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ON CHURCH UNION

~ Notable Ministers Give

Their Views.

* |n Response to the Ques-
. t¢ion Submitted by the
Christian Guardian, Ask-
ing What Would Have to
be Changed That a Union
of the Bodies Might be
Consummated.

PRINCIPAL GRANT,
QUEEN’S UNIVERSITY. KINGSTON.

Ido not think that anything should

be changed or removed. as a condition

. ¢of unicn between the churches pamead.
In faith, order, adminjstration and
' disciplive, they are sileatly approaching
~ each other now . This is due to general
canses, and it i3 a sign of the times, nd

- asign of the will ef God, which
~ wise men should discern. So far has the
| approximation goue 1n the last ten or
8 ' twealy years, that it is impossible for
% anoutsider now todistinguish between
. them. There are, of course, differences,
~ but these do not touch the objects for
" which a church exists. There are wide
_ differences between Presbyteries, Coa-
~ ferences, ministers and eongregations
" in the same church. No two-men are
L alike. Thericher the lifs of any society,
the more pronounced the differcnces
between the members. The greatest

. poliical and soeial organism in the
~ world is the British Empire, just be-
eanse it inciudes the greatest vuristy,
* and its fundamental law is, that eacn
- exists forall, andall «for each. Wu
- ought te fird thatlaw exempiifi=d in tne
* Christian church more truly thbau 1u a

[ stare in the p culiar exceliencies of the
. others, and the whole would have afui-
e life, to the glory of the Head and the
t erichment of the life of every member
- ofthe body. At present, all are weak-

conservative in theology, and be::iuss
they are congregational = each church
is independent. and - refuses to be con-
trolled by any central anthority, such as
Syvaod, Assembly or Conference. Im
pastor and deacons may meet, if they
wish in convention or union with
kindred spirits, but the union has no
legislative and econtrolling power over
the churches,except such as the churehes
may themselves voluntarily accept. A
congregation may utterly igaore what
is done by the Union; it may withdraw
altogether from the Ubnion; and vel
continue to be a Congregational church.
This is tbe outcome of tte principle of
independeace which so gicriously
trinmphzd at Preston Pams, in 1648,
over <-Papisis, Preiatists and Presby-
terians,” and the grand se-vice the ln-
dependeats then rendeccd against the
evils of eccl:s:asticism. 1he church .and
the world can never forzet. Uvion with
the Congregational Church is an impos-
sibility, bec.use thereis no such body,
and beciuse thereis no such church-
court wih which to coaduct negotia-
tions.Congregational churches, separ-
ately may surrender th-ir independerce
and become Methodists or anything else
they wish, each coangregation cheosing
for itself, and Msthodists may go on 1n
their present tendency. mose and more
repudiating connexional suthority, untill
all Methedist churches become congre-
gational. In each case you have, of
necessily, absorption of one gpolity by
anothec, acd not organic uniov. As the
Baptists are ccagregational in cburch
poity.the same remurks.apply to them,
only that the d flicuities are increased
here by the fac: that every Baptist con-
gregation i3 uocompromisingly
committed to certain views ot baptism,
which all othér churches ia Christendom
reject.

The Presbyterian Church is the ouly
rreat denomination with which the
Methodist Chureh can possibly have
organic unioa, they two occupying in
commoun the same place bstwesn the
independence of Congregational
churches on the onehand, and the ex-
trem e ecclesiasticism and uncompromis-
ing demaads of prelatieal churches.
Anglicas, Rosmsn Catholic etz.,
ou the other. Much could be
said on the question, Is snch a union
probable ? 1 am simply asked, What
changes would be needed on either side
to bring it about ? I think this question
is covered by considering three points,
doctrinal standards. itineracy and nams.
No difficulty whatever arises as to
church government. We are both
Presbyterian in deaymng that
episcopacy is essential to a  tiue

