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“SATURDAY, JUNE 7, 1919,

THE GREAT PROBLEM.

Rev. Dr. Salam Bland, a prominent Methodist cler-
gyman, addressed the Industrial Relations Commission
in Toronto the other day, giving a panacea for the bre-
sent industrial unrest. His proposal was the creation of
a system whereby business would be conducted with co-
operation and not profit as the incentive.

The elimination of profit as the incentive to business,
while a beautiful and a

work satisfactorily “in this practical
Twentieth Century. Much as we might desire to have
it otherwise, it is quite safe to say that if this incentive
had been eliminated fifty years ago and the industrial
world had been actuated by the principle implied, we
would never have heard of the captains of industry to
whose keen business desire to make profit for profit’s!
sake we owe much of the progress of today. The Andrew
Carnegies, the Tom Liptons, the T Eatons, the Henry
Fords, and the hundred and one others of recent and
present days, whose names will occur to the reader,
would have passed their days in quiet and monotonous ob-
seurity and the world would - have ~gone without the
wealth they accumulated and the benefactions they have |
individually made. T . '
It is perhaps humiliating to admit, but it is best to
admit it, that the world’s prosperity and progress today !
are built upon the very incentive that Dr. Bland would !
climinate, the desire to make profit, to make big profit, |
and to make it anyway. . e
Were all men, employers nd employes, actuated by
the lofty motives impelling Dr. Bland himself, and  so
many of his fellow ministers who are giving freely of
their time and talents solely for the benefit of their fellow
men and with the hope of only a bare living; were they
actuated by the spirit that prompted a half million Cana-

magnanimous theory, would, !
with all due deference to the opinion of Dr. Bland, not |
matter-of-fact | enjoyed Tassday. in
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dians to risk their lives on the battlefield for a cause and
a mere pittance, then there would be a reasonable hope|
that they would give of their best to promote the world’s |
progress. Unfortunately all men are not so constituted;’
unfortunately the impelling power in the world today is
selfishness and it must be admitted that under its impulse
wonderful material progress has been made, wonderful!
progress in science, in invention, in commerce—in every- |
thing, in fact, that has profit for its goal. |
By this progress the world has been greatly benefit- |
ed; on the profits thus selfishly made, many of our bene- |
volent institutions have been built, which without this |
incentive and this questionable motive would never have |
materialized. ;
Selfishness, the warring instinet, competition, all are
vices and all antagonistic to the Golden Rule; yet out of
all these wood has come, good which we have no warrant
to believe would have been achieved otherwise.
Material prosperity and moral and spiritual pros-,
perity unfortunately do not run parallel; indeed it would |
not be too much to say that they cross each other at a very |
.obtuse angle. Some day they may merge into each.other—/
constitute either a grand millenial highway upon which |
we shall do unto others as we would have others do unto |
us, or a great commercial higlhway upon which, as now, !
cuccess shall be attained by elbowing others out of our
path and pushing the weaker against the wall.
__.___.0.—-———-—
A GOOD SUGGESTION, ;
We entirely agree with the suggestion made by Mr.
P.S. Brown at the Labor Union meeting, briefly reported
in yesterday’s Guardian, that the City Council be appeal-
ed to at once to investigate the high cost of living. The
Council has authority to do this, and there is room for
‘such investigation.  Prices of many articles in every day
use in every home are not by any means justified by the
inereased cost of labor and of material; somebody, some-
where, is making too much money out of the needs of the
consumer. It is all very well for Grit politicians and
Grit newspapers to blame the Government for the high
cost-of commodities: that is only-a poor political game
that offers no remedy. There are real grievances, there
are palpable overcharges right here in Prince Edward
_Island; there are differences in prices in different stores
for the same articles. An investigation, properly con-
ducted, would elicit much interesting information and
might lead to a remedy. We trust the City Council will
take hold of the matter and see what can be done.
; _—
THE POOR PATRIOT.
: ———ee
The condition to which the Patriot has been reduced
by its pre-election activities is truly pitiable. In yester-
day’s issue of the Guardian we commented approvingly
of the condition of the Winsloe Road, adding, “this is
. only one such community in the province in which the
" condition of the road gives the visitor his first favorable
impression. There are others in which good roads and
prosperous farming go hand in hand.” This latter com-
ment the Patriot twisted into “there is only one such
community in the province in which the condition of the
road gives the visitor his first favorable impression,” and

proceeds to expatiate on the awful condition admitted by :

the Guardian! “Only one community in the whole pro-
vince,” it screams, “the roads of which are in such order

- as to give a good impression. Tpuly a nice state of
affairs!” This, followed by a half column editorial en
the “awful roads.” :
This is the kind of pre-election dope tiic Patriot is

now proceediny to feed its readers with in the hope of
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~ Noneed to ask “Why Marry” ? -
as we might have done last year--
when there were so few weddings,
no trousseau, no new Home—and
after the transports had sailed no
Husband, but " now, however, the
BOYS are HOME and she has all
these things. ; :

THE BRIDE
TOBE

Can go to the Altar dressed as
a Princess with Satins and Pearls
or Silver Brocade, or she can be
married under a riot of roses, in a
l.ace Gown with Lingere-frocked
attendants.  If the Brides-maides
arc consulted they will probably
incline to the latter, for the new
Lingere dresses are altogether
adorable.

See Our Silk Dresses for
" June Weddings
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SOLIDITY AND
- STRENGTH
In transacting business with this
Baunk it should be remembered that
you are dealing with an institution
that has grown to be one of the
large Banks of the world.
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