j

| force up to hold . the key of . the position,
and oulflanked the left of the British
troops, who were holding the northern
! fave of the rim. =~

% | The soldiers taken by surprisy fell
back from the rim, and formed thelr
line with their front tothe enemy,
who poured lnto. thelt ranks a terrible,

swiftly a well equipped - arwy was in
Natal to wipe out. the defea’, and such
experlenced generils os Lord Rilerts,
Wood and Baller, wire, ordired to the
front but hostil ties were brought to
a standstill by the (ladstone govern-
ment, who had been approacted by
Keuger aod his advisorste sulm't the

. Gt ?ldv fosilade, . which brought down |qhesiion in dispute to arbitratlon, and
il <y the ‘«flicers ‘and men in ecores, That |[9fered compensat'on for b sieging the
i Mjuba was ’ll'ktn-by surprise issnot |94th  reg'mont’ In the  Transvaal

questioned, even by “those living todoy | Agaiust the will and wiskes of the

‘ ! who tuok part! inthe disastrous affair. |army and nation, a pathed up treaty

Till the foe werd onthe top, Gepera
Culley and his suif aever gave a

was made, which ‘was havdly put into
effest hulo_re the Boery began to fortify

positign. Their deadly firc :wept away
the reslstance of the I3 itish
fought bn the open plateau, while their
foes kept
rim, ‘The géneral nnd ‘the officers ral-
lled and called uwpon their meﬁ to be
flem, nnd stendfastly the brave fellows
respomlvd, "Iy the ' forcfront of the
line, enc mraging and leading his sold-
fers, wiis® General Culley, who,' sword
in haud, fronted. the ' hailstorm of bul-
lets thut mowed down his wmen, and
fell, fi thting t) the last, w'th his face
to the fue, ns hecame a  gallant soldier.
Nearly hult the  British foc: were
e'ther killed,” wounded, or wude pris-
Among the litter'was the late
Sir Hector Macdonald, who had just
recelved his: licut;nant’s commission
in the  92nd,for. his detinguished ser-
vices in the Afghan camraign, .
The "news  of he Mjuba disaster
rqused up the fire of the empire and

oners,

thought of such a darlng move on the
part of the Bocr, or of the loss of the

who

tothe cover clcse to the

and sorenghen all the
tlons in, the Orange Fiee Suate aund
Teansvad, with the full determivation,
with the aid _of the disloyal Dutch of
Cape Cul ny to  drive the
from South

er'sy ad  cunning
made plain to the
Mr, Cic 1 Rhodes.
The uufor unate G -nernl Culley was
¢sidered\one of the very ablest offl-
cers of the l‘;:|Li~|l Army aud had seen
alot of ll;zmh giu  ludia

designs  were soon

Rritish by the late

ha-d and

warfare, 1f:

miuis' rtor,

was  on  excellent  ad-
cow ageous
lut his
Travsvad and r.lieve the
British  reg meuts
mall f r :uch a1 immerss undertak-
ng. Tie tarnished glory of B iLish

and
resource, force to invade
beleagured

was  riliculously

arms, at Mijuba Hill, on ths 26 h ot
Februsry, 1831, was brillian‘ly retrieved
ut  Pa rdeberg nineteen yeuri after-
wards, :
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Africa forever and set up
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Commander of the Boer Forces at‘l’aard‘ebﬁr‘g.

Ghe. i
Harridan-Ormsley
Elopement _

By Mary Wood
Copyﬂzhf.. 1908, by 'O. H. Butcliffe

Katrina Harridan was the sixth of
seven daughters, red hifred and under-
gized, but that dld not prevent her
from being a power. in her world. At
the young ladies’ seminary she was the
acknowledged leader as well as the
most .Intimate friend of her twélve

Katrina buried her face In his shokl-
der, “Oh, dear, oh, dear!” she wailed.
“What shall we do?”

Thorndyke attempted to comfort her,
and he found the process so agreeable
that he prolonged it for some moments
before saying soothingly: “Do not be
discouraged, dear. I will call on him
again. He must be made to see rea-
son.” Asa happy thoughtstruck him:
“Why .don’'t ybu speak.to him your-
self? You girls have always seemed to
get your way pretty thoroughly. He
will say ‘yes' to you.”'