. ¢0¢d because of the obstacies we have
| nised 10 the inflow of common life. |
Toe unicn might, at first tace the:
~ form of a tede:ation, in which cach’
| ¢hurch would preserve anything which
- Bow distioguisaes it, and which it ¢in-
. Sidersa source cf strength, To draw the
. line between such maters and those with
- Which the Supreme Court would deal,
. Presents no insuperable obstacle. It
. Would require c:lm deliberation.
- The main pointto be assured of is
ﬁ:“: Are these churches p -rsuaded. as |
| tiok they should be, tha. their presenr
: d“lfled condition is not warranted. that
£ 1188 the:ofors a state of wilful and sin-
" Mlsesisia, which chould «tske end”
- 83500n as possible. Wo have no assur
- 36¢8 of this; neither Geaeral Assembly
~ Bor Quadrennial Conference has said
Aything of the kind, and Iam not
. AWare that congregations have given ex-
. PIession to any such convietion.How can

I,lhen,be supposed that they nre ready |

Funion? Yet our present condition
Weans weakness of spiritual life, pooriy
sed by fervent appeals and feverish

. *Msmouic efforts in difierent directions.

PRINCIPAL SHAW, LLD.,
WESLEYAN COLLEGE ,MONTREAL.

'~ laminyited 10 iudicate what changes
. M necessary to secare a  union of the
"ﬂlodist. Churca with Congregationa.l-
itts ang Presbyterians. It is almost as
; k to delineate a basis .of ecclesi-
Al union, even if not  needed for
‘,‘hﬂr ahundred years to come, as in
to distribute a million dollars
,:::8 charitahle and religious objects.
o0 knows, however, but what in the
Grits Dei, in a good deal shorter
h,‘- this matter may loom up on the

, borizon of practical polities?
; ‘h&n first, as to the Congregational-
b th“ Problem must be ruled out, as
. Wiog 1 the sense intended is impossible
o 018 no such thing as the Congre-
Church. There are in Canada
::0 hundreds of Congregational
Ch IWS. devout in spirit, intelligent in

chureh, the M. E. Church being one
with us  hera, and in holding
thut the New Testament teaches mus
only one elerical order, that of Presby-
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life, liberal in jeducational
an], fer the most part,
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THOS. WHITE, High Sec’y, Brantford
ERNST GARTUNG, S-0., Braatford.

'ter or Elder, and that t»is name and.
that of Bishop,are used iaterchangea%-
lv inthe New Testament.and in early
patristics, forthe same office. We have.
moreover, courts very similar in or-
ganization and jurisdiction.

1- As to doctrinal standards, I affirm
my eonviction that there is no insuper-
able difficalty. Each candidate for the
ministry may be received by subserip-
tion, either to the Westminister Con
fession, or the three standards of the
Methodist Church. Of course, some on
both sides would object to this, but if
the two churches hive a mind for
union, an immenss majority of both
winisters and laity, would approve of
this simple compromiss, espeaially as

vumbe: those on which we differ. Ii
there be any obstacle as to docirines, it
will. likelv dissppear, for the unfortu-
mate reason that people are becoming
entircly indifferent as to creeds.

2. As to the itinerancy. many Presby-
tertans wish for it, in some modified
form, to bring togethsr a hundred va-
cant puaipis and & hundred uncalled
ministers, and many Mathodists are de-
sirous of a permanent pastorate. As
to a permanent pastorate, why not let
as many churches have it as desire it,
and as to the rest, let Stationing Com-
mittees intervene with atl the absolute
power they are now supposed to have
with us. and secure a place for every
man, and 2 man tet every placs, and
50 leave no church unfilled, and no man
idle. Personally, I would regret the
surrender of the itineraacy, for it is the
most effective pi‘ca of ecclesiastical
machinery ever devised. The itiner-
ancy means self-sacrifice, and self-sa-
crifice meuns success.

