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* THE CHRISTM AN SPIRIT
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\
This is Christmas week, and no doubt we shall
¢ all--or nearly all--exchange the usual Christmas
! compliments with our friends and neighbors and
; ‘“swap” Christmas gifts with our intimates. Als)
; we shall dole out a charity to the poor. Quite &
1 numbe* of children to whom Santa Claus is an un-
¢ certain quantity will find that, after all, heis a
be gladdened;

there may be something left over for supper and
, the great majority of our poor people will be happy
. for the day, or at least a part of it, and the benefact-
. ors will devoutly thank God that He has put it .into
+ their hearts and given them means to thus help the
1 poor: for they have been taughtfrom early childhood
that the giving of the smallest gift, even a cup - of
cold water in “His name” is a meritorious act.
Is this all there is to the “Spirit of Christmas”?,
As we pointed out yesterday there are really — poor
people in Charlottetown, people who are actually dy-
ing of poverty, people whose children have died since
last Christmas because the last Christmas  dinner,
kindly donated as it was, was not sufficient to keep
soul and body together till the next Christmas.
The Examiner, after a special survey gives a
number of pathetic instances of poverty personally
. witnessed by its reporter. A widow supporting by her
« day’s work a family of eight young children, the eld-
' ‘est fifteen and working, a girl of eleven looking af-
ter the home and the little ones while the mother and
sister are out working. The pathetic feature of this
case is the mother’s patient mortherly hope that in
t a few years the other children will be able to heip!
' Will the “little mother” of eleven be equal to the
, task? Will the little ones and the “little mother" be
sufficiently fed and clohed--between Christmases--
to make them the physically and mentally strong
men and women that the children of such a brave
mother should be, and would be if they had a chance?

ing for six small children while the wife and mothex

with death;

And this is a Christian city, this is Christmas

never know want, homes to  whose children Santa
Claus is a blessed reality, to whom want, even in the
long years to come is not a possibility. -

charity organizations, are generous and probably few
of the very poor are long neglected. Yet the charit;

partially relieve all the misery.

“The poor ye shall always have with you”, they
belong to us, they are our rightful and legitimate
wards. They may be “God’s poor”, “the devil’s poor™

look after them! not at Christmas alone but always.”
How shall it bé ‘done? The grace of Christian charity
will show the way. As mentioned in our yesterday’s
reference to the subject, there are the Dispensary
the Salvation Army, the St. Vincent de Paul Society
the Children’s Aid Society and the various church or-
ganizations, any of which will be glad to dispense
where and when needed, not only during Christmas
but throughout the year, any gifts in food, clothing
or cash that m@y be enrusted to them.

RAILWAY EXPENDITURE
It is estimated that this year’s operations on the
Canadian National Railway will show a deficit of
about sixty million dollars. The figures are startling
| In view of the fact that freight and passenger rates
have been increased to an almost prohibitive figure
and that the rajlway is still going behind, the out-
¢+ look is anything"but reassuring. It must not, however
4 be assumed that the expenses of running the roads
! cannot be redueed. It is pointed out that the railway
wage now averages $2,000 a year compared with;
$706 immediately before the war. An increase of
three hundred per cent in the wage bill alone is en-
ough to account for the deficit; to this must be add-
ed the increased cost of coal as well as increases in
¢ost of material.
i ;"I.-'his is one of the greatest problems today con-
fronting Canada.
-Canada isstill a young country; much of the
territory traversed by its railways is sparsely popul-
ated so that the’ cost of running the system is out of

J. R. Burnett, Bditor and Pabfxher, 3rd, enclosed a lengthy clipping

; rea_tlity and their l,i'ttle hearts will e we would not be justfied in modify-
1 (I'lllte a number Ot Deople WhO have nOt eﬂJoyed a ing or withdrawing our argument.
. Square meal since the Angels:glad song was  last|our Comment, it will be remem-
¢« heard will enjoy at least one dinner and  possibly[bered was in protest agalnst al-

Another case is that of a tuberculous father car- '
is out working; a poor home, poorly ventilated, a hot-!there is poverty in the great cities
bed of tuberculosis in which six children are playing!

week; and the above cases are only two of many;‘
many who are sandwitched in between homes that,