‘“He won't.”” Katrina's voice, though
smothered, was decisive.

“Why not?”

“Because I won’t let him.” - Without
glving her lover time to recover from
the -shock she hurried on: “Papa has
lost a great deal of money these last

willing to eiepe?” she asked guilelessiy.

“I would do anything to marry you,”
he answered, with unusual reckless-
ness,

Katrina threw her arms around his
neck. “Then it Is as good as seftled.”

“You don't know Aunt Harrlet,”
Ormsley admonished.

“Yes, I do. And, what {s more, 1,
wager that if you do exactly as I tell
you she herself will suggest an elope-
ment.” .

So the two put their heads together.
Most men would have wi ' $hem-
selves In Ormsley’s place. must
have been sensible of his prl , for
‘he lefd the house more in love than
ever and vowed to play his part in the
comedy. Katrina refused to admit the
possibility of a tragedy. .

Miss Harrlet Ormsley lived in a big

It was almost at bolling point the
next day when Katrina was announced.
Before her hostess could speak the
girl threw herself in her arms.

“Oh, dear Miss Harrlet,” she cried,
“of course Thorndyke has told you. I
suppose I ought not to be here, when I
am forbidden to have anything to do
with him, but it can’t be wrong to
come when he is away.”

Miss Harrlet found herself patting
Katrina’s head.

“Do not cry, my dear,” she sald with
difficulty, due to a remarkable stricture
in her throat. “It is'a deplorable situ-
tion, but your father cannot be an en-
tire— He must be made to see reason.
I will call and explain.”

This conclusion was far from reas-
suring to Katrina. Yet the young dip-
lomat managed to murmur with a fair

Y i~ y . classmates, each of ‘whom had the
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fancy that I can furnish more of the

fshore,

fme,

; Pride,
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‘«Y'SL'me, >
Jilde,

s dear,
I’”ﬂlntnln- d,

N I n(‘lo mash the

2an to - wrive on the scene,

t,r{mpu. Hea encouutered the Boer com-
mundos, three hundred  strong, well
posted on the Ingoge River. The Boersy'
loss was n‘houz ity kelled -n-xd wounded
and the R/ s ot nbout the same num
ber, :

The aecurate shooting of .the Rities
Al a niavked efffct onthe Boers who

1l day lirg kept close under cover of

of the hill, never attempt
hill-top as' they sub- e-
quenly’ did siine duys later at Majuta

bive H,Tpd

i

The belated -veinforcements now be-
the first
belog  the famous 92nd Gordon High-
landirs, fresh from the Afghan war of
187,10 which vhey won great renown
under Sip Frederick (now Lord) Rob:
erts. Guneral Colley decided toresume
the offensive, 8o osto relieve the be:
sleged garricons in the Tronsvaal. He
‘wade, this time, hie dispositions to turn
the flank . of Laing's Nek, Instead of
making a frontal attack. Ie at once
aaw that Majuba Hill overlooked and
commanded Laing's Nek and to selze
it, he marched during the night ot the

2Bthy with a force of three companics

|

fi

lt%!llllmu“w ”{;' 7

|

M

| en durlog the previous night.

| paths were strongly guerded by the

| ploket of a few soldiers were standing

0l |iender of the Boers ordered & number

| tell dend or wounded in an_ fnstan

of the®nd, two of the 58:h and 060Lh,
and a purty of the naval contingen!.
After n tolsome darlng march, the
force - ocoupled the mountain top and
this po-t of vantage appecared to the
general and staff impregoable;

