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Intrepid Adventurer

/
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There 18 an extract from the re-
port of the Naval Service Depart-
ment that throws an interesting
light ,on this trip: °

“Af [Baillle Mlsland we had met
the little gasoline schooner Teddy
Bear, going out under sall after
pending five years in the Arctic.
This vessel, which I had formerly
met in ‘Coronation Guilf in 1911, was
the first ploneer trading vessel to
come east of Cape Parry. The
Teddy Bear was commanded, en-
gineered and sailed by a ‘young
French:Canadian named Joseph F.
Bernard, a native of Tignish, Prince
Edward -Island, who had ealled
from Nome in 1909 with one white
companion to earch for new fields
for trapping and trading. His com-
panion had been frozen to death
the first winter near BarterIsland,
Alaska, and ‘in 1910 (Capt. Bernard
had gone on alone with a few HEaki-
mos for crew and wintered a little
east of the mouth of the Copper-
mine River. The next year he
came out as far as the civilized
Mskimo village at Cape aBthurst,
where he wintered. Without going
home, he turned east again in 1912
and spent one winter in a harbor
on the south. side of Dolphin and
Union Strait, about sixteen -miles
south of Liston and Sutton islands,
and a little west of Chantry Island;:
the next winter in Lady Richard -
son Bay, (Southwestern Victoria
Island, coming out in 1914 after
voyaging for five years. His harbor
in“Dolphin and Union Strait, being
the first.zood harbor for mearly 200
miles east of [Plerce Point, was
use¢ as a base station for two
years, 1914-16, by the Southern par
ty of the ‘Canadian Arctic Expedi-
tion and named by us Bernard Har-
bor, partly in honor of Capt. Ber
nard’s pioneer energy in discover
ing its suitability and ueing it as

up to and including

B¢ | uncivilized and unexplored land.”

fl{| castward from the Pacific—Amund

a ship station, and in recognition
of his unusual kindness and recti
tude as a pioneer of trade in ap

Iéebound for Four Days.

In 1916, after a brief trip South
to Canada and the United States,
the Captain returned to Nome, out
fitted the Teddy Bear once more
and set forth to find the elusive
“North  West - Passage,” working
sen, it will be
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the in stopped before reaching
[the igap, and the only other living:
occupiant, the guard, ecsaped ua-;
hurt. : i
- In another instance twenty feet
l'of an embankment had been cutl
laway to make room for a large
|dmm:/lge pipe. The rails and sleep-
lers swere hanging in mid-air. By
some vnaccountable error a signal-
{ man allowed an express consisting
' of a locomotive and a train of heavy
corridor carriages to proceed on to
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To the astonished of the working
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its speed carrying it cross the
‘fllmsy bridge just as a skater, if he
li.s going fast enough, may jpass over
the thinnest ice without breaking
it
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‘.‘_Icnuceded a penal offence, was res
‘isponsible for his long imprison-

iwere supposed to live near Cape

,iped to find them. Their name was

:to exploration,

lindicated a spot on the map that)

Des

first, conditions ‘were unfavorabl¢
and for four years he was icebount
among the Arctic islands almos'
directly north of Winnipeg. As 8
matter of fact, his term could have
been shortened by 25 months, but
rcuriosity, though not. generall)

ment,
“I ‘had heard,” he explained, ‘o
a strange tribe of Hskimos  tha!

Krusenstern, and naturally Jwant

given as Ekalutomiut, or ‘The Peo
ple Who Lived by Fishing.” The
weather was fair and we could set
open water ahead so it seemed
quite safe to devote a Mew hour:
This was in mid
summer, mind, just here,” and he

was marked Taylor Island, Vicj
toria Land—the most northerly parl
of North America.

“Well, a sudden storm swept us.
In a few minutes, literally, icc
formed in the bay never to break
for two years. We were caught
and like a modern Tantalus, I wa:
frenzied by the sight of open water
Jess than twenty miles ahead! ‘T
make matters worse, there-were
no Eskimos of a strange tribe nor
any other tribe, and I made up my
mind very definitely, then and
there, that scientific writers should
set down only what they know and
not what they think. The conse
quences for trusting readers would
be far less disastrous.” .