; g el
What are we going to do about it? The vanouS}
|

organizations have their limitations; they have other|i scemst—1 1ay me down to bask
responsibilities and other duties and it is impossible in pleasant dreams. My sock was
with all their care to see to all the needs and to even| eie santa Claus must see . if

or ‘“‘poor devils” but they are all ours and it is ours to|

An est d subscriber, writing
from Elrose, Sask., taking excep-
tion to our “Comment” of , Dec.

from the Saskatoon Star, and says,
~—'l don't think you or the per-
son that wrote that comment ever
gave the matter much thought.
Just figure out what your flour
costs you a year and the amount of
your other bills such as tobacco,
cigars, candy, tea and what is
called more of a luxury,the movies,
and you will be surprised to find
that your daily flour bill is the
least.” We have carefullyy read
the clipping sent us and if our
friend will follow closely our analy-
sis, if he is the sensible man we
take him to be, and free from the
natural grain . growers prejudices,
be will most surely conclude that

lowing the poor man’s food, the
wheat supply of Canada, coming
under the control of a great mon-
opoly, with only their own per-
sonal interests to serve and the
whole consuming public abhsolutely
at their mercy.

The Saskatoon Star's first arg-
ument is that in the United Stutes
5,284,115 attended the movies at 30
cents each and a total cost of $1,
586,246.60 and that the raw flour
consumption of these - persons
would only amount to $3,174,193
or double the amount paid tc
movies. It does not take account
of the fact that this represents oc-
caslonal visits of a much larger
number while flour consumption
embraces the whole population
using It three meals a day, and
that this amusement is indulged
in by the wealthy and a compara-
tively small portion of the hun-
dred million population, the great
bulk of whom in battling against
the high cost of living can not get
a look into these shows. Our argu-
ment’ is on behalf of those who are
not able to indulge in the movies,
autos’ and luxuries to which the
Star applies for ‘a foundation of
argumen{. While the Grain Grow-
ers of the West, especially those
close to the cities, are in compara-
tive wealth and can look lightly
upon the cost of these amuse-
jments, they must remember that

|of the oytside world and millions
who are pinched by the few cents

i
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CHRISTMAS MUSINGS

(Repeated by request)
One winter night—how loug agce

Lung hard by the quilting frame,

when he came. I'd been assured by

relders, good and wise, that he would
come when I had closed my eyes;
along the roofs he'd drive his team
and sleigh, and down the chimney
make lls wooty way. And much |
wondered, as 1 drowsy grew, how
he would pass the elbows in  the
flue,

The morning came, the Christ-
mas bells rang loud, I heard the
¢inging of a joyous crowd, and in
my sock (hat bicsseed day 1 found
& gitt that made my head whirl
round and round. A pair of skates,
whose .runners shone like glass,
whose upper parisewere rich  with
steel and brass! A pair of skates thai
would the gods suffice, if ever gods
£0 scooting o'er the ice! All
through the day I held them in my
arms and nursed them close, nor
wearied of their charms. I did not
envy then the king his crown, the
knight his charger, or the mayor
his town. I scaled the heights of
rapture and delight-—I had new
skates, on, rare and wondrous
sight!

‘Twas long ago, and they who
loved me then are in their graves,
the wise old dames and men. Since
that day when rang the morn-
ing chimes the Christmas bells have
rung full forty times; the winter
snow is on my heart and hair, and
old beliefs nave vanished in thin
air, No more 1 wait to hear old
Santa’s team, as drowsily I drift
into a dream. Aga< hasg no myths,
no legends, no bellefs, but only
facts, and facts are mostly griets.

I've prospered well, I've earned
a goodly store, since that bright
motning in the time of yore, My
nome is fliled with rare and costly
things, every day some modern com
fort brings; I’'ve motor cars and
also speedy stecds, and goods to
meet all human wants or needs;
and at the bank, when I step in the
door, the money changers bow
dowan to the floor.