So it was, hal proper . precautions
been taken to fortify the paths on all
sides, Accerling to General Sir Wil
liam Buuer, K. C. B,, in his blograpby
of Gen-ral Clley, the staff were lax
of this' important duty, deeming the
pwition lwmpossible and safe from as-
sanlt.” Altthet was done “was to erect
some small  stome rangavs round
the rim- of the saucer sluped top, and
topost the troops at  various points,
On the daylight appearing the next
mornlng, the Bo:rs weré nstounded
to see the redcoated sentrics linlog the
rim of Majuba, which flank movement
threatned to eotirely destroy the
whole force. Uonsternation was visilde
in their camp for a t¢ime, and they
began to fnspan their cattle and send
their waggons fto the. rear as guickly
| a8 pos-lbie. but they determined, also,
before re'reating, and to give time for
their waggons to get clear, to try the
eftcct of a direct assault upon Maju-
ba. . To. conceal. their bold movement,
the main hedy opened a long range
fireon the summit of Majuba, while
the assulting pary, three to four
hundred strong, crept ailently alonz the
foot hill slopes,  being under pexfect
cover, atthe apgle to be assalled, and
which unfortunately the Brittsh nt-
glected to properly guerd and strénglh-

On the opposite side, the sloping

| Rifis haltway up the mountain sides,
and hero the Boers never appeared. As
goon ns the evening reached the gro
jeoting knoll, they notlced that the

fn an exposed position, oblivious of the
close | proximity of thelr foes, The

ot hlsmen to hold thelr wifies at the
volleys. 'The manoeuvre was

| rapid s
ole  ploket

skilfully executed, the -

present,” stepout of ocover and fire

i

)| t of the unexpectgl than is
found In most orthodox faniilles.”

She therefore smiled upon her ad-
mirer. It followed that she had been
graduated but a few months when he
made up his mind that to marry her
was the only proper course of action.
He was too well regulated a young
man to propose to Katrina without
having firét spoken to her father, This
was a procedure that the astute morsel
of girlhood had foreseen and arranged
for.

As he afterward complained to Ka-
trina: “I cannot ‘understand it. Your
father was brusque, nervous, quite un-
llke himself. All that I could get him
to say was that you were too yboung
and that he entirély dlsapproved.
When I tried to argue, Pamela came
in, and he intimated that the Inter-

view was closed,” . .. -

less we elope.”

Thorndyke Ormsley stiffened. “That
is impossible.” .

Katrina began to cry in earnest. “1
always knew that you were proper,
but I never thought you were so hor-
ribly proper that you cared more for
what people would say than you did
for me,” she sobbed.

Her lover could not resist her tears,
“You know that I love you better than
anything else in the world,” he sald
tenderly. .“It 1s not entirely on my
own account that I object. There is
Aunt Harriet. S8he would be utterly
scandalized by an elopement. Is It
right to distress her when she has done
everything for me and I am -all she
has?\ .

At thisg virtual capitulation Katrina’s
tears ceased to flow. “Then if I get

Aunt Harrlet's conséent you will be

could be heard long after the rest of
the family had retired.

Miss Harrlet loved her nephew, as
she had his father before him. When
he had successively refused to take a
tonic, see a physician or consider a sea
trip alarm overcame her usual stiff-
ness, and she implored an explanation,
Thorndyke gave it reluctantly. He
loved Katrina Harrldan, Katrina loved
him. Her father objected. That was
the end of it.

Miss Harrlet listened in amazement.
An Ormsley, her nephew, refused by a
Harridan, a mere upstart in soclety! It
was ridiculous, preposterous!
Thorndyke refused further discussion
of the subject. His aunt: lay awake
most of the night, and as the clock
chimed the hours of the early morning
80 dlid her Indignation grow.

smiled engagingly.

The office boy was flattered by this
proof of confidence. “Sure I can, Miss
Katrina,” he declared stontly. “Just
you trust to Tommy Jenks.”

Miss Ormsley called at the office sev-
eral ‘times. - At each visit Tommy
blandly assured her that Mr. Harridan
was out.

“It is impossible,” she declared In-
dignantly. But the office boy, played
his role to perfection.

Katrina's next visit to the Larches
found Its mistress in a state of mind
quite at varlance with her usual ele-
gant calm. “Your father, in coalition
with his impudent office boy, has re-
fused to see me: He shows regard nei-
ther for my age and position nor for.
the happiness of :ny nephew.” .

Continued on poge 12
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