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“The Stiongest Memory is Weaker Than
the Weakest lnk."”

An excallent stort agriculturally has bzen
made for the new year with the opening in Char-
lottetown today of the Junicr Farmers’ Short
Course. The prospects arc that about 125 young
men and women from many paris of the Pravince
will participate in the course. The annual mect-
ing of the Junior Farmers' Federation will also
be held during the week. C

As Deputy Minister Shaow aotzs in his year-
end review of our ogriculturol progress, this
new movement among our younger farmers of
both sexes is destined tc have far-reaching ef-
fects. By interesting youth in rural community
developments we may hope to sce, in the near
future, o reversal of that trend away from the
tarm which has been so noticeable during war
and post-war ycais, and which in this Province
has constituted our gravest agricultural prob-
lem.

Noting this tact in its bricf before the Leg-
isiature last session, our senior Federction of
Agriculture urged upon the Department of
Agriculture and Government members and legis-
lators generally to give every encouragement and
assistance to rural youth movements. This the De-
partment has done and is doing very thoroughly
and efficiently. Beth Previncial and Federal of-
ficials have shown keen interest in the pro-
gress of the new organization, which is now es-
tablishing o network of branch organizatiors

throughout the Province; and already, os has
been noted in the reports of these meetings,
there is in evidence o greet advance in

the development of the qualities of leadership
in social, cultural and cther activities.

Our urban citizens are also keenly interest-
ed in the work of the jinior farmers, and will
extend a very cordial welcome to them during
their stay in Charlottetown this week.

Communist Threat In Asia

Terhaps the most far-reaching event of the
past year has been the military reverses sustained
by the Chiang Kai-shek . government in Ching,
which has been a bulwark against Communism
since betore the outbreak of World -War N It
would seem that the United States-— the only
Western Power with the sirength to intervene in
China effectively — has written oft the Chiang
government’s chances of survival, and now re-
lies on Japan as its chief Orizntal ally and its
base for military action in the Far East if war
should happen there.

Noting General MacArthur's  recent de-
crees, strengthening his control over the Jop-
anese government, as confirmation of this view,
the Globe and Mail concedes that as o matter
of practical politics it is obviously much simpler
and cheaper for the United States to keep hold
of Japan, a beaten naticn, than to mount the
offensive which would be neceded to restore
Chiang. But this does not alter the fect thot
an outright Communst victory in China could
be a world-shaking calamity. It would tremend-
ously encourage the Communist parties, large
or small, in Indo-China, Malaya, Burmo, Indo-
nesia and even India.

A Communist Asia is quite possibly Russia’s
major objective for the next decade. The West's
quarrels with the Sovict  Government about
Berlin and the Greek gquernillas, important as
these issues are, may have served as a smoke-
screen concealing Russia’s Eastern designs. And
't the whole Asiatic mainland goes Red —on
alarming but conceivabie  possibility — f.hc
American foothold in Japan is likely to prove in-

sufticient either as bulwark or jumping-oft
place. ) )
There is another phese of the situation

which is emphasized by the Edmonton Journal.
That is the serious thrcat to Australio  which
Communist successes in Asia  will incvitably
bring. Australians realize with increasing urgen-
¢y how casily the spread of Communism might
influence millions  of economically depressed
Asions and how easily orgamzed  Communism
could sweep through Southwest Asia and  the
Pacific islands to Austigiia’s very doors.
Australia herself is toking unusual steps to
cultivate Asian friendship, notably by admitting
Asion studcnts to her schools and universities.

But Australians have ncarly 3,000,000 square
miles of territory and only 2.4 people to the
square mile as against Asia’s 73 people to the

square mile. Thet is why they are endeavoring
to build up their population to at leost 20,000,
000 and why they lock anxiously towards tie
restless hordes of Asiatics being infected with
Communism by Russia. Before long all members
of the British fqmily, including Canada, will have
to give scrious consideration to their responsi-
bility toward this danger which threatens a sis-
ter dominion.

