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WEOW ," lm{arv r.n, being New Year's Dav and |3
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isswed on Tuesday. The Evening Guardian will not
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FIRE INSURANCE

The citizens’ meeting on Tuesday night in the
Board of.Trade Rooms, z report of which appeared in

- yegterday morning’s Guardian, can scarcely be said to
have heen satisfactory or conclusive.. On one matter

only. did the meeting appear to be unanimous, namely, ;
The pro-{

the need of an up-to-date fire alarm system.
test against the proposed increase was not conclusive
owing to the manner in which the vote was taken.
m.‘\% far as the addition of ‘any new light on the ne-
y gessity. forsan increase is concerned it was too diffused
to be of any real value:
: .In their first announcement the Fire Undcrwmers
. hased ‘their claim for an increase on (1) The Sum-
rsideconflagration (2) other fires in the province
ﬁring the past five years, including the St. Dunstan’s

Gatledral; (3) the imposition of the war and muni-
j - cipal taxation both provincial and Federal.
As to these, the Sumemrside fire was an ordinary
haszard amnd in general insurance usage should not ne-
cessifate ‘extra taxation; the other fires during the
past, five years ‘were of a similar character, provided
‘ against in the ordinary way by premiums calculated
1 by theiactuaries: to be sufficient to cover ordinary risks.
® The increased war taxation is only one third of the
‘ original, tax of $150, or $50. This surely cannot be

looked upon as a reason for increasing the whole pre-
¥ nnmmr.rtg,ot {He province by 15 per cent. ‘The Domi-
nion tax of 25 per cent on profits cannot be regarded as
excegsive if the' profits have dwindled to the vanishing
point. The Insurance men surely do not wish to in-
crease their profits just for the sake of paying the go-
vernment additional money.  If there is no profit then
there is no, Dominion tax except the original tax of
one per cent. The fire alarm system is what it has
been for many years.

ln these ren%om submitted by ‘the Insurance men
p: 160116 the meeeting it-cannot be claimed that amy new
conditions have been disclosed to necessitate an in-
créase.

At the meeting a somewhat startling reason was
given, namely, the inadequacy of the water supply. It
was claimed that during the fire which destroyed the
St. Dunstan’s Cathedral the water could not be forced
above the lower big windows; that the reservoir is
never sufficiently full to give necessary pressure in
case of fire; that if the reservoir were kept full'the ci-}
tizens would be obliged to use stale water. It is to be
regretted that'there was no representative of the Wa-
ter Commissioners present to verify or disprove "this
statement.  Many at the meeting were astounded at
the revelation and comment yesterday on the subject
was mingled twith indignation.

To obtain some light on the matter The Guardian
ycqtcrday, called upon the Engineer at the Pumping
Station, Mr. John McDonald, who has held the posi-
tion for the last 28 years and whose word, we believe,
will be taken without qdestion by our citizens. He au-
thorized us to state, and quote him as our authority,
that the water in the reservoir is never lower than ten
feet and never higher than fourteen feet; that every
night before the engines are stopped the reservoir is
filled to within two or three inches of the top; that
on his arrival in the morning to resume work the wa-
ter is never lower than ten feet. In case of fire he is
one of the first men called out and he remains at his
post till the bell rings “fire out.”

This'is a 'straight issue between the Board of Fire
Undérwriters and the Board of Water Commissioners.
If the water supply is believed by the fire underwriters
and their principals to be such as to necessitate a high-
er rate  of  insurance than that heretofore paid
then the citizens are suffering a wrong either through
misappréhension on the part of the insurance agents
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or neglect on the part of the Water Commissioners.
In justice to the citizens this matter should be tho-
roughly investigated and the facts made public.
As we have said the conclusions, if conclusions
«ithey may.be called, were not satisfactory and in justice
both to th¢ Underwriters who have fought many years|:
' to prcvcnt an, inckease of rates, and to the citizens the
“\Wiofe ¢ questnon should be considered by a commission
1P ctimlmuslness men and representatives from the
various publlc bodies, whose findings are more. likely
to be' acceptable to the general public than anything
that could be arrived at in a discussion at a public
meeting. | Now that the question has been raised it
" should be settled. “Nothing is ever settled until
is eetlled right.”

