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Derides Nazi
Reports OF
British Losses

LONDON, April 23 —(CP) —De-
rid ng exaggerated German reporis,
Lord Hankey, minister without port-
foio and member of the war cab-
inet, told the House of Lords today
that since the start of Scandinavian
operations five British naval craft,
e 1 of smaller type, had been sunk
and 13 damaged, some very slightly.

Mak detaileq statement on

Han-
asted this total with Ger-
man clams-that 42 British = war-
shins, including five battleships and |
two battle cruisers. had been sunk
or iously damaged in the same

pe 3
itish and Norwegian forces, he
said. were known to have sunk
minimum of 16 German warshi ',i
Including three big craft. In addi- |
tion a number of Nazi submarines |
d been sunk or damaged but these |
esses had not yet been announc-
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ince the German invasion of
and Denmark, three des-
0 one submarine and one ad- |
miralty traw er 1 ave been sunk nndl
s fourth destroyer, H. M. S. Hardy
was beached after being damaze(l.‘
One cruiser and two destrovers nave |
been damaged but returned safely |
to their bases. H. M. S. Renown |
(a battle cruiser) and H. M. S.
Rodnev (a battleship) have both
received hits. No serious damage
was done in either case nor was
the fighting efficiency of tle ships |
in any way affected. |
“In addition, as has been announ- |
ced in the press, four other  des- |
troyers have received some damage
not of a serious nature. Three cruis-
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| report that another enemy

! loss of two cruisers, while hits also

| section during the night when the

| in a tide of 28 1-2 feet.

| ly missing the business section of

| have resulted if they had

| bringing in & packet of Ersatz tea

ers have received
from bomb sp'inters.

“To contrast these losses with
thase the enemy claims to have i
tlicted 1s no easy task, since consist- |
ency has never been a characteris-
tic of enemy propaganda. Their l‘
claims are totalled bv no known |
rule of arithmetic.

“The latest claims are five battle-
ships, two battle cruisers, one air-
craft carrier, 12 cruisers, 11 destroy-
ers and 11 submarines sunk or ser-

trifling damage

iously damaged during the period
in question.
“I need only add that the state-

ment is as untrue as the oft-repeat-
ed announcement that German air-

men have sunk H. M. 8. Ark Royal
(an aircraft carrier.
“The German batt'e cruiser

Scharnhorst has been
an engagement with H.
newn, wlile our Norwegian

damaged in
S. -

allies
battle
crgiser, the Gneisenau, has been
sunk. In  addition the  Admiral
Scheer (pocket battleship) was hit
by torpedoes from one of our sub-
marines and we have every reason

be'ieve that shie has at least
been very seriously damaged.

“The enemy themselves admit the

were obtained on two cther cruisers
by alreraft of the Royal Air Force
and the fleet air arm, and there is
every  probability t:at they were
sunk. Another cruiser was reported
to have been sunk bv the Norweg-
ians and at least eight enemy des-
troyers have been sunk and others
damaged

Fierce Seas
Sweep Dighy’s
Waterfront

DIGBY, N. 8., April 23—(OP)—
Seas broke over Digby's business

storm that swept the Maritimes
during the last two days resulted

Abutments and breastworks were |
damaged slightly by the force of |
the seas, One huge wave cata-|
pulted a small dory which had |
been drifting in the basin against
a breastwerk smashing the  tiny |
craft to bits. |

Two large scows lashed to the
end of a spur pier broke loose and
were swept ashore on the beach
near the Baptist Church, narrow-

would
struck ,
any of the piling on the east side |
of the Water Street business dis-
trict,

the town., Heavy damage

NEARLY CURED OF
TEA-DRINKING HABIT
LONDON, April 24—Somebody
threw the Daily Mail office Into the
nearest thing to utter confusion by

“right off the boat” from Germany.
It nearly cured the adventurers
who tasted it of the tea-drinking
habit,

The “tea” looked like green dust
mixed with small pleces of straw,
sald the reporter who rounded up
some opinions on the concoction. It
was M a packet that bore a plcture
of a benevolent Franciscan monk
walking through a wood.

“Well, we tried it with milk and
sugar, without milk and with sug-
ar, without sugar and—oh well, we
tried it every way and we couldn't
decide which was the least un-
pleasant,” the reporter said.

