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CAT-TAILS ALL-ROUND PLANTS

pown near the road, inside the

I discovered some cat-tails

fence, b

growing, just two years ago. They
yere not there the year and
were piainly joung Spul
was not altogethe ] n2-
cause the brock cl by diies up in
summer, and besides  they wope
growing in the middle of alders
which cut off their lizht, Thus

deprived of lizht and _water, two
of the things £0 essential to their
growth, one might have expected
tne Cat-talls to die out in short
order; but no, they lived, multi-
plied and. put forth their variously
constructed flowers in due season.
How came they there? Most like-
Iy the secds were carried there in
the mud 01 scme water-bird's feet.
An English naturalist once washed
the mud off a pheasant’s foot and
found the seeds of eleven species
of weeds in it. He showed them
and all grew.
I have noticed these “bulrushes”
are called locally) being
as deccrations, but f if any,
who so used them knew that they
were once highly valued by the In-
dians to whom they supplied food,

shelter, and household utensils.
They supplied four different kind
of food

In early Spring the sprouting
sho waen they appeared above
water, were pulled and eaten; they
fesemble asparagus.

In early Summer, a little later,

the Indians broke off the upper
half of the Cat-tails and stewed
them into a thick soup.

When the pollen was ripe they
gathered it in a cloth., This gave
them a fine golden colored flour
which they made into a thick mush
resembling some of  our ocereal
breakfast foods.

In the Fall when the roots of
the Cat-tails grow plump, they con-
tain a supply of starch resembling
that of the potato. The Indians
gathered and stored the roots for
winter use. They roasted them or

und them into coarse meal to
gouscd in making mush.

From the long, sword-like leaves
the Indians prepared a tough fibre
for roofs, and plaited strong ropes.
Bome of the tribes prepared a sort
of tapestry from the leaves and
wed it as lining for their winter
homes. Indian women beguiled the
long winter evenings by weaving
the leaves into floor mats, cazoe
mats, cradles, baskets, and quivers
for the men's arrows.

From all this it seems that the
Cat-tall was as useful to the In-
mns as the date-palm to the

A Wood Frog

Our cat, to whom I am Indebted
for man, Imens of the smaller
mammala, brought in for a change,
8 Wood Frog. She is a greit for-
eger, but must have taken the frog
for sport since she didn't oat it,
nor did her son Peter. Most of our
Island frogs are of various shades
of green; not so the Wood Frog,
which 8 of a brownish color above,
marying from a light rusty hue to
almost black. Below it is whitich,
with a faint tinge of green on the
#ldes. The color-scheme of the head
should always be noted in examin-
ing the Salienta, (which is the
sclentist’s naeme for the whole group
of frogs and toads) The Wood

has a dark patch on each side
of the head, enclosing the ear and
eve; and a light-colored line runs
!rom the snout to the shoulder.
Tois frog is smaller in build than
the others, but the legs are lomger
In provortion. Males are two inches
long from the snout to the rump,
females an inch lonaer. From thigh
to heel the legs much exceed ihese
measurements.

Ours is the Eastern Wood Frog,
Rama sylvatica (Lesonte) Gunther.
It is thouahit to be a variety of the

European R, temporaria Linnaeus.
tcertainly resembles the e mmon
fm-j of England in build, My ex-
perience, my y istriet, is that
It is not v omeot with as
the Leo the Green

'
Frog, but T hesitate to class it
farer in the Island as a whole.

as

THE NOMAN INVASION: 1066
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Anglo-Saxon Chronicle, eur

uide to the uts of those
early times, with sf retizance,
dismisses the Norman i b1 in a
dozen lines; though it gives a

Braphic account of the Norwegz an
nvasion which immedia‘ely preced-

ed it. The comnilers of the Chron-
lele do not seem entirely in favor
of William, “Earl of Normandy”
x«'hom they lroked upon as vietor
because of the sins of the na-

lon.” As they did not approve of,
Yet did not dare to d parage the
chmw,o of dynasty, they wisely held

eir peace,

The event had been preparing
King Edward the Confessor. , who
¥as consecrated King of England
In 1043, was greatly _imfuenced by
Norman churchrian and courtie s,
and had enany quarrels with nals
nglo-Saxon subiscts in conseii-
ence, In 1051 the King's brother-in-
AW, Eustace, a “Frenchman”

e Normans were termed), acted
In a very arbitrarv manner against

e townsmen of Dover, and in the
%quel slow nineteon’ of them.

