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THE STELLARTON DISASTER

Still another horror has been added !
the many that have shocked us in the past:
three eventful years. The mining disastor
at Stellarton, N. S., reported in this issue,|
is onc of the worst, if not the worst, in the|
history of coal mining in the ma»i* e pro-|
vinees, that in New Waterford, (. B., last|
summer, being a close second.  The sorrow|
~and the loss to families whose bread-win-|

ners have perished in this tervible disaster
are mealculable and will arouse the svm-,
putiy and the generosity of the whole dom-|
inion.  No doubt steps will be taken at
once to relieve such want as may have heen!
occasioned but neither sympathy nc1 gen-|
erosity will shield the stricken homes, the|
widows and the fatherless from laszting sou-|
oW, :

As to the cause of the disaster theiwe is a
vet no word. The German and Austrian
dog has a bad name and no doubt the iiret|
thought will turn towards them. The sus
“picion in this case may be groundless and
little would be gained by entertaining it.
In the meantime, apart altogether from the
loss of life, interruption in the output of
coal at present is a serious matter for, Can-
ada and again emphasizes the necessity of
economy not only in coal but in every ne-
cessity of life, the cost of all which will be'
still further increased by the disaster.
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AS A TRAVELLER SEES IT
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We publish elsewhere a letter signed
“Viator,” giving some observations o al
winter journey trom this province to New
York, via Halifax and St. John, and returi
through Ontario and Quekee, The obser-,
vations noted in passing through the dif-i
ferent points visited will be read
interest and profit, but the matter of chiet!
interest to Prince Edward Islanders is that!
dealing with our railway connection with

- the mainland. It will be observed that the!
journey was begun during the latter part|
of December and the return early in Janu-
ary and that between the going and the!
coming considerable improvement had|
been effected. We might note here that
still further improvement has since been:
effected by ‘the appointment of a tradic,
director, Mr. Meikle, at Sackville, who, be-'
cause of his intimate knowledge of both!
freight and pasenger travel to and from
this province is in a position to greatly as-
sist the railway management and obviate
many of the inconveniences to whch pas-
sengers have been subjected since the in-
auguration of the car-ferry route.

It is gratifying ‘to note that there has
been a steady improvement in conditions
on this route since it was first opened, but
it is well to recognize at the outset how
and why these many difficulties originated
The railway management at the inaugura-!
tion of the car-ferry made, as they no
doubt believed, ample accommodation for
the handling of freight, mails, passengers
and express at Sackville. That they under-
estimated the volume of traffic is quite evi-
dent. Why this under-estimation? Simply
because neither they nor we had the slight-
est conception of the extent of our traffic.
We and they should have known that when
the heavy traffic both on the Summerside-
Point du Chene and the Charlottetown-
Pictou routes was diverted to this onel
route with -a ferry steamer capable of
handling more traffic than the other two
together, there would be sometfling doing.
Evidently neither they nor we had any con-
ception of what such a traffic would mean
and the result was that preparation was
made for a “tuppenny ha’penny” business
with a “little island somewhere out in the
Gulf of St. Lawrence.” Much of the blame
for this lies with ourselves. The Guardian
has for many years advocated the compil-
ing of statistics annually showing the vol-
ume of traffic between the province and the
mainland. Such statistics should not be

- difficult to procure, and, if procured, would
be a revelation to ourselves and a sure spe-
cific against any government arrangements
for -traffic with an insignificant “little
island in the Gulf.” The volume of trade

—passenger, freight, mails and express—
between the province and the mainland is
very much greater than most of us have
any-conception of and if known would 1ot
only lead to more adequate preparation
for handling it, but would be the best ad-
vertisement abroad that could be given our
province. - ‘
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Fund remain unaltered,
rcommon with that of other banks, jios

jcreased very much, the total outs
;inow being $12,171,000 against $7
;at the end of 1916.

1 $5116,621,
1an increase of nearly $22,000,000. Actn:

o
1C
S

with for the Munitions Board.