“Was your plight so very seri

where he obtained implements and
clothing from the natives. In Feb-
ruary, 1920, he met a white man,
bound for civilization—the first he
had seef for four years, and tohim
entrusted a letter advising friends
at the University of ‘Pensylvania
of his safety. This letter reached
the University the following Sep-
tember! It was the first news re-
celved from Captain Joe for four
years. He had been given up for
dead!

'On his part, he had received no
word from civilization for three
years, and then got news two years
old.

Collected Birds’ Eggs.

In 1920 he came out, without
having made the Northwest pas-
sage, although he had accomplighed
more than two-thirds of the jour-
ney. But he brought valuable col-
lections which were distributed be-
tween the University of Washing-
ton ,Loyola ‘College; Victoria Mem-
orial Museum and the University
of Pennsylvania. (Especially note-
worthy is Captain (Bernard’s collec-
tion of birds' eggs.

The Knot Sand Piper cannot ac-
curately be called a rare bird, but
its habits are very little known
and its eggs are exceedingly rare.
Seldom have they been found, and
never brought out at all, save one
set each by Perry and. McMillan.
Captain Joe managed to gather up
a considerable number.

{In view of the recent éxcitement
over the Luxor excavations, it
seems that some little stir might
be occasioned by the fact that in
1917 Bernard unearthed the ruins
of two buried Eskimo villages at
Cape Krusenstern. In Victoria
Land also, he discovered ancient
settlements lying beneath the ice
and snow of many centuries.

(He came out in 1920, only to set
sail back again in 1921 from Seat
tle with a party of scientists who
wanted to explore the oil fields
ilong the Alaskan coast. [Later in
‘hat same year he started from
Nome for the iSiberian coast with
2 cargo of freight, consisting - of
twenty tons of sugar, milk, and
various other supplies that inctud
2d a ton of provisions for a membe®
)f his party who intended to land
‘n Siberia and trap all winter.

Driven Upon the Beach.
On leaving Nome, heavy storms
 lrove the = Teddy Bear towards
Jast Cape, She took shelter in
Putin Bay waiting for fairer wea
‘her. But the following day the
wvind swung to the opposite quar
er and drowe the helpless vessel
ipon the beach. The bottom ‘was
Sadly torn, the keel was smashed
wnd other injuries sustained. How-
sver, it is in times of adversity
that a man's resourcefulness is
shown. - With nothing but the wood
‘rom an old dog sledge, buts o!
custy iron, whale ribs found on the
heach, and the covering of an old
.otton mattress, the crew repaired
‘he ship and launched her, but the
wveather conditions had become 8¢
siolent that trying to make the
~assage would have been the epit

‘uctantly resigned themselves toa
winter’s imprisonment. The storm
had effectually melted the "sugar
wnd ‘it was not possible to salvage
aven the syrup that mingled with
-he salty ice water. The milk, too,
was so diluted that even a dairy
would -have blushed to offer it, and
the rest of the provisions had eith
ar been damaged or washed over-
board. The ton belonging to Leo
Kronkenster was commandeered
:0 augment the ship’s scant larder
wnd prospects for ‘a cheerful and
cosy winter were anything but
bright. They were very dark in
jeed, in the unheated, unlightec
~abin. ‘There was no fuel to be
‘ound on the barrem coast, and for
:ooking, a feeble flame was pro-
soked from moss that had been
sorn from a deserted hut and soak
>d in kerosene. Finally, a trip was
nade to, Emma Town, twenty miles
listant, and this was productive,
10t of clothing or food, of which

>me of foolhardiness and so, ata
“he Captain’s suggestion, they re-l

&

of a harmless, clerical nature. 'Ho'
is not so swarthy as many of his
race, and {8 not weather-heaten as
might be expected in one who has
withstood such constant exposure.
He seems to lack the fire general-
ly associated with Frenchmen. Yet
when he speaks, there is a quality
in his low voice that provokes in-
stant. interest and commangds at-
tention. He smiles readily and is
utterly and absolutely free from
any suggestion of posturing or
swank. His eyes are blue, clear
and large. In them burns the in-
exﬁnguishuble light one finds in
the eyes of men who love the sea.
Captain (Bernard. lifts his voice
in a constant plea for education.
It is only through this means, he
asgerts, that the waste of many|
years can be repaired, and that
Canada’s neglect of the Eskimos
can be expiated.

