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windsor Beans, often called
proad Beans in England, belong to
the genus Faba, while the French
or Haricot Beans are varleties of
the genus Ph2seolus, The latter has
seeds of an elongated shape, there-
by earning the name of Kidney
Beans as well; but after =oting
that all Canadian garden beans are
forms of (‘e =o-called French
peans, we may dismiss them for
the present.

1t has been stated by some of
the older botanists that beans were
p-ought into Britaln during the
Roman occupation of the Island;
that the Romans had them from
the Greeks along with other bene-
fits, material and immaterial; and
the Greeks In turn are suppossd to
have imvorted the original beans
from  Egypt, though the usual
ecurces of evidence are silent on
{t is point. Tt seems scarcely pos-
sible that Broad Beans have come
by this route, for they are ‘“as
hard as nails,”” and may be planted
as soon as the land can be worked,
reqardless of night frosts. Such an
immunity to frost-bite would show
that this bean is a native of cen-
tral, rather than sub-tropical, Eur-
ope.
p;roﬂd Beans appear in authentic
history In two forms of the same
gpec'es; Just as the human race
may be divided into different types
of homo saplens.

Tr-e Field Bean differs princioally
in the seed being smaller, and its
coat a deeper brown at maturity.
This is the kind mentioned by
Comobell in his ‘Political Survey,”
published in 1774: he says that
«“field beans are exported for the
food of the negroes in our planta-
tions, and are employed in feeding
horses at home; so that altogether
they are in daily use, and most cer-
tainly turn to a considerable
amount.” Another writer, at the
same date, says that the annual
consumption of field beans was
four million bushels; and this vast
quantity was grown mainly in
South-eastern England, How the
negroes made use of them is not
divulged, but dried broad beans are
never used as human food in Bri-
tain. When fed to horses they
were “cracked” first, and then mix-
ed with oats in certain proportions:
this diet was generally reserved for
horses that were at hard work, and
required strong rations. Now my
readers will understand why “Cap-
tain Jinks of the Horse Marines,”
fed his horse on corn (oats) and
beans, in the old song. Such beans
were also given to pigs in the fat-
tening pen.

The Garden Bean s the Broad
Bean I lad in mind when beginn-
ing this note. Pratically all the dif-
ference betwen it and the fleld
bean is that its seeds are larger. A
minor difference is that some
strains of Broad Beans have white-
ekinned seeds while others have
green-skinned seeds; but the seeds
of both oxidize and turn brown
very soon after being “shelled,”
which somewhat spoils their ap-
pearance for market, A field of
beans in flower is not only a pretty
sight, but the perfume given off is
very agreeable, The flower Is, of
course, of the leguminous type, and
is white in color witia a black spot
on the wings; and the black is &
real black, not a maroon Tnor a
deep violet: in fact there s noth-
ing to equal it in plant life, I ima-
gine.

Sir Humphrey Davy once analy-
sed the flour made from beans of
this species and found that one
thousand parts of flour yielded 570
par's of nutritive matter, of which
4% were mucilage and starch, 103
gluten, and 41 extract, It was uls
opinion, based on these findings.
that the flour of beans was more
nuiritious than that of oats, but
wag a0t as d'gestible. The usual
way, however, of preparing broad
beans for food is not by milling,
but by simply boiling the seeds till
they are tender: in that state they
usually accompanied boiled nam
to the table, Not everybody likes
broad beans at first; a small min-
ority must acquire the taste Ior
them, and a still smaller minority
teject them altogether, Those who
acquire the taste, like most con-
verts are apt to overdo it. I know
of a case where a youth, after cev-
eral helpings of broad beans, :ievel-
oped a severe case of coilc, Beans
wre o grand food, but “strong”.