ustace, having the ear of the
olnk. Induced him to order FEarl

odwin to attack the town. God-

¥n “took it to heart” that he
thould be askad to destroy his own
People and instead took up arms
f2ainst the King and was nro-
daimed an outlaw. Ultimately God-
m and his son Sweyne took re-
othe in Flanders while Harold (an-
er son) went to Treland. King

d ward had married Farl Godwin's
&ughter, but now she was dis-
"F“Nand all s.“ko hm{i in land %I’tld

was taken from her. In

Mhart the national party was quite

@

ill hag

Nl tc.a.,be, and  waen
Normanay, wih a great reti U2
Frenchmen,”  yisiteq the nKlz:’;
shortly atterwards, he was royaly
entertained,  More; the  Abhot
Sparhaioce, bishop of London was
91’1\'011 from his see, and Willin‘n
the Kings priest” and a Norman,
was invested therewith, It was
during this visit that Edward s
g?lc]ian tgomggvg pEromA‘sed the thrune
0 Earl
(E’ijlwa.rd‘s) decease. it ot by
ie Normans around the Kin
Nnow began to abuse lheirepnwerg
as the Chronicle says, “they x‘n:
stituted bad laws, and Judges un-
righteous judgments, and brought
bad councils into this mnd.” The
people, who favored Ear] Godwin,
were very much stirred against the
King and azainst his  Norman
counsellors; and when ‘the Ear!
ventured back to England he was
at once surrounded by an ever-
mc.rea.smg army, The King on his
part, gathered a great land-force,
50 that when Godwin sailed up the
Thames he found himself confront-
ed with as great an army as his
own, arrayed on the Strand. But
they were most of them loth to
fight with their own Kinsmen —
for there was little else but Eng-
lishmen on either side; and they
were also unwilling that this land
should be the more exposed to out-
landish (foreign) people because
they (had) destroyed each other,”
In the end, moved by the wise ex-
hortations of the good old Bishop
Stigand, the King gave way, and
Godwin, having cleared himself of
the charges laid against him by the
Normans, was received into favor
again. “And the King gave the marl
and his children, and all the men
that were with hiem, his full friend-
ship, and the earldom, and all that
he possessed before; and he gave
the lady (le., the Queen) all that
she had before.” Seeing how things
were going, Archbishop Robert and
the Norman clergy deserted their
posts and getting “on board a crazy
ship,” sailed for Normandy. The
council outlawed them, and Stigand
was rewarded for his exertions in
preserving the nation from civil
war, by his appointment to the see
of Conterbury which Archbishop
Robert had vacated.

The nation was once more un-
ited, and its rulers at one; for God-
win and his sons were almost equal
in power to the King. Who, living
in those times, would have ventur-
ed to predict that this reconcila-
tion would in the long run bring
England under the heel of a con-
queror? How this came about will
be told in a later Note.

ODDS AND ENDS

The East End. Readers will have
gathered, from the press and the
radio, that the East End of Lon-
don is inhabited by the poorer class
of people. To a great extent too,
the eastern parts of Newcastle on
Tyne presented the same-feature.
Towns would probably grow in a
radiating fashion, on every side, if
all circumstances were favorable
and we may expect the new homes
to be erected by fairly well-off peo-
ple, and consequently with better

Wiliiam of

taste and more  convenience.
But the wind blows from the
west in Britain about three

days out of every five, while it only
occasionally  blows from the east.
The smoke and dust Isblownto the
eastern section of the town which
becomes griny, and is deserted by
all who can afford to move west-
ward. In all the great English cities
one may find houses which in their
day must have been handsome, but
from this cause have become tene-
ments occupied by poor people.
Bad Harvest Weather. On Mon-
day, Sept. 16th, after two fine days
it is raining again. If we'd had an-
other fine day the grain might have
been got in I trust we are not to
have the experience I had in 1913.
T hauled in the first of my grain
Sept. 17th, and next day it was a
severe S, W. rain storm. I did not
get my grain in till October
twenty-fourth! Just as it was atout,
ready down came the rain. Itrained
every day from the first to the
seventh of October, and I made a
note on the 24th that there had
been three dry days in the previous
fortnight. “Hundreds of stooks
speiled in the Province,” says my
Weather Book, and If T reccllect
rightly, many fields in low spots.
could ont be cut at all. On the 29th
Oct., as it was fine, potato picking
bezan. As you can Imagine, this
harvest-time was not encouraging
to a “new beginner” in farming!
The Rock Garden. This has at-
tracted many visitors during the
sumener, but owing to the long spell
of dry weather in this locality the
blooming season was shorter than
usual, and I am afraid the late-
comers were not impressed. The
best displav was about the middle
of July. Since the great rain of

Sept. 8th,, things brightened up
somewhat, and the harebell (or
bluebell), the Sanvitalla, and the

annual blue Sedum are making a
little more show. The Cheddar
Pink (Dianthus caesius) which
bloomed in spring and rested all
summer, is now  blooming . more
freelv than before. It has semi-
double flowers, of a most delicate
bluish-pink, and is a very desirable
subject. This is a good time, while
the ground Is damp, to make altera-
tions, and to move plants, which
will establish themselves before the
cold weather sets in,

An Electric Fence, There was a
piece of good pasture, next to the
“potato patch,” which we resolved
to make use of by means of a
home-made electric  fence. Dur-
ing the summer I had proeured an