Mounting C.N.R. Expenditures

Despite increased revenues, the Canadian
National Railways experienced in 1948 one of
the most trying years in its history, reports
President R. C, Vaughan, CM.B., in his annual
review. The national system although recording
gross revenue of $492,000,000, on increase of
$54 million over last year's operations, the nct
revenue was $15 million lower than that of 1947.
The reason for this very substantial Jecrease
in net revenue is that operating expenses leap-
ed $69 million to the astronomical figure of
$46 million.

During the year the railways were granted
an increase of 21 per cent in freight rates, al-
But, as Mr. Yaughan points out, this meant only

revenue but it failed to take care of the increased
cost. Payroll adjustments and wage increases
granted employees during the year added more
than $39 million to the company’s operating ex-
penses.

The annual review of the C. N. R. opera-
tions is generally a very good barometer of the
country’s economic condition, The fact the rail-
ways hauled more tonnage on its Canadian lines
than in the previous year indicates that business
l'as been gocd threughout the country, generally,
oithough the deciine in traftic originating in
the United Stotes was mainiy due to import re-
strictions.
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The first weck ot the New Year is also the
<9th. annual world Week ot Prayer.

» N

Microphones seem likely to put a damper
on internationa! negotiations in the U. N. Secur-
ity Council at Pans., Twice recently, the Canad-
ian Press reports, supposediy secret “deals” have
been breudcast by microphones thought to be
dead.
voxooa

Complying with the wishes of the City Coun-
cil, many of the citizens cleaned their footpaths
to the cencrete. Then the thaw and rain came,
followed by renewed frost and ice. The last state
of these footpaths was werse, much worse than
the first.

Autoists in these slippery days should bear
in mind they have not the monopoly of the
streets and roads. Pedestrians have equal right
to them, and it is the duty of car drivers not

cnly to avoid running them down, but to circle

round them to prevent accidents. This is im-

practicable, however, if cars be speeding.

L » .
Scientists go to great lengths to insure
accuracy in carrying out experiments but the
palm must surely go to @ Cambridge University
professor who has trained himself to blink with
one eye at a time, the better to watch a ther-

mometer of an instrument dial.
» - *

The Scottish curlers have come and gone,
and a jolly bunch they are. If they did not see
the Island at its best, they got a good idea of
it from the year-end reviews. So satisfactory are
the various local reviews' of the year that it
seems likely that posterity will wonder what on
earth people felt dissatisfied about in 1948.
* ” *

To him that hath. A Christmas gift of
$1,500,000 to Cornell University from Mr. My-
1on G. Taylor, President Truman’s personal rep-
resentative to the Vatican, has just been an-
nounced. The money will be used to erect a
Sccond Werld War memorial  building  which
will serve as a student inter-faith centre.

» X »

Since Soturdey Halifax has had only one
daily paper, published in morning and afternoon
cditions. The loss of an alternative vehicle for
the expression of opinion is a serious one, and
the publishers have a responsibility to insure that
no group in the community is unduly discrimin-
ated against.

» x x

In this part of the world ice is not at oll
difficult to obtain so that when it is used as
o substitute for a giant crane the results are
worth noting. A Detroit firm is reported to have
handled a 275,000 press by tilting it over on
some 60 tons of icc. The ice melted and the
machine was gently fowered into position.

» * »

General Monck, (Duke of Albemarle) died
this date 1670. English soldier and sailor whe
rose to be a general and admiral in both ser-
vices; was a royalist in the early stages of the
Civil War, and became a Parliamentarian later
under Cromwell, defeating the Scots at Dun-
bar.  Was instrumental in the restoration o
Charles 1l who created him a duke.

British P:ime Minister Attlez bern this date
1883. After a brilliant Oxford career, became
o social missionary in the cast end of London,
and a professor of economics at London Uni
versity. Joined the band of ferward looking youths
who formed the background of intellectual soc-
ialism, and developed inte the Labour Party of
which he is now the actua! as well as the nomi-
nal leader.

"Somebody once asked Disraeli, twice Prime
Minister of Great Britain — whether he had read
a new novel (says Mr. A. P. Ryan of The Times
cver B.B.C.) He answerced, “"When | want to
read a noval, | write cne.” That was his way
of referring to the delight he took, all through
his long and tremendously active life, in writ-
ing stories. He wrate his first novel when he was
not much more than a boy, and quite unknown
to fame. He wrote his last when he was nearly
cighty and even then nhe was not written out.
For he left behind him, when he died, an unfin-
ished and very entertaining story.”

