Jcommended the short courses, but condemned the long
course. Mr Lea entered a strong protest against any| -

part of the province being allowed to run automobiles
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APRIL FOOLS

Saturday was “’All Fools’Day.” At Ottawa some-
body fooled somebody else by asking him whether he
had heard that the Governor-General had sent for Sir
Wilfrid Laurier. The joke was appreciated and passed
on, and on Sunday the question had become general.
On Monday morning the ‘report got into the Ottawa
newspapers that the Duke of Connaught had sent for
Sir Wilfrid, and the sensational tit-bit was sent broad-
cast by “ the Liberal news factory.” No effort seems
to have been made to verify the “ news” until after
the report had been made do duty as Liberal ammuni-
tion. Then inquiries were instituted and the bubble
was burst,  Sir Wilfrid did not visit Government
House on Saturday or Sunday, nor had he been sum-
moned to do so. The whole story of an intending
reconstruction of the Government on a Coalition basis
_proved to be nothing else than pure imagination, the
outcome of an April fool joke. But the Liberal press
is so unnerved at the present juncture that it is ready
to believe anything, however, incredible. If the authors
of the circumstantial story had hesitated for a moment
to think out the probabilities they would have realized
its ridiculousness. It would have been unconstitutional
for the Governor-General to “summon” the Leader
of the Opposition except for the purpose of inviting
him to form a Government, and His Royal Highness
could not have done so unless Premier Borden had
resigned. But the act of resignation would have im-
plied that the Premier and his' Government had lost
the confidence of the House; and wbuld have meant
a change of Party Government, not a Coalition, so far
as Sir Robert Borden was concerned. No Premier
with an actual majority would assume the responsi-
bility of hainding in the resignation of his Government
without first consulting his party, and it was admitted
that no caucus of the Government supporters had
been held.  Had the idea merely been to form a
Coalition, then Premier Borden would not have re-
signed, and Sir Wilfrid would not have been sum-
moned. The proceedure would have been similar to
that followed in “the Mother of Parliaments.” Sir
Robert would first have consulted his Government on
the advisability of forming a Coalition, and had they
approved of that course, he would then have com-
municated with the Leader of the Opposition and sub-
mitted to him the general terms on which the Govern-
ment was prepared to admit the Opposition. The
Leader of the Opposition would have consulted his
colleagues on the front bench, and if they also ap-
proved of the proposals, the terms would have been
discussed and adjusted, and a favourable reply sent
to the Government. A caucus of each party would
then have been summoned, and the terms submitted
to the rank and file for their approval. If both
parties gave their assent the resignations of all the.
members of the existing Cabinet, except its leader, of
course, would have been submitted to the Premier
and he would have reconstructed his Government,
giving the Opposition a proportjonate share of repre-
sentation. All this would have been done without
Sir Wilfrid necessarily visiting the Governor-General
at all.  Constitutionally all that would have taken
place would have been the resignation of individual
members of the Government; the re-appointment of
some of them, and the appointment of others to fill
the remaining vacancies.

{ But the sensation mongers did not want to think
this out. An April Fool’s joke provided them with
miaterial for electioneering purposes, which they seized
with avidity.

A SPIRITED DEBATE

There was a large attendance in the Legislature
yesterday afternoon when Mr W. M. Lea resumed his
speech, which had been interrupted by the adjourn-
ment on Saturday. Mr Lea was followed by the Com-
missioner of Agriculture, the Hon. Murdoch Mc-
Kinnon, who made a spirited reply to the member for
Bedeque, and in the course of an able, closely reasoned
speech showed that Mr Lea was sadly lacking in an
exact knowledge of the facts of the matters he had
. undertaken to criticize. - ¢ ;

as had been reported, taken exception on Saturday
‘to the Government advoenting"any other kind of
farming except dairy-farming, but had emphasized
the importance of dairy-farming as the main line of

~ agriculture suited to the province. He then criticized
the practice of doing public work by day’s labour, and
contended that all public works shonld be done by
contract in response to public tender. He did not take

