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LIFT BAN ON DANCING

e exe

ed: the ban which has been in ef-
— fect since the drive into the
P) —QGer- | Countries and France last
g when | Germans may dance every day be-
n of the | tween Christmas and New
nation’s fullest energles, today lift- | and three times a week otherwise.

in the crew which woerks |
nto the fortress rock, They called the first tunnel “Maple,”

“This is the Job we can do,” says Major Campbell now back in Britain
after getting the work well under way. Men from every province are
ay, seven days a week, horing

Canadians Are At Work

1In Egypt was

Total Blitz

LONDON, Deec. 19.—(CP) — The
Admiralty, in a lengthy ccnmmur;]l;
aue on naval operations in t
Mediterranean, wm{m disclosed in
detall how the fleet. striking with
its air arm and working with the
Royal Alr Force and the land forces,
helped drive the Italians back from
Egypt into Libya In one of the most
co-ordinated offensives in military
history,

(War Becreta. Anthony Eden
described this offensive Thursday,
saying: “There can be few parallels
for such an achievement in the
whole history of the war.")

Observers have already pol

inted
out that this desert ‘‘blitzkrieg” was
closer to “total blitzkrieg” than any-

thing the Nazis had tried, because

of the navy’s important role. No

naval operations were involved in
the Nazi drive into France last
summer,”

It was clear from the communi-

que, observers said, that this was no
spontaneously organized offensive

and that every move had been cal-
culated in advance,

Behind the official phrasing of
the communique was the story of
f'eet bombardment of coastal objec=
tives and bases under attack by land
forces: or sallies by torpedo-carry-
ing planes againsy enemy shipping,
and of methodical harassing of the
enemy's retreat.

At one stage the communique dis-
closed that naval co-operation was
brought to a standstill during the
day, partly because of the “exceed-
ing rapid advance of our troops.”
This, said the communique, “had
led to some degree of uncertainty
as to the military situation.”

After detailing the operations to
date the communique ended with:
“Naval operations in support of the
army are continuing.”

Normal operations on December
8th. During that night the Italian
base camp at Maktila was bombard=-
ed by both heavy and iight unitsof
the Mediterranean Fleet.

Other units, at the same time,
successiuly bombarded Sidi Bar=
rani firscprincipal objective of the
land drive and farthest point of the
Italian advance into Egypt. These
bombardments were carried out by
the fleet with co-operation of the
navy’s “eyes’—alircraft of the fleet
awr arm. These planes reported
that all salvoes fell in the target

areas.

The following night Maktila and
Sidi Barrani were shelled again, By
the following day the great Italian
retreat had begun,

Within range of the navy’s guns,
the retreating Italians were haras-
sed by the f.eet, the enemy’s col=
umns being bombarded throughout
the night of Dec, 10-11, in the vic=
inity of Salmm, the last position
held by the italians in Egypt.

Salum was bombarded by both
heavy and light units during Dec.
11, and the bombardment continued
by light 1orces during the night of
Dec. 11-12,

This bombardment was described
as particularly effective during “the
important period from 1 am. on
Dec. 11, to 1 am. on Dec. 12, During
this period both heavy and light
units were firing practically con-
tinuously and the range was fre-
quently closed so that pompoms
could be used when the enemy per-
sonnel abandoned their armored
vehicles.”

The communique added that shore
batteries fired at all ships, but no
hits were sustained.

Bardia was bombarded successful- |

ly during Dec, 13-14 by a heavy unit
of the Mediterranean fleet. Italian
motor speed boats attempted to at=

tack the unit, but they were driven |

off.