* * *

Our Legislature wisely provided in 1937 that
any provisions of the Dairy Industry Act of Can-
oda falling within the legislative competence of
the Province and outside that of the Dominion,
should have the force of law in Prince Edward
Island. This is understcod as applying to pro-
hibition of the manufacture or saie of margarine
and other butter substitutes, which according to
the Supreme Court's interpretation of the British
North America Act, falls within provincial juris-
diction. The Provincial Act, however, requires to
be put into force by Proclamation on the written
request of four or more directors of the Prince
Edward Island Dairymen’s Association. Our

dairymen should govern themselves accordingly.

an over-all boost of 13 1-2 per cent bezcuse of
o large number of exceptions. A 15 per cent in-
crease in competitive rates also helped boost the
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FIRST DOG WATCH,
NORTH ATLANTIC
Cloud castles  mount
drowning sun;
For mcments
dream,
Aroused when silken pennons round

me stream;

Thin trumpets blare, smoke masks
the leaping gun;

But whence this feet, I ask, until
device

love worked into each sail and flag
whips free;

The Tudcr green and gold awake in
me

questions. then yield answers
that suffice.

Our Western blood is restless, easy
crust

Before sheltered = fire

upon

Old

today we

In cloudy seas wc swear no fleck
of rust

shall dim our steel, nor
Raleigh's cry

To tell us that for high deeds we
were born,

The brave shall raise their anthem
though they die.

—Jehn Ackcrson in the New Yesk
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The first of the land speculators
to bestir himself in this colony was
Sir James Montgomery, who had
c¢rewn Lot 7 in 1767, and by 1775
had acquired one-half of Lot 12,
Lots 30 and 34, and two-thirds of
Lot 59. He sent out about sixty
settlers from Perthshire, who ar-
1ived in May, 1770 and establish-
ed themselves chiefly at Covehead,
though a few went to Three Rivers.
Among these settlers at Cove-
head were the Lawsons, who were
warm friends of Governor Patter-
son, but not of Sir James; for, al-
though the latter has received much
praise for his early interest in the
settlement of his lots, it must not
e supposed that he himself con-
tributed towards the emigration ex-
penses of the settlers. He merelv
directed them to his own lands and
offered to lcase them wilderness
lend at one shilling per acre. On
this point, Dr. MacGregor, who vis-
ited Covehead in 1791, makes the
following illuminating commentary:
“l found that Mr. Miller was
from the parish of Muthil, twenty
miles from Loch Earne, where I
was born. He told me of Mr. Law-
son, MacEwan, and others, who
came out at the same time. At hear-
ing Mr. Lewson's name, I instantly
recollected that when T was a little
boy, T heard much talk of a Mr.
Lawson and others going out to
America. They were decoyed out by
cne of the great proprietors to set-
tle his land. They were to pay a
shilling ront per acre, and they
thought 1t cheap till they came out
and saw it: but then they found
it dear enough. After them came
a number from Dumfriesshire, who
settled here and in St. Peter's. On
tkeir first arrival they were like to
perish with hunger, as the few
scttlers who were before them had
little enough for themselves: and
they could not all have lived, had
nol a number of them got over to
Pictou and obtained relief there

from the old settlers.”
D™

LARLY BRITISH SETTLERS

Tn September, 1770, Robert Stew-
art and his family arrived in Mal-
peque with about sixty settlers or
families, upwards of two hundred
souls, for the half of Lot 18, which
had been granted to his brother-in-
lew, Lt-Colonel Robert Stewart, n
brother of Peter Stewart, who lat-
or became Chief Justice of the Is-

land.  For want of a pilot their
vessell the “Annabella”, ran  on
shore at the entrance of the har-
bour and wes lost, together with
pert of the cargo. They came from
Argvleshivg, the home of the Stew-

arts.and wmong them were the
rimes of Ramsay, McGougan, Me-
Konzie cArthur, MceDougall, Mur-
nhiy, England and McKay. In the

A 2 outumn they were joined

oW account,
reen 1763 and 1772, sin or
seven families had been established
on Lot 23 by Captain Holland, the
oriinal mtee, and Mrs. Phillips
Cillbeek, to whose father, Nathan-
el Coffin, Holland had sold  the
castern half of the lot. In 1770
A Jam~s Richardson had brought
tmlmllt fifteen settlers” to the vic-
inity of Charlottetown; and, in
the auty - o {10, Tiewanant
Covernor Desbiisty had sent nine
fimilies to Lots 31 and 33, which
he had secured possession of. for
the time being, from Adam Drum-
mond and General Richard Worge.
« . .