Eskimos a Sturdy Race.
There are now but 1,200 in the
country, and they are a necessary
economic factorin the development
of the North Land. He draws an
interesting contrast between the
nations of the Siberian and ‘Alas-
kan coast. The former are the un-
happy victims, not of traders, but
Japanese men-of-war, who distri -
bute vodka and other forms of vice
with prodigal generosity. There
are virtually no missjons and no
schools, and the Chukchecs have
fallen into a'pitiable state of physi-
cal and spiritual degradation. In
twelve years,’ Captain Bernard
says, the change in them is almost
incredible. On the other hand, the
Alaskan 'Eskismos have travelled
steadily upwards. They are a fine,
sturdy race, responding readily to
the advances of the missionaries.
To this work and the splendid co-
operation of the Alaskan Bureau
of Bducation he attributes their
amazing improvement. Almost
without exception they are intelli-
gent, alert and eager to learn.
The ‘Chukchee have everything
in their favor. Their natural re-
sources far excel those of their|
western neighbors and they should,
hy natural law, be a superior race.
3ut they are immeasurably inferi-
)r, due, Captain Bernard insists,
to their lack of protection and edu-
cation.

. “po show how anxious our Eski-
mos are to learn,” he said, “the na-
tives in the vicinity of the Macken-
sie Delta—excellent trappers they
wre, and thrifty—can for the most
part read and write, although they
have no schools. They have learned
from one . another Dby word of
mouth, and will do anything or
yay anything to induce the occa -
\onal white man who visits the
listrict to teach them the rudi-
ments of education. There was a
+hap who felt so interested in his
native servant that he devoted an
wour each day to teaching him to
vead, using as a text book ‘Alice in
Wonderland’!"”

These Mackenzie Delta Eskimos,:
by the way, are prosperous, and an,
mnual income of $7,000 is by no!
means extraordinary. Many of

are @ decided vogue, whether theyl
are operated or not!

“pThe government should help
them,” said Captain Joe, earnestly.
“No'one needs education more. They
missions have done something, iti
is ‘true, but work of this sort
should not be haphazard and left;
to anyone who can, or will under-
ake it. Ut should be the duty of
the 'Canadian Government to look
after these neglected people.”
With the modesty that is so typi-
cal of the man, he deprecates his
own achievements because he
laoks “education,” as he translates
the term.  As nearly as 1 cou
judge, he means a fluency and cor-
~ectness of speech. ‘““I have three
anguages,” he told me, “French,
finglish and Eskimo, and can speak
none of them well!”

He shook his head, unconvinced,
when I remarked that knowledge
{s better than education, and that
he knew more than many a super
{or university don, with a tail of

~he men stood so badly in need, but
1 few deerskins and a small coal
>il stove that proved to be useful
for drying their mittens.

ous?” I asked stupidly. "
A French shoulder answered me.
“We weren't provisioned for a

!a system of running water in both
! the house and barn was a leader
and in most cases he was a success.
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lengthy stay and there was little
or nothing to be found in the coun-
try. dven the caribou and seal
left the district.

To relieve the tedium of the
long days, the crew found pumping
the ship chief form of recreation
Three or four hours of this exer
cise was necessary each day to
keep the vessel afloat.. Then, of
course, there was the mendingof

“Of course, we expected to get
out: the following summer, but the
ice held fast and it was scant sat
isfaction to realize at that time
that we were touching a point fur
ther eastward than had been pre

party going in by a westerly route.”
.Snow Every Week of the Year.

Snow fell every week of the
year 1918. The summer of 1919
was a little milder there were
patches of ‘inland lakes shimmer
ing hetween the stark rock ridges,
and the face of the tundra took on
a gray-green hue. But still theice
gripped the poor little Teddy Bear
in its relentless clasp, while the
provisions disappeared with alarm-
ing rapidity. There was not even
any oil for fuel, and almost none
for light. The party built igloos
on the shore, finding a snow house
warmer and less damp than the
ship’s cabin!

