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THE PROVINGIAL EXH

The twenty-second of September,
1914, will long be remembered in
Prince Edward Island as one of the
most interesting and eventful days in
the history of the province. The Ex-
hibition, which was opened by His
Honour Lieutenant-Governor Rogers,
at noon, and which will be continued
during the next couple of days, was a
magnificent success and reflected the
greatest credit on all concerned 'in its
management. The exhibits were con-

from the .public schools in Charlotte-
town met at the corner of Fitzroy and
Prince streets and, headed by the
band, marched to the Exhibition
ground where they took their places
in the gallery which had been erected
for them in conection with the Con-
federation Celebration. At noon the
children sang “Oh Canada,” after
which the President of the Associa-
tion, Mr. F. R. Heartz, addressed the
assembly before calling on the Lieu-
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siderably more than those of the previ-
ous years and thereis not the slight-
est question as to the superiority of
their quality over that of former exhi-
bits. The showing of cattle was the
acme of perfection, and the animals
all gave strong evidence of infinite
care and attention having been be-
stowed on them, The horses were all
things of beauty—healthy, robust and
simply bursting with life. The sheep
were excellent; it would be difficult
to find a more adequate descriptive
term to use in connection with them,
The agricultural exhibits were also
samples of the best skill and care of
the farmers of the province, and on
the whole they stood out prominently,
a high testimonial of the Island’s agri-
cultural ability. Every exhibitor de-
gerves unstinted commendation.

In the outfields the attractions were
numerous and diverse, in every tent
gplendid shows being carried on; while
the soft music from the merry-go-
1vuna ient a peculiar enchantment to
the whole, scene.

At 11 o’clock the school children
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i tenant-Governor formally to open the
Ixhibition,

Mr Heartz, President of the Associa-
tion, acting in the capacity of chair-
man, spoke as follows:—

“ Before 1 call upon His Honour the
Lieutenant--Governor to formally open
this Exhibition of 1914, I wish to say
a very few words which will occupy
a small portion of your time.

This is the twenty-second Exhibition
held on those grounds since the As-
sociation was formed twenty-four years
ago. Originally the Ixhibitions were
opened' to Island exhibitors only, this
lasted for eight years, at the expira-
tion of that time it was decided that
henceforth the Exhibitions would be
onened to the Maritime Provinces.
This new state of affairs came into
existence sixteen years ago, and since
then there were two years in which
no Bxhibition was held, thirteen ex-
hibitions have been successfully held,
and we are here to-day to open the
fourteenth Maritime Exhibition, or the
twenty-second Exhibition held on those
grounds since the Association was

formed, and judging from the excess
number of entries in comparison to
other years, particularly in the line
of fruits, horses, cattle, sheep and pigs,
it would look as if this Exhibition
would be the most successful in the
history of the Association.

I wish you to dstinctly understand
that the directors of this Association
do not take to themselves credit for
the apparent success of this year. as
shown by the great number of entries,
but we wish to place credit where
credit is due. If you remember last
year at the opening I forecasted a con-
siderable augmentation to the grant
from the Local Government, and I
have much pleasure in stating that
the Local Government with their usual
desire and inclination to help the agri-
cultural interests in this province
have done as I expected, and have not
only given us a much larger grant, but
have voted a large sum to assist the
other exhibitions which are to be held
in this province, and it is to this gener-
ous action of the Government that the
success of this year is mainly attri-
butable, and it is to the Local Govern-
ment that the thanks of the exhibitors
is due, because, when the matter was
plainly placed before them they came
forward with the additional grant,
which we the directors considered
necessary and essential owing to the
great number of better and superior
classes of stock of one sort and an-
other which are now owned and bred
in this province.

We, the shareholders of this Associa-
tion look upon this Exhibition, particu-
larly the agricultural departments, as
a branch of the public service, and the
action of the Government inclines us
to think that they view it in the same
light, it not only causes us to think
80, bhut it is to. us a source of great
pleasure and extreme gratification to
feel that they do so, and I can safely
say that with the Government’s gener-
ous action henceforth we can expect
what might be termed a Renaissance
in the Exhibition line.