The largest of all the settlements
or |h'iq period was made at-Tracadie,
Ipl 36, by Captain John MacDonald
of Glenaladale. He was not an orig-
inal grantee, but purchased Lot 36,
in 1771, from George Spence and
John Mill, merchants of London,
in order to provide for some Roman
Catholic tenants of Alexander Bois-
dule, who was trying to convert
lhnm to Presbyterianism, In trans-
ferring these tenants to the Island,
hc‘ Wwas assisted by a memorial fund
raised by the Catholic Church,
Ar.lAad\‘ance guard of seventeen
f:'_!_l:nlllcs went out in the summer of
1771;  but the main body did not
arrive till 1772, They consisted of
two hundred and ten persons, one
hundred from the Island of'Ulst
cnd one hundred and ten from the
nminlnnd. They arrived on the ship
‘Alexander". in the month of June:
nl;nd were led up the Hllllborouzl"n
y Donald MacDonald, brother of
Captain John, to Scotchfort, whence
they portaged to Tracadie. In the
party were John MacDonald, a
brother-in-law of Captain John i?.ev
Jomes MacDonald, a secular mis-
sionary priest, and Roderick Mac-
Donald, a medical doctor. In the
following year Captain John him-
sclf arrived with his wife and fam-

the

I permit mysel! to

This /s
NATIONAL WEEK OF PRAYER,

Customs Of The Season

(United Kingdom Information)
bell (know as the Devil's Knell) is
rung in Dewsbury, Yorkshire, Eng-
land. But for World War II, when
it was rung twice only, the bell
has been rung every year for 1700
years. Legend says that the cus-
tom began in the 13th century by
a loca] baron, who as penance for
killing his servant gave a bell to
the parish church and ordered
that it should be rung every
Christmas Eve to remind h'm of
his erim> Bv t~'1'rg th~ w o
for ¢ve'y year since the birth o.
Carie, b Y 4
tmed to ring exactly ap the hlu.x'
of midnight, local people believed
that the devi] would be kept away
from the parish for the next 12
months,
Special carol services are held
in churches all over England on
Christrmas Eve, particularly jn the
north of England. In many places
Nativity plays are acted, based on
the New Testament story of what
happened in Bethlehem nearly
2,000 years ago.
¢ e

Lol

. .
The Scottish village of Killin,
Perthshire, has

tom which is unknown elcewhere,

Every Yuletide the villagers g0 to
a nearby stream and gather
rushes, which are pulled instead

of being cut. These rushes are then
used as a temporary resting-place
for a number of stones taken from
the gables of an old corn-mill;
they are stcnes with a  history.
The villagers will tell vou that
their patren saint, St Fillian, used
them

cemyries ago to cure the
ague, _sprains, and other ailments
and injuries. He simply rubbed

the affected limb with one of the
stones, and a complete cure fol-
lowed. Nowadays, the stones are
brought out each Christmas, laid
on their bed of rushes, and later
returned to the gables of the mill.
In this way Killian both celcbrates
Christmas and  perpetuates the
memory of its patron saint,

Christmas Day itself is a great
hone festival, Christmas  dinner,
with its turkev and plum pudding
(when available)

is the traditional
weal of th2 ycar. And in many
p'aces Lhere are Christmas Day
customs which centre round t»e
festive board — in Queen's Col-
lege, Oxford University,  for ¢x-
ample. Here {he cu:tem is known
#s the Boar's llead Foast.

