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explain the immediate protection—as well as
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They know the peace of mind that comes from
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And Ferry

The following 1s from the of-
ficta] report of the proceedings ba-
fore the sessional committee of the
House of Commons on railways
and shipping, April 30:

Mr,

W. OChester 8. Melare
.| (Queens): “You would have to
| keep a separate freight account

| for your water travel and ferries,
for instance the one from Borden
to Tormentine?”

I Mr, Cooper: (Vice President and

| Comptroller, OCanadian  National
Railways): “Yes.”

| Mr. McLure: “You would have &

| breakdown of all of that?"

! Mr, Cooper: “You are speaking

| of revenues, yes.”

| Mr., McLuré: “Yes."

| Mr. Cooper: “We do that be-
cause if you remember the revenues

|and expenses of that particulas

{ operation are coveted by special

appropriation of parliament. i
Mr, McLure: “Yes, and any de-

revenue fund?”

Mr. Cooper: “Yes, siv.”

Mr. McLure: “It shéuld not ap-
pear as a deficit of the railways.”

Mr. Cooper: “It does not.”

Mr. McLure: “While we are on
that, where did the Canadin Na-
'.tional Rallways get the authority
‘for the rates they charge on the
ferry? To whom do they look .or
authority?”

Hon. Mr. Chevrier (Minister of
Transport): Perhaps } can answer
tthat. It is given to the Canadiar
‘National Railways by virtue of a
| trusting order. The ferrles are
owned by the government of Can-
sda and their operation is an-
trusted to the Canadian National
Railways.”

Mr. McLure “Then the mandate

W. G. HOGG, C.L.U., Divisional Manager.
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comes from the fovernment of Ca-
nada, or the Minister of Trans-
port?”

Hon. Mr. Chevrier: “Not from
the minister, no. The minister is
not the owner of the ferry, but
the government of Canada; title
s in the name of His Majesty.”

Mr., McLure: “He {8 the trus.
tee?”

Hon. Mr. Chevrier: “No, the Ca-
nadidn Naticnal Railways are the
trustees of it."”

Freight Rates

Mr. McLure: “That comes to the
question that we have always “ad
trouble over, freight rates, On the
| freight rates on that ferry your
board of control or whatever yoi

ficit is met from the consolidated

Car Rates

Discussed At Ottawa

Oommbssioners.”

Hon. Mr. Chevrier: “That (s a
different thing., You are refercing
fow to the rate on trucks?’

Mr, McLure: “Yes."”

Hon. Mr, Chevrier: “Let us yet
back to this question of freight
rates.” g

Mr, McLure: ‘“That 18 what T am
leading up to.*

Hon. Mr. Chewvier: “Those are
two different things.”
Mr. McLuré: “No, the same

thing. Now, with respect to the
load on the truck, trailer or what-
ever it was—today on the Wocd-
Cariboo ferry there is no account
| taken of the load, only of the truck
itself. They charge for the truck.
]It there s a 5-ton load op it ol
|ﬂrsb—cluu freight they do not
make any charge for the load. On
]whlt authority are you people
l1-nl|.kln( a charge on the other fer-
ity at Borden?”

Hon. Mr. Chewrier: “You kaow
why that is, of course; that is

000 paid there by the government.”
Mr. McLure: ‘I know, we are
paying the Canadian National this
]yte;‘r & subsidy of $880,000, wn't
Hon, Mr, Chevrier: “I put it the
other way, that the government i1
paying a subsidy of $880,000 to the
Canadian National Rallways for
the car ferry, so that one ou'-
it might be sald that we have sub-
sidized the Wood-Cariboo ferry te
a position where its rates for a
truck are lower than those on t;e
car ferry."”

Mr, McLute: “Undoubtedly the
same thing must occur on outa
| ferrles. You are subsidizing both
in the same way but in the ca:e
of the one you call it a defic't
and in the case of the other you
use the term subsidy. While the
terms are different, there is no
|dmerence in fact; but why shou.d
apur pecple be penalized for carry-
ing freight over the Borden-Tor-
mentine ferry?”