During that action-packed night.
swordfish aircraft, the torpedo-car-
rying planes of the fleet air arm,
carried out a heayy attack on_the
main harbor of Libya, Tripoli. Four
tons of bombs were dropped. Three
direct hits were scored on supply
ships. Damage was done to ware-
houses and supply dumps. Ships ly=-
ing at anchor in the harbor were
bombed. One swordfish was lost,

Blessing River Danube

It has been the custom in Ru-
mania from time immemorial to
bless the Danube on Christmas
day. A procession of priests and
people dressed to represent Bibli-
cal characters moves through the
streets singing chants and so to
the bank of the river, The ice Is
broken and a small wooden ecross
is thrown into the water. Any
one who can recover this cross is
regarded as extremely fortunate
and sure of good luck for the year
to come.

Carols on Fields of Bethlehem

On the hillsides of Bethlehem,
‘where shepherds watched their
flocks by might” on Christmas eve
and Christmas, morning, tourists
from many lands gather annually
to sing carols and remember the
life and words of Jesus of Nazareth.

Keep Minard's in the home.

Recalls Battles
For Dardanelles
First Great War

Twenty-Five Years Ago Allies
Started Successful Evacuation
Of Fighting Forces On Gallipoli

Peninsula.

By H. H. GORDEN
Canadian Press Staff Writer
After a lapse of 26 years world

abtention is again focussed on tl
Middle Bast where German and
I aspirations seek the des-
truction of Britain's interests in
HEgypt and Irak and the closing of
her highway to India through the
Suez Canal

In thiz First Great War the Allies
fought the most disastrous cam-
paign of the four-year conflict in
this ancient theatre of war. Long
and bitter controversy resulted from

° thelr failure to force the Dardan-

elles, gateway to Russia’s ‘Black
Sea Ports and the heart of the
Ottoman Empire,

Twenty-five y:zars ago tomorrow

the main body of Allied troops wb?xs
e

successfully evacuated from

cliff-bordered braches of the Galli- [

poli Peninsula. The operation was
one of the few bnright spots in 10
months of naval and military war-
fare against the Turks- -fighting
that eost th)> Allies 13),000 men,
killed, wounded and missing.

Epic of Dardanelles

Endurance of the Alliad troops
during the land campaign that
followed unsuccessful efforts of &
flret to blast its way m”“ﬁ‘, the
Dardanelles is an eplc in British
history. Casualties in bitterly-fcught
battles w:re augmented by losses
from disase and through it all the
expedition suffered from shortages
of men and supplies.

A total of about 327,000 comba~
tant toops and 140,000 noncombat-
ants were employed from tima to
time in the Allied land operations
The maximum strength at any one
times was about 85000 combatant
and 42000 non-combatant.

ly the campaign echieved
notable results in holding Turkish
armies from other theatres of war,
particularly Palestine, Mesopotamia
and Armj:nia,

But political and strategical ob-
jectives that prcmmpted the expedi-
tion were never achiived. Early in
1916 the armies of the Allies and
Germany were dadlocked on the
Westen Front and it was thought
the expedition, if st ful, would

the campaign was to take the form
of a purely naval expedition or to
be the task of a combined army
and navy force, the entixrprise
was bound to prove most diffioult,
When Russia a ed to -
Allles early in 1915 requesting that
an attempt be made to open the
Dardanelles, no large bodiss of
troops were available, With the ap-
proval of Vice-Admiral Sir Sack-
ville Cardin, commander of the
Meddterranean Fleet, a purely
val under-taking was decidd on.
He proposed a methodical advance
with a fleet attempting to d:stroy
the Ottoman forts in the Btraits
and he clearing of minefields sown
the channel. .

FLEET OPERATION

Fourteen British and four French
warships, many of them semicbso-
lete in view of the dang:r of the
enterprise, steamed into thi» west-
izn en ce to the Strait on Feb.
19 but it was not until a wiek
later that the outer Turkish forts
were silenced.