The* bells of Christmas clamor
in the gale, but I am old, and life
is flat and stale. I'd give my hoapd

proportion to the revenue from the patronage it re-
cgi;ﬁs. As the gountry is opened up and business ex-
pands, the disparity between revenue and cost of
runhing will be.gradually eliminated and the invest-
metit, costly a;t'is at present, will eventually prove
a gr_!o_d one fo® the country. The difficulty
|\ now is to finance with the present wage schedule
the great white elephant, a heritage from the late Li-

' For those cheap skates I'd give my

for just one thrill of joy, such a8 |
knew when as a little boy, I proud-
Iy went and showed my youthful
mates my Qbrisymas gift-—a pair
of ehining skates!

motor cars, my works of art,*my
Cuba-made clgars, my stocks and
bonds, my hunters and my hounds,
my statelyaumansion and my terrace
grounds, if, having them, I once|:

" fligure, per week, is 16.4 per fam-
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additiona! cost of flour and bread,
of which our western -.friends
speak so lightly A
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The Star’s article, which in jus-
tice to the paper we must say is
contributed, states that, *“The
world and~his brother pays double
the sum of his raw flour bill for
butter alone every day, and yet the
vap of the self appointed defender
is noticeable for his silence ‘on_this
point,” and then it advises in the
way of proof to “just itemise these
things- as they appear on the groc-
ery bills,”. Nothing could be fair-
er than this method of determin-
ing the issue, but which bills will
we itemise, the man of & wealth
whose use of this article is on ex-
travagant lines, or th eone of mod-
erate means who cannot touch it
at all but must content himelf with

i

oleomargarine or other substitutes,
or still worse the poor man who
scarcely knows the taste of butter,
but must have flour to keep hody
and soul together.

To meet this argument let us take
the statistacal tables of the De-
partment of Labor, which are. bas-
ad on ‘‘a liberal supply for an av-
erage family, healthy, of a man at
‘hard physical work.” It puts cost
of bread at 144.4 and flonr 84.0 or
a ‘total of 228.0 per week. In butter
the figures .are solids 118.8 and
creamery prints 66.8 or a total of
184.0. While these facts are strong-
ly at variance with the reasoning
in the Saskatoon Star, it has little
more force from the standpoint of
sensible economics than the art-
icle to which it is a complete
answer. As in butter so in wheat
it is a basic food central to a group
of other substitutes or auxiliar-
fes. ,Corn, oats, harley, buckwheat,
rice, rye, beans, peas and all art-
icles of this class enter into the
list of articles for family con-
sumption, and the cost of these
are ulmost wholly regulated and
fixed by the cost of wheat These
costs apply not only to the hu-
man consumption but to the feed
of animals and stock, and a wheat
corner and monopoly would ine-
vitably result in a forcing up of
prices oun bhutter, eggs, cheese,
milk, pork: meats and poultry of
every description The very high
cost of butter which is the hase of
their argument has its origin in
the original high cost of wheat.

Our friend cites tobacco, candy,
cigars and tea as further in-
stances for comparison. Every
one must have bread, but very
many do not use tobacco and can-
not afford the candy. It may be a
surprise to him to learn that the
average consumption of tobacco,
in all forms, does not exceed $5,
per head in Canada per year - In
black tea’ the Labor Department

ily of five, and iy green tea 16.8,
or less than $9.00 per family ‘per
year in each variety. We -have
no candy statistics at our elbow bat
if present their comparison with
wheat and flour would not be of
an alarming character. The Star
argument misconceives the situa-
tion when it says, “the talk still

|a populathn of over thirty millions
|Hurrowing details of the awful suf
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b, ‘ost. The Charlottetowen around them without sharing with igard to all our possessions -the | Christianity, .
Guardian, does not necesss § them their last crust. Hence the Lord Jesus is now testing ws. It N"eﬁ’enihh's injunction.
\arlly endorse the opinlons § ' necessity of our churches giving| we stand the test we may expect 4 | congregation of Isihel {s 0 thy
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THE CHINA FAMINE

Sir,—Allow me through the col:,
umns of your widely read journal
to bring before your readers the
necessity of responding at once to
the cry for food that comes to us
from China

Honan one of the most import-
ant provinces of China has had no
rainfall for three seasons. It has

ferings of these people have ap -
peared from time to time in our
public press and so need not he'
repeated here, The cry, is most ur- |
gent. No time fs to be lost if wo|
would save even a majority of {
them from death, l
This appeal for help comes home |
to all our communitics on thoi
|

ground of our common humanity.
It was Christian sentiment when
our old dragen Roman declared. “I
am a man—anything that uﬂ‘ncls'
man interests me.” We have ui'l.ul:l
hoasted i our songs at least that
we are Britons, anr people proved

their manhood by rashing (o \h.-é \

defence of weak nations and poir-
ed out their blood and moncy un-!
stintedly through four weary years.
Shall we now go back on Lhut:
noble record and by delatoriness or
indifference do nothing to feed the
hungry. If we are true Britons wn-i
will act at'once for true manhood is
real . brotherhood. : ‘ 1'

But this appeal for help comes!
to us with added force on the'
ground of our Christianity.

