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1 king during the Budget De-
b.?:e 1.n :Ife Provincial Legislature
on April 3, Mr, H. D. McEwen,
Conservative member for Second
King's, complimented his hon.
triend from Vernon (Mr. Irving)
upon the very sensible speech he
pad just made. He believed every
member would agree with him that
jt was the most sensible speech thel
House had listened to this session
—from the Opposition. He would
like to have heard imore speeches
along the same line.  Mr. Irving
made only one “break,” and that
was when he said the best govern-
ment the Province ever had was a
Liberal Government. But under
the circumstances Mr. Irving could
be excused for that.

As Governments are constituted
{n this country, the people every
four years elect men to represent
them. The majority of the elected
of one side or the other get to-
gether and form a Government, by
which they carry on business for
four years. At the end of that
period they go back and ask the
people how they liked their admin-
istration. If the people are pleas-)
ed with the (Government and think
they have done what is right, they
return them to power. The habit
or fashion has been for the Opposi-
tion in minority to assume that
their whole duty is to find fault
and throw mud at what has' been|
done by the Government of the
day. That might be all right to
gomg extent, if that fault-finding
is of @ comnstructive nature, as it
tends to improve matters. But if
the criticism is simply made in or-
der to help the Opposition get into
power, it is not in the line ot
statesmanship,

Most of the speeches from the
Opposition so far this session, In
Mr. McEwen’s opinion, have made
up the most useless discussion he
had ever heard in any House, It
reminded him of the scolding
tongues of fish-wives, famous in
the Old Country. 'Scolding never
gets one anywhere, No Govern-
ment is perfect, but if the members
of the Opposition have any sugges-
tions to make, any complaints as
. to the expenditure of public money,
the Public Accounts are right be-
fore them, and it is for them ‘to
point to any fitems therein which
they think can be dispensed with.
If in their opinion there is some-
thing wrong, let them point to it
and say that this item should not
be there. They will have this op-
portunity when the Estimates
come before the House, and if they
can make any suggestion that will
be beneficial to the country the
members on the Government side
of the House will undoubtedly be
glad to act upon that suggestion
(Applause.)

There should be more of unanim-
ity, more of a desire to workin the
interests of the country  and less
of the party.. After all, what does
it matter what party is in power
s0 long as the business of the
country is going ahead all right?
Mr, McEwen did not believe the
people care a “hoot”” what party is
in power; but they insist on that
party being a business aggregation
which will do things in an efficient
manner. The Conservatives have
today a large majority in the
House Why? Some years ago, at
the last session of the Arsenault
Government, there was quite a
strong Opposition, and they were
anxious to get into power. They
framed a policy, not to stand on
but to “get in” on, In Mr.McEwen's
district, on the good roads ques-
tion, they denounced the very idea
of putting on taxes; they said
there was no necessity for further
taxation, and that the good road
project. was only a speedway for
automobiles,—an {afernal scheme.
The people took the Bell aggrega-
tion at their word and returned
them to power. The first thing
they did was to go right back on
thejr promises, and they started
this good roads policy 'which they
50 strongly condemned when in
opposition, They found there
was not money enough and
they “styck on” about-$200,000 ex-
tra taxation. They ran things high
handedly for four years and at
the end of that perfod the people
simply turned t¢hem out, leaving
Just a “corporal’s guard.” That
;}lo'ws that you can’t fool the peo-

el

Strange to say, the gentlemen
opposite are still trying to defend
that Bell Government. Thé Leader
of the Opposition stated the other
day that the Poll Tax was abso-
lutely all right. What does that
Mmean? It means that when the
Liberat party come into power
again, iif they ever do, the people
May ex the re-Imposition of
that Poll Tax. He stated also that
all the schools with an attendance
of less than 16 pupils should be
closed. Now we know something
about the policy of the Opposition!

© also declared that the third
year students at Prince of Wales
College should pay for the tuition
they receive. Thosa ara some of
the things the peowsie shouid put
In their note-books and remember,
When the next electlon comes
around. (Applause.)

If the hon. members opposite
Were prepared to take a little ad-
Vice, Mr. McEwen would suggest
———s 2
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this: Some day in the dim and dis-
tant future, when the people of the
present generation  have passed
away, the Liberal party may again
be returned to power, If they ever
hope for ‘that event, for Goodness
sake, when election comes around,
let them not mention the name of
the Bell Government, for it stinks
in the nostrils of the people!

