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Searching

The thing that is puzzling in connection with
£ the Hepburn-King conflict, says the Ottawa
§ correspondent of Saturday Night, is the timing
: of this war declaration. Why should the pre-
| Christmas peace of the capital have Peen shat-

tered by the Rogers-Howe bombshell? What, if
anything, does the Government know today that
it-did not know two months ago? The Hepburn-
- Duplessis alliance has been at work for months,
hammering the King Government. Mr. Hep-
burn’s attitude on the South Waterloo by-elec-
tion probably piled up a good many votes to add
to the Conservative majority. But these open
tactics hardly justify Mr. Howe’s intriguing use
of the word “plotting” to describe the Hepburn
campaign. Plots suggest treachery and treachery
points the finger, not at Toronto or Quebec but
at Ottawa and Mr. King’s cabinet itself.
In a search for the Judas, which has included
a roll-call of Mr. Hepburn’s few personal friends
at Ottawa, three ministers have been placed
under suspicion, All three have reaffirmed
their loyalty to the Prime Minister. If the pur-
pose of the Government’s move was to bring
the traitor into the open before the parliamen-
_tary session, it has so far failed. But the sages
that put two and two together and make four,
five or six are telling their friends to watch the
events of the next week carefully for clues.
Some are going so far as to narrow this down
to one particular development expected before
Christmas. :

The Royal Visit

A proposed itinerary for the King and Queen
on their coming visit to Canada has been pre-
pared by the Government and sent to London
for approval or amendment. It is a foregone
conclusion that many proposals that have been
sent to Ottawa will not be included in the pro-
gramme, because that would give their Majesties
altogether too busy a time and spoil the pleas-
ure of the trip for them. Canadians will give
“them a magnificent welcome but they also want
them to enjoy the visit.
 This first visit of a British sovereign to Can-
ade will be a great event to every section of the
country, but most Canadians will be sensible about
it and will agree with the Lethbridge Herald
when it says that the best service we can render
to the King and Queen is not to rush them
around the country and fatigue them so greatly
that they will leave Canada physically tired out.
“Iet us make their visit so agreeable, so en-
jJoyable,” it says, “that they will sail from our
shores with a high opinion of the thoughtfulness,
goodness and loyalty of the Canadian people.”

A Crook Reformed

‘A retired New York policeman who was one
of the leading characters in a best seller, and big-
gest theatrical draw, has just died in the person
of Mr. Henry Valentine., At this season a not
inappropriate gift to young, old, well or infirm,
would be O. Henry’s “A Retrieved Reformation.”
Having himself served a prison term, Sidney
Porter, or O. Henry, as the world knew him,
understood how to make even the convicted crook
human and appealing. Surely one of the most
appealing burglars in literature was Jimmy
Valentine, hero of “A Retrieved Reformation”,
and of Paul Armstorng’s later dramatic version
of the brief tale, “Alias Jimmy Valentine.”
Jimmy was the reformed cracksman whose sen-
sitive fingers, sandpapered to the quick, enabled
him to feel out the combination of a bank vault
which had imprisoned. a child. A curious side-
light on the thin material out of which a genius
it can weave such a story comes with the det}th
of Henry Valentine. Apparently Mr. Valentine
supplied only the name of the chief character,
while O. Henry himself was the original Jimmy.
Henry Valentine often recalled how one night,
' when he was on duty at the old Mulberry Street
i station, Sidney Porter, after a gay evening, was
< pooked as drunk and disorderly. Apparently he

was neither at the time. Valentine was trying to

open a child’s toy bank, which he had bought

for 3 cents because the storekeeper had lost the
i combination. ~Porter, alias O. Henry, wanted a
drink of water. Henry Valentine hastened to
get it from the station water cooler. ‘When be
returned with it he was doubly rewarded. O,
Henry had opened the bank and written the com-
bination on a slip of paper. Later the policeman
found his own name wused for perhaps the most
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“ the alembic of his imagination.
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popular character the author ever created. The
* bank, the law, the lost combination, the reform-
" ed crook, a child—one can see it all working in

‘he Scottish clans, complains a writer in the,
amilton Spectator, are losing  their reality.
Scotsmen themselves have largely contributed to
by  going ;}ﬂto‘Enmnd'to seek their for-

" course, twentieth century life
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kept more or less alive by annual celebrations,
games and “réunions.”

“The MacLeods are among the most clan-con-
scious of the Highlanders. Their chieftain to-
day is Flora (Mrs.) MacLeod of MacLeod, who
regularly presides at gatherings of the clan. Per-
haps the best known of the clans, however, is the
Campbells, which, for generations, had a unique
reputation for ferocity. “Traditional homes of
the Campbells are around Loch Tay and east of
Oban. Their chief is the bachelor Duke of Ar-
gyll, who, a scholarly man, has not much but a
love of Scotland in common with his slaughter-
breathing ancestors. x
In the past every clansman devoutly believed

form. She banished alcohol from Iona, part of
the Campbell territory, and it remains “dry” to
this day, with not a single public house upon its
acres.

Half a dozen things are closely identified with
the clans; for instance, the kilt, the piper and
yarious athletic games. If the clan consciousness
wholly died, certainly the kilt and the piper would
disappear. A terrible insult was .given to all
clansmen recently when a London magistrate
ruled that a man playing the pipes in the streets
was “creating a public nuisance.” - Many Low-
landers, reading their papers, feared that this
would bring the clans in force over the border.
But, nowadays, apparently Highlanders are more
forgiving.

