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POTATO PRICE QUESTION COMES UP IN COMMONS

nisappointad In
toal Commission

ohrie Gillls (COF—Oape Bretem

south) said today 1A the. Commons
that the recently-published report
of the Royal Commission on Coal
was the “most disappointing” doc-
ument he had ever read in that
ly noth-
mg" and wntllmd no new evid-

w Gillis, who sald he had spent
2 years at the end of a pan-han-
dle shovel in a coal mine, stated
that the money spent on the Com-
mission during itg two years of
operation had been wasted.

There was nothing new in the
svidence In the report. All of it
could have been found in govern-
ment records.

Adoption of these recommenda-
tions would return the industry to
the position It was in during the
10%’'s when many young miners
were uemployed md when others
were working 2 1-2 days a week.
He had expected the Commisston
would recommend a nntionai fuel

policy.
‘I‘he report had sald that meoh-
inization of mines in Nova Scotia
should be wundertaken  without
Government assistance.

Coming Everits

**Dry Slabs, Kelly's Wood Yard.
Phone 1259-L.

*sKinkora Dance, Good music
and lunch, Friday, February Tth.

**Legion meeting St Ann’s
sohool, 8 pm., Feb. 6.

**Legion Dance in Flat River
Hall Feb, 7. Door prize,

**Crokinole Party in Millview
Hall, Thursday, February 6th.
Sponsored by Y. P. U.

**Oome to the Legion Dance in
Elmira Hall Thursday night, Feb.
oth. 8

**Arriving at Vernon this week
two cars bagged limestone, Please
book orders now. BEd Nelson.

**The Salvation' Army will hold
their annua]l rummage sale Fri-
day, Feb. 7 at 1:30 pm.

**Booking orders bagged lime-
stone February delivery, Wesley
Bruce, Elmira.

**Loading Hogs at Fredericton
February 6th till 11 AM. Colville
ti}l 11.30. D. L. McDowell,

'
**Hockey, East Royalty tonight.

Walker's Bearcats vs. Royals.
Skate after,
**Valentine Dance in Pownall

Garage Hall, February l4th. Prize
for best costume. Millview Orch-
cstra.

**Hockey, between Winsloe Rov-
ers and Covehead Red Wings,
Wednesday night at 17.30. Cove-
head rink,

**Special Skate Saturday night
and a Community Speed Skate,
tiree classes, women, men and
Junlors, Prizes for winners.

**Hockey Game between York
Married Men and Covehead Mar-
ried Men Thursday niglht, 7.30
P. M. Oovehead RAnk.

“Card Party and Dases, Tras-
adle Hall Friday, February Tth.
Good musie. Lunches served. If.not
fine Monday, February 10th.
‘*Annuml  Meeting of Wiltshire
Dairying Co., will be held in the
hali on Mondw. Februpry 10th, at
P. M. R. Euter. Secretary.

**Collecting Hou each Friday for

Canada Packers Ltd. for tmem
. Service Summerville,
berry River,

Plains, Vernon Avon-
g;le 2l(t,n"i'l Hermitage. Phone Gordon

'.

leq Hou Thursday,
Summer-
'ldtﬂll ?P u.mmuna

md" Hnter River, son.
Friday, till nm A M.

mn. Ru & mm s
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Meeting

°l A new

~..r.:~.*~.:.:.~'=.':-£

innocent in the
$2,950 Des Moines downtown bank
hcld-up last week. Mrs. Opal Dixon,
35, was charged with entering the

Mother pleads

|

bank with intent to rob. With her
in coprt are her daughters, Mrs. L.
Asplin and Mrs, Jewell Coultis, 186.

Boy Survives Night
In Huge lce Box

MINNEAPOLIS, Feb, 4 — (AP)

since returning from scho:zl yes-
terday, was found this morning
in a huge ice box on the back
porch of his family’s home.