One thing noticeable in the ad-
ministration of the present Govern-

ment is that the gentlemen in
charge of the various de-
partmeents exercise control
over them. Bvery reason-

able question asked them is ans-
wered satisfactorily, and it is no-
ticeable also that the work of the
departments is being conducted
with less iriction than for several
years past.

The members of the Government
work in agreement. We have heard
of Governmgnts, not -long ago,
whose members used to *fight like
blazes.” This no longer applies.
There may be little differences of
opinion between members of the
party sometimes, but they stand
together shoulder to shoulder on
this side of the House, and function
as a unit:. Mr. McBEwen, in his
political experience, never knew of
a number of men who were so un-
animous and so desirous of doing
the right thing as the present Gov-
ernment. This he believed was to
be attributed largely to the Pre-
mier, who is not only a good leader
but a good diplomat; and also to
the fact that those. in charge of
the various departments measure
up to the full standard required.
The rank and file of the
party, too, are always willing = to
discuss questions and perhaps to
differ on some matters, but when
these questions are settled one way
or the other, they stand together.
Their main objects is, how to do
the very best for the Province gen-
erally, It would be hard indeed to
pick out a more representative
body than the members supporting
the present administration in this
legislature, We have the cream
of the doctors, lawyers, business
men, farmers, and fishermen, If
this Government cannot give the
Province the best service possible,
what body cf men could possibly
hope to do better? .

Of course, no Government can
please everybody; it never will be
80. ~ All that is required is that the
members work earnestly together
in the best interests of the Pro-
vince. What more can any Govern-
ment do?

The Opposition made a serious
mistake, Mr. ‘McEwen believed in
voting against the Mitchel resolu-
tion. Everyone knows that in the

tion time.

{.;l&uor was under Government con-
selling lquor he would go to the
member he had supported; and the
member would whisper to some-

would get off,

ter up,

hands altogether.”
to take the matter

an independent Commission.

Prince (Mr. Blanchard)

Fiji Islands,

people, and a good many members

make an honest confession. (Laugh-
ter.) Mr. McEwen declared he had

what people thought.
glve his honest opinion, and it was
this, that there are a whole lot of|
temperance people today-like the

are safe because thay have their
head in the sand.

We have a Prohibition Act, Mr.
McEwen believed, which is not en-
forced and cannot be enforced. He
was as much in favor of prohibition
as any member, though he did not
pretend not to take a drink occasion-
ally. 'There are a whole lot of
people who will take it behind the
door. They are what are called
hypocrites, 3

MR. McARTHUR: Is the hon.
member reflecting on members of
Opposition, or not?

MR. McEWEN: Not all of them.
(Laughter.) I don't think it ap-
plies to my hon. friend, because 1
think he is just like myself.

Continuing, Mr. McEwen said
that while the- Prohibition Law
would be all right if it could be
enforced, it was useless to deceive
curselves as to the actual condi-
tions that exist. We cannot get
away from the fact that we have
moonshing stills all over the coun-
try, in nearly every school dis-
trict, concocting the vile stuff that
is going to have a serious effect on
the coming generation, if continu-
ed. Here in Charlottetown boot -

Old, Country - this - Province and
Canada generally has received
considerable notoriety, and the feel-
ing is that those retired Indian of-
ficers have been shamefully treat-
ed. They have been practically
robbed of their money, and that
money should = be vrefunded by
someone. Naturally they are in-
clined to blame this Province, but
anyone looking into the evidence
taken on the commission. of en-
quiry, and hearing the discussion
of the matter in this House, would
have a defferent opinion, Any jury,

leggers are thriving. He was in a
certain place a short while ago
getting a shave, and @ man said to
him. “I will bet $20 that 1 will take
you to twenty-three places on this
block where you can get a drink of
hot Scotch or rum. !

A MEMBER: Dia you go?

MR. McEWEN: I didn’t bet.

MR. McARTHUR: What block is
that?

