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Serious Agricultural

Situation Analyzed
In .’lll_me Budget Debate

Farm, Fishery, Financial And

Other Issues Reviewed In
Speech By Mr. H. F. McPhee.

Following is a continuation of the
report of the address by Mr, H. P.
MacPhee in the Budget Debate,
Provincial Legislature, on April 8:

“1 sugeg " said Mr. McPhee,
“that there are two important con-
iderations which should guide us
s debate and on the Estimates.
t, the state of the country;
what public services are required,
what is the condition of our mdus-
tries and our people; what indus-
"85 réequire assi and to what
extent are we capable of providing
it. Secondly, the record of thig Gov-
ernment in meeting its obligations
to the taxpayers. I suggest that
neither of these prospects are happy
for us to contemplate,

*The state of the country in this
province depenas prim-
arily on the condition of agri-
culture. We have the fisheries, and
of course the condition of the fish-
eries is no happler than the cond:-
fcultur
1lture

depressed, then

the wi
healthy

suffers. I do not think I
need say anything to convince you
that agriculture is at the moment
in a most wnhealthy condition.
That is a matter over which there
is no dispute, We know that the
farmers are to a great extent pro-
ducing at a loss, that they are eat-
ing up the little bit of ocapital that
they have been able to put aside.”

“The problem of the farmers,”
Phee continued, “is not lack
duction bwb lack of a market,
Since that is the case, there is
some question whether the local De-
partment of Agriculture, whose ac-
tivities seem primarily direcled to-
ward increased production, may be
working at cross purposes to the
rea] diificulties which confront our
farmers,

“When the war broke out the Do-
minion Government at once took
steps to protect the oonsumers
throughout Canada,” he said.
“There was a Price Oontrol Board
set up and its pw was to safe-
guard the ordinary citizen against
exploitation of the prices of things
which he would consume, This arti-
gc!el depression of prices is adverse-

conswmer, 0 i was duty of the
Government 0 aot ﬁ &nwmt-
fon of the s

Price Pegging

“The Dominion Government is
doing that in some directiops
know thet it & doing so in
ter of wheat the on&
The price of butter was pegged at
& certain figure so that it would
not go any higher, and now the
Government has under eonsidera-

tion the ing of the price #0
that it not go below a certain
figure. ocan be done in ref-

erence to butter and wheat, and i
it is good business to do 80, it seems
to me that it should be good bus-
iness to do it in reference to the
other commodities produced by our
farmers.

‘“Under existing eonditions they
arc producing at a loss, You ocam~
not ask them 4o continue doing so.
It is not a question of patriotism at
all. It is put up to the farmer that
it is his patriotic duty to produce
pork at a price that has been set
in Great Britain, But ¥ is not a
question of willl ess; it is & ques-
tion of ebility, 18 no use asking
men to produce pork at a loss if
this course will drive them into
insolvency. If it is a patriotic duty
to produce pork for the British
market at the price which has been
agreed—and I believe it is—then it
is a duty which rests not on the
farmers alone but on every oitizen
of Canada, My submission is that
the duty of the Dominion Govern-
ment is to set a minimum price for
pork, graduated in natural zones ac-
cording to the cost of production;
because I belleve the Western farm-
€rs can produce much more cheap-
7 the price set by the Government
should be calculated to give farm-
T 2ction  of Canada a
nable profit just as in dealing
those people who have war
contracts. Let them deal with the
I:}.'mvr in the same way in the sale
ol PO

ork to Britain, and let the dif-
nce be made up by the Domin-
14as a whole, so that the respons-
i v to assist Britain will be
shared by all the people of Canada
a:1d not merely by the farmers, who
gannot afford to do it.

Provinelal Effort Required

that

“There i  not much
1 directly

ice can do

the
in this

matier, but I suggest to the Prem-
ler and his advisors that it is their
duty to put {t up to the Dominion
Government, and insist, in co-
operation with the other proviacial
governments, esphecially the Mari-

time

gove

. that scme action
‘N nst only with reference to
but other commodities as

be taken
pork
well.

Mr.