“What did they do—those poor
men, during the eternal night of
that second winter?"

“Oh, we mended our clothes, and
usually managed to get out three
or four times each week,” said the
ICaptain. “Then we looked at. our
traps, set within a radius of six
miles or so. It wasn't often that
we found anything, but we looked.”
“What did you expect to find?”

“Foxes—Arctic foxes. They llve
on mice or gophers that exist some-
how, under the snow!"”

‘The privations of that winter
can better be imagined than des-
cribed.  [Fortunately, there was

their clothes!

All Hands Safe.

On July fourth of the following
spring, 1922—it is interesting tc
hear ‘Captain Joe refer to what we
term summer, as ‘“spring” — the
Teddy ‘Bear limped back to Nome
under her own sail. Her engine
was disabled and she bore many
another scar to tell the story of
her battle with the ice. But she
made port with all hands safe on
board, and. Captain Bernard was
not a little surprised to find that
obituaries, in which he and the
ship shared the honors of the title
role, ad been extensively circulat-
ed in the United \States and Can
ada. For many weeks he was re-
ferred to as the “lost captain of
the lost Teddy (Bear!"”

What is he like—this remarkable
man from Tignish, who has made
such inecalculable contributions to
science?  He is, at first glance,
anything but striking. A small man,
¢lean - shaven, quietly dressed,
whose avocat.on might be anything

alphabetical humbuggery hanging
on his name.

Just here. it may be pointed out
that the scientific mind is not the
most fertile field for the average
interviewer. Far from luxuriant is
that of the promoter, or the in-

| solid ice.

the natives own typewriters which|
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in, we were simply lifted out of

the water, shoved over to star-
board and deposited on a field of
There we had to stay
till the weather broke, and then
with jacks and cable we dragged
the ship into the sea again, and
got to the Bay all right. This
was the first time I ever had to
cut down the wall of an ice lead,
but I have had to do it' several
times since.”

The captain pointed out the
many advantages of using a small
ship on Arctic travel; somewhat on
the same principle—Heaven for -
give me!—as a Ford ig fitted for
nosing its way where a larger car
can never go. Times without num-
ber the diminutive size of the Ted-
dy Bear explains her triumph over
destruction.

Capatin 'Bernard holds many in-
teresting ‘theories regarding the
Eskimo and the Indian, but he is
slow to put them into words. The
Eskimos are very like the Japan-
ese, he says, and the Chukchees,
iiving side by side, almost, are an
entirely different race, like the
Northern Chinese Mongols. From
Alaska to Greenland one can make

1d|himself understood by any Hski-

mo in the country. They may speak
a different dialect, but the root

|
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The Eskimos in past centuries
buried their dead, with suitable
paraphernalia, domestic and mili-
tary, to carry on a successfal. ex-
istence in another worlc. The
Chukchees, on the other hand,
wrapped their dead in furs and
gkins and laid them on the sur
face of the ground. Capt. Bernard
found many interesting -relics of

antique usage, slate knives, stone
implements, carved bone and the
like,

Thropghout the twenty-odd years
of his trading, exploring and col-
lecting—and it should be remem-
hered that Joe Bernard has been
independent all this while, work -
ing his own way and relying on
the backing of no organizations to
see him through his difficulties—
he has kept a log and made ex-
haustive notes. These cannot fail
to prove a Mother Lode to scient-
ists and historians when they are
available.

Captain Bernard has hazarded
much for small personal reward.

All Favorites
Were Defeated

LONDON, April 26 —Favorites
tared badly today in the Cfty and
‘Suburban . handicap, one of the
principal spring handicaps and the
feature of the closing day of the
epring meet at Epson., when R.B.