Largely becausy of the inability
of Allled mincsweepers to make
headway under thiz fire of the
Turk the plan for a methodical ad-
vance collapsed. Vig:-Admira] Car-
den had been replacad by Vice-Ad-
miral Sir John De Robzck and hr
decided on a quick attack on the
Narrows, only a& mil? wide at one
point. The operation on March 18
was unsuccrssful and three battle-
ships were sunk.. De Robeck then
informed the Admiralty that the
campaign could not be continued
as a purvly naval opsrat'on.

From this point the military be-
gan to assume the principal role
in thi Entente's efforts to secure
control of the Dardanelles. After
42 gears' service in every quarter
nf the globe, Sir Tan Hamilton was
gven command of a force of Bri-
tish, Australian, New Zealand and
French troops.

The veteran g neral had little
to work with. He had a manual or
the Turkish army, an out-of-date
admiralty report on Dardanclles de-
finces and an old map.

On April 25, allied trocps made

bring two or three of ths Balkan
nations to the sids of the Allles,
making an attack on Germany’s
southern frontiers. Instead, the
failurk to force a quick victory was
rispensible for Bu'garia joining ths
Central Powers and the embroil-
ment of the Allies in a strength-
sapping campaign in th: Balkans,

Vetelans of th» Gallipoli ¢gedi-
tion recall names like Capa Helles,
Gaba Tvpe (Jater known as Anzac
Cove) and Suvla Bay and the
battles of Krithia, Achi Baba, Sari
Bair and Suvla, i

Memorable Landing

Withering fire from Turkish de-
fenders on the hiights above An-
zac Cove failed to halt Australlian
and New Zealand trcops in their
memorable landing on April 25,
1915. They scald steep cl'fis and
gradually dug themselves in in th?
face of great odds.

The Trojan-Horse story of the
troopship River Ol {s another of
ths unforgettabls Incidents. Jamm.
ed with troops the old vessel was
run ashore and the men disembark.
ed through an imprevis:d gang-
way, X

When Twkey threw in its lot
with the Central Powers in Octo-
ber, 1914, Russia's water communi-
cations with the rest of BEurops
weny virtually cut off. Tha Ger-
man Navy's blockade stopped her
in the Baltic.

With Russia's Black 8:a clogged
with foodstuffs and other products
and the }measing nzed «for imports
of munitions and war equipment,
the plan to break through the
Dardanelles from the Mediterra-
nean was given consideration by
the British and French govam-
ments on Russia's suggestion,

qu:stion of mastering the
all-important waterway had been
studied by British naval and mili-
tary experts many years befors,
Then it was agreed that, whetherd

ul landings at three of
points where debarkation was at-
tempted. But thoy were e!fected at
terrific cost. Australian and Bri-
tish soldiers scrambled through the
water from ligchters in the face of
a mud rous ha‘l of tullets, seek-
ing in every <onc:ivable way to
shelter  themselves on expos:d
beaches.

HAMILTON APPEAL

With thw landing a:complished,
Sir Ian Hamilton appeal:d to Lord
Kitchener for reinforcements: “One
fresh man cn Gallipoli teday is
wo:th 50 loafing around ' London
in the Central Fore:,” h> sald.
“Exactly one-half of my bayonets
spend the n'ghts carrying water,
ammuniticn and supplics betwe:n
ths beach and the firing lines.
The other half ara up the whol>
night, armed mastly with spades,
dizzing desperately into the carth.”

Rlinfcrcements ware sent, but
still there was a _lack of men and
supplies, partioularly high explos-
ives, The Turks reorganized under
the Giiman gencral, Liman wvon
Banders, were adcquately strength-
ened. Soveral Turkish divisions
vé re liberated for scrvics at the
Dardanelles whrn a Russian army
destined for ths Bosporus was tak-
le;} from Odissa for servics in Gal-

a.