Hon. Mr., Chevrier: “Well, now—
Mr. McLure: “Pardon me, I don't
want to argue this,”

Hon, Mr, Chevrier: “You are
referring to freight again?”
Mr. McLure: “Well, it is (e

same thing whether it Is freight
or—"

Hon. Mr. Chevrier: “If you are
referring to freight 1 would sy
{1t is & matter for the Board of

cell it, your transport board, have | Trangport Commissioners.”

no  authority to set rates fo: | nro McLuve: “Well, they had not
the Canadian Natlonal. By What, peen taking any t
system are those rates set?” | about 1

six months ago. y .
Hon. Mr. Ohevrier: “Perhaps T go. Someone

can answer that, The Board of
Traneport Commissioners; in laut
the chairman went down there
some lime ago, and when they cou-
sidered the matter they stated that
while they had some doubt as to
whether or not they had the au-
thority to set freight rates (hey
did proceed to take upon thenisel-
ves authority and reduce one such
rate.”
Mr. McLure: “Yes.”

Hon. Mr., Chevrier: “The ques-
ticn as to whether or not they
have the legal authority is one
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which I would not like to give an
opinion on because there is some
doubt.”

Confederation Contract

Mr. McLure: “Well, of course ac-
cording to the terms of confedera-
tion they had no legal authority,

they cannot set the freight rate dou.

on any water-borne traffic operat-
ing between any of the provinces
or between any of the provinc:s
and a British-owned territory. For ’
instance, they cannot set a [rewht

rate from COCharlottetown to St
John's, Newfoundland. That must
be set by private concerns. Chey
have no jurisdiction over these
freight rates and my claim has
always been 'to you that they have
no right to set a freight rate on
trucks on Canadian Natlonal fere
ries operated by the Canadian Na-
tional”

Hon, Mr. Chevrier: “Freigit
rates are governed by the Rallway
Act. They are set up under :he
Railway Act, and the Board of
Transport Commissioners have ai-
ready exercised jurisdiction.”

“Mr. McLure: “And that not-
withstanding the fact that the.r
lega] counsel down there, Mr, Dy-
sart, stated when he was guwing
evidence that they did not have
jurisdiction.”

Hon. Mr, Chevrier: “Well,m:cam

t goi to enter into a use
:?'m gointfu lega] aspect. All I can
tell you is the position which my
officers advise me s the corree)
one; namely as government-owne}
vessels they have been entrusted
for operation to the Canadian Na-
tional Railways and the Board of
Transport Commissionets maintain
that they have doubt whether I.he,,i
have jurisdiction in the matjer oi i
fixing ratés but notwitstandirg !
that doubt they have fixed ii.em,
That is the position.”

Mr. McLure: “When we had au- |
tomobiles first; you see, up to 1919
automobiles were prohibited in ~ur i
province by law; but after that |
when automobiles got running a- s
cross on the ferry there was a rate |
set to take them over and that
rate was set by the governmert at |
$7 for a return trip for autemo-
biles.” e
Hon. Mr, Chevrier: “You are now

referring to the Wood-Caribso
ferry?”
Mr, McLure: “No, no; to Bur-

den-Tormentine. After 1932
Hon. Mr. Chevrier: "I am aware

of that”
Cites Precedent
Mr. MeLure: “We took objection

to that vate which the government
had set in 1922 And in 1031 we AL~

led to the Minister of Trans-
g::t—-ho was then the Minister
of Rallways and Canale—and he
had it reduced to $3. That was not
done by any Board of Transport

must have set the freight rates
! prior to that time. It it was

"I think they had no right to rut

"on those exorbitant freight rates. | free, but let the consolidated reve-
Hon. Mr. Chevrier: *I presum> | nue fund of Canada pay it as they
( the freight rates they put into ef- | 2greed to pay it.”

jrect were approved of, were flied
| as taritfs with the Board of Trans-
,‘port Commissioners.”

Bridges The Journey

l Mr. Vaughan (President, Canad-

i lan Nationa] Railways): “I thipk You would show me the authority

| the ferry is different. The fery

I is operated as a part of the rail-
way, it is really part of the ramn

| way because it bridges the jour-
ney between the island and the
mainland. All this leads up, I sup-
pose, that you want reduced rates
on your trucks and other things
on the ferry.”

Mr. McLure: “They are tremen-

s today."”