The mytheal criein ¢f tho Feact

Cllege, who was aftecied Ly a
wild boar whin he was stucying
Ari-totle curing a walk s me 500

ilv. bringing with him a shirTo:Ir“
of provisiors which he had pur-
chased at Boston. on hearing that
A previous sunply ship had been
lost. The total immigration direct-
ed by MacDonald, upwards of three
hundred in  number, ultimately
spread over several lots in the
f‘.:s((\rn part of the Island; and the
isroondants of their leaders plaved
an impertant part in its develop-
nent,
From an article by Dr. D. C
Harvey in the Dalhousie Review
January, 1932 '

a Christmas cus- !

's the story of a student of Queen's

years ago. His book was his only
means of defence, so he thrust the
volume down the animal's thioat
exclaiming Graecum est. Unable
to digest so snuch Greek the boar
died, and the student carried it
home in triumph! From that time
the Boar's Head became a ma.n
ceremonial Christmas dish in
England, and served on a gold or
silver plate, surmounted by a
crown wreathed with golden sprays
of laurel and bay, mistletce and
rosemary, it was brought into the

hall, heralded by trumpeters,

Another rn;zn.l'ﬁc.en{ Christmas

1dish In those days was the pea-

cock. Its skin stripped, its plum-
age retained, it was roasted. When
it had cooled slightly, its feath-
ers were sewn on again, and its
beak gilded. Stuffed with spices,
sweet herbs and the yolks of eggs,
it was served with rich gravy. To
the accompaniment of music it
was carried into the dining-hall
by the most beautiful wcem-n or
the one of the Mghest rank, f-1-
'lowed by a bevy of lovely girls.
Sometimes the gorgeous p2ac ca
was served in a pie, and over the
plumed crest which appeared above

the crust, knight-errants swore
they would wundertake perilous
| enterprises during the coming
year.

After dinner the guests, in thelr
colcured, jewelled raiment, col=
lected to play the old Christmas
game of Snapdragon. Then a great
dish of raisins aflame with light-
ed brandy was passed round the

company, and there was inuch
display of skill and abundant
merritnent, as with their fingers,

the guests drew the raisins frem
the burning brandy and put them
in their mouths. The Snapdragon
Dish, sign of good cheer, was never
forgotten, nor was the passing of
the Wassail Bowl which, filled
with spiced wine or ale, was hand-
ed from guest to guest to drink
amid the mirth that was such a
marked feature of Old England's
Merry Christmas,

R O ———_—_—_—

o
2 The Age-0Id Story
fg 3
iialeleleeluidia:atn:elainlatainlulatelaznzules)
If thou wert pure and upright,
surely now He would awake for
thee, and make the habitation of
thy righteousness prosperous:
though thy beginning was small,
yr! thy latter end should greatly
increase,

HUNSTANTON, England — (CP)
—Because of taxation, Bernard Le
Strange  squire and hereditary
Lord High Admiral of the Wash,
5 to sell Hunstanton Hall and
s garders. He will keep the res’
of the estate to maintain unbrok-
en his family’'s 1,000-year associ-
ation with Hunstanton,

MIGRATING BUTTERFLIES

Monarch butterflies stream down
south in autumn to winter on the
Gulf coast, following by instinct a
route they have never seen before.
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Regina, Sask
Dec. 27, 1948

During the past decade I have
been intimately associated with the
Maritime Provinces. In that time
I have tried, as a Canadian, to
study thelr unique position in
terms of our Dominion as a whole.
My studies have thus driven me
to write this letter. Newfoundland's
admission has stirred me into
action. That Province has been
hesitaat in joining us. In some re-
spects I cannot blame ‘her for not
being overly enthusiastic about it.
We must remember that Nova
Scotia was likewise, under the
admonitions of Joseph Howe, none
too eager to enter. In retrospect I
can see where Nova Scotia lost
some strength and indeed potential
greatness by becoming party to the
British North America Act of 1867.
However Newfoundland is in and
I am glad of it. Confederation will
prove to be a great boon to our
provinces if they now get them-
selves organized into a Maritime
Union.

The Fathers of Confederation
should not be criticised for want-
ing the Dominion to come into
existence, but those who have had
an opportunity to organize the
Maritime Provinces and have re-
fused to meet the challenge
should be severely censored! Many
great Canadians have sprung from
the soil of the Maritimes, yet
where are your great Maritimers?
Where are men to be found in
the political fleld who have put
the cause of the Maritimes before
all others?