“interrupter” from the U. 8 v
costing 59 eents postpaid. (Duly
had to be pald on this) An old

Ford coil and a 6-bolt battery com-
pleted the electrical part of  the
fence. The interrupter is a kind of
pendulum which opens and closes
the circuit alternately, cutting the
electric output in half. Then the
stakes, about two and a half inches
in diameter, were driven in, forty-
five feet apart, to carry the single
strand of wire. The wire must be
fastened to insulators on the posts,
fjust as telephone, wires are, and
for the same purpose —to prevent
leakage. We had no ‘msulators; 80
what? Here a brain wave found the
solution quickly and inexpensively

At each post a plece of old

‘Fall Fertilization !

ment of Agriculture. The breeds of

inner L of

Makes Good Pastures

There is no more important crop
in Canada than pasture, and, in
the light of the production of
nutritious feed during the past
summer months, now is the time to
make plans to increase its value, If
the pasture has not given the re-

- CONSERVATION -

A WEEKLY COLUMN OF PRACTICAL OPINIONS OF THE
VITAL ISSUES AFFECTING THE USES AND ABUSES OF
NATURAL RESOURCES BY MR. LUDLOW JENKINS,
MARSHFIELD,

su]ts' expected, asks Paul Gervals,
Dominion  Experimental Station,
Lennoville, P. Q., what is the rea-
son? It is a question of drainage,
acidity, or fertility that is at fault?
In the last case, commercial fer-
tlizers if used with judgment, will
help correct the situation.

It is important for the soll to
supply the plant with the correct
balan'('t? of the three principal
fertilizing elements, phosphorus,
potash, and nitrogen. The type of
soll and the plants growing on it
are the guides as to the kind of
fertilizer to apply. If wild white
clover is present and .the soil is
heavy (clay), an application of 300
to 500 pounds of superphosphate
is recommended. On light land, the
use of 300 to 500 pounds of 0-16-6
gives good results. Where there is
no wild white clover, a complete
fertilizer 2-12-6 i3 used at the same
rates as above,

Tests have disclosed that 1t is
better to spread fertilizer in early
September, rather than in the
spring. There are, however, two ex-
ceptions to this rule: one when the
ground is too steep and second
when the fertilizer contains nit-
rogen. In the latter case, the
phosphorous and potash may be
applied in the fall and the nitrogen®
in the followinz spring. When a
pasture is fertilized for the first
time, it is well to use the highest
amount mentioned. The applica-
tions of fertilizer should be repeat-
ed every three, four or five years,
denending on the fertility of the
soll and the needs of the plants.
These recommendations are gene:al
and may be modifled according to
the circumstances. Pastures de-
terforate mot only by noor manaee.

ment but also for lack of fer-
tilizing elements.
—_—_—

ANIMAL BREEDING

There has probably been a smal-
ler contribution f ,m scientific r-e
search to animal .reeding than to
most other ohases of agriculture,
says Dr. J.M, Swaine, Directur,
Sclence Service, Dominion Depart-

domestic animals in Canada to-day
are in the main the breeds that
emerged from the agricultural re-
volution in Britain several genera-
tions ago. They have been im-
proved and modified through the
use of superior stock, but the breed-
ing has been guided mostly by the
skill of the breeding. Carefully
planned breeding programmes are
now being undertaken,

tubing was wrapped round the wire
several times, and it was wired to
the post about 30 inches above| a
ground level. After making the
necessary connections to the coil, | a
the fence was. pronounced ready
for trial. G
The next step was to educate th=
cows; this is most important. A
cow on getting the first shock is
as likely to dash forward through
the fence, as to run away. Which-
ever it does it has a great respect
for the wire afterwards, and rarely
tries it a second time. So we he-
gan the education by laying down
some green oats under the wire
just where the cows could barely
reach it. The first cow that tried
it bolted right across the field till
stopped by toa line fence: the oth-
ers did not (e such'a thrill out of
it, for some reason, but all xept a-
way from that wire! I forgot to say
that we tested the wire for current
by touching it with a stem of grass,
which, being a poor conductor,
mitigated the shock to a slight
tingling of the fingers.

Some other pointers. Here is what
I have read. An ordinary car bat-
tery can charge five miles of wire,

Eagle which is worthy of comment
is the length of its life. From very
ancient times it has
that an Eagle lives an unusually
long life. To such an extent was
he length of life of an Eagle known
to the ancient Greeks and Romans
that both Greek and Latin expers-
sions meaning ‘‘the old age of an
eagle” or “the lon%slm of an eagle,”
passed into proverbs.

was also a knowledge of the fact
that an Eagle lives to a very great
age,
Celtic rhyme which expressed in
modern English, says:—

“Thrice the age of a dog is that of

Thrice the age of a horse is that

Thrice the age of a man is that of
a deer;

