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Pigeonholed Indefinitely

Reference has been made in these columns to
the report of the special committee on recon-
struction and re-establishment of the House
of Commons, which contains strong reconi-
mendations for the improvement of conditions
in the Maritime Provinces. The committee
urged the Government to give “serious consid-
eration to certain proposed improvements in
transportation facilities,” first on the list be-
ing “improvements designed to make com-
munications between Prince Edward Island and
the mainland constant, reliable and adequate.”

Unfortunately for these excellent recom-
mendations, it is doubtful ii they will ever
have a chance of being discussed on the l'lqor
of the House. They were tabled, along with
other important reports, on Jan. 26—the last
day of the old parliamentary session, Parlia-
ment then prorogued and met the next day in
a new session. ‘The result is that our trans-
portation recommen dationg have been
pigeonholed indefinitely.  That is practically
what it amounts to, as Mr. M, J. (old\\'cl], ‘lhe
C.C.F, lcader, discovered when he ask(:d 4l‘|'|me
Minister King, on FKeb. 2, “whether it is the
intention to move the various committee re-
ports that were tabled on the last day of the
last scssion.”  Here 1s Mr. King's reply, as re-
ported in Hansard:

"My impression is that reports made a; any
session must be dealt with at that particular
session. It would require the unanimous con-
sent of the House or the adoption of a special
resolution to permit of discussion at this time
of reports made at a previous session. I am
not therefore in a pusition to give my hon
friend an assurance.”

None of our Island stalwarts had any com-
wient to make on this unfortunate situation,

They missed another opportunity two days
later, when Prime Minister King ‘movcdlthal i
reconstruction committce be appointed for the
present session. Mr, Gordon Graydon, leader
of the Opposition, expressed regret that the
Prime Minister took the attitude that reports
brought down en the last day of_ the last session
could not be revived for discussion. He thought
it was quite within the power of the Govern-
ment and the IHouse, to provide an opportunity
of debating them. I point that out to the Prime
Minister now,” said Mr. Graydon, “so that when
commitiees are being formed he must not ex-
pect debate to be avoided when we have not had
an opportunity of cmlsldenng_'un(l discussing the
previous committees’ reports. )

Here, surely, was something to 'whxch our
Island members could give unqualified suppo‘r{.
But, as usual, thev ctmlemcrlpthemselvcs with
saying nothing. Nor (Ild Mr. ]:\mg‘add an:\'lhmg
to what he had previousiy said. The motion ta
reappoint the committee was agreed to wltho.uE
any committment on the Government’s part;
the House went on to discuss other matters—
and another excellent chance of getting our
transportation problems aired before Parlia-
ment and the country went by the board.

The McNaughton Mystery

General McNaughton, retired commander of
the Canadian Army overscas, has returned
home, and with his arrival there has issued rc-
newed reason for clarification of the mystery
attending relinquishment of his command. An
exchange recalls the following statements on
which the Canadian people were asked to rely
for information,

On Jan, 26 Minister of National Defense
Ralston, who had returned thre: days previnusly
from Great Britain and Italy, attributed the
commanding officer’s resignation to ill health
in an aunouncement reading as follows:

The Minister of Nalional Defense announced
today that, tfollowing the recent illness of Lt.-
Cen. ‘A. G. L. McNaughton, medical authorities
have advised that he has developed a physical
condition which will necessitate freedom from
all military responsibility for an extended period.

Gen., McNaughton has advised the Government
of his inability physically to carry on, and has
asked to be relieved as soon as possible.

On the same date the text of a message from
Prime Minister King to the general, expressing
regret that he had to relinquish his post, was
released at Ottawa. It contained this para-
graph:

T sincerely trust thal, freed from the
heavy responsibilities which have been
over the past four years, your health
strength may speedily be restored,

very
yours
and

at g o'clock in the morning an of-

On Feb, 3 o
was

ficial statement was issued at Ottawa,
as follows:

Lt-Gen. A, G. L. McNaughton and Mrs. Mc-
Naughton are now in Canada, having returned
from England, where Gen. McNaughton was
commander of the 1st Canadian Army. He was
granted leave of absence late in December ow-
ing to ill health,

Later in the day, a the Seigniory Club, the
General was asked by press representatives
about his health. He said in his reply:

There is nothing wrong with me. I have no
idea what reasons for my resignation were given
here, It is up to those who made the state-
ments regarding my health to explain them,
This is the record.