As far as I can gather Broad
Beans are not often grown in this
tountry, partly (I think) because
of the drier climate, and partly be-
tause of insect pests. The seeds
must be planted early, as already
Mtated, about four in-i'es apart and
tot less than two inches deep; If
more than one row is sprown the
1ows must be three f32t apart.
When the sappy young plants ap-
pear above ground they quickly at-
tract the attention of the cutworms
Who are very fond of them, In a gar-
den one mav counter the cutworms
by encircling the plants w'i> ‘half-
tans” for a time: that is, salmon or
other cans cut down, M-ese must be
tiken off the vlant when the stems
8¢t hard, Pretty soon 12 plant will
make “suctars” at the base of the
stem; and it is good vractice to re-
Move theee: so say the I1nlish ear-
deners, Tf the summer should be
gry another insect enemy is the

Ore: the ants will tap the stems
At ground level, to drink the fulce.
a: A ciea‘rice forms, the stem is
d;md at a d'fferent piacs every
Y Ul it may be girdled Bad

ough; but the ants have habit

Han Werse: they carry green ap-
hids and pasture it-em on the roots

: the beans and they oarry black
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NOTES ON WINDSOR BEANS |aphids to the succuisnt young
growth at the summit. When the

first sign of the “black dolphin”
(aphis) appears, the Euglish cot-
tager snips off three inches or so,
from the top of his broad beans,
knowing that the tougher stems
below are not as attractive to the
pest. A good top-dressing with a
liberal quantity of wood ashes will
discourage the root pests and invi-
gotxz;tf3 the beans.

many years since I bought
the Broad Bean seed, and they ip-
peared to be very mixed “paren-
tage.” Most of the pods con-alned
one or two beans, and a very few
had three seeds. Only the “threes”
were saved for seed and trhe pro-
cess was continued till three be-
came the normal number in the
pod. Ten or eleven years on to that
have made four beans in the pod
quite common, with na’ire sport-
ing a “five’ sometimes: but a check
to the grow!lh of the plant nr a
bad season may cause a throwbaci
to a lower number. There is a par-
able In that if one only nad enough
imagination to give it form,

I have gone rather rosely into
the culture of the Broad Bean, be-
cause, first it is a nutriticus and
tasty food; and second, because I
hope to have a little, a very little,
high class seed to give away In the
fall. 8o preserve this no‘e, if you
are interested.

NOTES ON ISLAND PLANTS
The Cucurbitarcae,

This Family takes its name from
Cucurbita, an old Latin name for
& cucumber or some sort of a
gourd. Strictly speaking this ‘s not
a cucumber country, for, ali>ough
we can grow them easily enough in
our summer season, taeir seeds
cannot stand our winter, and must
be kept in a frost-pronf place till
next planting time, Our Balsam
Apple or Wild Cucurnber. Echin
ocystis lobata, the only one of the
family claimed as naturalized, has
no such failing, but seems origin-
ally to have escaped from some
garden, and to have reprocduced it-
self by self-sown seeds. The plant
is exuberant in growth when given
the advantage of rich moist soil.
and is often used for covering
trellls, arbors, and similar struc-
tures. The hard flav seeds were
strung together for oeads by ihe
American Indians, The plant itself
was known to the Omahas as
“Watangtha,” which means {iie
“Ghost melon,”

The Clmpnnu'uceu

The wonderfully numerous “B'ue-
bell family” has, strange to say.
but one representative in this Pro-
vince; the Creeping Bellflower,
C 5 D loides. It Was
found by Prof. Herbert Groh, when
he made a Weed Survey of the Is-
land in 1926, It is the rootstock
that does {i:e creeping, by means
of subterranean stolons. The rather
slender stem may reach a height of
two feet and - bears a one-sided
(secund) raceme of large bright
blue flowers, the lowest of which
opens first, (It is necessary to
notice this as some species are very
similar in appearance, but the top-
most flower opens first). The home
of this bellflower was originally in
western Siberia,

KERGUELEN ISLAND

If you take a map of the world
and examine the space between the
southern tip of Africa and the
south polar regions, you will find
several groups of islands forming
an irregular chain, These are
Prince Edward Island, with its
companion Marjon Is.; Crozet Is.;
Amsterdam Is.; and 8t. Paul Is.
Below Amsterdam Is, lies Kergue-
len Is., and still further south Mc-
Donald Is. Most of these are in-
cluded in the British Empire,
though it is probable that they have
no permanent inhabitants. Admir-
alty and other soundings have
proved that below these islands lies
a high submarine plateau, of which
the islands ti'emselves are the
higher peaks, that have escaped
the general subsidence at some
prehistoric date, Proof of this is to
be found in the similarity in the
flora and fauna of the islands; and
1t 1s romarkable that their vegeta-
tion has an affinity with that of
Africa, as 8ir J. D. Hooker long
ago pointed out: if anything it
resembles that of South Americal

