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will a very, very
y°“l’l’inm! xﬁlrd Island. Roughly, it
les due th of Natal in South
Africa, ’!#1 odd thing about It is
that in ap Allas -in Lon-
don (Eng) it 1s marki ) ;lsrum‘:
possession, while on & wall maj
printed in'the U. 8. A..it is marked
“French.”f It would’ appear “from

about ougtiny “namesake” in any
book of feference that I have ac
vess to. .
If one may judge by ‘comparison
with the Other islands of- this deso-
on, the southern P. E. Is-

land is likely to” - be uninhabited.
Kerguelin Island -lies -almost in the
same latitude, but is further east-
ward, and although it Kas no lack
of animal-and plant life, it has ne-
ver attracted settlers of any na
d is only oc-

whalers or

their re-

is.ands in the course

of ages have evolved insécts and
animals with some remarkable pe-
culiarities of structure, Most of
Vhese islands are of voleanic origin.

“GIVE ME ME HAT”

This form of the first, singular,
possessive noun, is made great
use of by the “impossibles” who fi-
gure in our so-called comic strips.
However, it is not as ludlc):‘rgmun:
at first sight it appears, a
n';rm of :\:ecch it may be defended
on broad historical grounds, An-
clently the “Y” was Sou as in
“city”, not as in “try;”- the latter
gound was a very late innovation.
Henoe in all the old dialects o
England we find “my” pronounced
\ike the final syllable in enemy,
and “thy” as that in worthy. This
usage is not so much vulgar as it is
srchaic.

THE GOOD NEW TIMES

A charaeter in a work of fiction
(“The Good camvpnio'g;_" by J. B.
Priestley—sg. capital story of mo-
dern England) tells of & peggy-tub
ghe has borrowed. ) y
would be mhat the Novocastrian of
s by-gong- . generation, called &
"pos—tub,,"ln‘ind\spennbh article
in every household at that time, but
now fortunately in the discard. It
was a tub, or-bamel of hardwood,
about Waisk-Righ, -and only made
its appearance on wash-day; s
adjunct, which wil bear "ucnbv
ing, was paljed & -stick.” The
poss-stick was -made ot softer wood,
ghaped likes & big round bottle with
8 very elongated neck, which was

as a broom-stick, The bottom. of the

stick was seven or eight inches
in diameter, with two deep slots
. about two inches wide, 'crosslng
sach other at right. angles.

When -washing day came the
Northumbrian  housewife ‘Tugged
these primitive implements into the
scullery, and set to work, The hot.
soapy watér was put into the poss-
fub, the dirty duds went in after,
and then the poss-stick came into

1t was placed in the tub, lift-
the cross-bapdle and allowed
to fall on the clothes, and there is
no question that it  beat out ‘the
dirt! A big washing might take a
couple of hours of this labor; per-
haps more, and it says a great deal
for the stamina of the women of
those days that they were able, af-
ter an exhausting morning’s work,
to hang out, take in, and launder
the clothes—and earry out-the rou-
tine house-work during the rest of
the day. The noise of the “possing”
was so disceinfortable that a iocal
poet could write—
“Of a’ the —.plagues a peor man
meets. «

Alang life’s ,weary way,

There's nyen amang them a’ that
beats

A rainy weshin' day;
And let that day come

may,

It a’'ways Is maw care,
Before aw break may fast to pray

It may bé finé and fair. s

when it

Chorus a
Por it's thump! thump!
i souse! e
. ferubl scrub-swag! Fa
here's nowt byt  glumpin’ 1’
houise
Upon a weshin' day.

souse!

the

The good wives - of the present |time.

day may. bless. their Jucky stars that
they have no such ordeal to face.
"Fhelr lines have fallen in pleasant
' places, with all the modern  con-
‘wenlences now" at hand.

THE 050“ OF INSECTS (9).
A 4 » " 4

We haveitiow 16 study the4th Ord-
of insects—the Siphonaptera

! a8 being comparatively useless in

legs are strongly developed, thus
shabling the insects to make extra-

leaps, and this ability has
given them the old name of
“Jops.” The antennae are aborted,

passes its life, and
reason the eyes are rudimentary or

simple and unfaceted. The edults| which is

prey upon- nearly all warm-blood-
ed animals and pass readily from
one species to another. In order to
combat this trait, attendants at the
kennels of fox-hounds in the Old
‘Country sprinkled their _ nether

rosemary, &

p nt to

manufacturers. However, plans are
under way whereby State:and Com-
monwealth legislation is proposed
to authorize the setting up of &
new butter marketing = plan which
will lant the Paterson scheme

these little pests.

