed that.-the |
road drag was a nuisance, The Stew- [
art Government had some 200 0f ‘300
of these drags on hand and they dis- ¢
carded them all. Now the hon Min- ¢
ister of Public Works is having toad | '
drags made, and Y am credibly in-
formed that he has gone back to the
Stewart policy of road making and. ©
road dragging. (Applause) I want to
commend him for seeing the error.of
his ways in discarding the road drags
and that he is man enough to come |
back and inaugurate the road drag .
system, because, Mr, Speaker, we all ’u' :
know that there is no better method . it
of keeping our roads in repair and
giving them a good, hard surface
than by dragging if it is properly = ¥
done at frequent intervals thromgh: [/
out the seasom, = ’
aproving With Age

T said, it 18 hard %o discusg-the @
Public Works Department when' we
have not heard from the Minister |
himself; but when the leader of the !
Government ‘was speaking on.the |
Budget he stated that it was an as- i
set to thig Province to buy the road

machinery. They spent $100,000 ‘or ¢
the greater part of that amount ‘tod
purchase this machinery, and I have* !
never known it to be figured out the
way the Premier figurcee it in his |
speech, He said that tl.. machinery
was worth more now than when they #|
purchased it. I suppose my I
friend had been looking over:':
Public Accounts and saw where some
$8,000 had been paid for repalrs-om @ i
those machines, Possibly "he knéw .
that another $15,000 of repair work
had been done which has not’ yet | &
been pald for. He added this $15,000
and $8,000 to the $100,000 and argues
by this extra cost, that the machin= -
ery is worth more today than when
it was purchased. If that will con~ *
tinue for the next five years it will |
be a revelation because if machinery
like that can improve in value every
time it is repaired it will be a wond=
erful asset to the Province, Howevs |
er, I do not think any member of

{he House can swallow a dose
like that. ¢

Falconwood Herd

brought up in connection with the | it
Budget debate. It 15 impossible to i’(

follow them all, or to go back over Hiti§
the notes of the various speeches, for i
I would be taking up more than my ‘4
share of the time of this House, There
are just two other items I wish to |
mention, however, and one of them ﬂ
is with referenice to Falconwood |
farm, One of the members on the .
other side of this House made the. il
statement that this farm had. pro= 4
duced a surplus profit in cash this '
year of some $500 or $600. We ire
glad to hear that, Personally, if the
Minister of Agriculture was in his
seat, I would ‘congratulate him oﬁ'_}lt.
But there: was something else in.the
statement I refer to which I eould
not understand, ‘The impression. w
created by the hon. member of the
Government who discussed this mats
ter that prior to this Governmien:
coming into power there was nothi

but scrub cattle at Falconwood farm.
We all know that it i only a
and & half since the present I:u&r
ter of Agriculture took over that
farm. How in the name of goodness
could the stock improve in that sho
time from scfub cattle to the
famous herd of pure bred animals
Prince Edward"Xsland? 1 ask, M

"
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