- exception to the appointment of ten school inspectors
 if they were necessary, but he did object to the Govern-
iient taking credit for increased attendance dt school,
‘attributed to the fact that there had been
ition during the past few years. He did
e of teaching the theory of agriculture in
did not remain long enough

: Mr Lea at ,_t;(jroutset explained that he had not,|

5 ‘_ if any other part objected, and then proceeded to

criticize the administration of the Prohibition Act,
alleging that conditions were worse in Prince County
than they were a few years ago, He was questioned
by the Premier regarding the sale of liquor in his
district and asked why, if conditions were such as
he tepresented them, the matter had not been reported
to the authorities. He replied that it was the duty of
the prosecutor to find out these things, and that tem-
perance people did not care to make reports, as the
information leaked out. Mr Lea said he was in favour
of temperance being taken out of politics, but defend-
ed the action of certain members of the Alliance in
carrying on the campaign against the Government,
asserting that the Government had accused them of
introducing politics in order to'alienate sympathy from
them. Mr Lea’s speech-on this subject consisted of
generalities, and ‘when questioned he declined to par-
ticularize. : ;

Hon. Murdoch McKinnon’s speech was bristling
with facts and figures. He showed that the claim of
Mr Lea that the late Government had done the best
it could for agriculture with the means at its disposal
was not founded on fact.  Year after year the Agricul-
tural Department failed to utilize the vote at its dis-
posal. He admitted the Liberals introduced Farmers’
Institutes, but showed that they utilized these for
political purposes, organizing 10 in Prince County,
where there were 10 Liberal members, and one in
King’s, because that County returned only one sup-
porter of the Government. He took exception to Mr
Lea’s assertion that there were too many agricultural
officials and proved that the local Agricultural De-
partment had only five such officers all usefully em-
ployed, and when Mr Lea asked about the Dominion
officials turned the tables upon him by asking whether
he objected to the Dominion Government giving “the
farmers the benefit of experts when their salaries
and expenses 'were paid from Ottawa. "He also denied
that the position of the farmers to-day was so bad as
Mr Lea had tried to make out, and said if it were so,
then what 'was the sense of Mr Lea advocating that
farmers should be induced to come here as immigrants.
Mr McKinnon also dealt with the education question
and had no difficulty in showing that its demoralized
state four years ago.was due to the Liberal party’s
policy. He exposed some of the misrepresentations of
the Opposition and the Patriot during last election,
and was proceeding to discuss the general agricultural
position when the debate was adjourned. The House
résumes to-day at ten o’clock, when Mr McKinnon
will continue his speech, and reply to Mr Lea’s stric-
tures on the administration of the Prohibition Act.

) X(
WINTER MAIL SERVICE

~ The winter steamers are again on the move and:
are making good crossings on both the Charlottetown-
Pictou' and Georgetown-Pictou routes.  Yesterday
both steamers docked at their respective ports in good
time to connect with all outgoing trains.

It is presumed the trouble is over for this winter,
and we understand that after to-day’s crossing at the
Capes the ice-boats will be out of commission and the
mails transferred to the steamers.

The ice-boat men at Cape Traverse who volun-
teered for the service this year without the usual guar-
antee of a month’s employment are deserving of the
highest commendation. They could, had they chosen
to do so, have held up the Government and insisted,
as in former years, on a month’s wage whether their
services were required for so long or not, but taking
into consideration the fact that it is war time and that
sacrifice is in the air, they patriotically and at con-
siderable sacrifice to themselves, agtreed to carry on
the service for a week or longer if required. When
it is remembered that special preparation must be made
and special outfits provided out of their. none too
generous wages, besides paying their board, it will
be seen that their sacrifice was a very considerable one
and that as a result of their little more than a week’s
work they will have little left but the memory of
having rendered a good service.