Kerguelen Island has many re-
mains of petrified forests, mute
evidence of a warmer climate than
it now possesses. It is plainly vol-
canic in its origin, and indeed an
active crater and some hot springs
are said to ex'st on the south-wst
of the island, But the climate is
not now favorable to permanent
vegetation and Kerguelen, when
first discovered (1772 was given the
alternative name of Desolation Is-
land, by which it is still occassion-
ally known. It lies within the belt of
a cons‘ant “rainy season”; it has
no drying winds, and its tempera-
ture is kept down bv the presence
of a vast expanse of sea and the
cold Antarctic drift. Tempests
and squalls are frequent, and the
weather is rarely calm, With all
there d'sadvantages, Sir J. D.
Hooker found twenty-seven species
of flowering plants, and perhaps
two hundred specles of ferns,
mosses, and lichens, maintainine
themselves on “Desolation Island.”
Bird life, being undisturbed by
animals or fiumans, abound; and
some of the specles are said to be
peculiar to the Island. There are
many forms of insect life, but the

maintain

only animals able to
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“Now, we are in clover.’ Wher-
ever this saying may have come
from, there never was a time wnen
it was more true than these mid-
summer days of July.

When we think of clover, our
minds recall a tumble lttle plant
with its head of florets and the
three-fold arrangement of leaflets
and perhaps, the strange whimsi-
cal superstition of the four-leafed
clover which has caused many a
childish search for this symbol o:
gocd luck, Little do the happy
finders realize that this much-
soug!.t-for trophy is really a freak
of nature, fcr the authentic clove:
is so obviously divided into three
that it has become an emblem of
the Trinity,

It is sald that when Saint Pat-
rick visited Ireland he was once
pressed to explain his doctrine of
the Trinity, Stooping down he pics-
ed a leaf from a plant at his feet
and held it up. It is generally be-
lieved that this plant was a sham-
rock, and ever since we have had
the three-leafed < :.amrock as the
emblem of the Emerald Isle, I
suppose had it happened that the
good saint had found at his fee a
clover plant and held its leaf aloft,
then the country's emblem would
have been the clover—with equal
significance.

There are in Canada many
species of clover. The best known is
perhaps the beautiful red clover.
Whole acres are grown for fodder,
so that its large purple, ratt:er thai.
red, flowers and ample foliage is u
common sight throughout the
country.

Another common variely is als'k2
clover, Like red, it is cultivated ex-
tensively, but can be easily distin-
guished from red by its rose-tinted
flowers, Alsike is the most fragrant
of the family. I recall one summer
day driving along a road with an
outdoor friend. Suddenly he 2x-
claimed “smell the alsike,” and &t
that moment across the road from
a nearby field came rich sweet fra-
grance of this clover as it might b2
a warm wholesome breath of a
summer day.

Then there is white clover—a low
pretty little plant win its white
head—differing from the others in
having its head of flowers on a
separate stem instead of a leafy
one,

Two varieties of clover are known
as hop clovers, and though :they
grow much the same as the others,
their yellow flowers at once distin-
guish them.

But these are all summer clovers.
tn September, on the hillsides and
sandy glades Is a low variety. It
has no bright colors, but its tri-
foliate leaves at once mark it as a
varlety, Its most conspicuous
characteristic s the woolly flower-
heads which look like nothing so
much as a rabbit’s foot. Hence the
apt name, rabbit's foot clover.
And of course we ought to men-
tion the sweet clovers, both white
and yellow, those lofty weeds which
grow so densely in neglected fields,
Though they are not really true
clovers, we can at once see the
family resemblance. There was a
time not so long ago when ihe
sweet clovers were considered bad
weeds, but now are valued as en-
silage and harvested as such.
wWould that we could find such im-
portant use for all the luxuriant
weeds which so abundantly encum-
ber the land.

Whether red, white, alsike, hop,
rabbit’s foot, or the so-called sweet
clover, all have the same style of
flowering; a head of tiny irregular
florets and the wellknown distine-
tive arrangement of three leafles
on the stem. So it was by the mer-
est ¢iance that good Saint Patrick
plucked and lifted up to fame the
insignificant little-known sham-
rock, instead of the useful extensive

themselves, are marine, such as
seals, sea leopards and sea ele-
phants. It s doubtful whether

these animals exist in any number
now, since the island is a resort of
the whalers, a notorlously destruc-
tive folk. These visit the island to
renew their water supply from its
springs and to orocure the Kergue-
len Island Cabbage. (Pringlea an-
tiscorbutica) whose specific name
commemorates its use against that
old-t'me scourge of the mariner
sourvy, This plant looks like a gar-
den cabbage and is found in no
ofter part of the world.

