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Complete view of No. 5 Bombing and Gunnery Bchool at the Charlotte town Airport, taken Sept. 7.
offizers’ moss: single officers’ quarters; 0. R. quarters; N.C.0’s quarte rs; N.C.O.’s mess; O. R. quarters; hospital;
cantecn; civilian mess; A.MLL. teachers; watch office and observation tower; civilian quarters;

gaard hoase and post office. The airport runways are shown in the centre background of the picture.
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Municipal AirE;t_ Develops, In
Few Chort Months, Into Huge
Establishment For Training
Of Empire Air Gunners

The Charlottetown Airport,
1 Governigent for the duration of the war by the City
! on January 23 of this year, has been transferred from

ivil airport to a large bombing and gunnery school
he British Commonwealth Air Training: Plan.

Vv Civil

which was turned over to the

During the summer months the place was a hive of activity

as corponters and labourers worked day and night building large
run and erecting 36 buildings and six hangars at the airport.
The f1cl was not finished when the Government took charge but
t 1i1s been rushed in order to have it ready for the Royal
Canalon Air Force to occupy this autumn. It is expected that
the Lildings will be ready for occupation within a few weeks and
fiiten members of the R.C.AF. are now on guard duty at the
arp oot Construction work will finish about Nov. 13. '

[0 hombing and gunnery school has cost over a million dol-
lars 10 complete and has given employment to over 700 men while

it was in

to erect

» erect the buildings,

I¢

ess of construction. Many tons of earth were re-

the runways and many million
The
'35 of which are taken up by the buildings alone, and is
o by a newly paved highway from the city. The airport is

feet of lumber

site consists of 275 acres of

about 4 miles from Charlottetown on the Brackley Point Road.
Many important visitors have visited the airport during the
sumuer including His Excellency, The Earl of Athlone, Gover-

nor General of Canada, Colonel,
| - of National Defence and Hon. Tadeuz Brzezinski, LL. D.,

isul to Canada.
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was. called on June 14, 1938,
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As a result Ottawa

the Honourable J. L. Ralston,

was wired for additional informa-
tion. Mr. V. I. Smart, Deputy
Minister of Transport at Ottawa,
wired back next day stating that
the municipality was to select the
site for the airport and also agree
to maintain it. The Department
would assist in the selection of a
site and would also undertake its
development. The maximum amount
which the Dominion Government
was willing to contribute towards
the development of the airport
within that fiscal year was $25,000.
The Oity was also to make arrange-
ments with a competent commercial
operator of an airline to connect
the airport with other provinces.

The prime reason advanced for
the request of an airport in this
province was to put Prince Edward
Island on the air map, but the City
Council also were at that time
faced with a serious unemployment
situation in Charlottetown, ~ With
the object of relieving this situa-
tion they left no stone unturned
to see that the proposed consiruc-
tion of an airport here would be-
come a reality as soon as it was
possible. They continually pressed
Ottawa asking for the actual work
to start and in the latter part of
June 1038 the department sent Mr.
George G Wakeman, District In-
spector of Eastern Airways, to the
province.

Sherwood Site Selected

After viewing several sites sug-
gested by the Mayor and Council,

HON. J. L. RALSTON
Minister of National Defense

HON C. G. POWER,
Minister of National Defence for
Air

Mr. Wakeman finally decided on
the present site on the Brackley
Point Road near the city. In his
general remarks about the site
chosen, Mr. Wakeman sald: “This
site, known as “The Sherwood Sta-
tion Site,” is the best airport site
found within an area of a radius
of five miles from the centre of
Charlottetown and is so open that
it can be made a good airport for
instrument flying or night flying,
that will be necessary for regular
scheduled services to and from
Prince Edward Island to the main-
land

“The construction of an airport at
this site can be done #!the minium
of labour and expense, considering
the general topography ot the dis-
trict, also the lack of local ma-
terial for construction of hard sur-
face runways. Perhaps the capital
cest for the improved land may be
slightly higher than the land of in-
ferior sites, but there will be con-
siderable saving in the total costs
for development. The landing area
can be made usable quickly and
the construction of the airport ac-
complished in a short interval of
time if such is desired ”

In the selection of the site some
of the advantages were a large area
of land with uniforen contour situ-
ated on a high level with good na-
tural drainage. The shape of the
site permitted the design of a land-
ing area for f{lying operations in
all directions, or four hard surface
runways to serve eight directions if
desired. By removing scme sec
of woods and trees along
fences, the approaches to
landing area could be
open on all sides. The flight ap-
proaches on three sides was over
lower land levels, which is a most
useful feature where instrument or
night flying is necessary.