Thrice the age of a deer is that of

gard this as strictly accurate.
is only in recent years that bird-
banding and records have been in-
stituted so that the age, places of
migration and other exact ancients
may have been
like the lad, who speaking of the
duration of a

‘a good cedar
hundred years. My
for he said he tried it twice!”

life of an eagle as being 100 years;
others state the length of an eagle’s
life to be anywhere between 80 and
160 years.

only in its second year, it might be
interesting, say 160 years from now,
or in the year 2100 Anno Domini,
to wake up and find the bird still
soarin,
open
It is to be hoped that by that time
the spirit of Willie Miller will have
entered into some other kindly
dispositioned lad who will do for the
eagle In its old age what Willie
has done in its youth.

which resemble those of man have
already been referred to. In the in-
ordinate length of the time it cares
for its young, it surpasses all birds
in as great a degree as man him-
self surpasses all
The sentiment underlying
Sweet, Home” is no dearer to the
heart of a man than it is to an
cagle. In its ability, if unmolested
by human beings, to adapt itself
to its environment and prolong its
existence, the eagle surpasses man
himself. In another trait, it has a
human quality; or at least it was

affected some human beings. When

for life.
eagles, of “till death us do
or “so long as ye both shall
Divorce, and separation from bed
and board, or separation
ground of incompatibility of temper,
are altogether unknown to an eagle
family. Once mated, Mr. and Mrs.
Eagle remain Mr. and Mrs. Eagle
as long as they live. Their gentle-
ness in caring for their young, —
as an eagle
young; as an eagle
broad her wings, to give shelter to
her young froem the rain and the
wind,—has received Biblical
ment, Moses was no mean bird ob-
server.

symbolic of Freedom. Freedom is
of the mountains, where the Eagle
dwells. What more fitting than that
the Eagle itself should be free. Con-
finement of such a noble bird, “the
King of Birds,” is incompatible with
Free Men. “None can love freedom
heartily but good men,” and “No

THE AGE OF AN EAGLE

?n& is perfectly free till all are
Another feature in the life of an

In such a time as this, when
“Freedom” is the banner and the
battle-cry of those who are trying
to stem the advance of the con-
tinent-conquering Hun, when Bri-
tain alone, in her island eerie set
in is silver sea, is the one nation
in Europe left to uphold that ban-
ner and withstand a world-enslave-
ment it scarocely
subjects in this smaller Island to do
other than exhibit by thelr conduct
these everlasting principles for
which their brothers in the Old
Land are making such priceless
sacrifice,

In sending this bird out to its
home in the Mountains, Willle Mil-
ler has found his own spirit and
set an example to the boys and
girls of Murray River which may
well be emulated.

If the bird could be Induced to
remain in the neighbourhood and to
make its home here, it would be an
attraction which  visitors would
come many miles to see.

Mr. R, W. Tufts, Chief Federal
Migratory Bird Officer for the Mari-
time Provinces, writes of Eagles
that:—

“Because of their rarity;
beauty; their impressive size; and
their general harmlessness, they aie
all deserving of protection; and I
hope the time is not far off when
all the Provinces in the Dominion,
as well as the States in the Union
of the South of us, will place this
bird on the continuously protected
lst for the reasons which I have

Just stated.”
“FATRHAVEN,*
Murray River, June 23, 1940.

Testing Soils
After Harvest

Shortly after the crop has been
removed is the most suitable time
to take soil samples. Bacterial life
and chemical activity in the soil are
still at their.best, just as they were
when the growing crop was mak-
ing its greatest demands on the
plant food, says G. R. Snyder, Soil
Chemist. Soil samples taken at this
time show the fertility condition
of the soil during the growing sea-
son, and the test will indicate which
Unk or links tn the fertility chain
—organic matter, lime, nitrogen,
phosphate, potash, caleium, sulphur,
magnesium, etc. —are being de-
pleted most rapidly.

Crops lodge easily, mature laip
and unevenly when the nitrogen
supply is out of balance with the
mineral plant foods. New seedings
of grass and clover fail when the
soll is strongly acid i reaction or
excpeionally low in phosphate and
potash. Potatoes scab badly in soils
high in lime, Pastures and meads
thin out and become y when
there is a lack of lime, organic
matter or mineral plant food. Live-
stock develop mineral deficiency
diseases when the feed they con-
sume is low In phosphorus and
calcium.

A soil test gives the farmer de-
finite information concerning the
lime supply and state of verility of
his fields, thus permitting him to
adjust the manurial and fertility
practices according to the crop re-
quirements.

The procedure for sampling fields
depends somewhat on the problem
being studied. If the fleld is fair
uniform, all that is necessary is to
take a small shovelful of soil to
plow depths from eight to ten dif-
ferent places, mix them thorough-
ly and send in a cupful or half
pint of the mixed soil. With roll-
ing land, the high land-should be
sampled separately from the low.
In the case of problem areas, a
sample representative of the poor

known

In our own country, Britain, there

This is shown in the ancient

a horse;

of a man;

an eagle.”
It is not necessary that we “1;

over credulous,

cedar fence said,
fence will last a
father knows,

Some writers today speak of the

As Willie's bird is believed to be

and keeping a weather eye
or its daily feed of herring.