Seriously, Mr. McEwen believed
this man was telling the truth be-
cause that was the condition  all
over the country. Is that Satisfac-
tory? What is the use of talking

hearing the evid would decld
that the Federal Government at
Ottawa is most responsible for that
transaction. They recommended
Mitchizll’s appointment and 'paid his
salary, That is “going some!” It
was simply to clear the matter up,
and to clear the reputation of the
Province, that this resolution was
brought in, the request heing that
the Federal Government ghould pay
the bill. As a body the Opposition
voted against that. Practically, they
said “That money should be pald
by the people of the Island.” It
looks as though they were more
anxious to shield someone at Otta-
wa than to save to the Province
the $15,000 that would pay the bill.
But few will agree with them that
the people of this Province should
be taxed $15,000 for the blunders
of the late Bell Government and
their brothers at Ottawa! (Ap-
plause.)

The Bell Government are not to
be excused by any means for their
part in this transaction, It was
the most childish thing imaginable,
done by men supposed to know
gomething! They appointed this
fellow and gave him authority to
go to England as a representative
of this Province without any en-
quiries, and knowing very little it
anything about him. A ten year
old school boy would hardly do
that; but the Bell Government did
it, because, as they thought, it was
costing them nothing. It may cost
gomething yet!

The Leader of the Opposition i8
strong on Prohibition, and there
are some members on the Govern-
ment side of the House who have
expressed themselves in the same
manner. To clear the alr, Mr. Mc:
Ewen purposed to go into a little
ancient history on this subject. He
wanted to show the people who
they can thank for the present
Prohibition Law. The Prohibition
Law, which we have today was
brought in by the Mathieson Gov-
ernmment. w Liberal Govern-
ment prior to that did adopt some
kind of Temperance Law, that was

(|bond buy it on the stremgth of

bl ? We may think we have
‘Prohibition, but we haven't got it
at all. If we had a plebiscite taken
today on the question every boot-
legger in the Province would we
canvassing tor Prohibition, because
they are thriving on it and making
money. « He was informed that
drunkenness is becoming alarming-
ly prevalent among young boys.
The fact that the Prohibition law
cannot be enforced should be real-
ized. The speaker cited the ex-
ample of Ontario, Quebec and the
Western Provinces, He was not
advocating that the Government
make profits out of the liquor busi-
ness, but what was to be done? We
must face the fact that liquor is
being sold. Should we allow the
bootlegger and moonshiners to
make all the money? In the face
of the present public attitude to-
wards the Prohibition
whole British Navy could not en-
force it. If people cannot get it
from abroad they will go into the
woods or swamps and make it.
Mr. McEwen wished it plainly
understood that he was speaking
for himself, and not for the Gov-
ernment or for anyone else, He was
convinced that if light beer and

in the Province, at moderate prices,
it would put the bootlegger out of

him to be correct.

about the present situation —
members of the Opposition cannot
blame the provincial Government
for what is taking place. The en-
forcement of the Act is entirely in
the hands of the Prohibition Com-
mission, and the gentlemen com-

dence.
and that is all that can reasonably
be hoped for. 3

Last year, when the House met,
the actual condition of affairg re-
garding the Sinking Funds was dis-
covered at a late hour. It was
found that they were absolutely
depleted of all the security placed
there by the former Government.
The depletion of the debenture ac-
count was a serious matter for this
Province. Péople who know about
bonds Know that zm_wt ‘a Pro-
vincial bond on the market it ie

act of the Legls-
lature,and the persons, who buy the

that Act. The Aot reqirires a cer-

were appointed a

port on this matter.
veat!

!

useful chlefly to politiclans at elec-|éttled mp within a tew days, be-
It was a kind of poli-|fore the

tical machine to catch votes with.|got abroad that the ﬂnk%u’lda
of the Province were absolu de-
It a man was ‘“pulled” for|pleted, it would put the' Govern-