McPhee also suggested that

vineial gituation is un- (
unsound, and the whole ¢

uld be closer cooperation |

a nice letter to Mr. King, as one

Liberal Premier to another, is not | affect potatoes. For

going to help them very much.
There are only three Premiers in
Canada- who are not Liberal in the
strong political sense. But now is
the time to disregard that situation.
I suggest that even if the attitude
you take brings difficulty—political
difficulty — and disturbs the Do-
minion Government, that is the
way it must be handled. Nice polite
letters  from one gocd Liberal to
another Liberal are of little avail.

Premier Campbell: “Do you think
my letter was too polite?”

Mr. McPhee: ‘Yes, I think it
should have been a vigorous one.”

Continuing, Mr. McPhee quoted
furiher from the correspondence,

Minister's reply that “low prices on
potatoes were hard to avoid be-
cause of increased acreages

and |
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That is something, I think that
s.‘:.ouk‘ix ne}'er be uigt 1 think thuw-
ever hopeless a pubkc man feels,
he should be able to say a word of
hope to those who look to him for
guidance, and mot take the pessi-
mistic view.

Hon. Mr, Dennis: “It is true.”

Mr, McPhee: “That is
finmed opinion, that he will stan
to in the broad hours of daylight'
And other members of the Govern-
ment have suggested that we could
stand a debt twice as great, This is
based on the theory that the per
capita debts of other provinces are
greater than ours. Of course there

Premier Campbell: “I think Mr.
King definitely stated that the po-
tato market had nothing
with the war.”

Mr, McPhee: “We know it is to a
great extent affected by the situa-
tion in reference to fertilizer; and
we know that the situation in ref-
erence to fertilizer is a war situa-
tion, And I think the general dis-
turbance {n commodity prices would
instance, the
price of wheat had something to do
with the price of potatoes. I think
Mr, King is making a statement
which he would be unable to sup-
Elort if he says that the situation

reference to potatoes is not one
that s attributable to the war,

Fishermen’s Problems

The unfortunate position in which
our gismrmen find themselves is
also regrettable. The chairman of
the Fishermen's Loan Board (Hon.
Mr, Cox) referred to this situation
Of course, the mere fact that we
have to provide the fishermen with
loans, and that the chairman says

| (Guardian, April 5) noting Prime ! they are not near]g great enough,
e

suggests at once t actual condi-
tion of the fisheries. Because if
there was a healthy condition, this

yields in Canada and the United | Fishermen's Loan Beard would not
States, Potatoes were largely mark- | be needed here at all.

eted domestically, and it might be
that some voluntary limitation of
production might help.

“That is as far as Mr, King could\

offer suggestions to cure toe de-
pressed condition of agriculture in
this Province, ‘Don’t grow quite so
many potatoes.”

Mr. King’s Attitude

Continuing from the correspon-
dence, Mr. McPhee read: The
phenomenal increase in Canada's
hog population had made it im~
perative that any new agreement
with the British Food Ministry
should provide an outlet for larger
quantities of pork, even if prices
wti;o somewhat lower, Mr. King
said.

“Mr, King suggests there that an
effort would have to be made by
the Dominion Governmexnt to have
the British Government agree to
an increase in the'amount of pork
%o be supplied, even if we had to

10 @ lower price. I don’t think

. King was really cognisant of
the situation, because I notice
recently Mr. Gardiner's announce-
ment that a further large quantity
of pork was to be taken, and I
gather from the tone of the an-
nouncement that i was not any
representation made by him, but
rather that it eame from the British
authorities, >

“I don’t think Mr, Gardiner made
any announcement as to prices in
reference to pork; but if Mr, King
%fht,—-it the price

increasing

where our

at some profit, goes down below
where it has been — then of course
everything I have said in regard to
the situation is more strongly em-

And T am afraid the money which
my hon. friend the Premier is go-
ing o furnish by way of a bonus is
not going to relieve the situation
very much. It may pay the farmer's
tobacco tax—if he does not smoke
too much, .

“Mr. King says further in
oorrespondence with our Premier:
From the outset of the war the
Federal Agricultural Department
thiad emphasized marketing diffi-
culties, but there had been un-
warranted expansion in the produc-
tiom of some products. The course
of the present war and the extens-
jon of the blockade to the whole
continent of Europe, have created a
tremendous problem for Canada be-
cause of our large exportable sur-
plus of agricultural products, In a
sense, through the loss of markets
in eontinental Europe, the Canadian
farmers have become casualties of
the present war.

