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THE CHARLOTTETOWN GUARDIAN

The STORY of CONFEDERATION
BRIEFLY TOLD

sixtieth anniversary of the birth of
our Dominion. It was on Mon-
day, July 1, 1867, that the British North
merica Act went into force, and the
four charter provinces, Nova Scotia,
New Brunswick, Quebec and Ontario,
came together in a federal union known
as the Dominion of Canada. Canada
then began at Cape Breton and ended
on the west at the Great Lakes. Be-
tween the Great Lakes and the Rocky
Mountains stretched- the vast region
known as Rupert's Land, stiil governed
by that ancient corporation known as
the Hudson’s Bay ompany; and be-
yond the Rockies down to the shores of
the Pacific Ocean lay the jsolated but
growing province of British Columbia,
Within the frontiers of the young Do-
minion, launched sixty years ago, was
an arca of 662,148 square miles and a
ropulatinn numbering about three mil-
ions, To-day the Dominion fills the
northern half of the continent, reach-
ing from Atlantic to Pacific and from
the International Boundary to the most
northern islands of the Arctic. Within
these far-flung frontiers is an area of
3,810,395 square miles, with a population
of fully nine million souls, The progress
of development, the increase of national
wealth, the growth of social institutions
have also been marked, although the
field for progress is still so great that
when it is surveyed the achievements
appear to be only a commencement,
Such in outline are the changes that
sixty years have hrought about among
the British-Canadian people,

‘(']HXS year will be celebrated the

Dawn of Confederation

It has been truly said that the pro-
ject of Confederation was in the air for
several yeara before the project became
an actuality, The public opinion that
made Confederation possible was created
to a large extent by the speeches and
writings of such public men as Joseph
Howe, George Brawn, D’Arcy McGee,
George Cartier, John Macdonald, and
Dr. Charles Tupper. They and others

three Maritime Provinces and New
foundland. The Conference discussed
and finally adopted ninety-two resolu-
tions that subsequently formed the basis
of the Act of &Jnfe eration.  Prince
Edward Island, however, did not then
accept the plan, and Newfoundland also
rejected it and still remains a separate
Dominion,

After some hesitation and opposition,
however, the Legislatures of Nova
Scotia and New Brunswick accepted
the plan of confederation’ framed at the
Quegec Conference, and the plan was
accepted by the Legislature of United
Canada, in its last session, which opened
on June 8, 1866, when for the first time
were used the new Houses of Parliament
recently built at Ottawa—the same that
were destroyed by fire on the night of
February 3, 1916.

On November 7, 1866, delegates re-

resenting United Canada set out for
Eondon, where they were joined by
delegates from New Brunswick and
Nova Scotia, The delegates from Unit-

ed Canada were John A, Macdonald,
Geo. E. Cartier, W. P. Howland, Wm.
Macdougall, H. L. Langevin and A. T
Galt; from New Brunswick, S. L, Tilley,
Peter Mitchell, R, D. Wilmot, C. Fisher
and J. M. Johnston; from Nova Scotia,
Chas. Tupper, W. A. Henry, J. W
Ritchie, A, G. Archibald and J. Mec-
Cully.

donald the delegates sat in the West-
minster Palace Hotel and there drafted
the bill that was subsequently intro-
duced into the British House of Com-
mons, where it passed after debate.
It was then passed by the House of
Lords, on February 10. On March 29
it received royal assent and became the
British North America Act, the written
constitution of Canada.

On May 22, a proclamation was
issued by the Queen appointing July 1
following as the day on which the Act
should go into force. Viscount Monck,
who had been Governor-General of
United Canada, was aBpointed Governor
General of the new Dominion of Can-

Under the chairmanship of Mac-

minion under that mame accordingly;"
and it is thereby farther enacted ¢ t
“such ns shall be first summoned
to the Senate as the Queen by warrant,
under Her Majesty's royal sign manual,
thinks fit to a ve, and their names
shall be inserted in the Queen’s proclama-
tion of union,"”

‘“We therefore, by and with the advice
of our Privy Council, have thought fit to
issue this our roya) proclamation, and we
do ordain, declare and command that on
and after the first day of July, one thouy-
sand eight hundred and sixty-seven the