mittee was to replace that security
body else higher up, and the fellow|at once. P ¢
u houses of Canada were communi-
This condition of affairs was un-|cated with and ‘bonds were pur-
satisfactory, and when the Mathie-|chased at 99, the lowest price pos-
son Government came in the Tem-|sible at that time, and ths Stnking
perance Allfance brought the mat-[Funds were again made intact.
and Premier Mathieson{Some time after, it was said' that
sald to them: “Make out the kind[tos much had been pald for the
of law you want, appoint a4 Com-|bonds.
mission and take it out of our|purchase’ the bonds did drop half a
The idea was|point, but they came back: sHortly,
absolutely out|and today those bonds, in#tesd
of politics, so that no one couid say |being at 99, can be turned over at
that the Government was any|101%, which is proof that it' wis a
longer responsinle. As a result, we|good, sound investment, Of course,
have today a law which is enforc-|had the Government knmown thiat
ed, not by the Government, but by|within a few days the bonds would
drop slightly,
This should be apparent to ev-|waited; but it is impossible: to‘\for-
eryone, yet the member from First|see these things. If m
in his|wise enough to know infallibly
speech ‘“roasted” the Government|when to buy bonds at a profit;they
because so much Mquor is being|probably would mot ‘be im politics
bought, notwithstanding the fact|at all, or in any other profession
that the present Government have|but that of buying bonds. Np:'man
no more to do with the enforcing|can do that; the best that can be
of that law than the men in the|done is to act with common sénse.
In this case- events have proved
The Prohibition question seems|that the Government made a, wise
to be a live one today among some|investment. (Applause.)’

have expressed their faith in the|the advice of the member fro!
efficacy of the present law. They|Summerside (Mr. McArthur) those
have assured the House that they|bonds could be turned over today
“don’t touch it” themselves, and it|with a profit of something like $5,
seems that a man requires some |000.
courage to get up in the House and |of any Government security equal

that courage; he was not particular|them, and take the profits on these
He would |bonds that we have.

proverbial ostrich—they think they|that while it

law thef

No, they had to
conditions |there were

portunities for their children.
It ts sométhing to think over|the
We had tanneries al over the
than |country; taflor shops where every-
y, ac-|one’s clothes were made #nd shoe-
makers who really made boots

q {l-| that there are more Island people
tain amount of mofiey to be aval e &ia Bow

%m. of |there are on P. B, Island
Mr. McEwen,|cording to the latest stati
to fe-|

and it the . fact

ent in a very serious position.
e recommendation of the com -

Some of the large bond

It 1is true that after. the

of

they «could have

618 were

If the Government were to take
m

If the hon. members know

to that, that can be bought atpar,
it would be advisable ‘to -replace

But let us be
mighty sure that they are equal to
the bonds we have!
The speaker was of the opinion
might be perfectly
legal for the Government to under-
take buying and selling bonds, as
suggested by Mr. McArthur, he, for
one, would not like to see the Gov-
ernment go into the bond business.
The bonds might drop and mot
come back again; then we would
be in a hole!
Members should get away from
carping criticilsm and small politics
as much as possible. The ipeople
are the judges of parties today,
and it all depends upon the actions
of a Government how long they
will remain in power. There was
a time when the Liberal party had
the better men, but the party has
degenerated, Some day in the fu-
ture they may come back, and the
Conservatives may go the other
way. But in the meantime the
Conservatives are In power, It is
up to the Government to do itsbest
to make this country better and
more Prosperous.
In all well regulated businesses
there is a fixed time for stock-taking
when the merchant figures things
up, to see just where he is at, He
looks at the balance sheet for the
last year's business, and if he finds
that any particular line was ' not
profitable, he cuts it out. He then
lays plans for future business.

Should we not do the same thing
as a Province?

In starting to take stock, where
jshould we commence? First, lot]
us look facts in the face. The Leader
of the Opposition talked about the
great prosperity and contentment
on the Island. The speaker took
issue with him on that. He did not
believe this Province {s progress-
ing. He was not pessimistic,—a

ways sees trouble ahead, and never
sees anything else. The optimist,
on the other hand, is continually
seeing something good coming
around the corner. These are two
extremes that are not desirable.
What we want to take ds the mid-
dle course and view things as they
really are. It is certain that in the
very mear future something mum
be done by the Federal Govern-
ment and the Maritime Provinces
ag a whole, to better conditions in
this part of Canada. The present
discontent cannot continue; some
readjustment must be made. If the
members in this House keep re-
peating that everything down here
is all right, what will they say to
us at Ottawa? They will say,

You have all you want down there.”
1t is better to tell the truth, (Ap
plause.)