3. As to the name, I give up. Unfor-
tunately, this wou:d be the sepreme
d flicalty. creeds and pelitics being very
secondary to it. What wounld the
uwited organizition be called ? Prasby-
terian-Methodists, or Methodist-Presby-
terians, or neithec ? The name Presby-
terian stands for a great piiociple, en-
shrined in the New Testament, aad in
the best pages of church history. avd
brought vut conspicuon-ly at the Re-
formution, and, moreover, to begin
with, Methodists a ready ate Presby-
terian in church governmeat. Qa the
other hand, the word Methodist, per-
baps like the word Christian, a8 nick-
nawe ai first, stands for the wightiest
evangelical force in Protestantism. All
the history of this unparalleled move-
ment bringing it in the short space of
one hundred and fif'y years to a fore-
most place ia Protestaantism, sccond in
numerical sirength ouly to the Lutheran
Church, would make it difficult to  sur-
render the name.Each sidewould be very
jealous, naturally, for its inspiring and
significant designation. I would be
willing to setile the difficulty by casting
lots for either name, Methodist-Presby-
teriaus. or Presbyterian-Methodists.

But, Mr. Editor, a prelimivaty con-
sideration or two ‘may be sppropriate
before vou commit yourself to the un-
ion. Uoions and wars are the result of
leng-cherished leves and hatreds. If
we were at war now with  France,
Fashoda would onlv be an incident, an
oceasion, pot the cause of suca war. If
you commit vourself io the advocacy of

‘| union with the Presbyterian Church,you!

must count upon facing préjudices quite

cutside of theological and constitutional |
differeaces. May I illustraie them?,
Tbat Metbodists are lacking in moral

tone, that they ars rash in ecelesiastical
administratien, that they are sadly waat-
ing in intelligent sympathy with higher
education, that Presbyrerians, with all
their improvement, are s'i!l cold aund
formal in religious life, and that maay
of them hate Methodism and love whisky.
These wi:il serve for samples. They
are plainly statzd, bezause I know them
to exist, and [Jknow occasions for them
toexist. When the spiriiual and moral
tone on both sidess is improved, these
prejudices and the cause of them will
giaduvally disappear. There is Bo ques-
tion such improvement is taking place,
and the assimilation ofthe two churches
is rapidly being effected. and the best
people of both churches, in large num-
bers, are free from such prejudices.

In the meanwhile, untjl the theme of
your symposium appears above the
horizon of praciical questions, we will
keep theSaviour’s prayer in mind, «“That
they all may be one.” Noi wishing to
make any lofty profession of grace, I
believe this prayer bas already beea
answered in my aeari, and I am certaic
in the case of thousands of others, An-
glican, Congregational, Baptist and
Presbyterian. We are one in the sense
in which the Saviour offered this pray-

the poiats held in common so fir oui-|

er. . Denominationalism with me is no"
the bete noire it is with some, and ye:
L follow after gladly and gratefully, if
it be true, as circumstances Sometimes
indicate. that by the wnion of tne
Methodist aud Presbyterinn Churches of
our Dominioa, nearly two millions oat
of her six millions of people would thus
form a typs of Protestantism, liberal in
catholicity, intelligeat in c¢ouviction, ro-
bust in morals, conservative, yet not

narrow, in theory, and pre-eminently

evangelical inspirit— . body as larg

as large as the Church of England in
Canada, and which shou!d hzve a most
potent and favorahle influence ia shap-
ing the destiny of our Dominion.
DR. CARMAN.

Your qu3stion, **What will bave to
be changed or removed in the Congre.
gational, Presbyterian aid Me hodist
Churches er: union betw:ea these
bodiesmay be consummated ?” admits,
I think, of easy answer. The first thing
to be removed is the lack of demand or
occasion for uoion. Whea that shall
have been removed, the second quickly
follows, viz.: the lack of earnest desire
for union. These churches. as they'are,
are likely doing as much for the cause
of God as they would for a while do,
if brought together in one body, Oaly
oa mission fields, and insparseiy-settled
districts, perhaps in some cises in the
villages and smaller towns, would sd-
vaatages ariSe cut of union; ant even
in these, 30 widespread is the field, no
great pressure has bezn fell. When 1t