«Davidson's four year old chestnut '

colt, Dry Toast, by Cicero out of
Dinner, vuoted at 20 to 1 against,
won from a field of thirteem. An.
thony de Rotschild’s five year old
colt Roman Fiddle, quoted at ten
to one against, finished second
heaten by a neck, with Mrs. Ben
dir’'s four year old colt Condover
who started second favorite, at 100
to 14 against, in third place, heat-
en by a length. J. P. Horung's
Copvright, the favorite, at 7 to 2
against, finished fourth.

o

HALIFAX GIRL IN

He has worked without the blare!
of press agents and the fanfare of
public appreciation to spur him on.
He has protected innocence and'
honored virtue, and his record is!
one, of integrity, daring and fine
courage. He has carried the

language is the same, In Siberia,
the Chukchees not only speak a
widely divergent tongue, but are
governed by totally different cus-
toms, - 4

Shipwreck and  wreck directed
Captain Bernard to a most illumin-
ating discovery at Putin Bay. With-
in a narrow radius he found two
cemeteries, one of Eskimo making
and the other, Chukchee. The for-
mer contained about a thousand
graves, the most recent of which
was not less than five hundred
vears old. The latter was only
half so large.

ventor, or the movie star, for these
subjects are mnot restrained by a
slavish subservience to the truth.
| asked (Captain Joe for the name
of the Hskimo Madonna whose
phutogrupli he showed me. He
didn’t know it.

“Make one up,” T urged, with' a
view to illustrating the typical no
menclature rather than actually
identifying the subject of the pic

ure.

The Captain was courteously re-
proachful.

“[ don't see any more reason to
fake a woman’s name,” he object:
ed, “than to fake the name of u
bird or flower. iAll that I can say
is that she is a Nome Eskimo wo:
man,” he said. “That's true.”

A Trying Experience.

Of his adventures, his battles
with ‘storm, ice, privation—Death
in many a disguise, no fake could
equal the genuine. There was an
interesting example of his quick-
wittedness and ingenuity connect
ed with a trading trip to Siberia
several years ago. He was bound
for Kaluitschen Bay and trying to
reach the spot in advance of pos
sible competitors, “for,” he said.
naively, “the first fellow on the
spot. gets the trade.” Although the
ice was ‘V-ing’ all round him, he
always managed to push the obedi-
ent little Teddy Bear through some
sort of a channel.

“It was like going through a
canal,” he said, “whose walls were
anywhere from six to ten feet
high. Tough sea ice, you' under -
stand. Suddenly 1 saw the lead
closing, and I knew that if the
walls ever came together, there
wouldn’t be much'left of the ship.
We drew her alongside of the star
board ice and wonked like demons

i

't

ideals of true Canadianism to the
remotest outposts of his country.
i do not. think it is an anti-climax
to touch upon this shy little man’s
universal popularity, or to mention
the high.esteem in which he is
held everywhere that he is known.
Tor years there has existed an al-
most traditional animosity between
he traders and the missionaries,
but Captain Joe Bernard is a con-
gpicuous exception to this rule,
and in establishing a better rela
tionship as an individual he is es
ablishing a closer friendship be-
:ween the two as a g, and,

BIGAMY CASE

MOMTREAL, April 26 —Judges
Emright Yoday committed Thom-
as Rodrey to appear on May 7 for

:voluntary statement om a charge

of bigamy. Mabel Wilkey, of La
Praicie, Que., charged Rodney with
having married her, while he wus
¢till married to Blanche Brownell
of Halifax, N. S. The woman who
claim: to be Rodney's first wife
appeared agaiust him today, biing-
ing t¢ court her four year old
ohild, whom she declared to huve
been born of the marriage. She
said that she had married Rodney
when only fourteen years of age.
She is now twenty years of age.

satently, the Eskimos must bene-
it by this condition where previ-
yusly they suffered.

Every day of your life
you can have a good

loaf of

Bread if you

bake with

ngs. purge and weaken enough flour and bannook formed

the chief article of diet for the
party, relieved occasionally by, an
owl, a ptarmlga'n, or even more
rarely a seal,

iin April, 1919, he managed to
cross Victoria Strait, to King Wil-
liam Tand and Aediaide Pensinsula.

for perhaps half an hour, chip:
ping the top of the wall, so that
for the length of the Teddy Bear
we ad a bevelled edge, one that
slanted away from us. Understand?
Not a second too soon did we fin:
ish our job, for the lead closed,
and when the port wall equeezed
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