A doctor said the boy's hands
and feet were not frozen despite
outdoor sub-zero temperatures
throughout the night.

John T. Burns, the father,
heard tapping on the' box and
found the boy, Patrick, standing
in the empty ice compartment.

The boy sald he stéppcd into
the box yesterday while plzying
and the wind :llmmed the door
shut.

More Charges In
Hull Coupon Case

HULL, Que., Feb.
Pressing their investigation  into a
black market in ration coupcns
stolen from the E.B. Eddy papar
plant here, Royal Canadan Mount-
ed Police today laid 71 charges
against 30 more persons and in-
dicated further charges may be
laid soon.
Tcday's list, which included a
Hull alderman, J. Arthur Lavigne,
and a former company mechan-
ical department foreman, brought
to 48 the number of persons namcd
in the probe. Of the 18 previously
charged, 18 have been fined on
pleading guilty and two cases re-
main to be heard.

Fines ranged from $50 to $800.

Police refused to describe the
scale upon which the black mar-
ket operated, but said they had
Tree- | uncovered 15,000 coupons thus far
and this represented only “a small
percentage” of the actual ‘total inq
volved.

—A seven-year-old hoy, miscing

4 — (CP) —.

Prime Minister Voices
Gratitude For Favours
Received From Prince Co.

OTTAWA, Ont, Feb. 4 — (Spe-
cial) — Prime Minister King test-
ified to his interest in and grati-
tude to Prince Edward Island for
favors of a generation ago, fol-
lowing his Throne Speech pro-
nouncement in the Commons on
Canada's attitude towards yeace
with Germany.

Mr. XKlrg expressed -himsell as
particularly 'gratified at the calibre
of younger members of the Com-
mens clected at the general elec-
tion of 1945 and selected J. Wate
son MacNa®ght, Liberal member
for Prince and Gerard Cournoyer,
Liberal member for Richelien-
Vercheres as examples of the wcrth
of new blood in the present com-
position ol the heure. |

Acknowledges Indebtedness

“It was a particular pleasure to
me,” the Prime Minister said, “to
see the address moved by one whv
represents , cons‘lfuency which 1
had the henor of representing 23
years ago. I do not know how pleas-
ant the reflection is that the years
are ]paning so rapidly by, but I
should like my honorable friend
the member for Prirce, Mr. Mac~
Naught to say to his constituents
when he returns that I have never
forgotten that it was by the door
of Prince constituency that I was
permitted . to re-enter the House
of Commons, after becomirg lead-
er of the Liberal party; ner have
I forgotten that that courtesy was
extended by the members of all
political parties ‘In those days.

“There happened to be a vacancy
in Prince at the time and the Pre-
mier of the day, Mr. Bell, suggest-
ed to me that it might ke well not
to accept an invitation from any
constituency until he had an op-
portunity to return to the Island.
He did return to the Island, and I
had the pleasure of being return-
ed to Parliament shortly after.

\

Congratulates Mr. MacNaught

“May I say to. my' honorable
friend from Prince that he brings
to this House not only exceptional
gifts In the way of parllamentary

(Continued on Page 5 Col. 2)

NEW YORK. Nb. 4 — (AP) —
Winds of near gale velocity whip-
a biting cold wave eastward to
@ Atlantic seaboard today as
much of the United States felt the
sting of winter’s sharpest blasts.
The frigid air mass, surging east
ward at express u';in 'xm. -en:
Mlxuﬂﬂru into the t ' ski
of the winter. Although lower read-
ings have been recorded this win<
ter, weather ,forecasters sald the
high winds made the current cold
wln the most biting of the sea-

o ' \
The cold air extended from the
Rockies and Texas panhandle east
to the mid-Atlantic- states. Frost
and temperatures in. the high 20s
were forecast for northern Florida,

Cold Wave Moves
~ East Across U. 3.

In Oklahoma City, the mercury
slid from 64 to 20 overnight. In 16
hours, Chicago’s temperature fell
from 41 to one below zefo.