. s s

Have your leaders so soon for-
gotten the malin reason for sum-
moning the Charlottetown Confer-
ence of 1864? It was expressly called
to consider uniting your Provinces.
Joseph Howe and others saw the
need for such a step. Yet what
was done? The Maritime delegates
at Charlottetown allowed “Upper
Canadians” to enter and break up
their  meetings. ‘They allowed
themselves, in the absence of
Howe, to be led by the ears like
truant school-boys to Quebec and
in due course to London where
their fate was sealed. (Nfld. ex-
cepted).

For many reasons this is the
most opportune time to consider
such a union. With the growing
importance of administration in
government, in this accelerated
era, office space in your legislatures
{s at a premium. More space will
be needed in the future. Before
embarking on any building
schemes to answer these crying
needs, would it not be wise to
consider those problems in the
light of these suggestions? In the
centre of the triangle that is form-
ed by the Provinces of New Bruns-
wick, Newfoundland and Nova
Scotia is admirably situated the
“garden of the gulf” Prince Ed-
ward Island. Why not erect there
a capacious and eye - appealing
meeting house for the members of
the Legislative Assemblies of those
four Provinces.

.

Technical considerations  con-
cerning the exact site of this
“Central Legislature of the Mari-
times”; the choosing of a chair-
man; the seating arrangements for
both government and opposition
members, etc., should not be allow-
ed to obscure the object desired,
or to impede your progress in ef-
fecting its realization.

At this Central Legislature your
representatives could work to-
gether more coherently. There a
spirit  of greater co-operaticn
among your peoples could be at-
tained. Business administration
could be more efficiently carried
on by your delegates acting in
concert on questions of common
concern. Phases of Maritime life
that would be aided by such act-
jon might include the following:
Agriculture; Forestry (Corner-
brook, Nfld.—Dalhousie, N.B,, etc.):
Transportation; Mining (Labrador
ore — Sydney mills. etc.); Industrial
Development; and Maritime De-
fence. The advantages Lo be gain-
ed by co-operating with each other
are so coplous that no complete
list could be prepared at this time.
It is very importaat to remem-
ber that Provincial self govern-
ment and independence as provid-
ed for under the Act of 1867 will
in no way be curtailed. Malters
that touch the vital interests of a
Province in a maaner deemed to
be of special concern to them-
selves, need not be brought before
this Central Legislature. The Pro-
cinces must individually have the
right to determine what such
matters are. Thus only questions
of general concern will be ralsed

at this Maritime  Legislature.
When agreemeat is reached on
such a topic it can be tabled.

In due course the governing powers
could return to their own legis-
latures and adopt or ratify the act-
ion taken.
. .

Thus you will have brought into
being on the smaller scale an
entity analogous to the United
Nations f{tself. In this case how-
ever no obnoxious veto powers are
present, All Provinces would have
equal power to act or not to act
as they so desired. Consent here is
the all-important ingredient. This
synchronizing of Maritime desires
(their basic desires are common to
all of them) will lead inevitably
to a resorgimento of those Pro-
vinces. Itwill lead towards unity and
strength and away from disunity
and dwarfdom. By so acting your
Provinces will become (what they
should have become long ago) a
dynamic factor in the political and
economic life of Canda. They will
no longer remain divided in pur-
pose and thought.

Professor A. R. M. Lower, as
quoted by Time Magazine, is
correct when he suggests that Can-
ada's larger Provinces should be
decimated in order that democracy
will have a better chance to oper-

ate in our country, But what

By G. Henderson Smith

,Open Letter To The Maritimes

. “‘should be” and what “jg»
two very different things, In
order to protect themselves from
complete and utter subjugation at
the hands of their larger neigh-
bours these four Provinces mus;
learn to coordinate their effortg
i combatting the giant monopoly
over Canada’s strength, as is now
exercised by the provinces of
Central Canada.
L] .