GOVERNORS.GENERAL OF THE DOMINION OF CANADA—Left to Heht: Right Hon. Viscount Monck, 1867- 1868; Right Hon. Lord Lisgar 1868-1872; Rlght Mon. the Eart (aftorwar,
1878; Right Hon, the Marquess of Lorne (afterwards th Duke of Arayll), 1878-1883; the Marquis of L.n.um.,.'e, ’ 'St o u"‘ul'}':_" ANTUIn 3ad AN,

Provinces of Canada, Nova Scotia and
New_QrunsMck shall form and be one
Dominion under the name of Canada.
*“And we do further ordainand declare
that the persons whose names are herein
inserted and set forth are the persons of
whom ,we have by warrant under our
royal sign manual thought fit to approve

‘GOVERNORS-GENERAL OF THE DOMINION OF CANADA—Left 1o right: The Eart of Aocerdeen (now Marquess of Aberdeen and Tremain), 893 to 1898;
0.

the Duke of Davonshire, i8i6 to 192(; General Baron Byng of Vimy, 192}

of like vision blazed the way and per-
suaded the people to follow the path
that led to the goal of union in one
federation under tﬁc British flag—self-
governing Dominion within the British
Empire.

At the jubilee of our Dominion it is
natural to look back to the events of the
beginning, This can be most easily
done by means of a brief chronology of
that time.

On September 1, 1864, a conference
opened at Charlottetown, P.EI, at-
tended by delegates from the three
Maritime "Provinces, the purpose being
to devise a plan for the union of those
three provinces, ;

A request was sent to the Charlotte-
town Conference from the Government
of United Canada (Upper and. Lower
Canada), asking permission to send re-
presentatives to lay before the Conference
a plan of larger union that should in-
clude Canada as well as the Maritime
Provinces,

The request was granted and the
Government of United Canada sent the
following ministers to the Charlotte-
town Conference: John A. Macdonald,
George E. Cartier, George Brown, Alex,
T. Galt, Thomas D’Arcy McGee, Wil-
liam Macdougall, Hector. L., Langevin
and Alexander Campbel),

At Charlottetown the delegates from
Canada invited the Maritime Provinces
to send delegates to a second conference
to be held in the immediate future in
(iuebec City to discuss a larger union
that, it was hoped, would comprise ail
British North America,

Foundation Laid

The Quebec Conference met on Octo-
ber 10, 1864. It was attended by re-
presentatives of United Canada, the

TH‘ ::!..I MINISTERS OF THE DOMINION=Loft to right: 8ir Cf

ada, and on Monday morning, July 1,
1867, Viscount Monck, in Ottawa, took
the oath of his new office before the
Hon, Wm, Draper, Chief Justice of
Upper Canada, then becoming known
as Ontario,

Macdongld had been called upon to
form a Ministry, and had selected his
colleagues, who, with one exception,
were sworn in on that first Dominjon
Day, sixty years ago,

By the Queen!
A Proclamation
IH OR uniting the Provinces of Can-

ada, Nova Scotia, and New Bruns-
wick into one Dominion under

the name of Canada,
“Vicloria R.

“Whereas by an act of Parliament,
passed on the twenty-ninth day of March
one thousand eight hundred and sixty-
seven, in the thirticth year of our reign,
intituled, “An Act for the Union of Can-
ada, Nova Scotia and New Brunswick,
and the Government thereof, and for
purposes connected therewith,” after
divers recitals it is enacted that “jt shall
be lawful for the Queen and with the ad-
vice of Her Majesty’s most honorable
Privy Council, to declare, by proclama-
tion,‘ that on and after a day therein
appointed, not being more than six
months after the passing of this act, the
Provinces of Canada, Nova Scotia and
New Brunswick shall form and be one
Dominion under the name of Canada,
and on and after that day those three
Provinces shall form and be one Do.

to 1926; Viscount Willingdon, assumed ofMce Oct, 2, now in offic

a8 the persons who shall be first sum-
moned to the Senate of Canada,”
(Here follow the names of the seventy-
two appointees to the Senate.)
“Given at our Court at Windsor
Castle this twenty-second day of May,
in the year of our Lord one thousand