Some of the qualities of an eagle

other mammals
“Home

human quality until Modernism

pair of eagles mate, they mater
It is a case, with the

B ™

on the

fluttereth over her
spreadeth a-

com-

In all ages the Eagle has been

and if fully charged will be effective
for three months. An ordinary field
fence can be operated on four of
the large dry cells costing around
45 cents each. After the cows hava
had a week of it, the wire may be
left “dead”for a time till they show
a tendency to break through again.
One man out West (I read) being
of an experimental turn of mind,
took off his wire and put up string
which the cows regarded with ‘he
same suspicion! When our fence is
no longer needed I think we can roll
the w hole thing up, stakes and all,
just as wire net is rolled; it could
then be stored for future service.

A Wison Thrush

duce a
small eggs that do not prove very
profitable to the producer or ve.y
tempting to the consumer, who pre-
fers to get size in
wisely provides that the first eggs
made be small till the egg passage
has become adjusted to the work it
is designed to do. Pullets that con-
tinue to lay small eggs are under-
sirable._members..of_the flock and-,
should be ruled out of the breed-

spots and another of the produc-
tive areas nearby should be pro-

Cuu Out Pullets culr:;lérmatlon concerning previous
cropping  practices, condition of

crops and crops to be grown for
the next two or three years should
provided in a covering letter.

Samples submited to the soil test-
ing laboratory in the fall can be
given a more thorough check-up
than in possible during the rush
period of spring and the sender is
sure of receiving the report in time
to make use of it in planming next
year's cropping programme.

Laying Small Eggs

The fall months commonly pro-
considerable number of

eges. Nature

Care of The

; Today I ;ec;l\'ed a packet ltccm-

alning ‘a bird, together with a|ing program %

short note, from Mrs H. T. Ool-| Breeding largely determines the Mllk Utensﬂs
vin, Summerside, P. E TI. The no'e | size of eggs of any one bird, If

read: “Ts this a Wilson Thrush? We | small eggs are used for incuba= ————

found it on the front porch. Had | tion the resulting offspring will Milk as it comes from the aver-

heard a bird all summer with a
wild alarm note but never saw it.
All Thrushes T have seen in the
garden came to the bird-bath other
years.”

My correspondent is quite correct:
the bird is the Wilson Thrush or
Veery, and I was glad to have it
because the check list of Birds of
P, E. I. was only able to sayv that
the bird had been noticed prior to
1916, and nobody had reported it
since, Mr. Tufts. Chief Federal
Migratory Bird Ofifcer states that
it is rare in Nova Scotia. Now I am
enabled to record it for the first
time in mv exverience.

The Gresn Book of Birds of Am-
erica says the Veery “is recoanized
by “1ts uniform coat of reddish
brown, its soiled (i.e. dingy) white
underparts and its faintlv marked
breast.” Dr. Taverner's “Birds of
Eastern Canada” also refers to the
licht suffused color of the breast
snots. and the even coloration of
the back. Though the Green Book
aives an excellent account of ihe
bird and {ts habits, the little colored
picture accompanving it has -ot
caught the right tint: it is, as the
letterpress says of a reddish brown.

The alarm note is very char-
acteristic and is kept up petulentlv
til tha intruder leaves, and “all's
clear.”

If mv ecorresnondent Is Interestec
in bird life. she mav =till be ahle
to nrocure the check list of “Birds
Prince Iskanad.”

- o

have a tendency to produce
eggs. On the other hand, if only
eggs of good size and shape
used for incubation, the pullets re-
sulting from the hatch will lay but
a relatively few small eggs provided
conditions encouraging the produc-
tion of small eggs are avoided.

effect on the size of egg. Hatch-
ing out of season or forcing for
preduction at the expense of nor=-
mal body weight will decrease the
size of the eggs. A continued per-
iod of small eggy production in pul-
lets that came from parent stock
that produced good sized eggs, is
usually due to incorrect feeding or
management that has resulted in
the pullets reaching maturity with=
out acquiring normal body weight.

at intervals of a week or 10 days to
check upon their gain or loss in
weight due
long as body weight is maintained
or increased, production should con-
tinue and egg size increase. But if
body weight is allowed to decrease
a drop in production, a reduction
in the size of egg and even a partial
or complete molt is likely to fol-
whila the picture is olivaceous, lo

grain should be fed plentifully, and
the night feeding should be largely
of whole corn,
consumption

scratch grain and reduce
mount of mash fed, if body weight
begins to decline, 4

small | age healthy cow contains compara-
tively few micro-organisms, and
these are for the most part inac-
tive in milk. There are many
sources from which the bacteria
responsible for souring, bad' flav-
ours, and other forms of deteriora-
tion may gain entrance to milk.
Premature souring is very often
caused by the use of milk ves-
vesls —palls, strainers, coolers, or
cans—which, for some reason, are
in a state of disrepair. A single
utensil which has become worn or
bent with continued use;- and has
devolped cracks or crevices, may
harbor undersirable bacteria cap-
able of spoiling milk  which has
been otherwise carefully produced.