It is a singular circumstance that
the human flea (Pulex irritans)
has never obtained a foothold on
this continent. Examinations of
many fleas supposed to be of the
human variety, have proved the in-
sects to be the cosmopolitan dog
or cat flea (Pserraticeps). A single
specimen of P. irritans was found
on the Pacific coast some years ago,
and this was the only authentic)
Canadian speci Exper
with the larvae of this species
would seem to indicate that great
heat is fatal to them, so that the
Canadian summer, and the dry
heat of our houses in winter, doubt-
less account for our freedom from
these insects.

There is a widespread ignorance
as to the transformation of these
insects, and European scientists
have made many investigations to

which has not proven to be ade-
quate under present conditions,
Moreover, the dairy produce con-
trol Act has been declared to be
ultra vires, or exceeding legal pow-
er, and the new legislation is de-
signed to overcome objections to
the former method of control.

only one left ‘by the foxes for a
number of years.” A tough old
bird, if you ask me, and no wonder
the foxes left it!

Matters botanical are very much
in abeyance just mow, but it may
interest readers to know that I
have recelved a series of five
pamphlets, reprints from the
Transactions of The Royal Cana-
dian Institute, entitled “A Biblio-
graphy of Canadian Plant Geogra-
phy.” This splendid work is from

dispel this. Eggs of cat and dog
fleas were collected and in fifty
hours all were hatched. The lar-
vae were small worm-like creatures, !
not found on the animais them-,
selves, but in their “beds” or other
resting places, and  especially in,
cracks in the floor, feeding on dust |
seurf, etc. After a week of this they |
spun cocoons in which they re-
mained for eight days, when the
dults 'em :  thus completing
their = transformations  seventeen
days after the deposition of the
eggs.
_ It is said that monkeys in the
wild ‘state, hrave no fleas, but  ac-
quire the human variety after cap-
t

ure,

The ¢higoe, a tropical American
flea, is notorious for burrowing into
the human foot and producing
troublesome ulcers; hence the say-
ing “well, I'll be jiggered!”

Next week’s notes will review the
Lepidoptera or Butterflies and moths
a subject of especial interest to
teachers this year.

NATURE NOTES, JANY 1934

To those whose hobby it is to stu-
dy the workings of nature, even the
stormiest and most unpromising
months of the year afford matters
of interest. During mild spells the
two-winged flies revive and wander

the pen of Prof, John Adams, Jf
the Botanical Division, Ottawa, and
brings together all the publications

f (titles only) relating to the science

which have been issued in Oana-
da, from and including the period
of the French se@lement down to
the year 1930. The arrangement
adopted is alphabetical, the

, with ‘the titje of
his work, place of .its publica-
tion, and its date following. As each

tation is preceded by a ber it
is easy to refer to any particular
work or any section of the science.
One of the earliest publications
is given thus: 2 Boucher P.— His-
toire 'Naturelle de la Nouvelle
France vulgairement dite.le Cana-
da. Paris, 1665.” An even earlier ac<
count of Canadian plants (In La-
tin) was published in Paris in 1635.
There are over 3,100 citations gi-
ven in the pamphlets, together
ber of addend This

CHAPTEK XXV,
OUR MODEL CANADA GOOSE

While I am writing as plainly as
I dare, yet I want you to keep an
eye between the lines,

For two springs
two pairs of my. geese nested
bank of the north pond, just one
hundred and twenty feet apart,
each gander always guarding snd
never going thirty feet away. An
old goose I had in my flock ap-
parently couldn’t control nataze
and she went and built a nest on
the bank right between these two
pairs of geese, or about sixty feet
from each nest. These ganders did
Lnot interfere with her ‘in any Wway,
shape, manner or form; but if an
enemy approached her, both these
ganders would leave “home and
would attack him with fury, while
if you went mear either of their
nests, only the ope would fight
you; the other --ould stay at home.
Both years every egg'in their mests
hatched, and the young were hear-
ty and strong. This odd, or single
goose set for five weeks on four
eggs the first year, and I let her set
seven weeks on five eggs the second.
year. I broke every. egg and not one
showed any sign of fertility. Re-
member, this is not almanac his-
tory; these are the facts, as I know
them.