Gen. MceNaughton has called for an explana-
tion. The public will agree with him. The ex-
planation should be forthcoming promptly, and
it should be given openly and frankly in Parlia-
ment.  Falling back on the lame excuse that
would give comfort to the cnemy will not be
accepted.  Those who made the statements to
the public are before the bar of public opinion,
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Civic election toddy. Contests in Wards 1
and 4 for City Councillors, and in every Ward
for Water Commissioners,

- & =

The Salvage Brigade are once more in ac-
tion, and will prove a timely aid to Spring
cleaning,
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Australia has one in eight of her population
in the fighting services, compared with one in
20 in Canada (to the end of 1942), one in
nine in Britain, one in 11 in Germany, one in
13 in the United S‘:a'tis a:d pone in 2§ in Japan,

Disastrous fire seriously damaged the former
French liner Normandi¢ in New York Harbour
this date, 1942; subsequently it was claimed to
have been the work of saboteurs; the fire was
got under control in four hours, but it took
nearly two.years to effect the necessary re-

pairs,
* ® *x @

It is interesting to note that the war is no res-
pecter of persons. Blondes now are being ra-
tioned in Britain. A London correspondent
writes: “They are getting scarcer because of
the lack of dyes and bleaches,” and adds: “Beay-
ty parlours will not rake any new blondes,
saying they prefer to keep their stock of hair
dye and bleaches for their old customers.”

LI * »*

Abandonment of Daylight Saving Time next
October for the winter months will be urged
on the Dominion government by organized
municipal leaders, Mayor ]. W. Cornett, Van-
couver states. He said the proposal will have a
place on the agenda of the Canadian Federation
of Mayors and Municipalities’ convention in

Montreal June 12.
¢ ®
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A government plan to limit tax allowances to
business firms on contributions to charitable
institutions was criticized in the Senate by Seu-
ator William Duff (L., Nova Scotia).” He,
quoted an announcement by Finance Minister
lisley of the government's intention to amen:
the Excess Profits Tax in the next budget,
thus Ilimiting company donations. “Many im-
portant charitable and educational institutions
had for years been largely dependent on such
assistance and persons who had supported such
causés for a period of years now would find
themselves unable to continue,

- - L -

Producers of wool must protect their mar-
kets by a comprehensive and intelligent pro-
gramme of experimentation, education and pro-
motion without delay if these textiles are not
to become blending fibres of secondary import-
ance, subject to the dominance of ~synthetic
fibres in price, style and usage values, accord-
ing to F. Fugene Ackerman, executive dircctor
of the American Wool Council. Mr. Acker-
man warns that the competition is skilled in the
mechanics of modern merchandising and amply
cquipped with funds to implement their plans,

* * L )