It may never have appealed to you,
but you pay a small tax to the Govern-
ment - on your properties, and the
Government through the medium of
the Exhibitions return it to you in the
shape of prizes. You pay from one
dollar to two dollars in taxes, and any
man with the ambition and desire can
easily get this small amount back by
showing a few roots or fruit or seeds,
and infinitely more by winning even
a third prize in the -cattle, horses,
sheep or other classes. This is cer-
tainly a great country. But if it had
not been for the fox industry and the
advent of the automobiles, and the
taxes derived therefrom, which re-
placed the income originally reckived
from the Land Office, I am afraid that
not even the augmented prize list
would have made much of a showing
against the taxes which would of ne-
cessity have had to have been paid
by the farmers.

We have distributed not only the
additional amount received from the
Government, but a large sum besides
in the prize list to the best of our
ability. But we are always open to
suggestions from agriculturists and
farmers. This year we sent a man out
through this county for the purpose-
of drumming up exhibits, as we felt
that there are a great number of suc-
cessful farmers who have fine exhibits
of one sort or another, but who never
show at our Exhibition. It had been
our original intention to thoroughly
canvass the entire Island, but as,
owing to the war, it at one time
looked as if we would have no Exhibi-
tion this year we were unable to carry
out our original intention. Now, if the
Government had withheld the grant
this year, which would have meant no
BExhibition, I for one would not have
found fault with them, because after
all the money dispersed by the Ex-
hibitions of this province has only a
local significance, and doubtless the
Govérnment thought this money could
be expended to greater advantage for
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the good of the Empire as a whole,
however, it was suggested that a gift
in which the people could participate
individually would appeal to the people
themselves, and the Government de-
cided to do as they originally intended,
and I think they have made no mis-
take, because the people who had no
oats—that is, the people of the cities
and towns—have responded magnifi-
cently, but not a particle more gener-
ously than will the farmers—the back-
bone of this province—when their oat
crop is harvested and ready for mar-
ket. It will be a great and glorious
thing for each and every one of you
to be able to say in after years, “I
gave ten, twenty, thirty or more
bushels of oats to assist the British
Empire in the time of trouble
Patriotism is rampant throughout the
British possessions, but I have no
hesitation in saying that with your
generous assistance the people of
Prince Edward Island will show them-
selves as patriotic as any.
Practically every exhibit in. this
building is of Island growth ox manu-
facture, and it is a statement I am
pleased to make, but we should have
two or three times as many exhibits
and two or three times as many ex-
hibitors. The Government have done
their part, we have endeavoured to do
ours, and it is now up to the farmers
to do their part a little better than
they have been doing in the past. In
order to make this Exhibition the suc-
cess it should be it 1§ absolutely neces-
sary and essential that we should all
work together. Do not be narrow-
minded and wish to be the only ex-
hibitors in your different classes, but
encourage competition and the result
will be beneficial to all concerned.
Last year I intimated that it was
the desire of the directors of this Ex-
hibition to do everything in their
power to forward the interests of the
farming community of this province,
and with this end in view we have
endeavoured this year to try and sur-
pass all our previous efforts in secur-

ing amusements for the young people,

as well as for some of the older ones.
We have made an exceptional effort
to arrange for very superior horse
racing, an aeroplane with sensational
features antl other attractions, We
have made a new departure and estab-
lished a midway, which is.really a sort

and in this connection he said that
the most inspiring sight there at that
moment was that of the .children
massed together. They all rejoiced
to hear them' sing, and rejoiced to

think on-th hieh-th

hibits, which he commended highly,

manfully, Other causes call for relief,

this province will give all they can,
for our freedom and all our fortunes
are at stake in this war. The old sum-

of circus. You can assist us very
materially in the agricultural depart-
ments, in fact without you we could
do nothing, but in the amusement and
attraction line we are obliged to de-
pend on our own abilities, and I have
no hesitation in saying that I believe
this year we have the best amusements
that have .ever been shown on these
grounds.