By Wednesday morning the zero
weather was expected to extend as
far south as ‘Kentucky and the
Ohlo River and as far east as
Pennsylvania, West Virginia and
upstate Now York.

Before the' cold spread to the
east coast, signs of spring were
evident on both the Atlantie and
Pacific coasts.

In New Haven, Oonn., farmers
were plowing, elm trees were bud-
ding, maple sxlwu flowing and
crocusses and show-
ing. In the wmmum Valley in
Oregon, some tulips |

coming up and wi ‘and
frult trees were bu %
Nature tossed at  at

Mother, 35, Charged With Bank Robbery Attempt

Murder And
Suicide At
Vets Hospital

DEEP BROOK, N.S., Feb. 4 —
An attractive, 34-year-old nurse
and a 30-year-old transport driver
died from gunshot wounds from a
German P-33 revolver today in a
dormitory near the Veterans’ Af-
fairs hospital at nearby Cornwallis
and Coroner L.B. Baine described
the double slaying as “murder and
suicide.”

An R.CM.P. spokesman said
Charles Wellington MacDougall, a
husband and father of two child-
ven, had shot and ki Misg Maty
Shearman and ‘then had tirned
the pistol on himself. Both were
from Halifax.

Three bullet wounds were found
m Miss Shearman’s bcdy and one
in MacDougall's. The Ltodies ‘were
discovered in the old dental build-
ing of the former navy base and
which now serves as a dormitory
for the D.V.A. stafl. The revolver
was found near McDougall's body
end letters and other personal be-
longings were scattered about the
room.

Dr. Braine ruled that no inquest
was necessary in the case and he
sald he had signed the death cert-
ificate of the nurse “murder” and
that of the driver “suicide.”

50,000 Blue Fox
.Sell At London

LONDON, Feb. 4 — Some {fifty
thousand blue fox skins sold today
at the Hudscn’s Bay Company Ssale
in what g company statement call-
ed a “lightning auctioneering.”
Prices averaged four pounds to five
pounds (sixteen -to twenty dollars)
a skin,
Prices indicated a decline of
about twenty-five per cent from
last year. Several hundred fur buy-
ers saw the attempt to dispose of
sixty six thousand skins in fast
time and the remaining sixteen
thousand will be sold tomorrow
prior to opening of mink sales,

Local Member
Gets Terse Answer

(By The Canadian Press)

OTTAWA, Feb. 4— Reconstruc-
tion Minister Howe gave a terse
answer, of “No” in the Commons
today to a question by W. Ches-
ter 8. McLure (PC-Queens) as
to whether “the Government
contemplates any change in the
compensation payable « to share-
holders of the Eldorado Mining
Oompany in view of the success
of the QGovernment claims for
the operations since expropriat-
fon took place”

End Not In
Sight In Local
Power Crisis

No immediate reliet from the
present lack of continuous light
and power Sservice is in prospect
for the patrons of the local Mar-
itime Electric plant, officlals of
the Company said last night.

Good progress is being made in
overhauling the large steam tur-
bine whose withdrawal from the
plant’s light and power produc-
ing equipment is responsible for
the present lack of 24-hour ser-
vice, Mr. V. A. Alnsworth, man-
ager of the plant, informed The
Guardian last night. However,
Mr. Ainsworth said, too many un-
known factors were involved to
justity Hm in setting a date when
full-time service would be re-
sumed.

The work’ of cleaning and gen-
eral overhauling of the turbine
could be expedited. Mr. Ainsworth
said, were it not for the fact that
the men are instructed to rest
when a certain stage of rhysical
weariness 18 reached, since men
physically tired will not do as
good a job on complex and In-
tricate machinery. He had hopes.

however, that 48 Thours more
would see the turbine' back into
operation.

In the meantime, in such busl-
nesses as will allow the shift to

(Oontinued on Page 5 Col. 6)

Governor General
Visits The U. S.