THE PRIME MINISTERS OF THE D

1873, to Oct. 18, 1878; Hon. John 4. 0. Abbott, Jung 18, 1691, to Deo. 5, 1892; Sir John §

one-third of the British Empire; it is
larger than that of the United States,
including Alaska, by nearly 112,000
square miles; it is as large as thirty
United Kingdoms and eighteen Ger-
manys; twice the size of British India;
eighteen

eight hundred and sixt -seven, i
the thirtieth year of t)uly reignl:l it
God Save The Queen.”
Thus was the formation of the Do.
minion of Canada officially announced

0 people. There are thoge still
living who distinctly remember the

events that followed—the surrender to
Canada by the Hudson’s Bay Compnn'y
of the vast territory known as Rupert’s
Land; the formation of the Province of
the entry
of British Celumbia into the Confedera.
tion in 1871 and of Prince Edward Island
in 1873. Years later the Provinces of
Saskatchewan and Alberta were formed
as part of the Dominion, which stretches
across a continent, looking out to east
and west upon an ocean. To-day New-

Manitoba three years later;

foundland alone stands aloof,

Canada’s Sixty Years

of Progress

@HAT Canada has frnspered
€

deration the

every way since Con

in

official records amply prove; that

she will “eventually become a giant

the Ear) of Minte 1998 to 1904; Earl Grey, 1904

among the nations of the world is con-

fidently predicted,
In 186g

665 square miles,

The area of the Dominion amounts to

to 1911; H.R.H. Q‘h. Duke of ‘Connaught, 1811 to 1916;

i the area of the four provinces
entering = Confederation was 662,148
square miles; now the Dominion Parlia-
ment exercises jurisdiction over 3,729,-

of new trackage is laid annually. In

lines opened, 166 miles completedjbut

times the size of France and twenty-
three times the size of Italy,

At Confederation Canada’s popula-
tion was 3,371,594; now it is probably
10,000,000. The Dominion's increase in
percentage of population for the decade
1901-1911 was 34 per cent., which is 10
percent, greater than any similar in-
crease in the United States. It is esti-
mated that at the present rate of growth
the population of Canada will have
increased to between twenty and twenty-
five millions by 1950, while there dre
those who confidently predict that the

number will by the year mentioned
reach over thirty millions,

In many other respects the growth
has been enormous.  Railroad construc-
tion, for example, saw iterriod of great-
est activity in Canada during the first
decade and a half of the present cen-
tury, when two entirely new transcon.

tinental systems were built and placed
in operation. But though incidents of
this extraordinary kind occur only at

wide intervals, a considerable amount

1925 there were 506 miles of new railway

not opened for traffic, and 859 _miles

thére has been lm\m‘
tonnage of coasting 3e.'.¢ has ;l;:
grown, increasing from 10 million tong
m 1876 (the first data compiled) to g3
million tons in 1926, ag com, with
an increase in sea-going and i,
international tonnages from §

in 1868 to 75 millions in 1926,

, Canada’s transportation facilities e
sides its immenge railway Mileage, iﬂclud;
a water-way course of 2,20 miles from
:ll':e ;‘no::lthfolf‘ t'l(xe giver St. Lawrence to

e head of Lake Super;; r—eq
distance to l.iverpooi).eno el to the

1872,

1883 to 1888; Lord Stanley of Preston '(afterwards Earl of Derby), 1888 to

. Canada possesses untold wealth in
its minerals, development of which has
only {mrli - A high English
authority has declared that Canada is
destined to become one of the most im-
portant coal-producing countries in the
world—a statement that cannot be gain-
said. Canada, in fact, possesses all the
valuable minerals, the production in a
pingle year amounting to. $102,291,686.
The gold fproduction alone was worth
nearly $10,000,000.

Ot| er natural resources with which
Canada is abundantly blessed are tim-
ber, fish and potential water power, the
latter being larger than that of any
other country and twice that of the
United States, .