The island is of fair size, 83 miles
long and 79 broad at its widest
part. Many shipwrecks have occurr-
ed in th's region and some‘imes
sailors have been forced to winter
on this inhospitable land. I hope
to refer to the narrative of such
a castaway shortly,

C. N. R. REVENUES

MONTREAL, Que,. July 16. —The
gross revenues for the all inolusive
Canadian National Railwavs for tie
week ending July 14th, 1041, were
45 543,009 as compared with $5.494.~
501 for the same week of 1940, An
inchease of $49.408 or cne ner cent

1. ON D O N—(CP-—The govern-
ment his avpealed to country
women to take surplus fruit to
Jam making centres rather than
allow it to rot in the flelds because

family which we now know as the )
[ clovers, T
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TIMELY NOTES ON TOPICS
CONNECTED WITH i :
Silver Fox Farming

Figs are very extensively und
cheapiy grown in California ano
have been highly recommenaed as
an adjunct to the diet of silver fox-
es. In certain parts of Russia dur-
ing the hot months dried figs some-
limes form the complete diet, su an
experiment was undertaken to see
whether a fox could live on a dict

cent ration of dried figs for a per-
iod of several months during which
period he grew a decent coat of
fur and later during the same test
period mated and produced pups. 1f
we could buy figs as cheaply as our
American neighi uw&,xould cer-
tainly be a good addd o tne
10xes’ diet.

Quite a controversy has been go-
ing on as to whether the testing
of the sperm of a male with the
microscope truly indicates potency
or impotency. Dr. Seth Osborne of
Minnesota is of the opinion that the
reascn for finding dead sperm 1n
the female may be due to an acid
cendition which will kill the sperm
rapidly.

A great many doctors who have
studied the causes of barrenness
humans put it aown to acidity ana
give a treatment of injections of a
solution of bicarbonate of soda, We
unders.and experiments along this
line have been carried out with val-
uable foxes with the result that
they bred and produced litters.

Frank Gauthier, whose mink are
considered among the tops in the
United States for pelt values or
show purposes, 1s of the opinicn
that too much ground green bone n
the ration during the gestation per-
icd is liable to produce oversize kiis
making whelping very difficult, This
may be true in some fox ranches us
well where large quantities of pone
are fed, but in this province where
moest of the meats are cold storage
it is not likely to be the case

Recent surveys of the fur indusiry
in the United States show that
there were 22,52/ sllver 10XES Dio=
duced. during 1940. It is estima‘ed
that the producticn of silver foxes
in Canada was in the vicinily cf
160,000,

Dr. Gassner of the Colorado Agr!-
cultural College addressed a meeting
of fur breeders in Denver recently,
his subject being, “Loss of Pups ut
Birth,” in which facts were brought
out that marked a leng step toware's
claritication of the subject. Tacse
facts were—that primary cause
for lcss of pups at birth or a few
days af is due to a toxic
condition of the female developed
during pregnancy and reaching 1is
climax at whelping. It further ap-
pears that this toxemia 1s developed
primarily through faulty elimin-
ation. Some facis brought out indi-
cated clearly that faulty elimination
had been carried to the point of
rather acute constipation. It is easy
to see that this acute condition
might readily result in toxemia in
the pups before birth and toxic
milk in the vixen, either of which
might be fatal to the pups, and if
both there would be a very slim
chance for the pups to survive. Fur-
ther steps were brought out that
gave reason to substantiate ‘his
ccnelusion, namely; certain vixens
whelping towards the last end of the
season on some ranches where the
losscs have been heavy were ad-
ministered a laxative oll and put
on a laxative diet prior to whelping
these vixens came through with
normal litters.