INTERPRETING THE PRESIDENT
SN S

Un'ited

W\' ‘President. , His, latest noteis clearly
'-' Beyond «The following from the Brooklyn
A Eagle in qeply to ggﬂhye editorial in the New York

rally accepted as the real
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statcs gpinion is especially mtercstmg at
presem Our lousins across'the bor 13f are now trying

, that is not -influenced by’ - :the : Hyphenated. ‘The
suspncnon that the President has been over-persuaded
Germari friends and that, consciously or un-
conscwusly, he is playing the German game is steadily
gammg ground and he will no doubt be expected:to
makq further ;explanations,  Says the Eagle:
The valued New York Times uses a column and
a half of editorial space to prove that Mr. Wilson’s
circular note requesting a statement of war aims was
|really a warning to Germany that she would do well
to make peace on terms acceptable to the Allies. That
is-not the interpretation put upon the note in (;ermany,
if we may judge by the expressions of opinion so far
received. That is certainly not the interpretation put
upon the note in London, where resentment of Mr,
Wilson’s attitude §s most universal. In Berlin, as in
London, the note is viewed as strengthening rather
than weakening to the German desire for a peace which
shall be advantageous in every essential respect to the
league which Germany represents.
Crediting the President with the absolute impar-
tiality which the grave responsibilities of his position
‘demand, conceding to him the loftiest and most unsel-
fish motives, the fact remains that his course has
aroused -the most bitter controvesy and necessitated
the most elaborate and not invariably fortunate or
even plausible explanations from those who uphold

Our attitnde toward the war and toward the peace
that must some time end the war should never be open
to misconstruction. It is lamentable that misconstruc-
tion should now persist. “Yet it is not to be wondered
at that it does persist when we:take into account the
President’s “pectiliar statement ‘that the belligerents
have in mind, common objectives, and also the fact
that in point of time the note coincided with the Ger-
man request for a conference. Hence the explanation
and the explanations of the e*q)lananon and the char-
ges and the counter-charges.

If, as the Times asserts, Mr. Wilson is reahy war-
ning Germany to be hospitable to the Allies’ demands,
he has not succeeded in impressing that fact upon pub-
lic opinion as expressed in Germany or upon those
who from varying motives, respectable and otherwise,
echo that opinion in this country. Perhaps the intelli-
gence of the German Government is more acute and
will be better able to discover between the lines of the
note the advice to conclude an early peace on the best
terms obtainable. Yet it would surprise no one if the
official view of the German' Government regarding the
purpose of: the note is that joyously proclaimed by its
representative in this country when he declared : “Now
we shall have a peace conference; that is, a conference
called under military conditions clearly indicating the
success of Germany in negotiations. ~Certainly, that
peint of ‘view would ‘not be without justification. The
business of .interpreting the President is susceptible
of almost-any development.

)o( .
PEACE TERMS

Mr. Bonar Law, the eminent Canadian who is
now leading the House of Commons in England put
the peace proposals of Germany and the Germanised
American and Switzerland proposals in- a nutshell
when replying the other day to a member who prated
on the blessings of peace and suggested “let us get
their terms of peace.”” Mr. Law said: “If the spirit
of the speech to which' we have just listened were to
permeate the country I believe that all the blood and
treasure which have been spent n the war would have
been spent in vain, It is all very well to say ‘let us
getgey their terms of peace’’ Yes, but can you get any
terms more binding than the treaty for the protection
of the neutrality of Belgium? Can you come to any
conclusions on.paper or by promise that will give us
greater security than we had hefore this war? Not
this nation alone, but the neutral nations, will, I hope,
understand the position at which we have now arrived.
Germany has made peace proposals, On what basis?
On the basis of her victorious armies. Is there a