Sir Henry Evelyn Wood, V.C., British Field-
Marshal, born this date . 1838; had a distin-
guished career both in . the Navy and Army;
served with the Naval Brigade in the Crimean
War and was severely wounded at Sevastopo! ;
cxchanging for the Army, he was awarded the
V.C. for gallant corduct in the Indian Mutiny ;
he later served in the Ashanti, Kaffir, Zulu and
Transvaal wars, being promoted field-marshal
in 1903; his published works include: “From
Midshipman to Field-Marshal”, and “Winnow-
ed Memories”: “The end not infrequently di-
rects and sanctifies the means.”
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“The morale of the men of Canada’s navy
was never at a higher peak than it is now,” s
stated by Rev. B, C. Martin, assistant principai
Catholic  chaplain of Canada’s armed forces,
in charge of all Catholic chaplains in the naval
service, who has just returned from a tour of
Canadian naval establishments in Britain. The
fact that they were so well trained and had al-
ready beaten the U-boat menace contributed
to this high state of motale, he said. From both
disciplinary and ' efficiency s b:ndpoints, Can-
ada’s naval men, many of whom came from in-
land provinces and never sailed before the war,
were “second to nome,” Father Martin said. He
added that everywhere he went he found these
men most anxious to take part in the coming
invasion of Weste:n Europe.
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Says Mr. Churchill: “An altogether unwar-
ranted optimism has taken possession of large
numbers of peoplé. There is a vain and fool-
ish belief that the war will soon be over, that
it is now as good as won, and that anyone is
free to push personal_or party ends without re-
gard to the common interest.” This, if it be true
of Britain, is doubly true of Canada. And it
applies not merely (o the people who, without
knowledge of the tremendous tasks ahead, talk
foolishly 'of the war being “over by the Spring”;
it applies with even greater force to those who,
in a position to kriow better, have begun to act
in their old peace ways, says the Ottawa Journal,
The Speech from the Thtone, laden with things
that should have no part in the war, is evid-
ence of that. Yet Mr, Mackenzie King said in
the House: “Does anyone realize how diffi-
cult the invasion is goihig to be? I'm far from
believing there's going to be an early conclusion
to this war. The fighting is still ‘all on con-
quered territory,”

LN B

Mr. Hanson is not very sure if he can trust
Mr. King. He said in the House the Prime
Minister had said he wanted no election before
the end of the statutory life of Parliament in
June, 1945; but-he had hedged his position with
qualifications. | An eleétion at present or in the
immediate future' would be. a distinct detri-
ment to successful cohduct of the war. Mr.
King interjected that e had said he wistied no
clection in wartinte and Parliament had until
June, 1945, to rif. He had said He did not
wish to continue beyond ¢hat time. “T do not
want the impression to go abroad I had given
an_undertaking ' that there will be no election
before June, 1945,” the Prithe Minister said.
Mr. Hanson replied: “The Prime Minister left
the door wide open, atd 1 suggest to him that
he could always find an excuse. Therefore, do

not take this promise of no election this year
too seriously,” - - !
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Mr. McGeer’s
Retirement

(Ottawa Jourral)

The once renowned G. (Gerry)
through with Parliament.
The member for Vancouver Burrard
will not sek re-election, having
something to do “besides  waste
time hanging around  Ottawa.”
‘There was a little of the old Mc-
Geer fire, i§ nothing of the oratori-
cal splendor, about the explanate
lon: “Western members don't ap-
pear in the picture at all, They are
merely tolerated in a poor sort of
way, that's as far as it goes.”

To his friends there may
amusement in Member McGeer's

. Parliamentary ‘life has not
been at all what Gerry
intended it to be. The
Quixote of monetary reforr:, he
had & place in Parliament = once
upon a time, and filled it. He coutd
on occasion j th and
speak his mind, D
of an honest wrath fall' where they
would, usually on the heads of his
“peers” on she Cabinet benches.
But as the sessions r&tdsud‘ and
party discipline asse: itself, in-
dependence faded.

That is where the tragedy comes
in, Gerry McGeer is to be pitied. But
the greater pity is thai aeis Symp-
tomatic of a general condition.
Cowed and depressed, he is but vne
of the host of victims of the tyr-
ranny of party discipline, His
gloon: and discouragement  are
shared widely by the private mem-
bers. Mr. McGeer has said “why”
for them all. The time they spend
in Ottawa is “wasted time.”

Scorned by the Ministers, neg-
lected throughout the session, rar-
€ly consulted on policy, they are
there on sufferance, and, as in an
amimal act, perform as told, The
whip cracks and they rise to vote
confidence in the Ministry. It cracks
again and they subside into silence,
and keep silent until another vote
is called. Once during the session
maybe a fraction of them n.anages
to squeeze into debate and recite a
plece for the record, something to
send the constituents in hope of
being remembered kindly.