Dr. Gassner pointed out that final
conclusions cannot be arrived at u-
il another breeding season. It ap-
pears, however, to be a nutritiona
problem where ingredients in _tce
ration may be so seriously unplaced
in ratio that the result is faulty
elimination in varying degrees. It
does not appear that pup losseés were
greater from proven breeders than
from pup vixens, The suggesiion
was offered that fur farmers should
see to it that vixens during preg-
nancy be fed a ration that promotes
free and normal elimination. This is
just plain common sense. mere
simplified diet in feeding would be
better. Many diets are entirely
c‘;nsimlex. with the met result—con-
fusion,

leton Deederer of Miami

'

shark oil which is very rich in vit-
amin A. The Dcotor found that
lack of vitamin A was found to bLe
associated with grey hair in every
case scwuaied. Sometimes the reserve
' of vitamin A is depleed aue Lo in-
fecticns., When s is the case the
administraon of shark oil removes|
the cause, The test was made wih
a vitamin A sccpe in the following
manner—A person’s vision was ex-
Josed to a brignt light and the tirme |
taken for the vision to return to
normal after shutting off the bright
light exposure compared with th.at
of normal vision which would be
about four , In severe cases
of lack of vitamin A it took thirty
. After the degree of effic-
iency had been determined prcper
dcsages of the oil were administered.

The above may not interest s
because we are not locking for black
on our silver foxes paruacularly, but
t is no question that a detic-
iency of vitamin A leaas to serious
trouble wich silver ioxes such as in-
flammation of the eyes, nervous
iwitching of che head and other
manifestations. We think the first
indications of such a deliciency are

, but it would

few Drov.
in| be well to look out for them and if

they appear one would have to fecd
cod liver oil, potent in vitamin A,
vegetanles such as carrots and cther
vilamin A factors. .

Last winter we remember reading
where a laay doctor in Calitornia
had oarried out experiments with
foxes in which she deprived them of
vitamin B with the result that they
showed no dark characteristics, in
iact were -of a platinum type. 1t was
| therefore admitted that vitamin B
. was the factor conwolling grey hair.
' Prebably both vitamins have somes
thing to do with it, or it may be a
case of sclentists just jumping at
conclusions,

D. Gantenbein and Sons cperate
| a muskrat ,arm near Reawing, Min-
| nesota, and are suing the United

States in the Iederal court ior
| 5200000 damages because they clam
that vhe government lcck and gate

near kedwing nas virtually rum.d| Woman's Creed. Roll call was ans-

(nelr adicining properiy and they

Lraisal commission in a condemna-|

wistrict court,.

At the annual meeting of the
Mink Bieeaers Association of the
United States held in  Cnicago, a
uiscussion tock the lines of nolding
| auwn production, It was stated that
the one thing which gives value (o
mink is the exclusiveness of the
article. If this is disturbed by over-
preduction che value will be lower-
ed to an unpredictable point. That
| is what happened to silver fox.
| ‘theretore the expansion of whe
mink industry should be in the pro-
auction cf belter average quality in-
stead of in the production of great-
er numbers of pelts ‘'The higher
producidon of mediocre pelts by ‘re
industry creates a factor of self de-
struction.

expand production.

next few years are going to be very

reasonable to expect that thev would
be very highly profitable ¢nes, Eath
and everyone of us should endeavor
to cull out our poorer grades, keen-
ing the idea of improvement ever
| betore our minds so that when nor-
i mal times come back we will have a
good herd to expand with if expan-
sicn seems the proper thing,

Omar Brager-Larsen of Norway,
who introduced Norwegian platinum
foxes to the United States, is plan-
ning to become a citizen of the U.
S. A. He will be a valuable citizen
to acquire as he has what it takes
to make fox pelts famous,

Fur of Canada, published in Win-
nipeg, June number, has just comne
to hand. It is the annual breeders
number and is a credit to the pub-
lishers, There is a splendid article
by Dr. R. H. MacDonald giving ad-
vice to platinum breeders, an ar-
ticle on Deficiency Diseases of Fox-
es Produced by Feeding Fish. We
believe the fish referred to is fresh
fish and the deficiency 1s repaired
by feeding vitamin B contained in
Brewers veast. The disease is known

Dr. Car! y
Florida, writing in the Medical
World, states that human grey hn:rl
can be restored to black or natur-|
al color The treatment consists in

taking adequate daily amounts of

as Chastek paralysis and is mani-
fested bv_total or partial loss of use
of hind legs—Market Requiremen's
of Mink—Mink Men Hear the Call
to Arms—Modern Fox Mutations, by

are appealing the award of an ai-| blocks for a refugee quilt, and there

ucn suit before the United States of previous meeting were read and

e T Mrs
What is true of mink is true of tee., 1 Mrs. J. B. MacKay
dIver Tox: booeding, W6 should en- | od nirs. Wal
deavor to improve our herds rath:r| call, A bock I have read from
than to The| Carnegle Library.”