Since we met here last year we have
had the misfortune to lose by death
one of our directors, Mr Robert Long-
worth, who has been associated with
this Exhibition for a great number of
yvears. To us, his death has been a
great loss, not only on account of his
affable and pleasing personality, but
more so on account of the great assist-
ance he has been to the Board by rea-
son of his practical knowledge of farm-
ing. He will be greatly missed not
only at the annual Exhibitions, but at
the deliberations of the directors. We
haye appointed Mr Frank Bell, of West
Royalty, to fill the place originally
held by the late Mr Longworth.

It is customary at the annual open-
ing of this Exhibition to give a com-
parison of the present year with other
vears that have passed, but as last
year was an unprecedented year in
the matter of entries and exhibits sur-
passing all other years up to that time,
I will merely ‘make a comparison
between this year and last year, as
follows:—

1913 1914
Horses 241 215
Cattle 344 390
Sheep : 270 276
Swine 203 190
Poultry 457 498
Grains and Seeds 107 106
Roots and Vegetables 438 420
Fruit 491 492
Plants and Flowers 228 263
Dairy Products 82 47
Fancy Work 21 296
Art Work 123 125
Woollen Goods b2 84
School Work 34 30
Miscellaneous 142 196

3483 3617

I have much pleasure now in caling
upon His Honour the Lieutenant-
Governor to formally open this Ex-
hibition of 1914,

LIEUTENANT-GOVERNOR OPENS
EXHIBITION.

The school children then sagn “Rule
Britannia.” At the conclusion of the
song His Honour Lieutenant-Governor
Rogers was requested to declare the
Exhibition formally open. In doing so
His Honour said that he appeared be-
fore them at the request of the Ex-
hibition Association to declare the Ex-
hibition open, and he supposed that
would be the last opportunity that he
would have of addressing them in that
capacity, He was glad that he had
had the opportunity for several years
to meet with the people of the Island,
and he had been pleased to observe
the great progress that had been in
evidence from year to year in the
quantity and quality of the exhibits
that had been presented there. The
people had all along shown steady im-
provement in the great basic indus-
try of Canada. “The quality of our
oats, wheat, potatoes and other agri-
cultural products, as well as the qua-
lity of our live stock, and the pro-
ducts of our live stock, butter and
cheese, have gradually improved dur-
ing all these years,” continued His
Honour, “and to-day the name of
Prince Edward Island stands high
throughout the countries where we
seek a market for our dairy and other
products. And this is something that
we ought to be proud of. The great
pity of it is that 8o many of our young
people have abandoned this industry
and gone to other places to earn a
living. There is no more honourable
and independent occupation than that
,of the farmer in this country, with all
the advantages at his command, and
I think this year especially we have
great reason to be thankful for the ex-
cellent weather that we have had and
the excellent crops that are now be-
\Ing harvested. On the 12th of next
month we shall be having Thanks-
Lgiving Day by proclamation of His
Royal Highness the Governor-Gener-
al, These days, to a great many peo-
ple, are mere holidays and days of
rest and amusement; but the great
design of the day is to render up
thanks to Almighty God for the bless-
ings that have been bestowed upon us.
And surely this year the hearts of our
people must be filled with gratitude
to' God, not only for the blessing of a
bountiful harvest, but also for the
blessing of peace in our land. Under
the old dispensation the Israclites
were expected to present a thanks
offering; this year everybody here
should present an offering, which I
see is being presented very generous-
ly throughout the country in the shape
of a contribution of grain, to be sent
to feed the animals carrying the sol-
diers in this great unfortunate war;
and I do hope that this spirit of thank-
| fulness will find a place in the heart
of every farmer, so that he will give
some portion of his crops towards the
support of the Army in the field. There
is an appeal from the Red Cross So-
clety for the purpose of sending com-
fort to those wounded who are in the
hospitals and in the fields. Then there
is another appeal, to send something
\to the Belgians, to whom the Allies
owe so much on this occasi We
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nk-on-the-great-promise-which-the
young people brought to them. In the
next decade or two those children
would be prepared to bear the bur-
dens they, the older ones, were then
bearing. He thought that the group
of children before them was the most
beautiful and imposing exhibit in the
hall that day. In conclusion, His Hon-
our congratulated the people from
every point of view and wished them
well this year and in the years to
come. He had much pleasure in for-
mally declaring the Exhibition of 1914
open. (Cheers.)

