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LITTLE over 18 months ago King-
ston, Jamaica, was a city of
brick and mortar, an ugly, dingy
city, characterized by its Spanish

style of architecture, in strange contrast

to the well laid out streets and the dis-
tinctly English manner of the town. The
buildings not- being uniform in architec-
ture presented an ungraceful appearance.

Two-storied honses alternated with one-

story structures, and the general aspect

of the town was far from pleasing to the
eye.

Then came the earthquake at 3.30 o’clock
on the afternoon of the 1ldth of January
There was only a low grumbling of the’
earth to warn the citizens as the rippling |
earth caused to tumble in confusion . the
ancient brick and mortar buildings which,

as they fell, killed 2,000 people and did
damage to property to the extent of!
many milliens of dollars. But like 8O |
many of the seeming catastrophies of this!
world, what seemed a great misfortune
-vas in reality a blessing in disguise. Tlmt\
was a little over 18 months ago, and to-!
day the old order of things has changed |
making way for the new. The old order,!
datirg back from the end of the eighteen-
th century, was brick and mortar; the |
new is steel-frame buildings reinforced
with concrete, for Iingston and ite inhabi-
tants have learnt their costly lesson and
are profiting thereby.

While the property loss was undoubted- | I'rom the latter they have received nearly
i five millions of dollars, partly in

ly heavy and spelt ruin to many mer-
chants, yet this loss would not have mat-
tered o much if it had not been accom-
ranied by the terrible loss of life. It is
admitted that Jamaica is underpopulated;
for this fertile island has only about 180
nerenus to the square mile. So when ruin
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in  the, was reached on grounds of public safety whlexf the steelwork was put together and
Fuglish and Jamaica press for pumsuing a| to remove the excise warehouses with filled it with concrete. Crowds of blacks
policy of “to him that hath shall be giv-! their contents, comurising from 3,000 to gathered in the streets and stopped traffic
en, ete.” This committee is decidedly un- | 6,000 casks of rum, fo the extreme west|as they gazed in amazement at a huge
popular. of the city, and the legislature oppro- | girder, with a man climbing to one end

overtook Kingston ecrious people looked | ter has been violently ‘attacked
not only on the financial loss, but also on

the loss of population.

With the true spirit of determination
the inhabitants of this, the most im-
portant town®of the most important pos-
session of the British dominions in the
West Indies, have set about rebuilding
the stricken city and to make it, as far
as human power is able, earthquake and
hurricane proof. Following the example
of the people of San Francisco, to whom
a like misfortune had come the year be-
fore, and on whose grit and energy the
whole world had looked in admiration
and applause, Kingstonians have put
their whole soul into the task of recon-
struction, and have been generously aided
in this work by the British government.

If the citizens of the wrecked clty were | g, : | m
$ ) $ T | fire S ake Wi - above b S )
et aTiaed (hat 5k ahbaldl nike ) Dhoanies e and earthquakeproof stores, with ade-| above the street hey had never secn

R o bl b A B et s quate accommodation. Land was quickly | anything like it before.

equally determined that gin e oiuirad AR e sy ork de oy well under| Ha:lly had the burning debris cooled
tion it should be bca\lti[ul m:’d ugifurm way. This was not all, however, for the | afler «.- conflagration which completed
So the building authority was created, S authorities acquired land in the the weik of devastation begun by the
Before the disaster: a n?zm S e centre of the city and announced that eu.rthquake than the officials of the Nova
anyhow and ll;l\"‘\\'ll(‘rc, and in some cases thiey avould) efect puhh‘.- butldings-on “”S| Scotia Ba".k had drawn up plans for the
buildings were put' up which - took in land at a total cost of §500,000. | erection of a magnificent structure, to
portion of the streets. But the govern- <;u.~‘1 m‘ﬂlll.]y- one nundred and twenty' thou-
ment stepped in, and_ with paternal in- """"l"lu Lk - j

terest (which of course, was resented) .Ilm work is progressing rapidly and
said:  Build u.l{ you liltlc, blut I must have ,“fL” )bm‘l(;;)'mp]ﬂ!:](ll \\\'\Hnnua: n'éunth. lorcs(;.
a say as to how and where you shall e building will be on the Spanish Lol
build. 8o now no_ building can be erected onnade style and will be the best bank
that does mot come up to a certain stan-

building in the West Indies.