critical omes and it would be un-|on by Mrs, Hughes and prize won

DE-LOUSE FOXES With

Lice

o Ants
Fleas

Aphids
Bedbugs

Crab Lice
Potato Bugs
CabbageWorms
Mex. Bean Beetles

FleaKiller
Trads

. G5

Bert Avery, a synopsis of which v:as
alven 1n tnese colwnns a iew weeks
agV — DO.toler Ulgadlizavion ana
swanch management — Poinls a
Flaulwm orecaer saould consiaer—
vitamin A Dedlclency in Suver roX-
es—r'ul tarm Organization Work in
wadlaula — Ml £iOQlems — are
sume ¢l the leaaing arucles in uais
1ine puolication, ‘Lnere are many
good cuts of loxes, IOsuy Wwilie-
.ace, plauinum types ana advertises
ments by the leading. oreeders of
W1€se New crosses, among them our
friend A K. “Olie” McNeill, ¥ur o
Lanada agaress ls Mcintyre Buid
mg, winnipeg.

During the last few days we met
a number of ranchers who wore a
very happy expression, They were
cusvomers of the P, E. I Fur Pool
Lid., sSummersice, and had received
checks frecm tnat organization sign-
ed ny Peter G. Clark, its President,
we understand the paymenls were
sor pelts shipped to London, returns
of which recently came through al-
tnough the goods were disposed of
sometime ago. Some checks that
landed in the vicinity of Charlotte-
town snowed individual pelts sold
or over $80. Nice work Peter!

Ccngratulations to  George A,
Calibeck on the showing mace by
his three year old pacer Jack Clyde,
wno furnished one of the biggest
surprises of the Kensington race
meet Wednesday when he romped
home the first heat in 2.24}%, which
incidentally  places him_  in  the
standard list for pacers. No one had
any idea that this beautiful young
pacer could tramp in anything ike
that notch. He received al nis
training and was driven by owner
George.

SPRINGFIELD W. L

The June meeting of the Spring-
field W. L. was held at the home f
Mrs. Clarence Haslam, The presid-
ent, Mrs. A Hughes presided and
opened the meeting with the Club

wered by 18 members passing in

were three visitors present. Minu‘es
adopted.

Report of District Nurses’ vislt to
the school was read also correspond-
ence {rom Empire Tea Co and Insii-
tute Dept. It was deciced to send
for scme recipe books and Mrs. F.
W. E. Haslam and Mrs. N. J Sin-
clair were appointed delegates to the
annual meeting.

After some discussion it was de-
cided to purchase material for
quilts, ete.. and Mrs. George Haslamn
invited the members to meet at her
home for a quilting the following
Wednesday.

Tea committee, Hostess, Mrs, F.
W' E. Haslam, Mrs. R. E. Howard
and Mrs. Irving Haslal

Institute for July meeting. Program
committee, Mrs. Ernest Haslam and
Dunning, Refreshment com-

Mrs. Walter MacKenzle. %ﬁ!l
e
Program consisted of contest put

bv Mrs. George Haslam and MIs.

Ernest Haslam.

Meeting closed  with National

Anthem snd lunch was served bv

't_h_ose in charge.

EEEEEEEEEERE

WOOL WANTED

Ship your wool to

CONDONS WOOLLEN MILLS
Charlottetown

And receive highest mar-
ket price.

Money paid on receipt of
wool.

Wool must be well washed,
all burdocks and dirt picked
out.