Mr, Vaughan: “I would say n
connection with that that is a
matter which s receiving very
careful consideration from the rail-
way officers at the present lime
and I think perhaps before ong
we may be able to say something

fylmer
legelable

the economical |
way to serve

becauss there is a subsidy of $100,- |

their deficit in the operation of

Welghs the other. In other words, |

the
' OCanadian National Railways tien [ do not say that the Canadian Na-
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t6 you on it. Perhaps we cannot
satisfy you entirely but we hope
we will be able to give you some-
thing whlgh will please you.,"
Mr. McLure “Well, as a matter
of fact, from statements which M.,
Vaughan made himself we were a-
fraid to look to him for any reief
becausé, when asked the question
in one of these committees, was
the freight rate too high, he replied
that he did not consider them too
high and he thought that the peo-
ple of Prince Edward Island ought
to be well-satisfied that they were
allowed to bring a truck over at
all because it was in direct com-

pextvi[;l.-ox‘llavlgthl;n tpeulr:tlov:’ag,-;ay.ma. ( B of M .. for all improvements (66u81 1o 6% htbrest er émmom)
I recall having sald that, but a: that will add to the appearance, I Largor Ioans at proportionste cost
the same time we are giving this convenicnce and comfort of your
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| similar occasion the then president manager or accountant. Remember: v INCLUDING INTEREST
';‘fl thelrallwayz, the labtne”Sm Herzry “Wh " f ] ¢ the

hornton, made g similar state- en you ask for a loan ar the |
ment, and he said that the Canad- Bof M P " " $50 [$848 |$569 |$ 4.30
ian Naticnal Railways were mot ' nf » JOK a0 10k A afmmlr. 78 12.72 8.54 6.43
Interested in the terms of Conied- e
eration regarding the operation of “ v 130 380 1. 40
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ways. However, after that he be- TOA NILLION CARADIANS
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came one of our very hest friends
and gave us a very fine hote] down
there.”

Hon, Mr. Chevrier:
is still your friend.”

Mr. McLure: “I am reminding |
you of this; what you sald was
detrimental to us down there, and

‘“The rallway
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I hope that now you have studied
| this problem we will have a real

part in it up unt:l frau\. Of course, if we got justice

as a Province we should not pay
on

working with Canadians in every walk of Life since 1812
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{nny freight for coming over
that ferty to any government. I

tional Railways should carry it

Charlottetown Branch: N. L. FORD, Manager

Asks For Authority to freight rates because we a:e

handing over to them a fine, new
boat, a boat and docks which {ney
do_not maintain, They do not wven
charter them, andl they do not own
them. It is a wonderful propo.i-
tion If it Is turned over to then:.
We will Jook forward, Mr. Vaughan
to' proper consideration with re-
spect to freight charges.

| Hon. Mr. Chevrier: “Now, M.
| McLure, I don’'t want to interrups
| you, and-I-do not want to delay
' proceedings, but I wish some day

| for that because I am extremel
| interested in knowing under whai
! authority you make such a stale-
ment,”

a few flowers and cleaning up
the lawn as well.” A red tractor.
on g neighboring slope puffed away,
busily drawing a-set of harrows.
“And” continued James ‘“other
farmers on the land—and us wifh
so much to do that we hardly know
where to begin. Do you know what
my mother'd do? She used to sweep
every inch of the lawn and thin«¢

on some of those branches. I was
simpler than you to haul thcm
here in the first place.”

...

The work Is done now and bird
song s stilled except the odd
sleepy murmur that comes from &
wide old eave outside the window,
where sparrows nest. At the barng

Mr, McLure: “What statement?"”

ment that it was understood at
| Confederation that you were ta
have free movement on that cac
ferry” 7

Mr. McLure: “Sure.”

Hon. Mr. Chevrier: “I wish you
would show me that in the statute,
I hee asked to have it shown
to ine on more than one occasion.”

Mr, McLure: “I think I put it on
record three times since 1945,

Hon. Mr, Chevrier: “In dicussing
the estimates you have made sta.e-
ments?”

Mr. McLure: “Yes, and I refer
to the man who started it up.”

Hon, Mr. Chevrier: “Who was
that?”

Mr. McLure: “I refer to the Hon.
Mr, Dunning, That was his idea;
when inaugurating the ferry ser:
vice at Wood-Carthoo, he stated
that frelght must be carrled free
because it is in the bond of agree.
ment, Those were his words.

Hon. Mr. Chevrier “I would like
to see that bond of agreement.
When I was down in Prince Kd-
ward Island I was told exacily

' what you say and I believe ihat

is the feeling they have down
there; but I would like to see the
agreement in the statue or in ths
imperial order In council. If you
have it I wish you would show 1t
to me.”

Mr. McLure: “I think I have {%
and can give it to you because we
base our argument on that.”

Hon, Mr, Chevrier: “I am not
arguing with you that the rates
not high. I am simply asking jor
the authority.”

Mr. McLure: Yes, théy are prec-
hibitive, I will get you the au-
thority. I thought we had settled
that pont.

Mr, Vaughan: “I would suggest,

us another week or tWwo until we
can sée what can be done.”