Local control not only of qur railway but
of other departments, subjeet only to Ot-
tawa, would be a long step in the right dir-
cction.  Our complication with and our de
pendence upon the other maritime provine
railways will no doubt plac¢e many diffi -
culties in the way of securing such at pre
sent but, with the greatness of our need o
such made known, even these difficultie
may in time be overcome. In the meantim-
one of the first needs of our transportatio
problem is to make the size of it know:
both to ourselves and the authorities, an:
we trust steps will be taken in the near fu
ture to secure this information and have i
published at the end of every financia
yvear,

BANK OF NOVA SCOTIA

The annual statement of the Bark o
Nova Scotia which appears in detail in an
other part of this issue, will not only be :
source of satistaction to the shavebclder
it to all who are interested in the pro
gress of our financial institutions an
who appreciate the general advantage: ¢
their conservative management.

The statement of this bank, which is th

eighty-sixth to be isued since the ‘ban: |
[ started business in 1832, is, as usual, o vor
Istrong one.

The Capital Stock anc Resen
Circuiation, i
in
Vi

This increase is e t

‘the general activity of tradz and the ox
pansion in manufacturing due to the v
Deposits have gone up from 87,825,000 ;
last year to $104
time—an increase of over

,338,000 at ‘the prese:
$16,000,000,
have grown fro

' ago to §138,297 245

The total resources
o> Yod

727 a yea

ash on hand, and in the Central Gold I. -

s Serves as secuvity for the excess cireulativ:
camounts to $26,628,000,—a sum e

qual i
per cent. of the total liabilities to th
public. Dominion and Provineial Gover:
ment and other public securities held show
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.an increase of over $12,000,000 represen

ing the Bank’s
loans made to the
and advances to th

further participation '

Canadian Governme. .
e Imperial Governmes:
Demand loans i;
Cuanada, secured by grain and other stapli
commodities are larger by $2,500,0060
Other loans in Ca
same,.
es and Real Estate are not materialh
changed and the other items on the Assel:
side of the statement do not show any sub
stantial alteration.

The profits for the year, with losses b:
bad debts fully estimated and provided for-
amount to $1,295,315, as compared witl
51,252,039 the year previous,—an increas
of about $43,000. Including $584,65"
brought fory
ailable for distribution. Of this the usua
dividend absorbed $910,000, war tax or
circulation $65,000, $150,000 was writter
off Bank Premises account and there was

isubscribed to the different Patriotic, Rec

Cross.und other funds $44,700. ‘The usua
contribution of $50,000 was made to the
Officers” Pension Fund and the bank donat.

ed the large sum of $100,000 to the relie!
of sufferers by the disaster that vecently |

fell upon the city in which its Head Office
Is situated. The balance, $660,269, was
carried forward to the current year.

 The statement shows that t
lished institution continues t

of ample reserves and still it has participat-
ed fully in all the developments that have
taken place in the general trade of the
country. While making sure of its liquid
position it has always been ready to afford

reasonable facilities to the business com- '

munit

y and, as we said above, the instity-

the standpoint of the shareholder, but is
1‘?lgarded highly by the community gener-
ally. ,
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NOTES

Not many, we imagine, could trace the
origin of the word “fapdoodle,” tsed by
Mr. Sexton, the Liverpool .Dockers’ dele -
gate, at a recent Trade Union Congress. Tt
1s a relic of the bad old cock-fighting days.
As used by Mr. Sexton, it implied that there
was too much trifling and not sufficient
stamina about a certain policy, Mr. Sexton
doubtless remembered the word from the
old Lancashil:e cock-fighters. A certain
class of fighting-cock, when placed in the
cock-pi_t, instead of facing its adversary
forthwith, would strut about with flapping
wings, crowing all the while, in the hope of
frightening the other birds without com-
ing to blows. Such flapping and crowing
of “cock-a-doodle-do” was termed in plain
Lancashire “flapdoodle.”—From the Lon-
don Chronicle, :

| Port Borden, arr
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AS A IRAV[I.I-[R SEES rl matter when the car could be shun-
’ Jted aboard the “Ferry” -and the stuff
— 2 trangferred in transit,  There are
Sir,—Many “stay at howes” are un- many more things we cannot under-|
der the impression ‘that travellers are stand but for the present this  will

having a “whale of a time.” What- suflice.