Month aft'r month the Allied
forces clung to posit'cns and fought
battles in the pen‘nsula. In the late
fall 8ir. Tan was replaced by Sir
C.C. Monro who, after examining
the situation on tha spot, declared
unhesitatingly for a complet> with-
drawal, Lord Kitchener was sent
to investigate. Ha also reporbsd
that evacuat'on was the only just.
ifiable ccurse,

Under th: noses of the Turkish
defenders the Allies set about the
business of withdrawal from Buvia
Bay and Anzac Ccve, Night after
night masses of war material and
food supplies were remevi:d and

the [ band her air forces for ob

Invasion at
Several points

By DREW MIDDLETON
ssociated Pruz Staff Writer
DON, Dec. 1 .—-(AF) — Amid
sporadio light air raids tonight,
Britain's military chiefs stood ready
to resist a German invasion af«
tempt thev believed may come from

a ha'f-dozen pojnts.

The recent lull in bombing, part-

of military eirel wh

that one night of “Coventry” raids
at a half-dozen small ports like
Brighton and Torquay on the
Channel could so disorganize them
that they could concelvably be-
come openings for attempts to land

DS,
“Suppose” they say. “Coventry
had been a seaport, what would
have happened if Germany had in-
vaded that port the following

dawn?
It is the view of air circles that
Germany’s techplque now

blows against almﬁle object!
Because she still has more

of German plane production is 2.000

ance the disparity in the air forces.
0 those who scoff at statements
that an invasion may be attempted
any time in the next two months, a
responsible source asserted:—

1, Africa is only a sideline to
Germany. Britain is the keystone
of resistance to the Axis.

2, Germany cannot afford to allow
Britain to re-arm at her lelsure
[with United States aid. If the Nazis
invade now and are repulsed, Brit-
ain still might lack resources for a
counter-blow on the continent, but
if Germany walits until May and is
thrown back, Britain could throw
the weight of a greatly increased
air force into an offensive across
the Channel.

Time, this source points out, thus
has returned as an ally of Britain,

animals got away. During the day-
light hours guns boomed, reliefs
took place as usual and pret:nces
were made of disembarking animals
and supplies. The Turks were com-
pltely out-manceuvied and on the
morning of Dee. 19 the skeleton
force withdrew from the trenches
and embarked with only two casu-
alties.

The evacuation of ths forces at
Helles on the extremy u? o the
peninsula was carrled out sucers-
fully three weeks later,

KENSINGTON W, M. S.

Church met in the church hall on
Thursday evening, Dec. 12, with a
good attendance and the president,
Mrs. D, MacKenzie, in the chair,
The usual business period was con-
ducted. Mrs, P, MacNutt, supply
secretary, reported a box of warm
clothing, bedding, etc., valued at $28
shipped to Sydney on November 28,

Treasurer presented a financial
report of the year to date. It was
decided to have a special meeting
for opening of mite boxes and holi-
day bags in the ochurch hall on
Monday, Dec. 30, at 7.30 p.m. Mrs.
Yeo, Literature secretary, asked that
all books belonging to her depart-
ment be returned before the end of

¢ihe year,

Mrs. Cotton gave the repert of
the nominating committee. During
the next four months, the meeting |
will be held on first Wednesday of
each month at 2.30 p.m. Mrs. Ing-
lis and Mrs, Simpson. with Mrs, J. /|
L. Davison substitute, were appoint=
ed de.egates to Presbyterial. Mrs,
Toombs read an interesting letter
{from Miss Elma Inman, of Trinidad.
An interesting Christmas Drosn'am
was presented. Mrs, Sterling, lead=
er, was assisted by Mrs. H. Toombs,
Mrs, R. MacKay, Mrs. Erskine Mac=
Murdo and Mrs, H, MacNeill.
Ohristmas hymns were sung and
Mrs, W. G, Sumpson sang a_solo.
rrayers were ofiered by Mrs, Hume=
phrey, mrs, Cotton, Mrs. Waite,
Mrs, Macleod and Mrs, Yeo. Meet-
ing clesed with Lord's Prayer 1e=
peated in unison and Benediction
oy wmars. ‘Foombs,