WASHINGTON, Feh. 4 — The
Grovernor - Geéfieral of Canada and
Lady Alexander arrived in Wash-
ington today for a social visit.

They were formally welcomed
by President and Mrs. Truman
who stepped out on the broad
verandah of the White House
north portico to greet the dis-
tinguished visitors.

The couple. will be guests at a
White House dinner and 'stay at
the executive mansion tonight.

‘“Every Likelihood”
Of Britain Purchasing
P. E. Island Potatoes

Urge Britons Cut
Use Of Potatoes

LONLCON, Feb. 4 — (CP) —
Food Minister Strachey told a
~ress conference today that the
Government has no intention of
rationing potatoes.

However, the Food Ministry’s
potato division asked whole-
salers and retailers to seek to
ut sales by one-fifth “in order

spread out supplies until the
ext crop arrives.”

A spokesman said it was de-
sirable to reduce potato sales to
ast season’s level. Potato con-
sumption was up 25 per cent in
Jecember.

In Ottawa it was learned re-
‘igbly that discussions are at
present in progress between re-
sponsible Government authori-
ties and the British Food Mis-
sion on the possiblity of Can-
da making a number of fairly
arge shipments of table pota-
oes to the United Kingdom.

So far as could be learned,
owever, no definite agreement
has yet been reached.

Full-scale Offensive
Planned In China?

NANKING, Feb. 4 — (AP)
Chiang Kal-Shek today made his
second flight in three days to two
of China's most important civil
warfronts and there was immediate
speculation that he had ordered a
full-scale offensive tp drive Chin-
ese Communists from key areas,

Following up Sunday's flight to
Suchow, his springboard base for
operations against the important
Communist base at Lini, Shantung
Province, he made a secret flight
today to Chenchow, Government
army headquarters in Honan Pro-
vince. He conferred with top com-
manders at both, then flew back to
Nanking.

(By The Canadian Press)

WASHINGTON,  Feb. 4— Plati-
num fox furs now may enter the
United States free of duty by
virtue of a United States customs
court ruling last Faiday to the
effect that they are not silver
foxes.

The ruling, however, is almost
certain to be appealed. If the
appeal is granted the customs
import tax of 36" per-cent ad val-
orem will continue to be collect-

If the appeal is denled, im-
porters who paid the tax under
protest will be given rebates.

The present duty on silver fox
which has been applied to plati-
num fox pelts as well was fixed
in a OCanadian agreement effect-
fve Jan. 1, 1939 and applies to all
countries.

In the customs court -case,
Oimar Brager-Larsen, head of the
Norwegian Platinum Fox Breed-
ers Assoclation, was suing to
have a $28,125 ad valorem tax re-
moved from 39 platinum fox
pelts brought into the United
States in 1939.

QGranting his suit, the court de-
cided that platinum foxes, de-
scended from. an off-color fox pup
whelped in a litter of silver foxes
13 years ago in Norway, are not
true silver foxes. but "mutawons
from the silver fox.”

NEW YO Feb. 3 — (CP) —
His Most R%xpemlve Highness,

(Continued on Page 8 Ool. 4)

Utmost in Quality

o

Platinum Pelts Can
Enter U.S. Duty Free

But Situation Is Not Expected To Continue For Long.

Unemployment
Claims Increase -

(By The Canadian Press)

OTTAWA, 'Feb. 4 — Claims for
unemployment insurance benefits
registered in local offices across
Canada in December totalled 52,-
479, an’increase of 15268 from
the previous month, but a drop
cf 5133 from December, 1945, the
Dominjon Bureau of Statistics
reported today.
Benefit cheques representing a
total of $2,508,116 were forwarded
to 6882 persons for 1,268,847
compensated days in Dccember

Increases in claims filed during
December over November were
distributed by provinces as fol-
lows: Prince Edward Island, 132;
Nova- Scotia, 838; New Brunswick,
308; Quebec, 6,427; Ontario, 3,412;
Manitoba, 809; Saskatchewan, 785;
Alberta, 1,400; and British Colum-
bia, 1,160.