When the car ferry takes up her work permanently
on this route, no doubt a number of iceboats will be’
kept in commission to guard against any possibility
of a hold up and an opportunity will be afforded to
remember the claims of the men who this year rend-
ered such good service on terms compatible with the
conditions the war has imposed upon us. In the mean-
time they are entitled to the thanks of the province
for the self-sacrificing spirit they have shown and the|
splendid service they gave when there was no other
way of carrying mails and passengers to and from the

outside world.
OTES
NOTES

In Pittsburg a prisoner who stole a ton of coal was
discharged by a judge and the complainant was order-
ed to send him some more, and wait for payment.
Apparently, coal is not valued as highly in the smoky
city as'in some other places. i
)x(
~ The women have the vote in Manitoba and now)
| Mrs Robert Bullock has been elected vice-president of
the Kildonan and St. Andrew’s Conservatve Associa-
tion. If she is of strong personality she may aspire
to boss the president. The 1
when a woman will be elects
lature, b ittn. -
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Most of you Bwe been hre now nearly three hours, I take it that that

fact is clear prog! of your interest'in the object of this meeting; but it 1s
clear evidence to 'of the fact that you must be by this time very weary in-
deed. But if yot will indulge me one minute: the virus of this meeting has
gotten into me v @ slight extePt, and I find it necessary to get that virus out
of my systenr. 3 :
It T ungdershnd the basic unit of the work of this megpting—it is the pro-
vince. The laryer has his Bar Association, the banker have their clearing
house; and it upderstand the wise and statesman— like motive, behind the
meeting, it i m attempt to erect a scfentific clearing house for the work of
the province. I have listened, with all the concentration that my mind’ is
capable of, tohe speaker, and-there is a thread running through every dis-
course that I 1ave heard, and that is conservation, building upon the founda-
tion you haveand adding to it. Now, if I heard aright, there is another
thread runni® through every discourse, and that is lack of human material.
Am I not rigt? Do you not need more than anything else in this Island,
men and woaen? More of the people like the people you have,— mew peo-
ple, peopleot‘vndeavour, people of 'intelligence. Just one suggestion has
occurred tomy mind. The great Prince Edward Islander who went into
my countryand has so distinguished not only his native land - but himself
and his‘adeoted country stated that congervation ' has ' for its - object the|
developmest of all industries, but more especially the development’of child-
hood, womnhood, manhood. Did you ever try a thing like this? I want to
make' this suggestion; before I sit down, that this thing be made permanent
—the Comervation” Committee of Prince ~Edward Island, the Conservation
Conventim of Prince Edward Island, or any equally appropriate name.
Don't lét». thing that has in it the germ of progress die out just because of
lack of hitiative somewhere. Here is one practican suggestion: I am a be-
liever inadvertising. There are only two things that don’t need advertising
—and they are, the state itself and monopoly. A state industry does  not
need adrejtising; nobody can take it away. But Prince Edward Island has
no state industry or monopolistic industry: 'Every industry you have spoken
of today is a competitive industry.
Every branch of agriculture jc_competative. What you need is publi-
city,— advertising; and going. back to the first remark I made, you need
more o the valuable human material. How are you going to get it? Let me
make this siuggestion. Let every business man use on every letter-heml f
gome adroit, skilful advertisement: ‘“Come to Prince Edward Island” or
something like that. - Here i8 one thing I have known to work. Did youw
ever have on Prince Edward Island A great “Come Home Day”? “Come
Home Week”? ; :
THE PREMIER: Yes.
Dr.' PIERCE: How did it work? Did it bring lots of people? Was
there money behind it? You have to put things on in these days with a heap
of snap. Now, gentlemen, try something like that. by
I have learned a great deal since I came here, and I thank you Mr. Chair-
man for the opportunity of greeting this audience. The question of pub-
lcity is the only one that I know of in which my office can serve you; and if
1 can beof any assistance to you for the purpose of clean publicity for ' this
Island T am at your service. y f

Make this thing permanent. Erect yourselves a scientific clearing house
for the expert men of Prince Edward Island, and you will have new wonders
in this beautiful province,

MR. NELSON RATTENBURY.