About fifty years ago this Pro-
vince entered Confederation, and
our population was: in the vicinity
of 108,000, From 1870 to 1873
there was a season of great pros-
perity throughout the Maritime
Provinces generally, The Franco
Prussian war was on and things
were booming. Then the railroad
business started up. From that time

gradual decrease in our population,
until from 108,000 it has shrunk to

business quieker than anything|about 76,000. The last census show-|*“something doing.”
else. Ho belleved time wouldypro:g ed a population of 88,000 for thid|Quebiec

Province, but there have been loss:

lost twenty-five' per cent.
population since ‘Confederation.
Nova Scotia is complaining, but
they have increased
per cent. since’ 1867.

wick about the same. and

sing this mmission are busi-|Ontario have increased in that time ritory,
ggu“men ']?oo have made en suc-|over 100 per cent, All over Cana-|to &
cess of theéir own affairs and in|da there has been an average in-|would:
whom the public have every confl-|crease of 64 per cent. in population|equal to seven times the prasent
They will do their best,|during the period that this Pro-|size of this Province!

vince has gone steadily back.

the Island.

leave

England Stat

o8,
We know we have fertile

igatl hisde n-|ple. We have gomte up-to-date far-
clusion :ch'?dw u:"mﬁfu mers; but we-have some who are’at mnight
™% was that if the¢ matter . was ngt not 80 prosperous. In the news- mioney out ot it. it the beer was

peseimist 4s a dark fellow who al-/

“What are you coming up her for?|

by about fifty fand
New Bruns:|Altogether they have acquired a
total of some 700,000 miles of ter-

The speaker was not crying down|be made right?
Why should he? There|the Government should press our
are at least six generations of the|claims at Ottawa, and the Opposi-
McEwen family in the Province.|tion should co-operate in a united
But can one be found fault with for(appeal in the interests of the Island,
trying to make things better for|so that our children and children’s
those who come after, so that our|children can live dn comfort and
children’s children will be able to prosperity
stay here and make a living? Those [birth, and not be forced to emigrate
peeple who came from Scotland a|elsewh

few days ago—do they love Scot- y
land less because they leave it?|we thad four furniture factories on
bécause |the Island, making furniture for.all
other reasons that|¢he ppeople and exporting a consid-
drove them  overseas; there was|erable quantity to the mainland.
the hope of better and brighter op-|He could remember a machinery
firm, right in Charlottetown, making

together.
achievements and

On the Threshold
of Life

MLLED WITH THE BOUNDLESS OP-

TIMISM OF YOUTH, you face the future
It is a rosetinted future of high
great expectations.
there is no room for thought of failure.

“The Love that Never Dies”

provision

0 ‘;' j‘! l ’
" ”""":ifh'f" I il
ik ‘ l(m‘

In it

Young man, may your pathway be as bright as your
dreams. Yet none may know what the morrow holds in store
--and it is your duty to provide for the unexpected.

So, for the sake of her who stands to lose all through
your neglect or thoughtlessness, make ample
the sudden, unforseen contingency.

against

Grant her--and the little ones that may gather round
her knee--the unfailing protection of Life Insurance Service.

Service

E

papers it can often be read where
so-and-so died in some part of the
Island, leaving four or five sons;
one in Western Canada, one in the
States, and so forth,—and ‘“John,
at home!” There is generally only
the boy at home,

We must “take stock” and see
just what is the matter with con-
ditions, and when the trouble I8

wines were permitted to be mold |up to the present there has been a|located a remedy should be applied.

The Maritime Provinces must re-
celve fair play or there will be
Tn 1912, when
was given 360 000
miles of Hinterland, away up to the

There was one thing fortunate|es since. These figures show thatnorth, it was thought 4 useless pos-
the|We as a Province have practically|session, but no person ¢an tell the
of our(potential value of tH

property.

Ontario was also given
146,000 miles of land
Manitoba 170,000  miles.

ot whichi we were emtitled
date share. That
ve meant 14,000 miles,

Are these not things which shoulg
that reéason

in the land of their

ere.
Mr. McEwen recalled that in 1873

best shingle machine used.

8. We had breweries where

A careful in.|farm lands and a fine class of peo-|they made Meer, and where our

eold their barley and malt
y ®ood prices and made

as bad as they tell us today it is
on the constitution, it is a wonder
that any of us are here at all!