With the cooler weather, summer
troubles are apt to be forgotten;
but if the cause is not removed,
they will crop up again with the
first hot spell. A thorough inspec-
tion of all milk vessels and equip-
ment is, therefore, desirable, re-
pairs or renewals being made where
necessary. The seams of cans and
pails should be resoldered if they
have opened un at all, and dents
should be stralghtened out. Where
the defect is more serious, there
should be no hesitation in discard-
ing the vessel, as it is only false
economy to keep it in use.

No ordinary method of cleaning
can dislodge bacteria established in
very small crevices for they are
well protected, and subsist on the
small amount of enilk solids left
hehind whenower vessel

are

Feeding has only .an indirect

A few pullets should be weighed

.0 egg production, As

W,
To maintain body weight scratch

mash
increase the
the a-
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TIMELY NOTES ON TOPICS
CONNECTED WITH

NOL\MpnsLuuumg tne exiremely
unpleasant weather conditions the
second Fox Field Day of the Silver
Fox Breeders' and Exhibitors As-
sociation at Montague last Mon-
day afternoon was a pronounced
success. We took a look at the
sky around noon and decided that
there would be nothing doing so
did not take the trip. There were
others too who “missed the bus”
but read with keen interest the
very nice account which appeared
in this paper the next morning.
That has been supplemented by
a detalled description of the after-
noon'’s activities furnished us from
the facile pen of Lowell Hancock, |
Summerside.

The first ranch visited was that
of Harry Davidson who very grac-

{ously conducted the crowd
through his ranch which was
commended on all sides for its

sanitary condition. Pups were bp-;
ing raised in two types of shed.
One type, a single row shed with |
a roof overhang in front to cut
out the weather, and provided |
with wire bottoms without any
vestige of bedding. Wire partitions |
were used in this shed, and the |
pups were very - contented and |
tame. No scruffing of fur could be
noticed on the wire bottom. A
novel idea was seen here in each
pen, which were provided with a
board across the pen, about two
feet back from the front, and
sloped at an angle toward the back
or away from the door. This board
was about 6 inches wide, and ser-
ved the purpose of keeping bed-
ding away from the front of the
pens in years when bedding was
used in this shed. However, now,.
the board is part of a feeding ar-
rangement. Directly in  front of
the sloping board on edge, a bo:}rd
on the flat, some 6 inches wide
was laid. On this the foxes are
fed. This is a different idea from
the wall wire feeders, but no doubt
much easier cleaned, and we were
told the foxes seem to respect this
feeder. To prevent chewing of the
feeder board on edge, a No. 9 wire
was run along the edge of the
board and steepled. This wire pre-
vents the pups from chewing the
board. The wire floor of this shed
was some 2 feet off the ground,
and it was suggested that the
shed could have been built about
6 inches higher which for clean-
ing underneath would then be bet-
ter. The second shed which was
of the same general design was
provided however with  board
floors, except for a strip of wire
about 2 feet wide in front. A wire

|was to see how George

| tion,

e norse discussions and into his
ranch, where sheds quite similar
to Mr. Davidson's were viewed.
George claimed Mr. Davidson cop-
ied off his sheds in
own, but we can't take
the argument as to whose idea this
type of shed is or was. The most
interesting thing that George had
to show us was 6 generations of
males in his ranch, the
benig a son of Bonnieview 40 B,
which was one of the famous
George Brown litter of 7 pups all

of which made their marks in the |

fox world. An interesting thing
proved these dogs each genera-
the original dog being of
good color but rather narrow in
his bar and fairly dark. As they
came along each generation of
male showed more silver and wider

| bar and denser silver. We venture
that very few ranches in Canada

can show us 6 living generations
of sires, all good animals. Other
foxes related to this family were
shown. An interesting pen of all
concrete floor was shown., Al-
though these were lald on top of
the ground some 6 inches thick,
and had been in use for years,
they were still intact with very
few cracks or breaks in them.

The next ranch visited was the
Illustration Fox Station, owned
and operated by Capt. A. A.
Mosher just across the road from
Mr. McIntyre's ranch. Mr. John
Jack, supervisor of Maritime Il-
lustration Stations had charge of
the examinations made here. Sev-
eral ranchers had brought in
samples of thelr freak foxes by
Invitation including Wilbert Mc-
Carvell of Kinkora, Frank Ham of
Mt. Herbert, W. wW. Mutch of
Earnscliffe, Arthur Wood, Alex-
andria and Parker Wood, South-
port.