The children here sang “The Brit-
ish Grenadiers”, and, that concluded,
The Premier, Hon. J. A. Mathieson,
was requested to speak.

The Premier said: “I wished that
1 were able to bring before the chil-
dren here assembled the special im-
portance of their attendance at this
opening of the Exhibition. You are
here to-day because at the time ap-
pointed for the programme which you
are carrying out, a great war broke
out and prevented us from celebrat-
ing the event for which these prepar-
ations were made—that is, the Con-
federation of Canada. It is fifty years
this month since the first meeting was
held for the purpose of gathering to-
gether the scattered provinces of what
now constitutes the Dominion of Can-
ada and welding together a great na-
tion within the British Empire. The
first meeting for the purpose was held
in the Provincial Building in Char-
lottetown, and you will. there find a
tablet which has been erected this
year for the purpose of commemorat-
ing that great event. Always I would
like the children to keep in mind that
although we are the smallest province
in Canada, the greatest event in Can-
ada’s history took place in Charlotte-
town in the Council Chamber. That
great cevent was the assembling to-
gether of all the leading statesmen
of Canada for the purpose of effecting
Confederation. That result was con-
cummated years after, when we join-
For many years we
bore the burdens of confederation
without the benefits. We have lived
long enough to see that all these bur-
dens that we carried have been fully
and amply repaid in the advantages
which we now enjoy as part of the
Confederation, and greater advan-
tages that lie before us in being link-
ed up with the transportation facili-
ties of the Mainland, That was a
great work, but the results are now
placed in peril by the War which is
being waged in Europe. We are here
to-day in security carrying on the or-
dinary business of every-day life as if
no war were being waged and the for-
tunes of the Empire and civilization
were not at stake. Why are we se-
cure? Because of the powerful pro-
tecting arm which Britain throws
around us; because of the mighty
fleet, which protects the sea. That is
what Britain has always done for us,
and now it is up to us, in the midst of
our supposed security, to ask ourselves
what have we done for Britain
and what are we going to do for the
Empire? Peaceful as all around us
may appear, this country is now en-
gaged in war and our lives and free-
dom are at stake. We are sending
forward some of our men and will
send more, because it is the duty of
every man to enlist who is free to do
80. There is no more sacred duty in-
cumbent upon the citizen of any State
than to fight for the liberty and free-
dom of that State. Many men go to
the front, but there are many who
cannot go. KEach has a duty to per-
form, and those who fail to perform it
will for the rest of their days live un-
der a cloud. Those of us who remain
at home and cannot go have a duty
as urgent, and that is the duty of see-
ing that we do our part towards sup-
porting the Army in the field, towards
the Red Cross Society, which cares
for the sick and wounded, and tow-
ards the support of the poor Belgians,
those brave men who stood and fourht
for liberty right in the gap, when the
German Army, in violauon of every
contract, invaded that Kingdom. The
Belgians might have given them pas-
sage into France, but there was some-
thing they valued more than life, and
that was freedom; and they fought
that invading host against over-pow-
ering numbers and exhibited a spirit
of valour which, as lonz as history en-
dures, will redound to the credit of the
Belgian nation.