The professed followers of Christ
cannot turn a deaf ear to any (-r,\-I
of distress and be true to their,
Master. All our different denomin-
ations have missionaries in that

!
a cheap and safe form of bluft for
they know the stake will never be
forfeited This would mean a con-
sumption of five barrels and 115
pounds of flour per year for each
man,woman and child in the house-
hoiu. or for w aundy ol ten fifty-

six barrels approximately per _\'om;.'

118 it could succeed in proving this

as possible it would damn its own'
case by involving the head of the
family in a cost for flour alone of
about $650.00 often more than- his
whole earnings amount to. But:
bluff is sometimes sweet.

In the same city, Saskatoon, l)lnl
Michael Clarke was the principal
speaker at a meeting attended by
about 600 people introducing the
newly christened Grain Growers
“National Progressive Party". Pro-
tection was his principle target,and
all the old time arguments werof
re-hashed but in some instances
with a new dressing His eloqu-

country. The Presbyterians alone cieties doing their part:- and the
have about sixty, including ordain-
ed men, medical men and lady
3 teachers in the very midst of the
stricken area of Honan. These mis
sionaries cannot see men, women
and children starving and dying

' Men canvassing men for subscrip- X being cold and dead will be renew-
/Llonu. women working through their  ed. God's promise on this point is s
W. M. S.. The Young Peoples So-' very assuring and very definite, B

Sable Muff ... .. Lk e e $91.25 now $73.00
Racoon Mufl oo iim idaaias $64.50 now $51.60
Brown Lynx Muff ................ $44.50 now $35.60
Sable Muff ........... by N $93.00 now $74.40
Racoon -Muff. , ...u00 . o b $64.50 now $51.60
Manchurian Wolf Muff ......... ...+ $12.00 now $9.60
Black Fox Muff .......... o R $59.75 now $47.80
Red Fox Muff [ .. i viiiss o i ..$87.50 now $70.00
Black: Seal Muff .. ... ... 000 i, $40.00 now $20.00
Red Fox Muff ... i eiibn 5o .. ..$29.75 now $23.80
Racoon Mt}ff ..................... $31.50 now $25.20
Sable MUttt gl Lo $93.00 now $37.40

ence did not cover the period of
his fifteen years support of thu;
highest protective policy ever,
known in Canada, under the Laur-
iy Governmaent. nor did he vouel: 1
safe a reason why 20 then held it

goes on that the world and his
brother can’t afford to pay A DE-
CENT PRICE FOR \WHEAT.”
The people have dlmost without
murmur heen’ paying high prices
for wheat, nor have they the sligth-
est objection to paying not only u
“DECENT” hut a LIBERAL price.
Their protest is against continuing
it on a war basis whilst every- NN \’\\‘
thing else tumbles to the pre-war

base, and against 2 momopoly con- ’_—: D 0 D D’S d

Continued On Page Ten,

trol that will jack them up to IN- .
DECENT AND UNJUST PRICES
FOR ALL TIME TO COME.

In order to prove their  claim
that the high cost of living is in
items other than wheat, the Local
Grain  Growers have Huhscrlliml. L
something over $400.00 as a wager | §
to back up a challenge that no! m
family in Saskatchewan can for
thirty consecutive days cor.ume 2
und of’ flour per head, per meal
and for three meals per day It is

A = ,/’l ¢
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The Pdpular Verdict |

It is sometimes advisable to “follow thecrowd”—to ac-
cept the popular verdict. i
In respect to Life Insurance, for example, it is clear
that very strong reasons musa have influenced the num
erous persons whose applications for protection have, for
thirteen successive years, given the Great:-West Life the
largest Canadian Business of all the Canadian Companies.
Low rates—high profits--liberal policy conditions-——
have-been the reasons,

Ask for information, and for'pumnhlet showing Profits
the Great-West Life policy holders are recelving,
THE GREAT-WEST LIFE ASSURANCE COMPANY

Branch Office Charlottetown

Hyndman & Co. Ltd.

again might know the joy I knew

tl. Government, which when originally launched
: wﬁoﬁg"oﬁlye’n' 00 S

0,000 but which in reality cost|so lone. s

[ i i
il 5

long ago,:
4 WALT '_QMON.