Mr. J.G. Taggart, chairman of
the Agricultural Prices Support
Board, Ottawa, in a telephone
conversation yesterday afternoon
with Mr. J.W. Boulter, advised him
that there is every likelihood of
the British Government taking be-
tween two and three million bush-
el of potatoes from this Province
from the 1946 crop.

Arrangements, he stated, were
proceeding “quite satisfactorily”
and he was hopeful of having at
least four hundred carloads move
through the port of Saint John
during March, before the Island
ports opened. After it was possible
to get boats to Island ports, load-
ing would continue here as quickly
as possible, providing satisfactory
arrangements can be made to have
the potatoes loaded at no greater
expense ‘than at Saint Jehn.

If the Province is able to fill
the British requirements, it will
mean a total of three thousand
carloads.

Rumor has been general that

ths order was lost to the United
States market. There was never
any foundation for these stories,
Mr. Boulter stated.
Due to the exceptionally high
standard of the grade which
must be even better than Canada
No. 1 — Island shippers were hope-
ful that a price slightly higher than
the floor would be paid. It is fear-
ed that they may be disappointed
in this respect. It is emphasized,
however, that every farmer is as-
sured of getting at least the floor
price, which is equivalent to 68
cents per bushel.

Taking “Steps”
To Meet Acute
Grain Shortage

OTTAWA,, Feb. 3 — (CP) — The
Government is taking steps to
meet an “acute” shortage of feed
grains in the Maritimes. transport
Minister Chevrier told the Com-
mons today.

The minister said arrangements
were being made to have 112 box
cars available at the Lakehead
daily for carrying grains east.

The shortage has been caused by
scarciy of box cars, Mr. Chevrier
sald in reply to a question fron
A. J. Brooks (P.C.—Royal). The
box car situation was acute.

The Transport Controller and
the railways had been dealing with
the matter on a day-to-day basis,
and the arrangement regarding the
112° cars had been worked out
jointly by them.

If that quota could be met, he
declared, the situation would be
“well in hand.”

Franz Von Papen
Faces New Charges

NUERNBERG. Feb. 4 —(AP)
Franz Von Papen was orrested dra-
matically today in the middle of
his denazificaticn trial on charges
of giving false testimony about the
purported will of Field Marshal
Paul Von Hindenburg and was
thrown into a German jail.

The fortunes of Von Papen. whc
wept in court Monday because he
said nobody bellieved him, took
their new turn when two witnesses
swore that he drew up the purport-
ed will of the late German presi-
dent, Von Hindenburg, which be-
stowed an accolade upon Adolf Hit-
ler and was instrumental in mak-
ing him fuehrer.

o Papen declared earlier that
he had handed the will to Hitler
but did not know it contained the

clause endorsing Hitler.

3
By JAMES McOCOOK
LONDON, Feb. 4—(CP) —The
House of Commons tonight gave
second reading to the Govern-
ment’s bill nationalizing the elec-
trfeity industry by a 340-to - 165

vote.

The bill would nationalize all
private and municipally - owned
power plants and permit stand-
ardization of currents and rates.

The measure how goes to com-
mittee for possible amendments
and then will be brought up for
the formality of a third reading.

H. T. N. Qaitskell, parliament-
ary secretaty to the Fuel Minis-
try, carried the closing argument
and sald the Labor Government
could ‘not delay in taking over
the industry to provide central
control and begin the develop-
ment program costing £600,000,000
(48,400,000,000).

Answering the opposition state-

Power Plants In |
Britain Nationalized

ments that the consumers were
left unprotected by the bill, Gait-
skell said:

“We do not clalm any safeguard
is y for the but
we do olaim that he is in much
more danger when under private
monopoly.”