dard, and the plans of which have  not
been submitted to the building authority.
The government, however, did not ham-
per or restrict building operations. To
the contrary, it set a very good example.
Soon after the quake the determination

Once the possibilities of Kingston's re:
construction and the resultant trade were
realized various American companies be-
stirred themselves to help the work along.
One American company designed and
erccted the first steel frame building in
Kingston. Their work was done for the
Jamaica Tobacco Company, a branch of
the American Tobacco Trust. Native arti-
sans knew next to nothing about stecl
framing, so the company brought down| has been the demand th-
its own workmen. - The natives looked on in  experienced in getti
in wonder at the incredible speed with down. In order to aid in

the
form of a loan, payments of which ‘ex-
tend over a period of 20 years, and part-
ly as a gift. For the administration and
distribution of these funds two bodies
were created, the Kingston Loan Board
and the Assistance Committee. The lat-

other places before them the city went
up for steel and concrete. and so great
‘elays are be-

iron work
. reconstruc-

priated $40,000 ¢ constructing suitable | and being hoisted into position 100 feet |

With the example of the bank and of

o
7
goud

}!ion work the government. waived the
: import duty on cement and placed it on
i the free list. The demand for this was
enormous and shipload after shipload was
brought down. Brick was discarded and
now is not being used even in the erec-
| tion of the meanest house.

When the earthquake passed over not
a church in Kingston was left standing.
There was something strange, something
peculiar in the fact that of these edifices
not one survived the thirty seconds of
carthshaking. A story is told of an Ang-
lican parson and a Roman Catholic priest
the church of which denomination was
completely demolished. Said the parson.
“Your church has suffered most.” “Yes,”
replied the priest, “God has been good |
to us. He has spared us the trouble and |
expense of pulling it down.” s
! The first church to be restored was the
! Wesleyan  Church  Coke.  Others  are
! being gradually completed. The Roman
i Catholics have planned a mammoth ca-
" thedral, which will cost $75,000; work on
| the edifice has been commenced and is be-
Hug pushed forward as rapidly as poesi-

ble.

Another most important building opera-
tion is that connected with the new rail-
way workships, which will cover nearly
three acres of land in the western portion
" of the city. The site has been cleared

and the entire steel structure will be im-
| ported from the United States.

' Notwithstanding the fact that the re-
'building of Kingston is being accompani-
led mainly by British money, yet the trade
'has turned towards the United States.

' face a sudden transition from bricks and
mortar to steel and concrete. Owing to
the defective system of training, for in
Jamzica the apprenticeship system has
‘fallen into disuse, and there are o /in
'dustrial or technical scholars, the supply
of first-class artisans was, at the best of
times, dcficient and unreliable.

At first contractors were chary about
eniploying native labor on the important
jobs, but this prejudice is now dying
away. Quick to catch onto things and
to grasp ideas, the native workmen have
adapted themselves to the new conditions,
so that the work of erecting steel frame
buildings now comes nuturulfy to them.

The insurance companies have greatly
restricted rebuilding. On the receipt of
the news of the fire following the ‘eaxth-
qua’.e the insurance companies repudiated
all liability. *“\We won't pay,” they eaid.
They are now being made to pay through
the law courts. The policyholders’ com-
mittiee id that he conflagration was
cau. cd by a fire which started before tne
eartlijuake and two juries at Mandeville
and Montego Bay decided that it was so.
The supreme court of Jamaica sustained
the verdict of the juries, and Kingston
wen* wild with deiight when the news
came that the final court of appeal, the
jud:vial committee of the privy counell,
had decided in one case in favor of the
policyholders. The other case will come
on for hearing in October.
Notwithstanding  all  disadvantages,
Kingston is being restored quickly and
silently, and the day is not far off when
all traces of the disastrous earthquake of
January 14, 1907, will be obliterated, and

The fact that a British colony should use
| Britain’s free gift and loan in order to|
]import American materials might sound |
peculiar; but it must be remembered that !
ithe United States is the natural ma
ifor the West Indies. In a month or
are filled in the United States; it tase
"three months to get materials from kng- |
land.