Some Advantages Of Site

Other advantages of the site were
its proximity to a good gravel road
and paved highway, power, tele-
phone and telegraph facilities, and
the Canadian National Railway.

The greater part of the area was
improved and cultivated farm land.
This condition and the contour per-
mitted the construction of hard
surface runways with a minimum
of grading, labour and expense. The
original site consisted of 178 acres
of land. It was composed of four
different farms: the farm of Mr.

. P. Cullen consisting of 170
acres; Major McCrae's 40-acre
farm; Fred McCrae, 53 acres and
15 acres belonging to  Matilda
Prowse.

Situated on high ground well in-
land the site is generally clear of
ground - mists or local fog that

| cemetery
| presence of a wooded avea adjacent

often occurs over lower land around
the Harbour and City. Freedom from
city smoke and a flying area well
clear of the populated city areas,
thus insuring freedom of noise over
schools, hospitals, business and resi-
dential sections were other  de-
cided advantages in the selection.
The airport would only be four
miles from the city which was
within a practical distance.

The only disadvantages found
were that the direction open for
future expansion was to the North
and ornamental trees on Sherwood
must remain: and the

on the south east side.

The site was definitely
as the most suitable for the c¢s-
tablishment of the airport and
options were taken on the required
proper and plans to start the
development made.

selected

v

Mayor at Ottawa

In the meantime Mayor Foster
accompanied by Councillor R. C.
Chandler and City Recorder K. M.
Martin had gone to Ottawa and
interviewed Hon. C. D . Howe,
Minister of Transport. After an
hour's consultation they had the
assurance of Mr, Howe that if the
city would supply the field, the
Department would sign a contract.
It was further red  that the
labour used in the consiruction of
the airport would be 100 per cent
from the city. The Department also
agreed this time to provide nov

$35,000 for clearing,
such drain-

1938-39.

A part of the argeeement was lhvx!.
the Department of Transport would
have the right to one acre ol land
for which they paid $1. each year
Recently it was decided by tiy
Department that an administratior
building would be built on Ul
strip of land.

The Canadian Afrw
favored the move of the City Coun-
cil and wrote the Mayor a letter
of encouragement on the splendid
work the City Government was do-
ing in having the air field built.

As the airport was to seive the
provincs as well as the city, the
Provincial Government also took an
interest in it and supported the
City Counecil in their endeavors.
When the possibility of getting the
alrport became known the Govern-
ment offered to pay half the cost
of the project. In return they
were to receive half the revenue
derived from the operation of the
alrport.

There was much correspondence
between the Council and Ottawa
concerning the proposed airport

's, Limited,

during the summer but the work

PREMIER T. A. CAMPBELL

MAYOR B. ROY HOLMAN

was not getting underway. Con-
tinuous pressure resulted in a start
on the project about the middle of
September, 1938. At this time day
labourers were employed clearing
the land. The work was done under
the direction of a foreman from
the Dominion Department

Such was the beginning of a pro-
ject, primarily intended as a con-
necting link with the air com-
munication of other provinces, and
which is now destined to play such
an important part in the defence
of the British Empire. Little did
the members of the City Council
know then that they were laving
the foundation for a great bombing
and gunnery school which would
cost well over $1.000,000. Primarly
| it was intended that the erection
wounld cost in the vicinity of §
000. including the cost of the ficld
which wrs $30.000. At that time it
was considered a great boon to
the unemployed of the city.