‘“That again suggests to me,” sald
Mr, McPhee, ‘“a confirmation in
principle of everything which I have
said. This is a situation in reference
to agriculture which is not peculiar
to this Provaice, I am told that in
some of the best farming districts
in Ontarlo, farmers are selling out
and getting away from their farms
and leaving them vacant. Apparent-
ly Mr. King regards it as a national
problem and as a result of loss of
markets he says our farmers have
already become casualties in
war,

A Logical Conclusion

“We know what Canada’s attitude

“In referring to the appointment
of the board for the handling of
canned lobsters the hcn, member
spoke with approval. About this I
have no exact knowledge, of course,
but I read a report in the news-
papers and questions put by Mr.
Hatfield in the House of Ccmmons
in regard to the operation of tiis
board, together with the answers
tabled by Hon. Mr. Michaud, Min-
istr{ of Fisheries,

It was asked: ‘How many cases
of canned lobsters were handled
during the 1940 season through tiwe
government grading and purchasing
depot at Charlottetown.’ ‘The
answer was: ‘Total number of cas-
es received, 2,556, Acceptances, 250;
Graded, refused by packer, 880;
Rejections 1,426.

It was asked: ‘How many cases
were passed in each of the follow-
ing grades: (a) grade A; (b) grade
B; (¢) grade C; (d) grade C minus.’
The answer was: “Grade A, nil;
Grede B nil: Grade B minus, 100
cases; Grade ¢ minus, 50 cases,

“Two things struck me in refer-
ence to these answers; either the
depot was not operating properly
when this would be the result, or it
is a terrible reflection on the
Fisheries Department of the Do-
minlon and of this Province that
out of 2,656 cases only 250 were
passed, and those in the lowest
grades which can be accepted.
Somebody is to blame, and I say
that it is a reflection either on the
operation of the depot or oa the
Provincial or Federa] Departments
in reference to the operation of the
canneries,

i Premier Campbell: Not necessar-

y.

Mr.
of both.”

Premier Campbell: “Those are
two horns of an imaginary dilema”.

Mr, McPhee: To what else would
it be attributed?

Premier Campbell: The technical
requirements of the United States
market,

: “Or a combination

suggest that the technica] require-

ments of the United States market| but that is not thé real test.
were not ascertained until the goods '

to do

15 no parison at all, The abil.
ity to carges per capita debt de-
pends on resources of the prove
ince. The debts of some of the prov-
inces were incurred in the pur-
chase and development of certain
assets; hydro, mines, forests, elo,
But we have nothing of this kind to
set off against our debt. Who is
going to pay it? Assuming that the
Minister of Agriculture is wrong,
and that our people are to have
still some vigor and hope left in
them, how are they going to pay it
off? The money must come fiom
the farmers, from the top four |
inches of the soil, as a late Prem-
ier of this Province used to say. I
is because we must look substantial-
ly to that one basic industry alone
for the restoration of our proper
financial position, that the situa-

his con- | of

McPhee recalled that the Govern-
Bt o, 6
travelling oo

of that was spent on supply of gas-
oline and oil for one car, 'lzhe Min-
ister’s car is a fairly new one and
the repairs would be g trifling mat-
ter, It seems to me that som
else has dipping into this
account, and that cars other than
the Minister's car are being sup-
| plied with gasoline and oil and
servicing through the department.
I mention this by way of illustra-
tion of the many things which can
be found in the Public Works report
and the lic Accounts, to em-
phasize what I have been saying,
“We find that last year the work
of the Public Works Department
was verfs materially curtailed, This
year it is the express policy of the

capital expenditure, That should
mean, of course, that we could get

that department than was neces-

tlon is so grave, “We find the debt [ssary during those years when large

is growing year by year, and that
almost one-half of it was incurred |
under the legdership of thie present
Premier.”