Do these geese inbreed? This is a
question that apparently bothers a
great percentage of us smart hu-
man beings, and often in the spring
of the year when the geese are sit-
ting around by the hundreds I hear
this question asked by all sorts of
visitors; I think this is chiefly be-
cause of the extreme uniformity of
these birds both in size as well as
in - color.

I have tested this out sufficiently
to satisfy all my curiosity, I went
50 far as to keep four full brothers
and sisters 1in an inclosure by
themselves for nearly three years
and they lived together as brothers
and sisters only. But March the
third year I heard the two geese
giving love sick cries and they kept
fighting the wire towards where
some wing-clipped ganders were, S0
1 opened the gate and let them to-
gether, and inside of two  weeks
they paired off with these strange
ganders.

A young -goose will lay four eggs
the first year, and usually five the
d. After that I have had them

with a
work should be in the library of -all
who are interested. in our native
plants.

AN APPRECIATIVE LETTER: .

I intended to sdy_  something
about a letter from Hunter River
before this, but something went
astray with the mail, and the notes
did not appear. My little corres-.
pondent was Irma Bagnall of that

- | place, who sends me her good

flies or the

with strange wing-renations —ra-
rer 5pe91edr-—wm often find their
way up from the cellar, where they
had planned to take their winter
sleep, and whence they had been
drawn by the untimely warmth.
Many of the scarcer specimens in
my collection have found their way
there from this cause. To some ex-
tent this may be anticipated, for,
one way or another, the Diptera
are very fond of man and all
works,

One does not, however, often en-
counter any of the other Orders of
insects at such times, and it was
with considerable surprise that I
found in the cellar, during the cold
spell at the first of the month, a
moth which, from its actions, hed
apparently just emerged from the
pupal stage. Its body and hind
wings — which were of a sordid
buff color— were densely clothed
with long fine hairs; and the front
wings, of a brown color, prominent-
Jy splashed with red, were further
ornamented with four tiny white
spots, two on each wing. I take
this to be the “Herald Moth,” but
as I have no description of that
species, this is just & guess, and
awaits confirmation. In the mean-
time the unlucky victim of misplac-
ed confidence is reposing on the
mounting board.

The black duck is in genemal a

migrant to our shores, but, notes his

Bain, in some winters a few Tre-
main here. It seems that this wih-
ter, severe though it is, does not
compel the hardy few ‘o seek other
quarters, On the 20th, n“vly,but
cold day with & br4X N. W, wind,
a flock of eighteen ducks were ob-
served flying eastward The ther-
mometer was about 10 below at the

sort, and during December on vis-
iting it, & duck or two would rise
from it with a squawk and put for
the horizon!
A few years ago, during a bitter-
ly stormy day in winter, I took &
ter down to this
was cold, 20- above

wishes for the year and then pro-
ceeds to thank Mr. Tufts for pre-
senting, and “Agricola” for award-
ing, her a copy of “The Birds of
Eastern Canada,” in last summer’'s
Bird-house Contest. Irma thinks
“the book is wonderful,” and so it
is; and I also am grateful to Mr.
Tufts who was at some trouble to
procure a ocopy for me. Birds are
very scarce at Hunter River, Irma
says, but when any do appear ‘she
is careful to feed them.

There were, I recollect, several
prizes awarded for that contest, but
this is the first acknowledgement
received: I hope the recipients
were not disappointed?

THE BACON TRADE

The bacon trade controversy
goes merrily on in the more pro-
gressive farm papers, and some of
the correspondents seem to cast
the blame for the low price of the

imself H.

lay -8 high as seven, but in their
wild state I know they must lay as
high. as eight for I quite often see
sn. upbroken family here with ten
n it, elfght young and the parents;
but six is the average brood of
young., . ° ! )
- During my life I havé often crept
upon & deer Qr peeped over the top
of ‘'a Hhill at' & moose; and with ‘he
froéty ‘air-in oy favor I have watl-
ched them ‘fully three-quarters of
an Hion, or until - I'got  froze out,
Just ‘drinking ‘in pure hature, Time
and again I'have taken a little twig
in my fingers and cracked it, and I
am sure the deer's ‘hearing is at
least three times as sharp as ours,
or what I might hear at twinty feet
the deer would hear at sixty feet;

as sharp as that of the deer, mor
their eyes as quick to locate one. Of
all the creatures that carry the
latest electric equipment with them
I know of none to compare with the
Canada One bright, frosty
day in January, when the snow was
about six inches _deep, my wing-
tipped geese. were out of the wind
with their feet - pulled up. There
they sat on the crusty snow lke
s0 many fireléss cookers. I called
them to dinner, but they replied,
“Bring it to us.” When I would toss
three kernels of wheat in the air
all would honk, but when I went
through the same motion, empty-
handed, t';,Ihey would nét answer, I
e

product on the former h . He
is not producing the right kind, or
the right quality, or eise its the
quantity that's in fault.