ever reason there may be for this opi- However, after many hours, we ar-
{nion in summer, we can assure you rive at Halifax to view the ruins
that travelling in winter is simply caused by that awful  “explosion.
torture, especially with the accommo- Words fail to describe the scene and
dation, this fall supplied to and from no one will ever know the whole sto-
this Province.  While we admit that ry of torture and sufferiffg.  Here is
our criticism of all having to do with pointed out the remains of a. house,
the transportation business is often the home of aged couple who were
without reason, yet we think a great pinned down by & heavy timber and
improvement could be worked out if the house on fire.  An American ma-
{all connected with the service did rine, hearing the call for help, failed
[ their best to that end.  As to who is tao remove the timber so he chopped
responsible for preésent conditions it off their legs with an axe to. save
is not for us to say but surely, some them from a little worse fate. Strange
one is to blame, We venture the to say we were told they were still
opinion that there are  too  many living and likely to recover. At ano-
managers and all are weighed down ther place the charred remains of a
{ with too mnch theory and sadly lack- Woman with two children, one an in-
| inz in good old-fashioned  common fant, clasped to her breast were ta-
fsense. - As an experiment, we would ken from the ruined home. A book
like to see some up-to-date business could be writlen about such casos hut
[man in charge for a time. He cer- what about all who perished by slow
| tainly could not do worse and the im- torture that were never heard: of?
[provement might start the Govern- The anchor of tMe “Mount Blane” was
ment thinking. A sad lack of fore. found on the exhibition ground and
1 sight is quite evident, When they heavy pieces of metal  were  found
are right up against a difficulty, they miles away from- the scene of the ex-
get busy, ‘but never seem to antici- plosion. It is said that nearly all
pate, No business man would tol- the Indians camped on the hills be-
erate this for any length  of time. vond Dartmoufh were killed. 1In ally
Some one would have to go. over 2,500 houses weoere destroyed,
We lert Charlottetown recently at many of which represented the life sa
6w, without breakfast as the ho- vings of worlsing mien.  The residen-
[ tels would not serve meals at that tial and richer part of the City came
L carly hour, Arrlving at the Station, 0ff hest being mostly further from
we found the coach as cold as a rel- the explosion. Jut why linger des-
rigerator, A tired brakeman was cribing such a scene  We would like
bravely tryinz to kindle a fire in a (o forget it all. ‘llowever, money
small stove at the end of the c¢ar. the and material is pouring in from all
stedan heating apparatus heing out of  sides and eve ry one is well looked af-
ordor.  The p rs shivered and ter. Already, some $20,000,000. is
wriggled their for three hours to in sight and ufter u few vears Hali-
ing there at about fax will be built up again on modern
No Dbreakfast on the bhoit plans and this will o down in hisrm',\':
sters., |

R
sed another cold chill but the ob- as one of the great world di

nada remain about  the |
The total figures for Bank Premis. |

‘ard, there was $1,879,969 av. |

his old-estah- |
! 5 L ] 0 keep before
1t as the first consideration the maintaining |

tion is not only successfully conducted from |

i 1 Steward did his best with
rerackers and theese. After nearly
cun hour's delay transferring baggage
and expresscwe moved out and ar-
| rived at Tormentine at about 11 am.
[T o We were transterred to ano-!
‘oach even colder than the first
in shivered our way to Sack-!
iving there at about 1 pan.t
The local train for eastern points was
awditing u. To catch this train
{meant missing our dinner and as
hunger knows no law, many beat it
J[m' the nearby Dixon’s Hotel where
ta good meal, well served, awaited us
but Dixen made no money ont of the
transuaction. Strange to say, when
dinner was over, the train was still
at the Station and ' many made con-
nection, getting seats heside their
till hungry  fellow-travellers  who
would not “take a chance.” Such
is life. t ;

Talk about “old time' railroads ?
That Sdckville branch line certainly
I holds the record, It sports an oldJ
| summer coach with single - windows
rand lamps without oil like the foolish
| virgins of old.¢  An old lantern plac-
{ ed on the middle of the floor supplies
| the light, This road is = adhering
closely 1o its well known habits of
bye gone days yvet it is the main high-