The Government tent came in
very handy indeed since the
weather man loosed his wrath in
the form of a rain storm, Just as
the crowd were about to = enter
under the tent. A table of the
freak foxes was presented for ex-
amination and = discussion. Mr.
Jack went over the animals point-
Ing out the _difference In white
markings, mottling on the legs,
the varying under fur from the
silver fox type to the light shades

w

appearing in the platinum types
present. Nothing could be sald
definitely about the animals pre-

sented as to their desirability of
type since the season is yet early
and the animals would undergo
a considerable amount of change

bottom shelf with straw is used in
this shed. Mr. Davidson pointed
out it was more expensive to oper-
ate this shed since bedding had
to be bought and more labor re-
quired to put in the bedding and
it out, as compared with |
his newer wire bottom shed. Two !
freak pups were examined and
discussed at this ranch. A few
pups and adults were also exam-
ined and their weight, fur de-
velopment and color was passed on
as excellent.,

The second ranch
that of George McIntyre. George
seemed to be more interested in
his stable of race horses than
foxes, but we finally got him off

visited was ‘

Even steam treatment will not de-
stroy them completely.

Off-flavors, such as tallowy and
cardboard taint in both milk and
cream, are due to the presence of
small amounts of copper and iron, |
which often come from coolers with
defective tinning, or froen rusty
utensils., These flavors develop rap-
idly under favorable conditions,
such as the exposure of the milk
or cream to direct sunlight. They
cannot be removed, and it is, there-
fore, necessary to have any worn
surfaces, retinned as a preventive. |
Provided no abrasive is used in the
preliminary cleaning —a stiff brush
will usually remove milk solids —
and no strong chemicals are applied,
the tinning should have a reason-
ably long life.

RANGE EWE LAMBS
FOR FALL SALE

Between 40,000 and 50,000 range
ewe lambs will be offered for sale
off the sheep ranges in the prov-
inces of Saskatchewan and Alberta
this fall. Unless purchased for
breeding purposes, these ewe Inmbsl
weighing fifty to seventy pounds
each will be sold into feedlots to be!
sold for slaughter. This stock, which
can be purchased at a small prem-
ium over feeder lamb prices, is an
excellent source of cheap breed-
ing stcek. They can be fed cheaply
durin® the first winter on hay and
some grain, and will then be ready
for breeding early the next year as
yearling ewes. They are mostly of
Raenbouillet breeding' or first cross
with down rams so that when bred
to rams commonly sold by pure
bred breeders, they produce excel~
lent market lambs.

In the report of the Sheep Com-
mittee of the Dominion-Provincial
Conference held in Ottawa recently,
it stated in part:

“It would appear safe and od
insurance for those already Kéeping
sheep to add a few extra ewes to
their flocks in the fall of this year.
In the case of farmers who are not
now keeping sheep but who have
the facilities of feed and  housing,
the present time seems to be op-
portune to be able to contribute to
the present need for wool by keep-
ln%n few shoep.”

ouble deck carloads, comprising

before priming. Mr. Jack did how-
ever say the foxes presented were
definitely of the platinum varie-
ties as they appeared today. Two
silver blue foxes were present.
These are a dilute silver in color
and are known as silver blues or
pearl platinums in some cases.
These pups as well as those viewed
on other ranches during the day
were of good size and develop-
ment In most cases.

Mr. Reigh Tinney, speaking in
the absence of Peter G. Clark,
gave a general picture of the pre-
sent market outlook, the probable
crop for 1940-41, and stated that
where and how the coming crop
would be disposed of was some-
what a matter of conjecture, but
that little cause for worry was
necessary since various agencies
are endeavouring to secure mar-
kets to take care of the coming
crop which is down at least 1-3
as compared with a year ago. Mr.
Tinney stressed the value of the
new grading scheme which will

used by the Government in
tagging the coming crop. This
scheme will eliminate the export-
ing of poor grades and dark col-
or phases which have in the past
been allowed to injure the reputa-
tion of Canadian silver fox in for-
eign markets. Mr. Tinney also
pointed out that the Canadian
market would absorb a large num-
ber of its own skins for home con-
sumption, as it did the past year.

Mr. B. G. Rogers who came
along about this time, was asked
to explain a certain make up of
cape made from ring necked foxes
as viewed by Mr., Rogers at the
Holt Renfrew fur establishment.
This cape Mr. Rogers explained
was of exceptional beauty and
certainly would find favor in the
eyes of many women,

Mr. Fred Burke was asked to
speak and he
particularly of the buyer who last
season pald very low prices to
many Island ranchers. That in
some cases ranchers with lower
grades of pelts secured as much on
their advance under the Govern-
ment marketing arrangement as
the buyers had paid for skins of
better quality. Mr. Burke pointed
out that the grading of skins as
being carried out this season by
the Federal Government would be
of great value to ranchers of
Canada, in establishing our pro-
duct on a sound graded basis.