This is the other condition of
which the McGeer gloom is sym-
ptomatic. Having surrendered their
voice in Parliament, the private
n.emberg are no longer of any use to
their constituents. Having surren-
dered authority, they have iost
touch with the Ministers who hold
it.The constituents could get an
audience with the rulers as casily
as themselves. Much of the disill-
usionment they feel s in reality a
reflection of the greater disillus-
fonment old suppcrters feel even
more keenly. It is not surprising
then that the cynics should find in
1e McGeer announcement evide
ence that the Vancouver member
has seen the writing on tho wall:
that it is not a matter of O'tawa
failing to recognize the West, but
of the West refusing again to rec-
ognize “Otiawa”. That may not be
wholly wrong. On the reccrd of the
Vancouver - Burrard meomber. as
with most private members, there
s «o little 1o show, for the time
sbent in Parlisment. and so much
of that cannot be exnlained. And the
first lovalty of the membher is nat to
party hut to the neople. It is to
them that the fina] acceunting
must be made.

Forces Of Destruction

Zealous

(Hamilton Spectalor)

Instruments of destruction are
reathing such 'lerrifying perfection
in this conflict that sober thinkacs
are uneasy. They warn that if the
process continues the world's
statesmen had better make certain
tha! no further wars follo® this
one or civilization would be wiped
out in such fashion that it could
not be restcred in several generat-
ions

Some militarists agree with them.
but they hold to thé conviction that
the very deadliness of weapons will
be an ‘ever precent brake on agge
ression and have the effect cf en-
forcing a permanent peace by mute
ual dread. Every lover of freedom:
desires tg see the Oppressors, en-
slavers and atrocious mass mur-
ders utterly crushed in this strug-
gle, for there would be nothing clse
for humanity but a revival of the
Dark Ages were Germany and Jap-
an to win. But the power of war's
enginery in this day, and i¢s rapid
evolution under the stimulus of
this conflict, are something to make
thoughtful persons dwell earnestly
on future trends.

New types of super bombing
planes have been created which
give more than a hint of the shape
of things to con.e. Eventually they
may usher in a warless era when
the peace has been won; for the
present they are to ke employed to
smash Axis resistance and im|
that “unconditional surrender” for
which the Allies fight, These plan-
es may be seen in action soon, The
enemy must know of them, for in
the United States no effort has been
made _to _conceal the preliminary
trials of B-29, a araft which is sald
to be capable of carrying half a

carload of bombs across the Atlan-|.

Uc and return without stopping.
From bases on this side i could
reach Berlin within a matter of
hours, or from points in Alaska
or Hawali it could fly

Tokyo and back,

8o much for the super bomber
and the jet propulsicn planes, now
a reality, But what, ask the sclen-
tists of the progress being made
with_the development of nuclear
S ooy hd, e,

al capacity of cyclotrons an
betatrons with their 100 million
volts? Laymen know little of such
strange terms, but laymen should
be concerned " just the same, for
these mysteyious forces are not just
laboratory dreams,

Allied aircraft are credited with
having dropped at least 200,000 tons
of TNT bombs on Germany in this
war. But only five pounds
fum: 285, i by slo
would probably cause more destruc-
tion, it is contended. . A medium
sized atomic bomb would be. cap-
able of wiping out New York or
London Irving uir, No-
bel proze winner in physics, is re-
ported to have sald that a quart of
electrons,separated from assoclat-
ed prgumghand neutrons, i 'zo(u}l‘d
expan: an energy equal 0
explosion of a cube of TNT 300
miles on a side and reaching from

don Berlin. Sclentists sol-
eftnly declare that these forces of
havoc are not the weird fictions of
8 warped mind, but appalling poss-
ibilities, ‘

This had better be the last war.