Freight paid on 100 pounds.

m,
Mrs. Ernest Haslam invited the|
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BY MR. LUDLOW JENKINS

NATURAL RESOURCES
MARSHFIELD,
WOODCOCK

Numerically, woodcock hunters

are far below those who hunt for
ducks and geese, This is fortunate,
as the ‘timber doodle,” like other
shorebirds, is single-brooded, nests
on the ground, and lays only four
eggs. Its nesting preferences sub-
Ject it to many natural enemics
and to the vagaries of weather con-
ditions, It bas a somewhat limited
range, chiefly east of the Mississ-
ippi River. Although known to
breed in Louisiana and other
southen States, most of the birds
are produced on nesting grounds in
Pennsylvania, New York, New Eng-
land and the Maritime Provinces.
It is an anomaly of distribution,
probably not generally known, tha.
during the winter months thi
specles is heavily concentrated i1
Loulslana and western Mississippi.
A few may be found at that season
also In Florida, Georgia, the Caro-
linas, and even as far north as the
| Potomac River, but probably as
much as 75 percent of the popula-
rtion is concentrated in the lower
Mississippl Valley. The situation is
parallel to {hat of the blue goose,
and Loulsiana is the custodian of
both these valuable species in win-
ter.

The fall flight of woodcock, in
199, was good and it appeared that
the supply of birds was up to, or
even above, the average for the
past few years. Then came the ab-
normal weather conditions of Jan-
uary 1940, with snow and freezing
weather extending deep into the
South, even to the Gulf coast. In
southern Louisiana the ground was
reported frozen in many places to
a depth of 3 inches, and (s con-
dition persisted for 10 days or long-
er. For a bird that obtains its
food by probing in soft ground
these conditions could only prove
disastrous, Unfortunately, this oc-
curred at the time of the open sea-
son in that State, January 1 to 31.
As a result, in addition to untold
numbers of birds that unquestion-
ably died of starvation, hundreds
were killed in bag limits by hun-

ters, When they learned of the con-
dition of the birds, many sports-
men refrained from further shoot-
ing, but many others, disregarding
the ethics of sportsmanship, con-
tinued day after day to stioot the
weakened birds. While Federal
game-management personnel was
not adequate to cover the en're
area, biologists of the Survey,
game management agents, and the
regional director concentrated their
activities in Louisiana. Very little
of the killing was found to be ille-
gal, although reports were received
that the birds were being sold os
the streets.

It was obvious, however, that the
loss was very heavy, and as the
northward migration got under way
all field personnel of the Bureau
were instructed to maintain a close
watch and to report their findings.
Reports to the number of 72 were
received from e Atlantic and
Mississippi Flyways. Only 9 of the
observers could detect any increase
over the spring flight of 1939, while
29 reported  decreases, usually
neavy. The remaining 34 observers
could detect no change but, signi-
ficantly, most of them are situated
in areas where the species is
never common.

Particularly important are the
May reports from the cooperative
research stations in Pennsylvania
and Maine, where the woodcock is
a major subject of investigailon.
The breeding grounds studied by
these units showed decreases of 40
and 375 percent, respectively, under
the populations of 1939. The blolo-
gist of the Atlantlc Flyway, work-
ing in New Brunawick, Nova Scotia,
and Prince Edward Island, reported
a somewh.at reduced population in
that important breeding district.

In a few areas, notably in New
York, reports were received of nor-
mal numbers of woodcock. It can-
not be denled, however, that the
1940 breeding population of this
species has been redurd through
a combination of hunting and ab-
normal weather conditions.

(To Be Continued)

this year.
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Haying and Spraying
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The prospects of good crops and
PRICES are better than for many years and
the question of help, on account of the war, is
becoming acute. The farmer,
pay particular aitention to his farm implements
For those who have a B Tractor we
have a mounted mower w
For those who use-horses we have a few recon-
ditioned mowers in excellent condition. Also a
few new 9 ft. & 10 ft. rakes at attractive prices.

Our line of new sprayers consists of 200 gal.
6 row; 100 gal. 4 and 6 row at last year’s prices.

HIGH

therefore should

hich merits inspection.

We have also a few used 100 gal. 4 row Hall
sprayers, thoroughly reconditioned in our own
factory, at bargain prices.

CALL AND IN-

THE HALL MFG. CO., LTD.

Summerside and Charlottetown

By George McManus
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DO ME GOOD - THERE 1S
IKE THE AIR IN
NOTHIN' LIKE v
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POPEVE IS STILL
DOWN IN THE
LOCER, WATING
FOR DAW JONES

of insufficient sugar te preserve it.

[WHEN IT WAS A TADPOLE H-MI'AN SURELY, YOU MERMAIDS
IT HAD NO-ER -FEET EX-TADPOLE? COULD LEARN SOME-

OR ANKLES OR THING FROM \

KNEES? TADPOLES 2 ‘
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