war was forced"on us and the conditions under which
the war has been carried on, honestly believes that
the dangers and ‘insecutitiés from whichi we have suf-
teted can be cured in any way than by making the
Germans realize that frightfulness does not pay, that
militarism is not going to rule the world? What are
we ﬁgl]tmg for? * Not territory, not greater strength
as a .nation. We are fighting for two things—for
peace now+and for security for peace in time to come.
Let the house remember that what has happened in
this war—outrages in Belgium, outrages by sea and
land, massacres in Armenia Which Germany could
have stopped by a word—then realize this: The war
will have been fought in vain, utterly in vain, unless
we can make sure that' it shall never again be in the
power of any state to do what Germany has done. Is
peace to come in' this' war on’the basis that the great-

punished? Tt is riy fitm belief that unless all nations
in the world can be made to.realize that these inoral
forces must be vindicated there never can be an en-

during peace A
u&'r%s g

Champ Clark’s idea that a country “can kcep out of
'war by attending to its own business would cause a
Belg:an tg smile sndly and mockingly. - So far as na-
tions are concerned it does not take two to make a
quarrel—-only one; 7
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“On one’vacant lot 20 by 100 feet'a Montclair boy
of 16 raised $56 worth of vegetables,” says a . New
York exchange “Multiply this amount by the number

figures. wastes of civilization are far too Tittle

man who, considering the conditions under ‘which this )

est crime in the world’s history is to go absolutely un-|

of vacant lots in Brooklyn and you get stupendous| mm and I are mrwuslni 'hm as

a m;mxnnmwnumumr :
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,- A POSITIVE DENIAL
e
Sir— Within the past few days it
has been reported that 1 was an ap-
plicant for the office of Postmaeter
at; Charlottetown, vacant through the
death of the late' Postmaster, Mr.
Hackett. I know not how or where the
report orlglnated and when I first

heard it I paid very little' dttention
to it; but the r seems to per-
sist. I therefore, i best toyremove

matter, by giving the report a most
emphatic and positive denial.

vatives of King’s "County chose me
for their standard bearer at the next
election for the Federal House  of
Commons. I accepted the trust and
from that time forward 1 haye not for
a moment entertained the thought of
seeking or applying for any office of
emolument, under the government: I
would consider such a proceeding in
the 'highest degree, ‘mercenary, dis:
courteous, and dishonorable, It would
manifest in my opinion, a selfishness
and a willingness to betray the trust
reposed in me by the Conservatives
of King’s Oounty. I am altogether un-
willing, to be, placed in any, such false
position befare the .public. 'At'my no-
mination, 1 proclaimed myself = the
people’s candidate, and I stand by the
people who chose me. I sincerely trust
we shall bear no more: of this false
rumor which connects my name with
the vacant Postmastership.
I am, sir, ete, -

JAMES MCcISAAC.
Charlottetown,
Dec. 27, 1916.

A MAN OF ACVVENTURE.