RECORD PRODUCTION

of urane

The 1043 broad grain production
of the British MMapire wos the highe
est of the war years,

be | the rest will follow suit on the prin-
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Ceveys Of Diplomats
g OSSN a0

cons.ant dis:
out the problem of (ull
ment in the pus'war era, but at
least one hopetul contxibution . to
its solution can be s“?' The en=
terprising s en &
have announced that tiey expect
each of the 16 constituen: republics
of the Soviet system tw
direct lomatic relations  with
foreign countries, It Is un|
that countries Lke Latvia and Lith-
uania, h have had tneir
diplomatic service, will not
themselves of this pnvilege, .an
ciple of keeping up with the Jon-
8es. So we can uallzs o large
covey of -Soviet Ministers scatier-
ing all over the world as soon.as
the war ends, und Ottawa will
certainly have % weicome omne
b‘ﬂft‘. “m‘é?%‘é‘m ) tation

¢ ropresen

not mean just one Ambassa-
dor or one Miaister, Tiiese august
personages must have staffs So in
each Sovi g: {egation there r"mm

ly a " &
and second secretary, if mot more;
a trade commissioner, a m
attache, a financial controller, and
a press relations officer Allow, say,
seven members for the tiale per-
sonnel of each of the 16 Soviet le-
gations established in Oitawa, and
the total will bs 112, Add stenogra-
phers, messengers, chauffeurs, u}d
the roster of :heir wocking staffs
will exceed 160. Scme of thelr
members may be unmarrieq, - but
the majority will be in a state of
conjugal bliss, Now Russian famnil-
ies run large, four or five children
per household. So then, :f only half
of the Soviet staffs are married, at
no distant da'e we may have a
Russian colony tetween 400 and
500 strong established at Ottawa.
It is a gcod thing that it will not
have votes, or we would bave pol-
itical candidairs in Jviawa make
ing special appeals to the Russian
vote. But, it should be as inieresting
and enlivening social ieaven in (he
none to bright life of our capital.
Consider also the raverse side of
the picture, It is now an establish-
ed rule of our (Government that
when a foreign country accredits
a diplomat to Ollawa we a.ust re-
ciprocale withh one of cqual status,
our Depar.ment of  External
Affairs might as well start now re-
cruiting at least '00 young men for
diplomatic jobs eust of tie Vistula,
President Cody aid not begin &
moment {oo socn to lay pians for
better facilities for ‘1o study of
the Russian ao+ olher Slavie lan-
guages in the Univesity of ‘T'or
onto, There atly na; been a
swift expansion of our diplomatic
service, but it i« nothiag to what
lies ahead. If wa establish  relate
lons in each of the 16 Sovict repub-
lics, we cannot o less fur counte
ries like Dermark, Egy.t{ and Irak.
So we can fecrsee at loast 50 Ame
bassaders and Mianisters cn  our
national payrall in the nea: future,
And, if we give «ach of them a staff
of only five sutordinates, a very
modest allcivance, there wiil be ave
ailable about 300 very white coll
ared jobs with gocd, stable sale
aries and comivitable pensions ate
tached. This will sureiy take up
scme of {he slack of unemployment
for university graduates. t
Other consequences wil;  follow.
Traditicnally e dipiomautic sere
vice always has eujoy.d great so-
clal prestige, 1t nfay nct count for
much in Ottawa, which is surfeited
with diplomats. ‘or in gresl. jaded
citiés like Toronto aad Montceal,
But it will be a great feattier in
the cap of, say, T 5
or Skiddunkville, Sa
boasi that cne of its
native sons is (anadi
to the Repuodliz of Ta kistan, or
that one of its oveliest daughters
is the chatelaine cf the Canadian
Legation in Byelo - Russia, An
item that Mrs. Bunderby Jenkins
is giving a tea for the wife of the
Canadian Minister to Transjoni-
anfa will also 2d1 spice to the soce
ial columns of ‘he local press. and
make all her wcul relatives swell
with pride, 0
Again, it is seotiled policy not to
lcave diplomats *qo longz in one post,
and, as every country wil' be mov-
ing its fleék around aud they ale
ways get prioclly on nlanes, there
will be little rooin for anybody else
on international airways. Then a
big dent is 20118 to be tnade in
parochialism,” Onr dl})lcmat.s, when
they come' home on leavc, are cer=
tain to be inviteg to adaress every
Canadian, Rotary aad Kiwanis
Club within a .aiius of 500 miles
of thelr birthpiace. Of course they
will all talk about the country in
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devastating enciny — infiation. Thus