¥ o one ot the Provinces of Cana-
| ta—the Province that supplies spuds,
bacon, . eggs, butter, cheese, fish and
breins to the outside world. This is
surely fultilling the terms of Confo-
deration - with a vengeance, The
tCar Ferry” does her part well, She
, is commanded by one of the hest Na-
vigators in Ametica, Capt. Read i
| gentloman without frills—a combina-
| tion not ‘casy to find nowadays, The'
 &onial and obliging  Steward always
does Dis level Dhest with the limited
{help at his command, The trouble
[is not with the ship but with the con-
necting links at both ends. Old
| time travellers will remember this
| old road from the Cape to Sackyille,'
An old asthmatic e¢ngine and one car
| that served all purposes and a con-
ductor who was baggageman and
bralkeman combined was in charge.
When a passenger wanted to get off,
tihis official would shout from the car
door or platform “stopper Jim” and
she would stop quick, being like some
of our UL breed always veady aud
{ willing 10 stop.  This road is an cx-
ample of bad babits acquired in youth
and hard to get away from. We
really canunot understand why  pay-
sengers eu routo to one of tho Pro-
vinces of Canada, should he bundled
out of a4 warm car into an old ram-
shakle affair at Sackville nearly 40!
miles from the hoat. Yes, bundled
out, bag and baggage, to shift for
| themsclves as best they can with no
one seemingly able or willing to in-
form them as to when the train will
start or anything else—to freeze and
starve for hours at this Station. A
few days ago, passengers sat fron
I 2,50 until about 6 pan. in a cold car
with 1o one who could even tell them
, that they would have time to cross
the street for a lunch. Nor can we
| understand why hours should he was-
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i O Malds, and Mothers of the race

i And of the race that is to be,

i TO you is given, in these dark days,

| A vast responsibility.

Ye are all daughters of The King,

| ‘Whatever your estaté may be,—

Or young or old, or rich or poor,

Or wife or maid,~King’s Daughters
ye!

{ And The King calls—to every soul

{ That follows in His courtly frain,—
| “Now bear ye gallantly for Me,

i My service is the world’s Ligh gain!”
So much of all the future holds

Is in your hands for good or ill;

You are God’s finest instruments

For working out His mighty wil]

}

And all this is caused by war and the
war was caused by--—what? i by
any individual to satisfy personal va-
nity, ambition or pride, the hottest'
corhel in b 1 i3 too mild a punish-f
ment for such & demon. Is this the
reason or had it to come for reasons
which our finite minds fail to under-!
stand? Is it a world punishment for
drifting into wmaterialisin—a  wander-
ing from the old paths? -~ Will  the'
war make us thinpk and bring us
back? Will there be a world ‘“re.
birth.,>  There surcly must he some
groeat reason for the world's m,-\'uru‘
chastisement. What is it?

Adieu, old aristocratic, rich and sc-
verely punished Halifax. When next
we visit you, we hope tor a different
scene, s

The remains of old north Station is
crowded with people buying tickets.
Many are going ®o spend the “New
Year” with the old folks at lmlnc.'
others on busi 5 bent. In the train,

Lsoldiers and-sailors were everywhere

from the smoker to the, pullman and
a jolly husky lot they were. Many
were from Cape Breton, the Island
that produces the big fighting Scoteh-
men who are determined -not to be
beaten at anything from “preachin’
to “fightin’ ‘and they seldom arve. A
story is told that illustrates this, Ar-
Chy McDonald, the eldest of a big
family of big boys and acknowledged
to be the best “fightin man™ in all
Cape Breton went one fall many
years ago to work in the lumher
camps at Miramichi. In'settling as
to who was the best man in the camp.
one ol the first duties in those days,
Archy was soundly boaten by a big
Irishiman. PPoor Archy felt his defeat
keenly and wrote home a very patho-
tic letter telling. about the disgrace
he brought on the Scotch of (‘ape
Breton. His brother, Alex., who hereto
fore had left all the “fightin” to Ar-
chy would not stand for this and at
once walked all the way to Miramichi
some 300 miles. Arriving there, he
first heat the Irishman to his satis-
faction and then beat his brother Ar-
chy for allowing the Jdrishman to beat
him and then walked home well sa-
tisfied with his outing and was ever
after known as “MeDonald {from Cape
Breton”.  The world owes much to
this very same spirit that today ex-
ists in the old Celtic race, both Irish
and Scotch.  When Paddy dons the
Kilts and lines up with Archy in the
front ranks something is going to
crack. Little wonder js it that the
Bosche terms this combination “the
ladies from hell.”