ia his providence, would  bring thess
poples, now closely joined in 8pirit,into
one visible organizition, he will so ia-
dicate his purpose 10 them. and so fill
them with his Spirit, thut ia the grow-
ing similarities in the great dostrine of
the commoan salvatioa, the minor diffar-
rences of polity and government will
soon disappear. Meantime, we strive
together, in the bope of the Gospel.
and labor'and pray for the unity of the
Spirit in tha bonds of peace.
REV.THOMAS B. HYDE,
NORTHERN CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH,
TORONTO.
Before I could answer your queries
intelligectly, I ~would nced to know
your thought as to the extent of such a
relationship. Assuming, however, tha:
you meaan <:uaion” ina large and com-
prebensive sense,and without discassing
the obitacies which at preseat exist, I
would suggest that they wmight bea
federation of our foreces under ths fo!-
lowing.conditions.
1:t. A broad doetrinal basis, such as
the one adop-ed by the Evaagalical
Alliance.
2ud. Recognition of the autonomy of
the individual church, as far as possible.
3rd. A joiat committee or exacutive,to
be composed of the secretaries of the
various activiiies, such as home and
foreiga mssions, publication, educition,
churen extension, ete., and such o:hers
as might seem desirable, to be presided
over by a chsirman, elected for a year |
or more, who wonld bz free to devote
bis whols iime to the interests of the
entire woik.
REV. W. H. WARRER,
ZION CONGREGATION CHURCH,
REAL. - :
As to your request, my first thought
was, that I had no time at presen: 1o
properiy write of the matter. Bat, ps-
sibly, the fewer words the better, aad
so here goes; as my scttled conviciion :
1. The Methodist aud Presbyterian

MONT-

. Caurches mus: abolish s:b.ciipiontoa

writien dcetrine standard as a necessity
of ministerial stand ng, and be contsit
to accept a general agreement ou fua-
damentals. and to’allow the candidate
to express his behalf in his own words.

2. vongregationalists must yet fur-
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as the Church of Rome, and taree times |

is felt it will be heceded. When God. |

the matter of church union.
3. All paries must become more
conviaced that organic union 15 a mat-
ter to be desired.
4. All pariies must also. consent that
‘Within the circumference of the uniting
bood church  government shall be so
variable and elas‘ic as to suit the vary-
ing cenditioas of time aund plecs, and be
always and everywhere the fit instru-
wen of the life of the Spirit.
REV. F. C. C. HEATHCOTE.

ther develop their organization before|
they can act effectiv iy and aso unit in {i

clergy and lnymén’oi%
various communiont, haviag ‘n conmon
adesire to bring about a greater man
festation of unity. We considiT thay
time has come when some sffoit 1

be put forth 0 help ng ow
misunderstanding,

light therex1 differences which keep
Christians apart. ' o
‘The object of the society is to promote
the cause of unity by means of common
frayer aad mautnal  discussion of the
many grave questions that surround se

SECRETARY CANADIAN SOCIETY OF
CHRISTIAN UNITY.
In responss to yeur invitation to me,
a8 secrefary of the Society of Christian
Unity. to write a lett-r upon the sub-
ject of Chris ian Uaion, T must explain
that I do not. in any seass. claim to re.
present the Socisty, neither can I vute
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‘disenssion may take place. sateguard.
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Nerves Feed, and are Strength-
ened—A Trial will Prove it.

How many persong are there in' Can-
ada, who have not suffered from Ner-
vous H-adache during the past month?
Very few.

«Trte Grippe” has attacked nine out
of every ten, and the most prominent
after effect of this dreaded complaint is
Nervous Headachs. 1t is not a few of
the victims only, who have it. All are
sufferers. ?
The reason is easily seen.

The nervous system is sugmitted to
a heivy strain danng the conlinn-
ance of the disease, that it c)nuat help
but show the effects. ‘Che brain also 18
sffccted by deraugement of the circula-
tioo, and Nervous Headaches are the
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come out of the storm, uninjurad.
: ’s Dyspepsia Tablets go to wor.
right at the rvot of the mutter. They
make the digestion parfect, and so en-
sure a full supply of fresh, rich, nc
ishing| blood. Crk Al ol
On this the enfeebled nerves are fed,
and from it they gather fresh strength
and power of endurance.
The consequence need not be
Any person cin, at once,see that
steady nerves caan sland the ravages
“th3 Grippe,” better than weak and
<hattered ones | SR
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