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as published in yesterday’s Patriot. ~Qur contempo-
riry endeavors unsuccessfully to convey the impres-
‘sion that it was a “love-feast” in honour of the “one-
third” part of the Opposition Leadership. An address
was presented to Mr. Bell, but who made the presen-
tation? Was it one of the ten followers in the House?
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a bouquet one of those whom he was supposed to lead
" would be the person to make the presentation. But
ﬂ;'l:"w..(‘wh:@:w (deliversd or bY| . . iently none of the ten could be prevailed upon to
-...'..nm w:kg .(.n;‘uu 1887) $1.00 per annum by|discharge wh;t ;hzuld :lave bcex:‘ a pleasant du(t;, and
Canada recourse was had, ttingly enough, to the accom ating
BN Y. o e, Editor of the Patriot to do the needful. Alas. the Pat-
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recommendation.
This is just another and crowning example of the

Cmdl’s famous
White or Blue
Laun ]
Starch

SRR -y

waist and full skirt. _

The silhouette linesare good,
" and the dress can be elabo-

rated by collar,

cuffs and belt.

The popular

jumper is cool

and comfortable

forwarmweather, -

fivered) in advance; $2.50 M{nﬂh‘)hw

per
plium;mM malled) to U. 8 A. ‘

Fripay, MAY §, 1916.

HYDRA-HEADED LEADERSHIP

" Yesterday saw the close of the first session of the
second Parliament of the Mathieson Government, and
has proved beyond a doubt that the country made no
mistake in returning the Conservatives toa second term
of office.

It has been a strenous five weeks out of which the
Premier and his coleagues have come out with flying

bad tactics characteristic of the whole policy of the
hydra-leadership. They have from the beginning to
the end of the session ignored the farmers and the agri-
cultural interests, with the result that when “eulogistic
remarks” about the leadership were solicited and de-
sired, the farmers and agricultural interests remained
silent, or were not considered worthy of mention by
the Patriot.

colours.  They completely routed the Opposition
which “n spite of their numerical strength early went
to pieces through lack of good generalship, and towards
the end of the session proved to be the “leaderless

The Liberal farmers have been fooled by their
“leaders” twice; they are not going to be fooled a third
time, and so have not gone on record in the Patriot as
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rabble” which the Premier had designated them during | making “eulogistic remarks” about Mr. Bell.
the election campaign.
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There are several good and able men among the
Liberal members, men who in ordinary circumstances
would come to the front and probably make reputations
in the House. But they did not get the chance.  They
were repressed or ignored by the three gentlemen who
constituted themselves the triple leaders, Messrs Bell,
Hughes, and Johnston and consequently became disgus-
ted and dispirited and left their so-called leaders to
their own devices. These three members thenproceeded
to monopolize and waste the time of the House to their
heart’s content without let or hindrance.

Now we do not pretend the Government is perfect,
nor do we say that there was nothing in its record de-
serving of criticism. It has done exceedingly well:
much better than any of its predecessors since Confede-
ration; but there was still room for legitimate and rea-
soned criticisms. It would be casy for any competent
person to pick two or three points out of even the
Government’s excellent record and make a certain
amount of play against Premier Mathieson with them.
But Mr. Bell and his two colleagues got hold of every-
thing wrong, chose the very things which any informed
statesman or astute politician would have avoided.
Lumbering ineptitude, grotesque or comic falsehoods,
provided the stock in trade of the three leaders, and
their policy seemed to be to serve this up day after
day, irrespective of correction and repudiation in the
hope that by reiteration and repcated publication in
the Patriot they would get some quedos for destruc-
tive criticisms througout the country.

They have failed and failed miserably. We are safe
in saying that all members of the Opposition (inclu-
ding the “dauntless three”) have returned to their
homes dissatistied and chagrined at the deplorable cx-
hibition they have made and the bad impression which
their tactics have left upon the country.

A conundrum was seat to the Guardian last night
which aptly sums up the situation.

“Why,” it was asked, “do Messrs Bell, Hughes and
Johnston, resemble the month of March ”
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GOOD ROADS

In a number of districts throughout the province
the road work has already beendone. Thesesections are
fortunate in being ready so early, and fortunate es-
pecially in having taken advantage of the early drying
up of the roads. Other sections have completed those
portions that were sufficiently dry and are “laying for”
the others as soon as the mud has dissappeared.
Throughout the whole province there is an awake-
ning with reference to the roads. The farmers are
learning after many years of experience that the great-
er drain upon their farms and upon their resources
is a bad road, a road over which it costs more than it
should i harness and carriage and horse flesh, to haul
loads or even light carriages. ~We all dread taxes
but we do not all realize that the ordinary tax bill pre-
sented by the unwelcome tax collector is the least of
our tax bills. The biggest tax the farmers of this prov-
ince pay today is wastage, most of it avoidable, and the
biggest of this wastage is that which comes from bad
roads, summer and winter:

Apart from the desirability of having good roads
over which one may haul or drive with pleasure the
question of roadside attractiveness should be consi-
dered. A good road with well kept road sides: shade
trees, and such other attractions as good taste may
suggest, will add very considerably to the value of the
adjoining farms. This, of course, is largely the busi-
ness of the owner of the adjoining farm. In driving
through the country the pleasing effect of roadside

dences that one looks for, of thrift and progressive-
ness. There are many such attractions throughout the
province and with a soil like ours ayd trees to be had
for the digging, it is to be regretted that there are not
more of them.