President L. W. Hancock point-
ed out that four of our speakers
were absent due undoubtedly to
the weather, and stated that the
attendance was excellent consid-
ering the weather. Mr, Hancock
pointed out that last season due
to the panicky condition _many
ranchers earl
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SOPEX

SOPEX controls

| enrmites easily,
| cheaply and ef-
l fectively., Omne
application
i usually suf-
| ficient, sOopPpN
hus  no  equal
for grooniing

the coat of any

! fur bearing animal.  Many tox

| breeders dip the talls in o

i SOPEX solution to prevent chew-
ed tips.

| SOPEX 1s a Cooper Product -—

| British  Made and fully guaran-
teed.  Order from your Dr
Hardware, Feed and Seced Btore,
or write

CANADIAN CO-OPERATIVE
WOOL GROWERS LIMITED
Quebee  and  Maritime
Lennoxville, Que,
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s at about one-h

to buyers, and that v
marketing houses and
lernment  assistance b
l'and with out pelt sho
ing s X

i
| ers sacrif inder
value, Mr. H, pointed out
that although t first pelt show
i resulted in all pelts being sold at
| an average of o

$40, still many
| ranchers last  season their
good pelts at a loss and did n 1]
patronize the show. He hoped this
year any good pelts produced on

the Island would be entered in the
Pelt Show and thus help the pro=
ducer net the largest possible re-
turn on such pelt
| the fact that ti
| though perhaps cr 2 Jjustl
| the past as an organization wo
ing in the interests of only a fe
registered breeders, was now open
‘to receive ranchers of any foxes
as members or associate members,
‘that both  our 1040 live fox
and pelt shows had made prov=
ision for showing of freak foxes
of all types, and unregistered
silvers as well as registered stand-
ard silvers. That while the old
standby, the silver fox was not go-
Ing to be neglected at all, still the
new types as being developed
would come in for
Just recognition by the Associa-
tion. President Hancock also men-
tloned the fact the Assoclation
had appointed delegates during
1939 to attend the Dominion
Council of Canadian Fur Breed-
ers at Ottawa in order to keep in
touch with any new developments
of national importance, in the
industry. The two Field Days held
during 1940 were a start in the
direction of dissemination of use-
ful information to ranchers, and
it could be expected that more
would be held during 1941,

In closing the President thanke-
ed all those who had helped to
make the day the success it was,
and particularly thanked the
ranchers who had brought in
their freak foxes which was the

highlight of the day perhaps
Following, a
w

substantial.  lunch
hich was very much
e

(Continued on page 13, Col T

Colorado Beetle
Methods of Control

Where early
orado potato b W
plied and the Y are being ine
jured, the Division of Entomology,
Dominion Department of Agricul-
ture points out that it {s not yet
too late to adopt measures of con-
trol. Spraying h calefum arsen-
ate is probably the most ge
adopted method in Eastern
ada, This material is used at
rate of 1 1-2 to 2 po
gallons of Bordeaux mixture
water, Due to the fact tr
Bordeaux . mixture is exte
yused for the control of f
| diseases attacking potatoes
| poisen is usually mixed 1 R
fungicide. If used i . how-
ever, 2 pounds of hydra lime per
40 gallens of spray should be aad-
ed to prevent i
lead or Paris
| substituted f
| which ease 2
| former and 1-2 t
| latter should be t
If dusting is pre
should be diluted 1
or in Bordeaux
most generally recomm
| for treating potatoes
| the Colorado potato b.
}of 12 pou f d
sulphate, 8 pou
lime and 80 po \ ed lime,
| It fungous diseases are not a face

W
t

1b, of hydrated
factory results s
On the prai
conditions, Pi green ma
much more freely than
Canada, and a dust co
one part Paris green, o
arsenate of lime, to
pydrated 1 may be
safety. In areas where th

dew, white arsenic may be sub-
stituted for _the'other polsons and
used at the same stre In Al-
berta, arsenate of z s given
excellent control when d ed with
hydated. lime or flour at the rate
of 1 1-10. In the humi parts of
British Cclumbla—-sprays or dusts
recommend: for stern Canada

_satis

up to three hundred head, of thess

chase from most sheep ranchers., A
double deck carload would, in most
cases, be sufficient for establishing
fifteen to twenty small flocks 1n
Eastern Canada. For further par-
ticulars, write A. A. MacMillan,
Production Service, Dominion De-
partment of Agriculture, Ottawa: G.
8. Herringer, Sec'y Southern Sas-
katcehwan Wool Growers' Associa-
tien, Maple Creek, Saskatchewan,
or W. 8. Benson, Secretary, South=
Lern Alberta Wool Growers' Asso-
clationy Lethibridge, Adbertas

testing service to
POULTRY
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|
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Approved Flock Policy

ewe lambs can be selected for pur- | Producers desirous of

| hatcheries and of having their flocks approved
| and blood-tested, apply immediately for blood-

BOX 39, CHARLOTTETOWN, P.E1,
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