The current number of ‘the Cana-
dian Courier pays. the following tii-
bute to Capt. John L. Read who re-
cently: left to take charge of the new
.ice-breaker, John D. Hazen, recently
sold. to the Russian government and
which is to be delivered in Archangel
by Capt. Read. The paragraph is il-
lustrated with two  excellent cuts:—
“It is recorded that one Capt. Buck-
man, a native of -Hantsport, Nova
Scotia, was once an admiral in the
Turkish navy. Buckman (or Buckrum)
took a yacht which the Turkish gov-
ernment had purchased in the United
States across to Turkey and the
Turks appreciated his services - so
highly that they made him a sort of
rear-admiral. - Now little Prince Ed-
ward Island is contributing an ad-
miral to a foreign: navy. Capt. John
Read, for many years in charge of
one of the government steamers ply-
ing in winter time between the Is-
land and the mainland, took the ice-
breaker Minto, over to Archangel and
the Russians were so pleased  with
his exploit that they asked him to
come again. And he is now complying
with their request, going in command
of the new ice-breakeéer “J. D. Hazen,”
which has been renamed the “Mikula
Selianinatoitch.” - :Capt. Read has
been asked to ‘‘attach” himself to
the Russian navy te take command of
the entire fleet of’ice-breakers, with
the rank of admiral. Capt. Read is a
native of Summersitle, Prince Edward
Islahd, and is regai‘ded ‘ar one of the
most capable ‘master marihiers in the
Maritime Provinced. 'He ‘made several
trips 'to Hudson's Bay; and the accomi-
panying snapshet shows him display-
ing his.*bag’? 'of ducks, the-result of
one'day's sport at Eric Cove, ' Hud-
son’s ‘Bay. The snapshot clearly dem-
ongtrdtes that he:can handle a gun
as well as a ship.”

BUSINESS: FlRST.
——ttr

Guest——- “I must take.the next !rain
It means .money ' to me! How ‘soon
does it go?”

(lerk, country inn)— “I'd  lose my
job if I told you! It means mcney to
us to keep you here!”
e

She: Jones is very absent mlnded
He: Is that so?

She: Yes, he:thought the. other
morining that he left his watch at
home and he took it out of his pocket
to eee whether he had timeé enough
to go home-for it.

DAILY SELECTIORS FOR
QUARDIAN READERS

Repeated by request. o
I do not. pray useless ‘stories of gold:
en treasures,
Beloved or not,
Nor yet that one unbroken round of
earthly pleasures,
May be your lot;
But” rather that. your fa.ith and' love,
no dross possessing,
A8 gold may shine
And all your pnthp be lighted ‘pp with
heavenly blessing,
And peade divine, .
I cannbt ask that naught o! bitter
pain and sorrow, 3
.Thy cup may, hold,
Or that. you may not feel th& ‘shook
~ today, to-morrow, ey
(27 Of conflict bold;
But that-the sanctifying' power
furnace trial,
; Though' burning hot, .
May leave your ibul, as gun ior avory

of

’l‘hy henrt lays bare; ""4
But I would wish to see thee rich
heavenly treasures,
Full’ well refined,

gifts doth measure,
Nor fall behind.
I do not, cannot ask for you a lum'
blessing,
‘Thap God’s own lov
To dwell with him and all hlp bonnd
less wealth possessin
In heaven above,

strangers,

considered.” Could not the samé Species Qt”ﬁ'uriﬁ
Ibe applied to Charlottetown?
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all uncertainty in connection with the

A little over'a y,r ago the Conser|

ly IR EDMUND WALKER.‘
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The end of the war is not in sight,
but the wounded and otherwisedisabled
soldiers are coming back, and it is not
too early to come to close 'ghips with
the prcblem of finding
for those who have nc claims cn pre-
vious employers, and of caring  for
those who are partly or cbmpletely
disabled .
We have, to ccnsider what we owe
man who has fought to defend
ouf le‘rés. ‘our property and ‘our liber-
ty, and we have to consifjer how : to
prevent the discrganization ‘of indus-
trial society whep the soldiers come
back in large numbers and the ma-
king of army supplies has come to
an end. N
We'do not wish the soldiers’ home-
coming to mean, except perhaps tem-
porarily, a cause cf industrial distur-
bance. We want, on the comtrary,
to find in it a great opportunity to
increase the prosperity and happiness
of that part of the Empire which they
have fought to save.
We shall have lost fcrever
bouring power of our heroic dead and
of those few who are totally disahled.
We shall have gained the 'labour’ of