§ The first settlers to reach the Island, if they decided ‘to remain, would
be obliged at once to consider how they could bring over from the main-
land the supplies they required and how they could gend out what they had to
sell. This is the transportation question, which because of our situation has
been of first importance from the beginning of settlement here. Time did
not t.énd to better conditions. On the contrary as our exports and imports
increased the difficulties of transportation became more and more to bar our
progress. # ]

These yearly recurring breaks in our 'I‘ranspor‘mtlon, this yearly par-
was made by the Dominion Government to give us continuous steam com-
munication with the Mainland for mails and passengers winter and summer.
Since Confederation succeeding Dominion Governments have made efforts to
carry out the terms and have greatly improved the service, but have failed
to make it continuous as promised.

These yearly recurring breaks in our Transportation; this yearly par-
alysis of our business is a blight to the province. ~While this continues the
establishment of new industries here is. out of the question.. The increase
of agricultural production along certain profitable lines is impossgible. The
value of our farm property is therefore reduced. The wealth of our fisheries
must remain undeveloped. ; ] |
That was a second turning poinf in the history of this transportation pro-
blem when the Dominion Government undertook to run a Car Ferry at the
Capes. With this ferry service in successful operation our tran'spor;utlon
difficulties will be finally solved. We will then be in fact what we have been
in name only, since Confederation, part of the Dominion. The Island rail-
way system merged in the Intercolonial system, Pagsengers, perishable and
ordinary freight moving to and from the sister provinces and the neighboring
Republic with no more liability to interruption and with the same despatch
and freedom as on the mainland. When we being a part, the word mainland
will have lost its meaning for us, and the ‘word Island might be dropped from
our name. ;

The necessity of shipping heavy produce in the broken weather spring
and fall, will have disappeared. Our farmers can at their convenience mar-
ket their surplus produce on the winter roads macadamixed without expense.

With these new conditions: there will be new opportunities which, if im-
proved, will add much to our prosperity. ' New industries will come in time,
but this is an agricultural province and we cannot immediately greatly increase
our wealth unless we build on the foundation we have. We have been success- |
ful here with certain field crops, as hay and oats and, to a less extent, wheat. 1
But, our cool, moist climate and easily-tilled soil is particularly adapted to the g
growth of roots. Under favourable conditions the out-turn of potatoes, tur
nips and other vegetables in his prdvince is unusually: large. = Our yield of
potatoes here in 1912 was 6,760,000 bushels from 33,000 acres; in 1913, 6, 250,
000 bushels from 32,000 acres, an average of 200 bushels to the acre, The
average over same years in Ontario was 116 bushels to the acre, and in the

(Continued on Page 8ix.)
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troops are gathered in large numbers
Y. M. C. A. representatives are engag-
ed in various lines of welfare work for
the soldiers.
ces eleven men are
twelve different units,
men, and several additional appoint-
ments are planned.
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for the Maritime ‘Provinces A, 8,
i McAlister, reports that six additional
All over Canada, wherever Canadian!{men are being commissioned . 'to go
overseas with the contingents about to

sail.
are being supplied the troops embark-
ing from St. John and Halifax. The
Y. M. C. A. men accompany the sol-
diers not only to the camps in England
but right into the trenches and work
frequently under fire.

In the Maritime' Provin-
laboring with
serving 8000

The Secretary

“The Habérdashery”

- 105th )
 Regimental Supplies -

We carry a very large assortment of regulaticn.
Military supplies and our prices are always reason-
able. Knitted and Fox’s puttees, button sticks, but-
ton polish, money belts, whistle cords, whistles, chev-
rons, cape gloves, swaggers, cap badges, Buglers
badges, Signallers flags, etc., etc.

Khaki Semi-Riding Breeches
We hai’e the best $5.00 pure wool semi-riding

breeches in the city,,100 pairs to: select from, all
© sizes. N

Henderson & Cudmore

Sunnyside

Reading and writing materials .
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FLOGLAZE-A 7 o o o |

» HE suit the requirements of
- your floors, for you can
Sllpl)erb meh finish in ‘either solid
: color. stain to imitate
For Floors Sxpussive Shartl woods,
/or transparent to show the nht@ grain and color of
the wood. And it can be used with equally good results
on old, new, hard or soft wood floors.
_ Floglaze will give new life and lustre to your, old, |
dull floors—not slippery—and wears exceptionally

Victoria Row

well, Easily apﬁiled,«;lﬂes quick and does not crack. |
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