Public Apathy

Continuing, Mr. McPhee said
that a few years ago the prospect
of such a debt would have caused
general alarm throughout the Prove
ince. The people today, unfortunate-
ly, have ome accustomed to it.
They used to ask, ‘Do -you think
there will be a surplus this year?
Now they just wonder how big the
deficit is going to be. This situatioa,
he added, has been brought about in
part by highway expenditures and
in part by too muctr extravagance
in the various departments,

“The leader of the Opposition
said Mr, McPhee, made reference
to the sinking funds, particularly to
the sum of $80,000 which was with-
drawn from the sinking fund re-
serve in order to cut down the sink-
ing fund appropriation for the past
year and reduce the deficit.

Premier Campbell: “It « was not
withdrawn.”

Mr., McPhee: “Transferred from
the sinking fund reserve to help
provide for the sinking fund ap-
propriation for the year 1940”.

Premier Camphell: “That was
tlie purpose of the reserve.”

Mr, McPhee: “It should not have
been withdrawn, All the sinking
funds including the reserve beforel
the withdrawa] were entirely inade- !
quate, The sinking fund provision
as applied to this $80,000 on the
basis of the funded debt is only
about 1 1-2 per cent. You will agree
when you consider the average
term of bonds that that appropria-
tion is greatly inadequate.

“It is admitted that a 3 per cent.
sinking fund in respect to & twenty
year bond is in itself inadequate.
But a number of these ds are
for short terms, and the sinking
fund appropriation for a short term
should be proportionately greater,
because the purpose of the ap-
propriation is to have funds
meet the bond when it matures.

“Suppose the $80,000 had not
been transferred from the sinking
funds for this particular purpose,
the appropriation would have been
roughly $200,000. That is slightly
over 2 per cent. on the total fund-
ed debt, and that is still grossly in-
adequate. The Premier says tha‘
there was justice in making the

| basis of the percentage required by
Mr, McPhee: “Does the Premier | the specific statute, the amount was

transfer from the reserve because,
according to the appropriation on the

more than sufficient, That is u'ﬁxe.
he
provision had beea made; the

to | be

came into market? Or that there momey had been set aside; it had
was no attempt by this Department | been put in reserve. It comstituted
and the Federal Department to see | part of the sinking funds. With it
whether local canneries ccmpiiedi there, the sinking funds were inade-
with the regulations?” quate, and yet, in order to make 2

Premier Campbell: “It wouldn't| better :howing om the Current ac-
pay them to comply with them.” count, it was withdrawn: If that

Mr. McPhee: “Then what is the | had mot been done the showing on
use of the Board, if you are running | Current Account would have been
it simply to set up a scale of re-| $80,000 worse than jt actually was.
quirements with which packers can-

not comply and with which it won’t
pay them to comply? What is the
use of it? It seems to me to be
absolutely senseless,

1(Pre-nruem Campbell did not re-
ply.)

Wartime Industries

Dealing with war time industries,
Mr. McPhee said the construction of

was done for that specific purpose.
It was not done in the regular way
of financing. We find proof of this
in the fact that the Estimates last
year contained a sinking fund ap-

what the Government figured would

' Real Deficit Camouflaged
“It suggests itself to me that this

propriation of $267,000. That is

be set aside as sinking fund when

they asked us to vote Supply last | ed

the airports at Charlottetown and | year. If that amount had been set
St. Eleanor’s could hardly be placed | aside, the ordinary deficit would

in this category, betause they were |
presumably  located here  for |
strategic purposes. “We would hard-
ly argue,”, he said, “that they were |
put here for political purposes. That
would be a reflection on the min-
isters Involved. These airports are
here because it is comsidered the
most suitable place to have them. |
We have no war industries except

has been and should be to our war 1 one little one which came since the
casualties,. We know that the Do-! House met. We tabled a question on

minlon will at once provide
them because they are war casual-
tles. Mr. King admits that agricul-
ture is a war casualty and I sub-
mit that agriculture in this Prov-
ince is harder hit than in any
other provinice of Canada, But if
agriculture is & war casualty, then
it is perfectly logica] and reason~
able that some extraordinary pro-
vision be made in reference to ag-
riculture as a war measure.

Mr, King goes on to say: ‘There
could be only one satisfactory solu~
tion of the farmers’ problem and
that is the defeat of the aggressors
and the destruction of the totall-
tarian order.