In those times, the wool would
be taken from the sheep’s back and
made into clothing for the chil-
dren and other members of the
flamily—right on the Island;
and the boys and girls were satis-
fied then to stay home and help in
the work. 3

bullt on the Island.
square-riggers and all
craft, and the harbor was fllled
with vessels. There was a big
trade with the West Indies and a
lot of stuff such as oatmeal, etec.,

instead of being imported, was
produced right here and
exported. We mado all

our own harness—a big item in ft-
seolf in those days. Today, the
harness shops are eimply trying to
exiat.

Carrlage factories were located
in every village and several in the
Towns. These employed wodd-
workers, blacksmiths, painters up-

(\holeterers making almost every-

ithing used by our farmers from
wheelbarrows to the very best car-
rlages. In fact in those days al-
most everything worn by our péo-
ple as will ag most of our machin-
ery ‘was made right héfe by our
people and as a result all this
money was kept at home and cir-
culated locally. Compare these con-
ditions with those of today when
almost every'iiing wotn and used
by our people is made for us in
the factories of Quebeic and Ontarlo
and rememb our loss of pop-
ulation thent tell us that we are
prosperous. “IH fares the land to
hastening ills a prey, where wea!th
increases and men decay.”

When TFederal miatters are dis-
cussed we talk one way, and when
we dargue from the standpoint of
P. B. Island we must talk another
way. Members of .this Legislature

are here to représent the Tsland,

and they must look to the interests
of the Island. It has been sald
that no policy from a Federal

In 1871 there were 49 schooners|we have to sell.

standpoint will suit all Canada
alike. Quebec and Ontario want
high protection because they want
to sell manufactured goods, but
how does that affect us? - We have
to act as scavengers and sell our
stuff in all parts of the world, be-
cause these manufacturing Pro-
vinces raige everything that we
raise, We, in this Province, have
to look to foreign markets for what
The present tariff

There were|may suit Canada as a whole, but
kinds of|it certainly does
All these facts we shouldi
take with us and go as a body and,

not suit ‘this

Island.

lay before the authorities at Otta-
wa the true situation, namely —
that we are slowly bleeding
death, and that if they have a
heart in them they will not see the

baby Province go out of existence

entirely.

If things keep on as they are,
how long will it be before
Island has nothing left but one
huge fox ranch? Mr, McEwen be-

lieved it was only a question of|§

arithmetic. Why should that be in
the best little spot on the Uni-
verse? What is it that we want?
The delegations that go to Ottawa
must go through a certain political
etiquette. If yon are a “friend of
the party” and there is a plum
hanging on the tree which is going
to drop shortly, and you are liable
to catch it, you must be pretty nice
ang@ mannerly. In theé past, if you
are an opponent of “the party” you
will simiply be listenea to and told
thdt the matter will be “taken into
seriotis consideration,” and that is
the last you will hear of it, But

let ug go to Ottawa as men repre- | i

senting no party, but the Maritime
Provinces, as men desperately in
earnest, not with gloves but with
the bare knuckles, and with a hard
fist to put under the noses of the
Ottawa gentlemen and say: iy
smell that! Come across with
more subsidy as a partial recom-
pense for what we lose in other
wAYS, look out for trouble.”
One delegation from the Marl-

to|}

this | §

times has already spoken out pret-
ty strong. It was even insinuated
that cecession might have to be
resorted to, Premier King got a
little ruffled at that and sald cer-
tain things that perhdps he should
not have said. He showed that he
does not understand conditions

(Continued on Page 11)
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CHICK FEED

Look after the XOUNG CHICK-
é ENS, It pays to do so.

Feed our CHICK MASH [t
makes them grow.
CHICK FEED for
Chicks.

Scratch Feed

A mixed graln for HENS, the
best and cheapest feed for Poul-
try on the market.

Egg Mash

for laying Hens. They must
“Lay or bust” It fed with it.

BONE MEAL, GRIT, OYSTER
SHELLS, eto, eto. Ask  for
BLATCHFORD'S POULTRY
FOODS the best. We sell them.
PRATTS LICE KILLER in
stock,

Carter & Co., Ltd,

older
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