The aboeve is one of the many sto-
ries told in the smoker as we sped
along. What a wonderful place for
swapping yarns arc these pullman
smokers when a  congeniel  bunch
from everywhere and going every-
where are disposed to open up. What
weighty questions are debated and
settled to the satisfaction of nobody.

Don't get it into your noddle that
the only trains that do not run on
time dre on P. E. I. This week some
of the crack trains were from 5 to
8 hours late getting to their destina-
tion. For this reason, we missed
our connection at St. Jolin and had|
ti wait over there all day. The Bos-|
ton train was 14 hours late leaving

‘i during which time passengers sat in
%| 4 car just as cold as the Island and

we are not the only sinners in this

¥ : OB Y 7 = ' .. ;
ted in transferring express and othor'(_'upu varlety which reminded us that|scnt it is applied' to ships so

regard,

I:)l' course, for killing time wlt‘hout
any apparent reason,  our P.E.LR.
tukes the cake. A traveller  well
known to all business men says out
of the 15 years he spent travelling on
P.EI just 5 years and two  months
and sixteen days by actual count was
wasted at Mt, Stewart Junction wait-
ing for trains.,  This is really hard to
believe were it not for the fact that
that Joe was never known to tell i
lie.

We arrived at Boston in time to see
the “New Years  dve  festivities.
These Bostonese ave great  people
when it comes to entertaining and
what they are not going to do to the
Kaiser is a caution. More power to
their elbow. While allowing for a
lot of “blow” we must remember tlm.(
they have the money, the men, the di-
rzcting force and the absolute deter-
mination to win. Like England and
Canada they were unprepared — and
will take some time to get started but
profiting by our mistakes they  will
soon he going strong. )
gramme of six million t(ms'ul‘ ship-
ping, a great over-estimate in our
opinion, in one year employing half
a miilion skilled artizans and taking
215 millions tons of plate we can see
the end of the U-boat menace, This
is only one of the many big things
they are grappling with all of which
in due time will be carried through.
Canada  and Canadians are admired
and respected everywhere but when
vou mention Quebec they shrug their
shoulders: Men in khaki are every-
where. Already about 112 million
are, under arms and more are already
in France than is.generally known.
Every day ‘“‘camouflage” ships

With a pro- .

are ! mountains is a big sign board

as to svem other than the really
are.’ After all, “camouy "y
more general than we think, d it

ever occur to you, gentle reader, that
a great many persons and thingy arg
painted in *“‘camouflage?’* Including
our politicians, our Govremments an(d
too often our churches ,are we not all
mneonciously  painted  in ' “camgy,
flage.” 3 ;
~ow York is a  great city with
great extremes of wealth and povey.
ty. The Hotels are all full and 1pg.
ney flows like water, One thing
that we dslanders should be very
thankful for is that we are free Trom
both “tramps and millionaires”—t)e
two great extremes. This city hag
more real poverty, in our Opinion,
than is in all Canada. They buy thejr
coals like their meals— just as they
want them. When breakfast is over,
there is nothing for the next mea)!
The same thing applies to  coal
Thousands are freezing for want of
coal for the reason that they did not
anticipate their wants. The time to
study the coul question is in thie hot
days of summer..  This applies ¢o
many plices now suffering severoly,
Washington ds a beautiful city, the
home of the brains of the nation ang
the meeting place of its wisdom. The
beautiful old State of Vermont with
its mountains and valleys—its many
little villages with cosy well cared
for houses, nestled under great hards
wood trees always has a charm for
us. It impresses us as having a lot
of old-fashioned, guiet prosperity and
comfort. Daily, a full trainload of
milk. and butter goes from this sec.
tion, to the busy centres south, ' Be-
fore an unpretentious farm house by
the side of the track among the
an-

Jeaving this side Joaded with men ;md| nouncing “This is the dbirth place ot

munitions. Camouflage is a new word
with a very wide application. At pre-

(Continued on ppge five.)
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'The Bank of

Capital Paid-Up, $6,500,000

‘Nova Scotia

Reserve Fund, $12,000,000

Balance Dee. zoth, 1916
provided for,

Dividends for year at14%.,...
War Tax on circulation to Doc

and other Funds

Balance Decembor 30th, 1916, . .,

Capital Stock paid in

Reserve lFund , .