are

When a Maritime rights queg.
fon” is considered at Ottawa in fh.
future (if such a plan f{s adopted
by your peoples) a  completely
united Maritime bloc would ime
mediatcly appear to support or af.
tack it as the case may be. (T
would be assured — ‘Since th
question is of general concery tg
the Maritimes it would have been
talked over and a  conclusion
would have been reached in ad-
vance concerning it in the halls of
their Maritime Legislature.) What
Federal member would then, jn
the face of an enlightened Mari.
time electorate, dare to vote
against his constituents on such s
matter? This step is so  very
necessary for your survival, It i
is not taken your four Provinces
will comtinue to be at the merey
of outside pressure groups that en.
joy the added support of those
who hold the great monopoly.
Your Provinces will contihue te
pay such added tribute to them
in the form of such things as in-
creased freigit rates. Your mem-
bers will be forced into silence,
Your people will scarcely raise g
murmur against their Federal
members who vote in a fashion
that is at variance with the
matters of common concern te
you all. Such a complete degrade
ation of the democratic concept
should alone be sufficient to arouse

your interest.
. .

The reader may ask what a good
Maritime bloc could do at Ottawa,
Perhaps he thinks that it would
be ineffective? It would never bs
that. The rulers even in the
small states of Europe have under-
stood from time immemorial, the
strength that they possessed when
it became known to them that they
controlled the balance of power
between two larger mneighbouring
states. This “bloc” of yours does
control the balance of power be«
tween Ontario and Quebec! Yous
thirty three Federal seats in the
House of Commons give you that
power when considered in the
light of Ontario's eighty two and
Quebec's sixty five. The proposed
Redistribution Bill will not change
this favourable position of yours.
If the reader is led to believe
that this is all eye-wash let me
refer him to J. A. Chisholm's
brilliant  work entitled, “The
Speeches and Public Letters of
Joseph Howe” Vol. 2 at page 400:
Howe wrote as follows:
“Had the Maritime Provinces
been permitted to organize them.
selves first, and then to unite with
Canada they might have acted
together and had a chance to
guard their interests; but disunited,
it is plain that they must be s
prey to the spoiler; and having
but forty-seven representatives,
all told, it is apparent that the
government of the Confederacy
will always rest upon the over~
whelming majority of one hundred
and forty seven and that, even
when close divisions and minister~
jal crises occur, the minority can
easily be split up and played off
against each other for purely
Canadian purposes.” (Here ¥
must be noted that Howe was
using the word “Canadian” in its
restricted sense.)
To realize how important this
topic was considered to be by tha
great Maritimer is indeed signifis
cant, Why has no other person
since his time dared to write so
provocatively on this question?
Could it be that your so-called-
leaders have drunk too deeply of
that dread liquor conformity?
P

Group action must be taken by
your Provincial Governments, on
matters of common concern to theme
selves, before such issues aiise
for final determination.-  Surelf
this is obvious after such ecvents
as the rccent freight rates hear
ings. Tt is worthless to use 8t
the time the cataclysm b’-mkﬂ
upon you “the catastrophic method
to “which Sir Norman Angell 1
fors in his discourses = on inters
national affairs.

To be able to act togéther de-
mands that you put action into
the concept of democracy instead
of just paying lip-service to it.
Without a  healthy  democratid
state the schemes that I have
mooted would be impossible 10
implement. Every  school child
knows that Joseph Howe brought
responsible  government  to the
Maritimes in 1848 but does 1¢
xnow, or has he ever heard of :
thing called Hansard? Perhaps 1'
might be well to tell him the
only by becoming familiar with
Hansard, will he be able to Wg
his eye clearly focused on the wei
paid  Federal member who h“‘
been cxpressly sent to represen
his parents at Ottawa.
Walter Lippmann, fearing 0%
degeneracy in this area of rale“:
etc;, has struck at this sigelf-im
posed ignorance” of ours. we
would do well to take stock of 0
own knowledge of the full mfﬂ"‘i
ing behind the democratic bele
Failing to do so will cause W;
to be come the victims of th
fascists, Communism is an 44
too. The Red Dean has M"(‘:
remarked that ‘“the only wu.\'1m
kill an idea is by replacing it ¥ "
a better idea.” Democracy s y
better idea. Please therefore 8U0f
democracy to breathe. Give it *
opportunity to mature in ¥

Provinces .
In concluding this letter 1 '"h;;m
out the challenge to you. o0
you uaite?” Even as the ques o
s put T am reminded of mlnl
lines of Shakespeare, concer’

(Continued on Page Fifteen)