The other side of the argument
is that even when the farmer pro-
duced hogs of such superlative
quality that they secured a prem-
fum, he has not been getting a price
these two years past to repay him
for his feed and toil to say noth-
ing of profit. FPurthermore, he
could see a wide difference between
price and the consumer’s price

is

dist and it was
over three hundred feet. I am sure
these birds saw the three grains of
wheat that distance.

But there is rio branch in my na-
ture study that has caused me to
sit up and take a- -more bubbling-
over, sympathetic interest than to
see these poor maimed birds come
to me for. protection when they
really need it. I have seen as high
as six lying In front of my-dining-
room window at once; in fact I
have picked up as high as seven in
one spring that came here and died

mofmirwouna.wmtmd)nmy

farmer went out of pigs, rather a
drastic action, perhaps, but quite
understandable. S'll, it would be
better if farmers, relying on them-
selves, would evolve some co-Opera~
tive scheme whereby
have a say in the matfer of prices,
rather than quit what should be a

.| very profitabe business

A BALD FACT

A fiy was walking with her
daughter over the head of & very
bald man. She sald: How . things

change, my dear. When I was your
footpath.

the park pond and usually sit on
the side nearest our . Possibl

they could | b8
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kernels off until he had sufficient.
He then put his wings' out again,
making crutches of them, and with
a peculiar spring he was in the air
and came down in the pond as be-
fore. On the  third day he was
standing on the bank with his bro-
straighteffied  around
place, and from a distance he look-
ed to be standing perfectly still, but
a close invest| showed  there
was a oonstant twitching in the
5 him, and
this dear old I ther stood exactly
in the one spot and in this
position for over six
time. In less than three
was evident that the
knit together, for when
alight on the ground he
throw himself a little to

i
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he would speak -quietly,
about it. Exactly one month from

all floated away on the air, head-
ed for the North. . .

The above is only orre out of do-
zens of cases that have come to my
observation. Out of the thousands

or two with one leg a little shorter
than the other, In that case the
other leg is always a little the lon-
ger.

T know of no bird or animal that
can equal them for getting well af-
ter being wounded. It is sald
a cat has nine lives; if that be

y has

but the hearing of the moose is not | der.

our dining room window.
out._to it. She would not
me pick her up, but would allow me
within four feet of her, That night
and she
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potato plants
acter.stics or the
is carried o

dwart, sireak, etc. we must plant
such tubers as have come

healthy plants. The great diculty
of bin selection .8 that tubers of-
fected with degeneration diseases
may appear entirely normal. How=
ful selection wonuerful

stook ‘from: which a
yleld cannot be obtained.

‘While tubers from healthy vines
nave often been found to grow i
regularly and also that mcl\: tubers
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Assured Results in ‘Reproduction

The largest litters born last season and
also the highest average of raised to
maturity were in fox
IMPERIAL COD LIVER

CUITS comprised a most impoftant part of

the foxes’ daily winter diet. Line up with
the world’s successful ranchers and insist
on having “IMPERIALS”, the best fox
food obtainable.

Imperial Biscuit Company

LIMITED.
Charlottetown, P. E. 1

STATION

of hulless ooly

(Ott. No, 477) and Libety"

. 480), have been tested &

the Experimental Station, Charit.
for a number of years. Lot}
proven to be the more s

in most respects. Over &

this variety hes s
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results.
threshed
shoulld not be stored in large pied
tendency to heal, T
be spread thinly
" dry and during ®
| time if any sign of heating
moulding ' “is - noticed, the ¢
should be turned with a 500D
Hulless oats is valuable in hofj
eeding and  makes an exced
addition to the poultry ration. I
ground 4t makes excellent o8
Enquiries - regarding hulless 9
may be addressed to the
tendent of the Experimentsl 8
tion; Charlottetown, P. E. 1.
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