Bir Arnold Gridley, Conservat-
fve member for Stockport, said
the power stations would cost 60
per cent more to build than pre-

Wwar,

Fuel Minister Shinwell sald
the recent cuts in the electricity
supply were due to inadequacy of
the power station plant rather

than the shortage or poor qual-
ity of coal.
One Labor member sald he

protested against the “somewhat
cavalier” treatment of local auth-
orities whose electric plants were
“eing taken over by the Govern-

Stabilization
Of Price Urged
By N. B. Member

OTTAWA, ¥Feb. 4 ~— (CP) —
Stabilization of potato prices fox
Maritime growers was asked in'the
Commons tonight by Benoit Mich-
aud (L—Restigouche), who said
they faced a “very serious plight”
because of a price slump.

Speaking In the Throme Speech
debate, Mr. Michaud proposed
that:— .

1. The Agricultural Prices Sup-

port Becard start buying potatoes

immediately at $1 a 75-pouhd

bag, instead of beginning this

policy May 1 as the Government

has undertaken it will do,

2. Acreage control be instituted

on the tasis of the present acre-

age.

3. Large producers, marketing

otherwise than locally, be given

production quotas based on aver-

age production of the last three

yeazrs.

4. The Support Board handle

all potatoes shipped by rail, sell-

ing them at a Government-fixed

minimum price of about th¢
same as the present ceiling price.

The New Brunswick membes
cald his plan need not operate in
areas where there is no necessity
for Government intervention and
it would not include local dealinga
not involving the movement of
carload lots by rail.

“If the large quantities of pota-
toes moved by rail were marketed
as suggested,” he declared, “prices
would adjust themselves automat«
ically to proper levels in other lo-
calities.

“It is the huge bulk of polatoey
grown in New Brunswick and
Prince Edward Island and moved
in carload lots which glut the mar<
ket and cause these wide fluctua-
tions in prices which are o dams

(Continusd on Page 5 Col. §)
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TORONTO;, Feb. 4 — (CP) —
Minimum and maximum temperas
tures: Vancouver 33, 43; Edmonton
11b, 26; Regina 40b, Tb; Winnipeg
23b, 12b; Toronto 30, 41; Ottawa
17, 34; Montreal 21, 38; Quebec 13,
28; Saint John 14, 42; Moncton 11,
34; Halifax 19, 42; Charlottetown
13, Sydney 14, 32; Yarmouth
28, 43. .

iSALIFAX, Feb. 4 —(OP) —
Weather synopsis and official in«
land forecasts issued by the Doe
minion Public Weather Office af
Halifax at 1115 P.M. Tuesday.
Synopsis:

The rtain in the New England
states tonight. is spreading morths
esstward and has already reached
Halifax. Snow in Qubec is spread«
ing into the northern regions,
Strong south winds will bring nmiild«
er alr to most regions tomorrow
but colder west winds will drog
temperatures again at night.
Forecasts valid until Wednesday

midnight:
Overcast, Intermittent  raing
changing to snow flurries Wednes«

da evening. tomorrow,
Colder in the evening. Light win
increasing Wednesday morning t
gouth 20 and shifting in the after
noon to west 15.

Prince Edward Island:

Overcast. Wednesday, Intermitd
tent rain changing to snow flur
ries at night. Colder tom
night. Light winds increasing Wed.
nesday morning to south 20 an
shifting in the afternoon to we:
15. High tomorrow at Charlotted
town 36.

High tide this morning at 11
and tonight 10.25.
Sun sets this afternoon at 5.

and rises tomorrow
715. '

Full moon February 5th, 10.
A M.

side Lok b

tide mif
utes later than Charlottetown,
CAR FERRY

“PRINCE EDWARD uuxm"i
Dally except Sunday.
Leave Borden at 908 AM.

ment without compensation,

Leave Tormentine at 3 P.M,