lank of,

cmployment |4

the la-

many womep untried bhefcre the war;
we shall have gained ' the
strength, physical and mental, - of,
countless soldiers who throngh the!
war have “found” themsetves!' | and::
we' shall, in° much fewer c¢ases, have
returned soldiers who are /‘more. or|
less wrecked physically or m(«)m‘.nlly|
but who are not quite useless 10 the
community. i
1 presume much bf the work to he
done by the Military Hospitals -(Qom-
mission leads ‘directly to'" the' larger
work ¢f land and industrial settement,
For obvious reasons we shall' - hope
that many of the returned soldiers
will take’ 'up land. Theé manner of
selecting such land so that communi-
ties of loyal men shall be: planted. in
every province, of caring ‘for the sol-
dier~farmer /inihis early: years of set-
tlement, and of lending him money for
improvements, is:of. prime impoertance.
Meantime - the:Hospitals: Commis-
sion. has,:added to its other burdens,
the duty.of making sunitable for work, |
by -training ‘and: hy ' the use of newly
invented implementa, men who wauld
otherwise in many cases he a charge, |
upon the country and a monnmenu ot
our: ingratitude: i<
In-my yaqunger days the one- legged.
and one-armed sclliex 'was always pre-
sent, eloquent of war, and.not without |
a meaning jto, the: community;~“}est
we forget.! .7 Wa:were used- to seding
a bank-messenger;, with one sleeve
pinned to ;hist hreaqt :and his hnndsqme’
commissiegnaive coat-covered with me-
dals. i
I
HANDICAPPED, BUT NOT DISA L-
TAINTARs ki visbe sy
To-(lay. evcry‘,;smnlnyer: 'm‘ ‘ lahoul‘.
manufacturer, merchant, ' banker, or
whatever, his calling, should be' consi-
dering how /e can employ a few part-
ly disabled men, and thus do some-

the , war.

Many . a machine shop mm use a cey-
tain .numbes.of ' one-armed’ and pno-]
legged men wlth hardly, any losg ot’
efficiency ., The Hospllnls Commis-
sion sends them out, better prepqred
to lessen the eilect:of their disabili-
ties than the wcunged soldiers ° of
other wars.

In a recent campalgn to raise ‘mo-
ney for,the British Red: Cross, two
‘officers totally blind from the. effect|
of wounds appeared before the pub-
lic. Both had been trained .in’the
wenderful establishment in England
administered by Sir Arthur Pearson.
One of these blind officers is now ;em-
ployed as an expert electrician, ile
the other is a competent actuary ‘and
already engaged ip soliciting pr in-
surance.

Totally blind men are being trained
ag stenographers, taking shorthand
notes by a system which enables them
to'be read by touch before being type-
written by the same blind operator.

more éfficient than the average s
grapher.

What the peaceful communitio
home must bear in mihd is that t eser
men are not rendered unfit:for ugeful
work but thgt they are hdndicapped
or fcrced' by the loss of one limb or
sense tg put more energy lnto elr
remaining abilities.

have some men to be entirely taken
care of by the state. = T hcpe that in]
creating Soldiers’ Homes for  these,
as well as in finding good work for all
not totally disabled, we shall complete-
ly revoluticnize: the past and! make
the. name of Canada shine brightly: f

fts wisdom and its humanity in carin

added ;|

thing:more in: carrying the hurdens of

Some of these men are already 'much| |
no-| |
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New Creations

Shaker Knit Coat. Sweaters.
BOGBBIE BURNS SETS... '

Scarf§,'Caps and Pull-Oveis in the following

combinations

Rose and White
.. Saxe and ‘White

Red and White
Copen and White

ALSO

- White, Crimson, Blue, Brown, Plaids’ and Rose-

See

Our

'Pull over Sweaters in White, Plain and Rope 'Stitoh
thh big Roll Collar at $5.50 and 6.50

ob

Onlv seven Maize Silk Sweaters with Scaffs left

Patons

in Nile ,Green, Mauve, Tan, Black and Purple, Leather
and White from $11.98 to $23.00

Limited

JAS. S. HANSON,

The Spot Cash Fur Buyer

-0f New

York,

is now in P. E. ISLAND where he will remam for a
short time only.