“The war is a terrible disaster, but
it was inevitable, and better it should
come now, when Britain stands ready
with the ablest generals which she has
had for generations, and with able
statesmen in control of the whole sit-
uation. Britain was never more ready,
and never had a juster cause for en-
tering war. She has taken up arms
to protect the weak against the
strong. We have entered into it and
the issue, we are confident, will be
success for the British arms. We
have no doubt that Justice will pre-
vail in the end. The war may be long
and the road hard, and it is now our
duty to do our part.

“Funds are asked for the ‘support
of various causes. Some time ago I
offered, on behalf of this province, to
the War Office a gift of one hundred
thousand bushels of oats, and the Of-
fice replied that they were glad to re-
ceive the gift as it was most oppor-
tune and fitting. We have appealed
to the people of this province, whom
Pfovldence has blessed with unusual

know that they have stood as a sort
of buffer between us and our enemies,
and if one thing more than another
deserves our whole-hearted sympathy
it is the present condition of the peo-
ple of Belgium, for whom I hope every-
‘thing possible will be done.”

His Honour then referred to the ex-

dance, and we are meeting with
o generous response, It is like a call
for volunteers. We are not imposing
on any man the duty of supplying any
definite amount, but are asking every
man to contribute out of his abun-
dance what he thinks is his just pro-
portion; so that when the war ig over

he will feel that he has borne his part

do his-duty” will not be made in vain
to our people. Sixty years ‘ago, dur-

similar kind was made to the people
of this province to aid the British

serving of the gratitude of the people

and we feel sure that the people of {of this province for the whole-hearted

zeal and special ability he has devot-
ed to this public service. He has
truly said it is a branch of the Gov-

mons “England expects every man to | ernment of this country and on be-

half of the Government I thank him
for the splendid work he has done, He

ing the Crimean War, an appeal of a |has the reputation of knowing rarely
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Arms and they responded loyally. To-) well this highly important public ser-

well how to mind his own business.
He has shown he can manage equally
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day our means are many
measurably greater, and the response,

the generations which follow us proud
of the part whicn we shall perform.
In such a war as this the resources
of all engaged will be taxed to the ut-
most. It is the duty of those who re-
main at home to apply all their ener-
gies towards the protection of the
food supplies, without which no army
can long remain in the field. The
Government hesitated whether it
would not be in the public interest
that the Exhibition should be aban-

doned for this year and the Legisla-
tive grants applied to war purposes; i
but it was’ at length decided that |

ceed to hold the Kxhibition, which
contributes so largely towards
promotion; of agricultural mu;cvss.i
Several conferences were held with
the President of the Association, and
it was finally determined that it was
in the best interest of all that the
[Exhibition should proceed, particular-
ly as special preparations had been
made to make this Exhibition exceed
all others in practical effect.

The President, Mr., fleartz,

is de-

times as  vice. )
great and the issues at stake are im- | every dollar of the public funds placed

we are sure, will be such as to make :(-i(-ntly expended.

We have every confidence that

in hig hands will be honestly and effi-
I'or the first time
in my experience everything shown in
this year's Exhibition is the product
of this province. This is as it should
be. Next year we confidently look for-
ward to a great development along
this line.

“When the Confederation Celebra-
tion, under the able management of
Mr. Justice Haszard, was in progress,
and before the war broke out, it was
intended that a medal should be pre-
sented to cach one of the school chil-
dren; and since that Celebration can-
not take place the intention is that
the presentation be made now; and I

everything which aided our greatest |ask that the teachers, acting as my de-
resource, that is, agriculture, should | puties, give the medals to each one
be carried through, and it was deter- | of the children,
mined that we should therefore pro-|dren that they carefully treasure those

I would ask the chil-

medals ag representing one of the
the | greatest events in Canada’s history
and as representing also a year when
the British FEmpire was having her

strength tested in the greatest war
the world has ever known—an unpre-
cedented history-making epoch,

“Let me conclude by saying that I
have given assurance to the Imperial
authorities that this Island province
has always bhecn loyal to the Empire
(CONTINUED ON PAGE THREE)
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IBITION IS NOW OPEN AND IN FULL SWING
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