We trust that in the Good Roads movement now
on this feature will receive the consideration it merits.
The values of our farms are gauged by the roads, by
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the Province and he would take his
chances with the people of his dis
trict. He thought it was a question
that seriously affected the liberty of
the subject and he was very much sur-
prised that some of his friends from
Prince County and Charlottetown and
vicinity should ask the House to pass
ap act that meant, in plain words, that
the people in King’s County did not
know their own business. Bome people
were opposed to autos and herespected
their views; and ke would tell' the
House that those who did not want
autos, would not get them. But he did
not think that those who wanted autos,
should be governed by those who were
opposed to them. He knew of a pe-
tition  from Annandale right
through Fortune to St. Peter's asking
for motor trucks and there were only
4 on the who'e road who had not sign
ed the pettion, The member (or
West River had talked glinly about
British fair play. He would like to
ask him what conditions in France
would be like if if it were not for the
incalculable service rendered by motor-
trucks? (Applause) He though that a
good déal ofopposition to motor vehicl

was due to the fact that people built
up scare crows. Hon Mr. McEwen went
on to speak of benefits of the auto-
mobile and power and the pro-
gress introduced by them. He referr-
ed to the Opposiion which the rallway

had to fight agalnst when it was first
jntroduced, and pointed out that as
people realized their value they were
ondy too glad to have them. He thought
it was impertinent for one section of
the province to dictate to Kings Coun-
ty or any other part, in this matter.
He quoted figures to show that from
1905 to 1909 the number of automo-
biles fncreased from 70,000 to 183,773.
In conclusion he said it would be a mis-
take . to pass the resolution thereby
going a step backwards.

MR. DENNIS said he was one of
those who did not believe a school
district had exclusive right to say
what should be done with their roads.
People have an equal right to the
roads all over the province. 1If ‘the
Prohibition law were administered in
the same way as the autmoobile law
they might have high license here,
there and everywhere. He argued
the roads of this province were too
narrow and too soft for auto traffic,
though he thought it might be practi-
cable to introduce auto trucks in con-
nection with the railway system.

MR. J. A. DEWAR gaid that he was
not fettered by any pledge. He had
refused to take the pledge. He consi-
dered his action on the floor of the
House and the vote he gave quite suf-
ficient guarantee of the action he
would take, and his constituents took
him at his word. He believed 80 per
cent. of the people in hig district were
against autos and they looked to him
to see that their wishes were carried
out. He could say to his good friends
in the city that he deeply sympathized
with them in their desire to run au-
tomobiles, and he could assure them
that they were not a bit more anxious
than he was, but the feelings of the
farmers, and not only them, but their

wives and daughters, were opposed
at the present time to opening up the
country. They felt that the moment
they opened the roads for the autos,
their wives and children must get oft
with their horse and wagon. Possl
bly they were mistaken in that idea,
but they were afraid of the conse-
guences of their children meeting an
automobile on the road. He was still
of opinion that the Government had
no intention of opening up the coun-
try if the people did not want autod,
but while he was not altogether sat-
isfied with the wording of the resolu-
tion he could not see his way to g0
against it.
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HOORAY!

It you're working at the office and
your thoughts refuse to come,

if your limbs are loose and lazy and
your eloquence is mum,

If your chair gets somehow swiveled
‘round to where your rovingeye

Can concentrate completely on 4
little strip of sky—

it yon seem to see a brooklet, if you
seent to hear a bird,

It ot the business jargon you
understand a word,

1f trom your boss and duties and from

can't

illness. All the old and ten n
month.

District

119 Kent Stree
9463-4-28,1,3, and 5.
your bills to pay

You feel, approximately, seven thou-
sand miles away—-

1t all your blood is fire and all the
air is wine, :
Jf.you're absolutely crazy to get out
a hook ang line,

It you smile upon the city, that in-
human, heartless jailer,

If you don’t dislike your landliord and
distinctly like your tailor—

It dancing sunbeams brighten up

most unattractive streets, i

It clouds are silver lined until they
look like tinfoil sheets,

1f all your 'froncnts dwindle to a labt

expiring ember,

Hooray!—the time's not Winter, and

the month is not ember,
IT'S SPRING! |
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Are what you seek to make
the grave of your departed
with. We supply no others.
Qur Monuments are the best
to be had. Estimates given.
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- One Dollar For You

We are giving a dollar off each pair of Gent’s Higil
Grade up-to-date Boots --odd lines to clear out. ‘
All open on counter. '
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_ 128 Richmond $t.
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