Mr. McLure: “As I said befoce,
you are facing this charge laid a-
gainst you for not taking any in-
terest m what we are doihg on ths
Island.”

Mr, Vaughan: “We are all great-
ly interested in the Island, I can
tell you' that.”

#A Nice New Ferry”
Hon. Mr, Chevrier: “And we are

needed veqetables
every day

| eharging an additional 30 per cent cocked her head to one side

Youn I ESRRVES MLMER duy
A ———

going to give you a nice, new ferry

down there”
|

Mr. McLutre: “Yes"
Mr, Maybank: “I hope you will
hot use that as an argumeni f{or

on their fréight rates down there.”

Mr, McLurs: “Speaki about
this new ferry down there, I think
the Oahadian National Railways
should bé very kind with refe.snce

it I may, that you leave that with '

Mr, Vaughan: “We are giving

| Hon. Mr, Chevrier: “The state® |1t our consideration now, Mr. Me-

Lure. I was just going to point
out that there is no revenue from
that ferry which comes to the Ca-
nadian National Railways, and the
expenses are taken out of our ac-
counts, the operating expenses do
not come out of our funds at au.”

Mr. Hatfleld: “What accouat
does #t come out of?”

Hon. Mr. Chevrier: “We all havs
a soft spot in our hearts for the
Island.”
| Mr, Vaughan: “The loss is nac

i1s to say the dominion government
relmburses us for any loss thece
may be on the operation of the
ferry.”

Mr, McLure: “You would hav:
to have the revenue freight last
year. Now, there were ,000 pass-
engers passed over that ferry.”
|, Mr, Vaughan: “That accrued to
the ferry and the expenses are
charged to the ferry, but in the
| final analysis the government pays
| the loss, whatever it may be.”

Mr, McLure: “You pay out, first.
| the charges for repairs on the ferry
| and then charge it back?”

i Mr, Hatfleld (Victorla-Carleton,
. N.B): “Does not the ferry cune
 Into your operating revenue?”

| Mr, Vaughan: “It comes in .n@
| out.”

! Mr, Jackman (Rosedale, Oni.)¢
{ “You are just the agent for tho
! government.”

|
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% Ellen’s Diary
By an Island Farmer's’ Wife
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The nature and proximity of the
masculine interest kept James wey
| aware of the progress of the house
work, I was still washing the d.n-
 ner dishes, wondering perhaps it

my advancing age would be suffic-

ient excuse for a briet or even
lengthier nap and actually quicken-
ing my movements in pleasant an-
ticipation, when the vehicle used
« was moved near an open door and
yJames approaching it briskly caii-
{ed: “Ellen, is {t all right to take
! these boughs away from the flow-
ers now? Or perhaps you intend
to leave them there all Summer?”
| "Yes” I replied “You may lake
them.” “All of them?"” A trim

White leghorn, a regular imp o

satan for foraging, lingering hear
to
listen. “Yes" I sald, but witha a
bit fearfully “all of them.” “We're
doing well now” I overheard James
rematk to Jock “not only takiug
awhy the banking but tendiwg to

urally offset by the subsidies; that '

nothing of it and now your moth-
er’” he said to Jock “can't get time

to even rake it!"”

sometimes to strategy to
feminine help. This is an unfail=
ing method. Not that it was at all
difficult to leave the indoors thjs
afternoon, not when “a brown bird
sang in anp orchard tree” and
sparrow with a cumbersome load
of feather in his beak listened a
moment while his better half ask-
ed with interest: “And what's she
, saying now?" “The daffodils are
coming!” I had called to Jeanre
“but oh dear, the hollyhocks, ara

gone. — every last
James caught

(Continued from Page 2)

my words, “Houy=-

James stoops
obtain

ed the yards.

4l night.

one of them.” | of seed this spring,

the park.
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a calf lows plaintively; a helfer
answers, The trees are held still
in the peace and'calm of the eve-
ning. Not a breath of a wind to
whisper among the branches. It
has been an altogether enjoyable
day this—the one when we i2n-

|* Until tomorrow — Diary—Gooé-

PORTAGE LA PRAIRIE, Man-
(OP) — Thousands of young flow
ering plants grown from $0 v;:rﬁ
groomed for the public's critle
eye in the Island Park greenhousa

| " h id “ne ind
;ﬁﬁﬁlbe&bout theU::ldbegs.v“énomg They will be transplanted lnhg:
and hold the mare while we load | many decorative beds th-ougl
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