Partles Having Pelts

of any kmd are requested to communicate with htm at

tPost Office Box 1

Same method as last year.

56, Summerside.

«All Valuations are Backed
by Spot Cash.

3682-12-28-M2i.

tonsidered by many persons to be the

08t

t has sometimes

beautiful of all Christmas carols.
been ascribed tc

ey All'the ingenuity -of this lngonlou=l :
. Wiraliheds age should be employéd no matter at

urn Y B e e Hhaps % TRSUR ANCIENT ¢ S is one of the oldest pléces of coherent
W s b " er to earn his owp' living,—wh CHRISTMAS CAROLS.! music in existence, ‘and  both the
. A ouse ) Wll“ not affect any pension 'he may re- words and music l'nr antedate any of
: ceive. B ”' the others. The music" " i8"8n old
SUOAOEOADAPNOKNUPAPEIXONR When' everything that ! numan Bkill ’I‘he ancient ‘Christmas carol “Holy French melody, dated from m.nth(r.
FRIENDSHIP. and sympathy can do 18 ddne, wo shall| Night” t§ Germati in its origin and 8| teenth century, although,” of ‘course,

it*has been harmonized  to conform
with more modern standards.
There is a most curious but beau-

Mnrun Luther, but ‘the consensus of tiful musical effect at the close of

OXDB

older than his time and is one of the Immanuel.” are abou

rt opinfon. {is that it i3 much

oldest of German folk songs.
| The carol “God Rest Ye& Merry,Gen-

for its crippled h_eroes.

tlemen,” i English in its origin and

The

this carol. The words of “Draw Nigh,
t 100 years older
than the music, being /taken from the
Mozarabic breviary of the twelfth

century, and it is generally believed

dates back to about the beginning of that they were taken from the litur-
the seventeenth century,although the gy of the early Christians at Toledo

author cf the worlds and the compos ! Sphin, where the Mazarabic breviary
er of the music are unknown.

was gormulated.

* Y. 'gelf-denial, | “third voice part, as formerly, This that rellow whose migtakes cause’ #o
ait 4 Without q ont carol, too, is one of the most popular.much trouble.” ~ A
1 wonld mi seek to rescue ,yoqg ‘f°’¥ and most beautiful in the entlre range “What is tt?” { i e
“griefs ‘grim olm of .¢ i ow ristmas musie. “He doesn’ hal '"'ﬁ‘ {ntens
- " "Nor cry to spare, ( | The car "Drnv Nigh. Immanuel,” { tions were good, an Bk
thn ‘God, with hll\ﬁ‘“ Iom skll- - : : P S SR
\ | thaster

Yes, rich as God alone his bduntoous i

fine oid melody sung ‘to 'this' poem
possesses all the best qualifications
of a sterling hymn tune and will pro-
bably last as long as the verses with
which it is always associated. |
Originally the old "carol was. sung
ln polyphonic harmony with the maﬂ
ody placed in the tenor, as was the:
invariable custom of the seventeenth
ﬁeu&u Vs ‘Modern transcriptions of it,
owever, have placed the melody in
the upper voice part instead of the

Another carol, “The' First Noel,”
has a traditional Ffench melcdy ancl
probably originated in Breton, al-
though the exact origin of this fine old
song is' somewhat in _doubt.

¢

SOMETHING, . IN/ HI8 FAVOR.

——

“There’'s one thing 1 will

say for

PRI Vg

XniasG ttsthat will se Appreciated ForMen andBoys
,ommgamsaommmra:mu&sr rs, Ab

; t evemmhi %ﬂ:’% mﬂl

N—nhckey boou, Overshoes, Rubbers, Feltand Pat

FOR-theLﬂTLETOTS—Pr tty Patent Boots, (Blue, G rey,
Wllite and Red, Felt Slipperg.t‘? bwts Blue Grey and me Topa)