Managers for P, E. I,

DECEMBER 24, 199,
Matthew 3:10, ’ :

. Golng torward to a carng o |
mas pampering our chlmr,nchmt
all kinds of toys and swey , "0
while doing nothing for t&mw&
starving children in Ching {5 .!0'"'
way of giving a death blow

Sunday Schools moving also so
that our combined offerings may
be somewhat respectable,

There are few of our people: who
have not increased thelr wealth
during the last few years. With re

tor(,\'

sweet and fend a portion to Qm
who have nothing.” f

A
I am, sir, ‘9l
CLERGYMAY
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Now Here are the Prices
You Have been Waiting For

BUY IIER A FUR COAT

Read lhis'(‘hrist-nmé List

Muffs Muffs Muffs

Neck Pieces and Throws

Sable Neck Piece $110.25 only 2 pieces left now . .$88.20

Beaver Neck Piece ............... $67.25 now $53.80
Racoon Neck Piece ............... $30.00 now $24.00
Brown Wolf Neck Piece ........... $66.00 now $52.00
Beaver Cape .............. Wi $100.00 now $80.00
Tauple Wolf Neck Piece ........... $25.00 now $20.00
Grey Manchurian Wolf ...... Weeo..$24.85 now $19.50

1 Seal Coat, Sable collar and cuffs was $256.00 now
$231.00. :
.1 Seal Coat, Grey Opposum collar and cuffs was
9$445.00 now $321.00.
1 Seal Coat, Sable collar and cuffs was $257.00 now
$232.00.

1 Seal Coat, plain was $222.76 now $178.70.

1 Seal Coat: Sable collar and cuffs was $330.00 now
$264.00. : Egina

1 Seal Coat, plain was $313.50 now $250.80.

2 Rat Coats self collar and cuffs was $313.50 now
$250.80.

2 Rat Coats self collar and cuffs was $313.50 now

§200.00, .
Natural. Wolf Muff ............... $24.00 now $19.20
Rat Muffo i vl o s $46.20 now $36.96

Natural Wolf Muff .............. . .$256.00 now $20.00
S)able Muffe ool s e $85.00 now $68.00
Racooh.Muff .o, . S eiaii $42.50 now $34.00
JRaecoon Muft ... 4. $31.50 now $24.00
‘B]ack Wolf ...................... $59.00 now $47.20
Manturian ‘Black Wolf Muff ....... $19.75 now $15.80
Manturian Black Wolf Muff ........ $12.75 now $10.20
Red Fox Muﬁ: ................... $72.50 now $58.00
Sable Muff . ‘. ..... .. e G $85.00 now $68.00
Beaver MO ooy, i $72.50 now $58.00
140 O i 1Y R R AR $74.25 now $59.40

Australian Red Fox Neck Piece .. ..$40.50 now $32.40
Manchurian Wolf Neck Piece :.....$21.00 now $16.80
Mole Skin Neck Piece $60.00, large size, now . . .$48.00
Manchurian Dog Neck Piece . .. .....$14.50 now $11.60
Manchurian Wolf Neck Piece .. ... .$24.00 now $19.20
Manchurian Dog Neck Piece .. ... ...$10.:25 now $8.20
Manchurian Dog Neck Piece . .. ... . $1850 now $14.80

Mink Neck Piece ,......... 1 im0 $15.75 now $12.60
Black Manturian Wolf Neck Piece 1875, 2’ gieces,
$15.00. \

Beaver Throw .............. +...$132.00 now $105.00

1 Rat Coat self coll: )
$264.00. self collar and cuffs, was 5339_‘00, now
2 Australian Beaver Coats was $806.75 now $245.00
$16510£’ony Coat self collar and cuffs, was $206.25, now .
1 Pony Coat, Be )| ‘ ,
tow 388100, aver eollaviand cuffs, win $8E8cTD
1 Pony Coat R I "
Hibww $%l§:9 0. acoon collar and cuffs was\ $33.00-0.
1 ny Ooa't, Gre Sum 1 A Eh
s 538 Oy Opronam sl ad it
armot Coat,, sel :
Ak $%417.80. at,, self collar and cuffs, was $272 (2)(5;
1 Marmot Coat, Be: it e 4340.00
now $230.00. aver collarv and cuffs, was 8339 I

: -'\»"i'
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