“Of course, that is perfectly true
as to the solution of all our prob-
lems. But if we want to have our
farmers remain on the land, if we

if we
want to have available revenues in

v us a list of things about which he
| had written. But it amused me to
1 see that the only thing we got was

for | this matter, and the Premier re-
i Plied that he had been quite active

n the matter by correspondence, !
There were letters written to var-
fous parties but they were extreme-
ly confidential, I fail to see why
correspondence of this sort should
be confidential. I don’t think that
it could give comfort to the enemy.
However, that is a matter for the
discretion of the Prémier himself,

Premier Campbell: “It was most-
ly _verbal”

Mr. McPhee: “The Premier gave

something he had not asked for at
all—a little contract to Hall and
Stavert for machine tools, I don't

i be well to ask him to press further
want to be able to stay in business ' or not. Perhaps it would be bétter
( ourselves as a government,

know whether, in that case, it would

for him to leave it alone.
“We now have a debt of about

have been increased to the extent
of $138,00U; it would have been
roughly $260,000 instead of $120,-
000.

“A pecullar situation exists in re-
gard to the funded debt and
especialiy in regard to last year's'
borrowings, We find that lasy year
the Government put out a bond
issue of $1,400,000. That issue was
made by authority of the statute
of 1940, and that statute gave
authority to issue bonds for the
paying off bank overdraft and to
provide payment for permanent
public works and to refund de-
bentures, I tried to see what had
become of that $1,400,000, but it was
very f{llusive, There was $100,000
of debentures matured and paid off.
The bank overdraft in*"1939 was
slightly in excess of two million
dollars and in 1940 it was slightly
below two million, It was $13,284
less at the end of 1940, 50 I sup~
pose it is correct to say that t of
the borrowing was applied pay
off bank overdraft to that extent.
The rest of the authority was for
permanent public works.

‘“Within the total item for capi-
ta] expenditure there are a great
many items—such as ‘national
cash register,” distribution of seed
barley, ‘“fishermen's loans,’ etc, —
which are not really permanen
works; but even if we take the
whole of

) Canadian and United | this Province to vote authority for
Sta ent on the question | necessary public services, then
of n ng. something must be done immed-

He had read with interest in the | iately for agriculture; and I see no
press recently a thort excerpt from| way of doing it except as I have in-
the correspindence whiich had pas- | dicated. I suggest that the Premier
sed between the Premier of this, and his advisors should arm them=
Province and the Prime Minister of ' selves witth the cooperation of oth-
Canada in relation to our farm'ers who can be persuaded to be-
preblems. “On Dee, 13 our Premier | lieve in this principle. and compel
wrote Mr. King, stating that there| Mr. King and his advisors to see
seemed to be ‘a considerable under- | that since agriculture is a war
current of feeling among our farm- | casualty, it must be treated as a
ers. I think that is deseribing {t| war casualty.”
mo:t moderately—which might ser- Premier Campbell: “You read
fously react against their productive , only selections from the letter.”
effort. They had been disappointed Mr, McPhee: “Yes, T was a bit
to find tI tuation wor<e than ' disappointed that we didn’t get the
it had been he trough of the | whole thing. While 1t !s not in
depression,’ lorder at all, 1T would be greatly
“I don't know, Mr. Speaker, that obliged if the Premier would table
our farmers have got their feet out| all the correspondence that passed
of the denress’sn vet. It is about| “elween himeelf and Mr. King and
the only ‘trough’ they have been| any of tle other ministers in n{;
able to get thelr feet into, Writing ' erence to this important problem.

the items, what do we

nine and one-half million dollars,”
find, There was a total capital ex-

continued Mr. McPhee, “I don’t

know what our population is at the penditure of about $760,000, Sup-
moment. We have lost a lot of men | pose we $660, of that as
by enlistment, and a lot by war Eermanent public works, we will
employment in other provinces | have bank overdraft, ent

, _perman

lic works and refund of deben-
ures totalling $673,000, That is all
the authority was for, for those
purposes. There was $1,400,000 bor-
rowed, It has gone somewhere; and
I confess that I doa’t know where
it has gone. I have &c béen able
to trace it through Accounts,
" Premier suggests that the
capital expendltures were made the
previous year, But in so far ag that
the seriousness of this situation de- | is so, they would be included in the
nled. I have heard it suggested that | bank overdraft for which specific
we could stand a twice as| authority is given, and that could
great; ahd I have heard discourag- | not be considered under two head-

which is not open to our men [ere,
But even if we had 95,000 we would
have a per capita provincial debt of
about $100; that would be a debi
per family of about $500,—including
the families of the men to whom
you give relief, the families of the
ol age nsioners, — on every'
family in bg: Province. That repre-
sents a very serious situation,

“I have heard on many occasions

amounts of money were being ex-
pended.