Officers for 1941: Pres, Mrs. D.
MacKenzie; 1st vice-pres., Mrs, T.
Humphrey; 2nd vice-pres., Mrs. G.
Lockhart; rec. sec, Miss G. Bun-
tain; treas, Mrs, W.C, MacLeod;
cor. sec,, Mrs. Horace Glover; ch.
stewardship sec., Mrs, W, G. S
son; supply sec., Mrs, W. L. Cote
ton; literature sec., Mrs, W. Taylor;
Miss. Monthly sec¢., Mrs, J. A, Mac-
Kenzie; Envelope sec., Miss E, Mac-
Murdo; Temperance sec., Mrs. 8.
Caseley; associate helpers sec., Mrs,
H, Toombs; com, friendship, Mrs,
N. Ramsay, Mrs. G. Caldwell, Mrs,
E, Bryanton: organist, Mrs, R, Mac=
Kay; Misslon Band supt., Mrs, J|E.
Inglls, Mrs, A. D. Sterling.

BELFAST, Northern Ireland, Dec,
19.—(AP)—A mail boat, plying be-
tween Dublin and Holyhead, Wales,
was attacked by an unidentified
airplane in the Irish Sea vesterday.

Two passengers were wounded.
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than Britain—latest estimates here |
th—millt ircles_ beliewe | At
Germany must stike quickly hefore | against the Italians in the deserts of Egypt and Libya
United States help begins to bal-{ These Australian troops are arriving at eamp in the mids
of a sandstorm. Railroad i8 lone line along coast to Cairo

\Here’s How Aussies Beat
iItalians and . Sandstormg

Even reported sandstorms aren’t stopping the Britigh

S -y

The W.M.S. of Kensington United '

This is what one
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; i t soldier wears to protect himsell
against wind-whipped sand as the British continue their
vxctor'lous advance through the desert. This Aussie uses
ker%hlef and celluloid eye-guards to beat hot winds and
sand.

Roads traveled by the'Briﬁsh in their desert drive are

few and treacherous.
in northern Egypt.

Here’s what the country looks lik
These trucks are moving up supplies
to support the British attack against Italians.
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Hard-Rock Miners F rom Canada Tunnel Through Gibraltar Rock
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s

The British effensive on the Libyan-Egyptian frontier continues t‘l
meet with success, Fort Gapuzzo, the Itallan position in Libyan terri

tory guarding the frontier to
eaptured., It is intimated that the

the south of Port Bardia, hag been

British seized planes on the ground

at the fort, At the same time the British eaptured Sollum, the port

on the Egyptian side of the

trontier at the foot of the escarpment.

The British had been atfacking. p triangular area held by the Ital-
fans which had Sollum as # key point on the east, Fort Capuzzo a¢
 koy point on the south and Port Bardla as a key point on the
west, On the map the battletront as of Deo, § 15 shown as & heavy
dotted line, The battlefront on Deo, 17, is suggested by the con

tinuous heavy line,

SCULPTOR DIES

ace — A clty for which Musst

Rome -
ini promised a site m”dewnd@‘

pick and shovel with R.CE. reciuits at Tcronto, | Then the Ontario minister of nublic works went to Gibraliar, to | thoy're trained in every detail of the muliifarious Jobs the army ROME, Dec. 19 —(AP) —Hen~ f‘rl:,‘; }‘,’,ﬁ",',,,ﬁ}}d"ﬁ".‘m author @

ccmmand a tunnelling company cf engineers, They're all hard-yook | gives its engineers. Here's a detachment throwing a pontoon bridge driok Christlan Ard<rsan, 68, soulp- aristian Ander

Livul, Colin Campbell graduatoed to England and a major's crown. | miners in the company new drilling under the rock at Gibraliar, but | over a river too deep to ford, :;r &Qi;x'nkul?ﬁ)::l f:ll-whhlo p’;:még :gy daindie