Thus it will be seen that the Canada
of sixty years ago and that of to-day
are widely different countries. Instead
of two struggling Provinces, then known
as Upper and Lower Canada, is now
seen a vast nation stretching from the
Atlantic to the Pacific, and embracing,
besides those Provinces, all His Ma-
jesty's possessions, save one small island,
in North America, and linked tighter
than ever before to the British Empire,

Of the thirty-four statesmen who took
an active part in the connecting of these
Provinces and whose names g0 down to
posterity as the fathers of Confederation
there is not one living,

Such, in brief, is the nation the sixtieth
anniversary-of whose birth all-Canada
will this year be celebrating.

Canada, A Land of Opportunity

If one wants to get something of
the romantic possibilities of success
won overseas by men of courage and
character, there 'is no better way than
by learning something of the inspiring
careers of some of our great adven-
turers, wrote Lord Apsley, D.S.0.,
recently.

A letter sent back to his folk in Scot-
land by a young stone-mason known at
that time as Sandy Mackenzie is worth

uoting. Young Mackenzie had left
gcotland for Ontario when he wastwenty,
This is what he wrote:—

‘“This is no country for idlers. Hard
work for some at least would be re-
quired of those beginning to cultivate

- r g
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amost as large as Europe;

harios Tupper, May |, 1800, to July 8, 1808 8ir Wilfrg Laurlor, July 11, 1098, 1o O, O 19111 8lr Robt, L, Borden,

L 1911, to July 10, 19205 Right Mo, Am Melghon, July 10, 1920, to Do, M, 192, and June 20, 1026, to Sopt, 26, 1920 Right Hon, W, L Maskanaly King; Des, 20, 1021,
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projected' or under construction, the net
gle track mileage being

The expenditures of steam

railways on maintenance

s tures account ?7 also a
nt item, amounting to § 0,000,

000 or $180,000,000, Xuogether, in.
vestments on new railway trackage and

other structures in 1024 were over $48,.

000,000 and in 1923 over $68,000,000,

pital, post office savings and
other bank deposits, fire and lifé"lnluh
ance in {oroea post gﬂic?s, railway. gross
earnings, trade with all coun ~
Py untries ($2,
about twenty times
fedem_tion, viz,,
facturing capital, number of em loyes
and amount of wages paid and value of
manufactures,

Canada’s nt immigration inflow
represents a Inrge annual addition to the
population, Interesting, 100, is the fact
that while Great Britain and continental
Europe have been adding hundreds of
thousands to the n of the Do-
minion, the United States is also con.

buting a goodly quota of new-comers,

As a_ maritime country Canada stands
in a prominent place, “The
80a-going vessels entered and
(hh ed \ 1 dM.l
showed an almost continuous increase
up-to 1014, again since the armistice

7,
. D. Thompson, Deo. 5, 1892, to Dec, |12, 1894 Sir MacKenzlp Bowell, Dec, 2, 1894, to April 27, 1896,

the soil. But then we would have the
satisfaction of knowing we were work-
ing for ourselves, and there would be
no tax-?therer standing over us thrust-
ing his hands into our pockets."

This Scots stonemason became the
first Liberal Prime Minister of Canada,

Even more romantic is the story of
Donald Smith, ‘who Jeft his native

cotland at twenty without money and
without influence, to try his fortunes in
the Dominion. His first job was the
humble one of counting rat skins for the
Hudson’s Bay Com , and he counted
them until his hamr b‘d. ot

ard work—yes, But opportunities,

t0o. Donald Smith worked and watch-
ed. Once, when he was in charge of 8
remote Hudson's Bay station, he became
snow-blinded and was led many miles
by an Indian to the nearest town. When
he got there he was “told off" for leavin
his post. He set out within an hour an
was led back to continue his work.

He became head of the Hudson's Bay
Company. But that was not all. He
conceived the gigantic pm&ct of thrust-
ing a railway across the Continent and
?‘.mughim nll_ll-lnlgh im B Rocky

y s en
others; he backed the P wick
work, ‘ideas, and money. result
was the Canadian Pacific Railway.

Wm”&mm%

Royal—and a millionaire,