“We were disappointed to learn
that in the Tax branch, although &
substantial part of 'the work of that
branch was assumed by the Domin-
ion Government, there was no sav-
ing at all in the matter of salaries,
andf no dicrease in the matter of

n

“It seems to me that there is a
great deal of duplication in the
matter of travelling expenses. We
have travelling expenses for the
employees of the Department of
Public Works, and the Department
of Agriculture and old age pensions.
I am not criticising the work these
men are doing, because I really do
not know whether they are doing
their work efficiently or not; but I
wish to refer to the items on pages
62-64 of the Public Accounts under
the heading “Field supervision.”
We find travelling ex'pglrlxrses for Mr.

course,

.work is of such a character that he,

and nobody else, can do it. Those
travelling expenses, as I under
stand them, are intended to cover
hotel bills; the milage is the actual
use of the car for travelling from
place to place; so that those itens
do not include mileage. They are
quite large items, Not knowing the
number of trips which the officials
took or: the necessity for them. I
am not prepared to criticise them
so far as they are concerned. Buf
we find on the mext page furthier
items of travelling expenses for
scme the same officials.

“It seems to me that in these
times, when we are faced with this
serious situation financially, there
is a great deal of duplication in the
matter of travelling expenses of
these various officials, For instance
the employees of the Old Age Pens-
ions office have large travelling ex-
penses because they have to go
throughout the country, checking
up on the pensioners. Would it not
business to dovetail the
work of these officials in some way,
so that one of them, In going
some part of the province, could do
the work that two or three are do-
ing in going to the same place?
Would it not be possible for the
field representative to check on old
age pensioners and get the neces-
sary report? Is it necessary to pay
another man ta travel over the
same road and get extra expenses
and mileage?

“When we go into the Estimates
immediately on the conclusion of
this debate, we must look into tne
work of each department and ask
ourselves whether, because of the
limitation of its activities or be-
cause we fear that the ac-
tivities are not producing the re-
sults that they should, any reduc-
tion in the staff can be made witi
a view to obtaining some ameliora~
tion of the financial vosition of the
Province, |,

Rural Electrification

“I was interested in the ‘an-
nouncement of the Premier made
in his Budget address that the
Government had under considera-
tion & scheme or policy for the
rural electrification of the Province.
I thought it was something to which
the Government had given intens-
ive study for some time, but as a
result of the answer that was tabl-
to our question, we know it was
just a letter that the Premier re-
ceived from the Nova Scotia Power
Board, about the 31st of March, and
which was acknowledged. That is
the extent of this Government's
activity in the matter,

“I would be delighted to see our
farmers supplied with cheap power.
But the first duty of the Govern-
ment Is to restore the farmers to
solvency, How many of them are in
a position to install electric ligtts,
even if cheap power were available?
1 believe the expenditure involved
would be around $150 for installa-
tlon, The possibility of this oppor-
tunity coming only indicates the
plight our farmers are in, because
s0 few of them would be in a posi-
tion to take advantage of it.

“Reference has been made to the
Marketing Act, The Premier has
announced that he has referred the
Act to the Supreme Court, for a de-
cislon as to its validity as provincial
legislation. It seems to me that if

course was mecessary, it has
been very tardily taken. It is some
considerable time since the Act was
g‘ued. If the Government had
loubt as to its valldity and felt that
this was the course wihich should
be taken, them I suggest that this
submission to the Supreme Court
fhon)d have been made without de-
EY

y.
“We were led to understand, when
this Act was introduced last year,
that it was modelled on an Act of
the Province of British Columbia
which had already been tested as
to its validity, and we after great
del tion drafted our Act so as
to avold any difficulty in that con«
niection, But I fear, in reference to
this proposal, that the Government
has been afraid — politically afraid
—»tT?l take a stt]and. e
e cooperative were pres-
sing for implementation of theont.
‘There were other organizations be-
sides, representing the drovers and
others interested, who were oppos-
The Government did everythin,