Balance of Profit
Account

Deposits not bearing

Deposits bearing interest,
including interest ac-
cruedd to date

PROFIT AND LOSS

Net profits for year, losses by bad debts estimated and

Contribution to lalitax Relief Fund
Contributions to Canadian Patriotic, British Red Cross

RESERVE FUND
Balance forward December KU U T PR e i ACL R ’slz,m_ﬁ(')
e e

: GENERAL STATEMENT AS AT DECEMBER 31st, 1917
LIABIIITIES, :

Notes of the Bank in circulition, .

seeinlerest Al Sy $26.102,809 54

78,233,361 0o

« $ 584,653 95

......... evianieas..$12,000,000 00

“oae 0,500,000 00
12,000,060 00

500,269 47
008 50
< $19,280,277 9;

&4

12,171,422

104,338,170

and the United Kingdom. . ,,

Current Coin ..oy '
Dominion Notes. ... ..,
Notes of other Bunls
Cheques on other Banks, ...,

Deposit in the Ce
Dominion and Provioe
ceeding market value

exceeding market value
exceeding market value

staple commodities

bentures and stocks

the circulation fund

of interest)

contra. ...,
Overdue debts, estimated loss pr
Bank Premises at not more 1
written ofi’

CHARLES ARCHIBALD,
‘iceIyesident,

We have esaminad th
Leen furnishad with cont
4 Acerts as at Decrin)
ties and cash on liand
by us g At
cartain Rrauche

d refuins from tie Bry

And we certify that the alive

017, 4 fifop
vatlie best

So~bear you nobly! Do your part!’
T.eave it to God to spread the leaven.
Each evil thing you check or slay |
Lifts all the woi.d ono step to heaven.

|
And pray! For prayer doth tuacws
avail
To 1ift the world to nobler things

Pray, work, and live as unto Hine
The T.ord of Lords an

Girls’ Gun Metal and

These Boots are Extra Good Value at $1.85.

i! Toronto, Canuda, 5th fanvary, 118,

Balinces duc to other Banks in Canada, . .
Balances due 1o Banks and Banking Cor-
respondents in the United Kingdom ...
Balances duc to Banks and Banking Cor-
respondents elsewhere than in Canadi

Acceptances uuder Letrers of Credit

ASKETS

Balauces due by Banks and Buini
the United Kingdom, and sterling
Balances due by Banks aml Banking Correspondents
elsewhere than in Canadi and the United Kingdom. . 2,002,382 o4

sl Gold Reseryes
al Govertmeni sccurities

Canadian municipal sceuritios and
Colonial pubiic securitics other than Canadian, not

Railway and other bouds, debentures and stocks, 1ot

Demand loans in Canada sccurcd by grain and other

Call and demaud loans in Canada sccured by bouds, de-

Deposit with the Mivister of Finauce for the
Loans to governments and municipalitics
Other current Joans and discounts in Canada (less ro

Canada (less rebate of interest)
Liabilities of Customers under Lettors of Credit,

gt costy Jess amounts

Real Estate other than Bank Prem
Other assets.not iucluded in the foregu

AUDITORS'

e books and sccounts of ihe

n
ou
. SlAL
perly dracen upan as 1o Ashibity true an

o1 We 3
the Bank whivh ha 6 conie vader

of our infurmation and the explanations ,r,i'u{n 10ty and @

-

Patent Button Boots.

110,500,593 3
51145554

73:009

(8,201

Crseiiininnn L8 0,700,042 43
. 10,426,962 co.
1,508,880 26
6,689,872 81

exchange

3,435,731 08

33,704,860 G2

............... 12,704,328 27
fitish, Foreign and

13,004,847 21
3,804,295 30

.. 10,810,508 00
1,928,753 00
88,107,682 40

3,927,564 88
92,035,247 28
purposes of
321,015 06
V 501,204 72
te
oo 34,145,581 49
uom

7:3731289 89

644,828 53
120,638 92

as per

2,091,418 98
89,000 00

1. & RICHARDSO
General
CERTIFICATE
P'he Ban,

ool Nova b
1 that tl.

tificd

» Clidal Oier and
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