In the first days of reconstruction work
'was ‘hampered owing to the uncertain
quality of labor. Workmen, accustomed
all their lives to follow a certain line of
work, when suddenly changed to some-
thing altogether different, find themselves
at a disadvantage. and the emnvloyers of |
such labor sometimes give way to sudden |
fits of pyrotechnical nature. So it was
|with the Jsmacian artisan who had tu;

10 CURE HER
TENM

USE

HEAI ACHE

Safe, pleasant and effectual

A1l Druggists

0-d24 26 126

-T- = Bl B 1 =
that cheers—hul not

tnebriates.
The famous

Dominion Blend ‘s’ea

(REGISTERED)

om your 10
bs Bsuity utes

- [3100,

After studying the situation what
Guardian reader can estimate cor-
rectly ? .Who can name the winners
in the Dominion election, to be held
26th Oct. for P. E. Island, and give
the cqrrect total majority of the
fo‘u‘r winning members ? There are
going to be four members elected,

Wh‘ut will the total majority be ?
To the person sending into The
Guardian Office before 26th October
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BY JAMES PATON AMD (0.

Prizes Are Offered.

tha first eorrect answer, or the near-
est corrmms mnswer of the returns, ac
companiea with The Guardian's elec-

tion coupon, and sale slip, dated be- |

tween Sept. 21st and Oct. 26th, from
Jas. Paton & Co., amount not to be
less than fifty cents upwards, will be
presented by the firm of Jas. Paton
& o, with an elegant Rosewood,

silk Upholstered, spring seat, Parlor
To the second,
the

Suite, value $57.50.

twenty dollar gold piece, and

POWDERS

tion‘estimate,”

Contain no opiates|

$2.50 worth of goods purch

Guardian Readers to Take Part in Competition in Which Above Big

1
|

chird, a lady’s or gent's Morris Chair
value $15.00. The next five nearest,
as consolation prizes, five pictures,
value $1.50 each. i

| Bvery fifty cents worth from Jas.
Paton & Co., from now to Oct.26th,
! entitles the person to one vote. Thus
| §2.50 entitles them to five votes aad
‘80 on. Hvery five votes or less from
each contestant must be accompanied
!by a Guardian election estimated cou-
pon.

ELECTION COUPON

Thiscoupon is good for five estimates providing you have a receipt for
Pt . ased from James Paton & Co., Charlottetown. A
receipt for fifty cents from the same firm entitles you tc one estimate and so on.
Do mot estmate more than your receipt calls for otherwise your coupor will be
veid, * Receipt to bear date from Sep 21st to Oct 25th 1908 both days inclusive
and must accompany the coupon. Adadress all coupuns to The Guardian,
Charlottetown, and mark on the bottom left hand corner of the envelope “Elec-
For one estimate use column one,
umn one and two and so on until you have made cnough to cover your
receipt. Mark the successful candidates by X and write plainly the total ma-
Jority of the four members, !

For two estimate use col-

Price Ten cents

Names of Candidates No. 1

No. 2 No J

N>.4 No. 5
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§ Hughes (Lib) ' | | ! . §'
] Eraser .. (Con) ' ] | | i 3
O [McLean, (Con)

& Martin . (Con) | | | | s
'g Prowse.. (Lib) | | \ [ 'g
& Warburton, . (Lib) J : S
- ;gFurgey. ; (Qom L -
8 |Richards.(Tib) | ) . §
& |Total Majority | 1 [ | =
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