Government to practically abolish |-

along with a much smaller staff in|

to | servative

A. E. ARSCOTT AUSTIN C. TAYLOR

Named to Administer Ship-building Program

HON. F, B. MCCURDY

Munitions Minister Hows has announced at Ottawa the appvintment of six directors to the Board of
Wartime Merchant Shipping Ltd., recently formed to administer the Canadian shipbuilding program.
H. R. MacMillian, formerly chairman of the Wartime Requirements Board, is pr b
the Board are seen above, James D, McKenna, of Saint John, N.B, is the sixth director named.

i3

t. Other s of

political support. I do not think the
serious problems which confront us

R.AF. Route to R umania is Clear

will ever be solved by & govern-
ment which approaches them from
that point of view.

Teachers’ Salaries

“1 had intended to deal with the

great problem of education but I
am going to refer to it only brief'y

One of the speakers who preceded
me suggested the possibility that we

may not be able to get teachers for
our schools, Our teachers have al-
ways been und&rpggg, 'mufzre _waaba
promise given profession by
the Liberal Government in 1929
that at the first subsidy Increase
this situation would be remedied.
There was & subsidy increase, which
wag obtained by the efforts of a
Conservative government, which
came to its fruition during the elec-
tion campaign of 1035. The Con-
Government  therefore
never had the opportunity of im-
plementing  this Government’s

pledge which their predecessors had
made, but the Liberal Government,
had a fine opportunity of imple-
menting it, because they found that
the subsidy was there, waliting
them, as a result of the efforts of
their Conservative predecessors in !
office. But they elected to ignore
the pledge they had given, and de-

GERMANY

|

U.S.S.R.

cided to }mrsue another policy, In-

unds were available, they
invested them in asphalt., {

“They made their decision them.

The to build a lot of |
roads and do nothing in the way of |
teachers’ salaries. And they so de-
cided in spite of their pledge given
to the profession in 1929,

decided
Mediterranean points can now fly

ctor 1n
Rumania’s oil wells, perhaps as important as any single fac

H;:.Il‘elr'l offensive, ar'e no longer protected from British bombing at-
tack by a “neutral barricade” R.AJF.

planes from Malto and other

directly neross Yugoslavia and

Greece without fear of inciting German wrath against three mations,
against which th: Nazis are already fighting.

o) are about to face the prob- |

lcmwgaw. More and more o? t.helthlnk anyone can express himself
male members of the profession are ; too strongly on that point. 1 hav&
leaving because i does mnot offer some information in this regard
them a livellhood. As the urge for the members of the Government
enlistment increases, more of them are desirous of conducting an in-

still will be leaving. I believe that a
number of the female members of
the profession are
of them are finding employm:

that we will never have

our difficulties with regard to ed-
ucation unti] we pay our teachers
a salary which will sufficlent to

of the profession which they serve.

to the appeal for military recruit-
ing by the men of this , Province
1t is a response of which all of us
are proud, We find that all of our
people In conmection with every
braach of war activity have dis-
played the most remarkable spirit.
There was th,
which the Ieager of the Opposition
referred; there is the war service
drive which is still on in the rural
disticts. The result in Charlottetown
and Summerside’ was remarkable,
these centres alone collecting in two

recelving from the rural districts
are even more astounding when one
considers the condition in whieh
most of these people find them-
selves at the present time.

and even
ment. It

( operate with them and given them
leaving and some '
ent in |

the civil service. Personally, I feel! sh;l;h.iMr. Foley) In his remarks on
y made a public health referred to the valu-

start towards a proper solution of able work which had been done, in

maintain them at a decent stand-|by the leader of

ard commensurate with the dignity | when he was Premier and Minister

“Reference has been made, and |
properly, to the wonderful resvonse the supporters of the

Red Cross drive to| other side. “I put it to you private

or three days more than sufficient « the Estimates as closely as possible.
to cover thytotal of the provincial | If we do that, we will have made &
objective, The returns which ws are | start towards the restoration of this | the
) Province to a
' tion, I think it is better to do that,
 and to make the attempt, than to
) take the Government
| expressed by the Minis of Agri-
| culture, and throw up our hands and
’ say that the debt “will never
paid 44

Rerlous Complaint
“Becauss of this there one
matter which I wish to dray to the
Government's attention, It is a
matter which has been suggested

IR
to me; I am not able to vouch for
the truth of it. That Is the ques-
tion of pomleairrm'omce in ref-
erence to the various war activities
to the matter of enlist-
been suggested to me |

vestigation I will be pleased to co-

the information which I have,
hon, member from Summer-

cluding the dental clinics; which re-
minded me that that was one of the
great public health works initiated
the Opposition

of Public Healtl.