Contract Awarded
Numerous .delays held up the
work during the autumn of 1938

and not much of the project was
accomplished that year. In the
spring of 1939 the Storms Con-
tracting Ccempany of Toronto, who
were doing some road work in the
province, were given the contract
of completing the runways and
heavy machinery was moved in and
much earth removed from the sur-
| face,
A hard surface runway 3200 feet
by 150 feet was constructed
| primary development.
" The other runways, approximately
| the same size, were also graded
| Thousands of truck loads of gravel
| were hauled and placed on the run-
! 'ways in the sub-grading process
land a start on the hard surfacing
| tmade during the summer of 1939
| Mostly heavy machinery was em-
| ployed and the pioject was a - dis-
| anpointment as far as relieving the
memployment situaticn in the eity
was dis-

was concerned. The work
| continued when the snow came
that fall

Most of this development took

place before the outbreak of war,
and even early last fall the idea of
having a bombing and gunnery
scheol situnated on the site was not
discussed During the winter the
matter of the uncompleted airport
was again the subject of a dis-
cussion in the City Council. At an
important meeting held on the
afternoon of January 23, 1940, the
following telegram was sent to V.
I. Smart, Deputy Minister of Trans-
port, Ottawa: “At a meeting of the
City Council held this afternoon
the following resolution was passed,
viz. “Resolved that the Mayor and
City Clerk be instructed to execute
the agreement for the free use by
His Majesty of the Charlottetown:
Airport in form as presented by the

as a | Pror

! school

Department of Transport and that

full approval of this Council be
conveyed by the Mayor by Tele-
graph.” It was signed, “E. A.

Foster, Mayor
Offer Accepted

This was the climax to an offer
made by the Council of the use of
the airport by the Dominion au-
thorities for the duration of the
war. This offer was made towards
the latter part of December 1939.
After some delay it was accepted
by the Dominion Government

The new City Council under the
leadership of Mayor B. Roy Hol-
man came inio power February
14, the question of € r a bomh-

ing and gunnery nozl at  the
Cha tetown irport  wa under
disc on., Definite ouncement

came early in the Sy
would be est
Charlottetown.

Mayor Holman, re 7 the im-
portance ol the project to the prov-
mee, in I and the City of
Charl particular, im-

mediately offered the co-operati
of the City Council in any way
on of erecting

possible. The
buildings was

and

sed in Ma

on the ¢ Hon. Dr.
McMillan, the Mayor negot
with residents in the district lor

additional property which was to be

on to the original site.

ntions on the properties of Mr.

1 Horne and Mr. Harold Gil-
spie were acquired. The Horne
perty consizted of 35 acres and
the hie property of 62 acre.
of bui on these

A nu {
0 es were So; and rcemo
The options expired on June 10

Agreement Reached

At that time N
and Chairman of Fin
C: Chandler were in
ing a meeting of
of Canadian Mavo
received a wire from City
K. M. Martin notifying
expiry of the options
tacted the Departn
wgreement winereby
would purchase the Horne a
lespie properties

While Maver Holman was
tiating and closing the deal at

Recordn:

noen=-

Ot-

t 1, the Council was in reguar
< ion under the chairmanchin of
Deputy Mayor J. T. McKee, await-
ing a reply. Before the meeti

over, instructions came from Mayor

Holman authorizing the Council® to'hm!d an a

and
Horne |

close the cptions that mnight
make payment to Messrs.
and Gillespie the next day.

Contracts for the erecticn of the |
buildings for the beembing and |
gunnery schoo! were awarded to the |
Bullding Division of the Storms

(Continued on page 10, Col 1)

in the foreground (centre) are the offices and saw-mill of the construction company. The perman ent buildings designated in the picture are (from left to right); singlc
N.C.0’s quarters. O.R. quarters; dental clinic; airmen’s mess; parade ground; O.R. quarters; large canteen; O.R. quarters; drill hall; O.R. quarters; recreation hall; small
superintendent’s office; hangar; gunnery instruction school; hangar; engineers’ office; supply depot; workshop; hangar; repair shop; headquarters; garages;

}

MR. J. C. PINCH

Chief Engineer of Storms Con-
tracting Company, in charge of
construction work at the Char-
lottetown airport,
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MR. HARVEY THORNE
Senior Assistant Engineer, R.
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