men and womien, advised by a thy. o

trained group of their  fellowssmtrymata : hie
protection and well-being for themaselves stid their,

holders of the Sun Life 'éf Canads have set aside
$112 millions of their savings in the form of Life
Durlngd‘u'wnyomﬁmh_nk-’_n“d
Imerease in the basic service rendered by Lifé Assur-
ance—personal and family protection hmn time
of greatest need. The Sun'Life of Cansds; since
September 1939, has paid out 365 milliod dollare
to policyholders * 5
and beneficiaries,
a really signifi.
cant contribution
to the stability of
national - family
life fn time of
emergency.

FROM THE 1943
ANNUAL REPORT
New Assurances ...’ § ’;:m
Astutas 8,178,417,467
n..'.@?.n‘fl '1.;;3 . ';14,'337:2;5
B?)'::;:imd Shts 1.«0.“;.44" 41

Copy of the Annual Report for 1943 will be sens .
t0 all policyholders, of may be obiained from:

H. C. BOHAKER, Local Managr,
Charlottetown, P.E.I

SUN LIFE of CANADA
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To the Electors of Ward 1

1 have again nominated as a candidate for ¢lection
to the City Council as one of your representatives.

I have served on the Council for th‘di past four
years, and if you believe‘ I'can be of_al_ly'f!u"tlger ser-
vice, I 'will appreciate your support.

T. A. BUTLER.

Money to Coll
BARRISTER. SOLiCITOR o™
Office:. 90 Great Gwr“lts‘m

Morrgll and Compap
n.ﬁ»r.‘ ARCHIBALD

Cbartered Accountants
Eastern Trust Building
Charlottetown

k. J. MABON

OPTOMETRIST
Miiting end s;&'.mh' Glases

p—

which they have been living, its

To The Electors Of Ward: 4" "

Having nominated for Councillor for your
ward in the forthcoming :Civic - Election 1 sin-
cerely solicit your support.

Anything for the benefit of the City in gen-
eral and Ward Four in particular will' receiv

my complete attention. S ¢
T. B. ROGERS.

conditions, and .l problems A vast,
process of political education for
the Canadian puolic wili ke set on
foot. Thanks ty if, we may all be
driernationally " minded 10 Jizans
ence, and isolaiionism may be a
forgotten creed, Such g change may
fit us better to help in building &

ve new world, but it is goingto
cest a devil of g lot of ncney,

the conquered countries

swallow, fading
Above the Channel foam,

Eager with April f

From valleys veiled with vine,
They saw in_English orchards
| The apple blossom shine.

Where by Sicilian temples
‘The lemon rndens glow,
Heedless of human he:
The happy wanderers go,

Heedless of Greek and Roman
Who built those walls and died,
Their golden brief horizons

Are dawn and eventide,

Down to the con?uered countries
Thelr cry comes, faint and far,
y ik nd °m’1?m ta
and moming star,
—Dudley G. Davies.

DODDS
KIDNEY

To the Electors of Ward 4

n .

. Fa | 3 !

X have again nominated as a oandidate fdr election

to the City Council as one qf the g-aproloptpt_i_vyn of
Ward 4. ‘ : i

years, and if you believe I can be of any farther service,
I will appreciate your support. | =~ , = -

" . R.0.CHANDLER.
2-3-Thurs-Fri:Tdes-31.. i ! e et

S L | o ¥ i z e

: o
T have served on’ths: Gounofl’ for the past: eight

Mentague. P. K. L
Office. Hours: lixnu.l.
; Stos P
Helidays eto. by appointment
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g with yean

At your service
ot Gl"ﬂ” ence and » thoroud
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Call in and discuss 100)
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