In conclusion Mr. McPhee urged
Government
to consider the serious financial
situation of the Province, and guide
themselves accordingly when the
Estimates are dn ttee. The
Opposition can do little to ocurb
extravagance, unless with the sup-
port of the private members on the

members of this House,” he said,
“to see to it that when we consider
these Estimates we’ do our part to
see that the most rigid economy is
practiced by this Government dur-
ing the coming year; that we cut

roper financial posi-
tion, as

be
off. (Applause)

GIRLS PRODIGY
TOURS AMERICA

LONDON, April 16 —(CP) —
Bronwel Morris-Jones, 13- -old
musical prodigy, shortly 1 leave
Britain on a tour of Canada and
the United States,

Bronwel, daughter of Mr. and
Mrs. J. Morris-Jones of Northamp-

ing, with war contracts,—for iastance
but take a stand in the matter. the work at the airport—t&at there
think that from the ing It | was political patr and T am

that political influence has been ex- f

at the age

her last festival enti
the

of 12 against licentintes of
Royal Academy of Music,

1t is claimed she is the youngest
child in the world to be awarded
the licentiate of
Royal Academy of Music, licentiate
of the Guildhall School of Music
and licentiate of Trinity College of
Music, London (cap and gown).
With one exception she has been
prize-winner of every solo singing,
sight reading and oral contest she
has entered. She has composed
since she was seven.

WESTMORELAND WOMEN'S
INSTITYTE |

Yerfonner‘s the

The April meeting of Wesimore
land Women's Institute was held
at the home of Mrs. Fred Fall with
texz members and one visitor pres-
eny,

The meeting opened by repeating
“Institute Ode” followed by “Creed
in unison.

The minutes of last meeting were
read and approved, Collection, 45
?ents. A lg:(f of clothing was packed
or the ugees,

Resolved that Institute send for
material to make quilts for the
Red Cross.

School Committee reported thab
two Exercise books were needed for

school.
The follow] new Committees
were appointed.

School; Mrs, Heber Oanfleld, Mrs.
MacVittie,

Sick; Mrs. Bert Frowsdale.

Educational Program; Mrs. Robe
ert Mayhew, Mrs. Fred Wilson.

Socal am; Mrs, Roy Oross
man, Mrs, Verner Moore,

Next meeting to be held at
home of Mrs, Heber MacVittie.

call to be answered by “An ex
change of flower slips.
The Questionnaire on Homt

Beonomics was discussed.
Meeting adjourned and remll:

der of evening was spent in rea i

ing and contests. Lunch was th

ercised in teference to the enlist-  ton, holds nearly 150 awards for
ment in certain of the training cen- | Eisteddfodau, and won six firsts in
tres an ting centres, rf that
is true It is a most serious matter.

served by Committee in char3e

the Govern-

am to give
ment the information confidential-

individual to investigate, but I feel
it is my duty to draw them to the
attention of the Government.

“I do know that in connection

was the policy of this Government
to avold taki a stand  which
might have political repurcussions,
1€ Is typieal of an attitude which I
have pointed out before in this

iﬁg things said about tiie situation. ings.

y ton. friend the Minister of House, an atttude of unwillingness
Agrieulture throws up his hands 'l‘rnelll:’ Expenises to state its policy because of a fear
and says, ‘We will never pay it off’” Coatinuing ter recess, Mr. of alienating a oertain geotion ofplied

sure the members of the Govern-
ment know it too. That is one of
the things about which people will
rebel. This war effort Is being fi-
nanced by every ome of us. Woile

we are preparéd to pAy our taxes
freely, we do not want any of ltw-J
to politica] purpotes, I do not