There are maps of the Highlands and islands
of Scotland in which all the separate parts are
marked with the names of the clans with which
they are traditionally associated. Until, under
the pressure of taxation and other influences,
great estates all over Britain began to break up,
a large part of each of these territories was held
by the respective clans’ chiefs.
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Christmas one of the best ever,

x X & =® Joneses

Sir Douglas Haig was appointed Commander-
in-Chief of the British Armies in France this
date, 1915. ’
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ed at $10,266,053 in 1937, an improvement of
45 per cent over the total of $7,075,831 reported
for 1936. In addition, there was a production
of 255,549 tons of fertilizer materials valued at
$5,745:806 in 1937 and 198,848 tons at $4,299,
732 in 1936, by establishments which were classi-
fied to other indus:rial groups.
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Here is a sad tale of woe from the New York
Times: “Scientists have discovered the Winter
habitat of the popular restaurant item, the shrimp,
off 'the coast of Central Louisiana. Hitherto the
country, in Winter,. has had to struggle along on
refrigerated shrimp, but this will soon be rem-
edied. A great fleet of fishing boats from all
the Gulf States is already on its way to the shell-
fish sanctuary. And this goes on under an Ad-
ministration which feels bitterly and has spoken
out strongly about our squandered American
heritage. We have raped the fields and ravished
the forests and gutted the mines and plundered
the soil until America’s best friends would hard-
ly know it. Now it is the turn of the shrimp.
Hunted in Winter and Summer, it will go the
way of the passenger pigeon, the bison and the
wild turkey. In the 1948 Presidential ¢campaign
shrimp conservatio:n n;ay‘be 2 burning issue.”
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In these unprecedented Christmas time of
home relief, when an appeal is made for the in-
digent it is easy to shrug the shoulders and feel
we have done our share in the taxes we pay.
Surely whoever is up against it need only apply
to the proper authority to be taken care of. Is
it our duty to help support private charitable
organizations too? Such a mood would be dis-
sipated by becoming aware of some histories of
families known to the clergy and Dispensary
nurse. Here is one. It relates how an aged,
widowed mother and her daughter were  too
g:oud to accept assistance when their plight had
en reported. The husband and father had|

left a comfortable fortune. This money soon
dwindled away through bad investments. i

daughter, though middleaged and a widcw. with |
little ones of her own, insisted she could make |18
a living for all. Her optimism was short-lived.
They had to sell their last bits of old ldce and
. | fine_petit poKA‘t‘,a remnants from  their forme\" 3.
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Since
self-sufficiency
ward dictatorship, while broad in-
ternational trade
mocracy, the treaties do serve to
draw the self-governing nations to-
gether and to stress
mon interests. Yet the virtue of
this natural cohesions of the de-
mocracies is
each both internally
ternational relations without re-

this prospective expansion of our

vague fears of implied diplomatic
commitments.
Dispatch.

Universities
this continent are crcwded and in
some cases overcrowded. In many
of them
culums have been devised so that
the weak will deliberately fai!
and not come back. Universities
discourage students who stay on

they have not the talent to gain.

It is not always the students’
fault, They are thrust fcrward

they want to keep up with the

sons and daughters are at univer-
sity. —St. Thomas Times-Journal. |Mr.
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THE MILK ACT

Sir—~Like the inimitable “flea,”
“J, F, W.” vacates his’ first area
of damth a leap to lift him-
self over the line of the
issue. He correctly quotes my de-

“Strict fairness” to

adding, “I believe we succeeded in

companied it on'its travels and guarded it from |g;. gxge nedmk“‘ ("Strict fairness”) as-
mischance. The Duke of Argyll's grandmother, | Land of th He then

; s . ) . proceeds on his former
the Duchess, believed in another kind of pixy :g& LS (nyogg Sieamn” | course of misrepresentation say-
and was a determined advocate of temperance re- | to New York, were two little Qgt;b%:g 'tlt';ntmlln ;‘ once start-

to  dis-
repute.” Not true, Mr. “W.” It
was not until the “Board” by its
arbitrary unfairness, themselves by
their action brought the law into
disrepute, that my criticisms were
launched

To his plea, ‘I have yet to learn
in what way the Government are

d” I ence my reply
by quoting his next sentence,
“The" lature the Ac
This lature was 100 per cent
government.  True there were dis-
senters but when they were as-
sured that their own districts would
be exempted from the prov-
vlﬁ(t):g of this A'Ic'ktl lthwa.s ner=
m passage. en he says, —
“The Act was submitted to the
Agricultural Committee etc, and
was agreed to,” with proviscs as
to costs. He did not mention that
a letter was ssnt from the Devart-
ment of Agriculture, in,k which he
received appointment as a member
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everywhere on |throughout Mr. “W"’'s letter, - the

government is the controlling in-

terest,
Then . the Act fitself provides,
Lieutenant - Governor in

“the
Council appoints the “Board.
3) it aoooints

stiffer first year curri-

(8ec. 2) Then (Sec.
“The Dairy Superintendent for the
Province shall be Chairman of the
Board.” And, —“The Board may
from time to time, subject t» the
approval of the Lieutenant-Gover-

avor to pass for degrees

quires all fines and nenalties to b2
paid “to the Provincial Treasurer.”
If with these facts in plain sight,
“W” fails to “learn in what
. way the Government are interest-
ed” his blindness must be more than
political.”
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