A colleague opined that it tasted
“rather like hot water thrown over
a handful of green rubbish.” The
reporter took the stuff to a famous
tea firm where a professional taster
said he had never tasted anything
like it. He thought the stuff was
mainly dried mint leaves and herbs
flavored with peppermint,
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Canada’s domestic exports during |

March had a value of $82720.453
compared with $60269.525 in the
same month a year ago, i

| because of the
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Sees Grim;
Determination
In Budget

LONDON. April 24 —(Wednesday)
—(CP Cable) —The morning press
surveyed Sir John Simon’s “pay till
it hurts —and = then some” budget

and general'y agreed that it showed |

the grim determination of the Brit-
ish people to pursue the costly war
to the end.

Typical comment was a paragraph
in the Manc..ester Daily Dispatch
which said the budget shows how
colossal is the wealth of this country
and therefore how strong “is the ec-
cnomic weapon we can bring to bear
against Hitler, The budget may com-
pel wry faces in Britan but it will
most certainly give Adolf Hitler a
headache ’

The Daily Express said that the
pub ic would praise the chancellor of
the exclLequer for his realism and
pay up with a good heart. The Daily
Telegraph observed that the budget
was certain to make a sirong appeal
to the public as an imaginative ef-
tort to grapple with a tremendous
oroblem

The Yorkshire Post said the bud-
get was to be welcomed as a fierce
instrument of war. Its scale was col-
ossal, the newspaper said, but ‘“‘we
are fighting a terrific war with no
early victory in sight. We -_unnc_t
hove to succeed with half measures.”

Some Complaints

There were some complaints, The
Daily Mail called tie budget “bad
“dubious new pur=
chase tax” while the Dai'y Hera'd
complained that all the new or in-
creased taxes were ind'rect ones
“and indirect taxes always fall most
heavily on those with the smallest
resources.”

The Manchester Guardian said
the brdeet was less drastic than ex-
pected “and almost certainly less
drastic than the situation warrants.”
It said Sir John assumed that Brit-
ain would spend during the whole of
the fiscal vear only one quarter
more than in the first seven months
of the war. That estimate “brings
u$ for the wiole of this year to a
point well below the rate at which
Germany is now spending,” it addéd.

The Guardian said that this was
nothing to be proud of and was a
reflection of the imperfect mobili-
zation of British resources,

The Morning Advertiser said that
many Britons already are feeling
the pinch of privation,

“This new budget,” it sald “m{V
be for them a complete shipwreck
of the last hopes they had.”

CANNED IN CANADA

The preliminary report on the
1939 pack of canned fruits and
vegetables in Canada, shows -that
some of the principal frult packs
were 28,462,168 pounds &pples; 22,-
578,531 pounds peaches; 19,278,067
pounds Keiffer pears; 8,525,856
Bartlett pears; 3,891,155 pounds
cherries and 3,188,284 pounds plums.
Among the canned vegetable packs
were 81,952,435 unds tomatoes;
28,399,128 poun tomaio  Jjuice;
25,238,559 pounds tomato pulp; 61,-
996,105 pounds beans; 33,471,371
pounds peas, and 78,616,611 pounds
soups. The output of domestic
canners is not included in these
figures.

The Government grade mark of
eggs Is the purchaser’s guide to
value. In the grading requirements,
the colour of  the shell does not
apply. Some breeds of poultry lay
white eggs and others, brown. The
value and the quality of the egg
in any grade remains the same re-
gardless of the colour of the shell

BUY

RAMSAY'S

“THE RIGHT PAINT
TO PAINT RIGHT”

iAIIeges Change
‘In Conditions
Re Prohihition

Premier Campbell
Discusses Plebiscite
Issue In Speech On
The Budget.

Discussing what he described as
the “only unusual item” in the es-
timates for administration of Jus-
tice, Premier Campbell in his bud-
get speech in the Legislature Tues-
day night said $6,000 was being ap-
propriated to cover expenses of a
plebiscite at which the people would
be given “a full opportunity of ex-
pressing their opinion once more
on the much-vexed question of Pro-
i hibition.”

Concerning the enforcement of
the Act, he said he could point to
a very important achievement dur-

| ing the past year,—"“the complewe ,

elimination of traffic in smuggled
| liquor.”
! In 1927, he continued, the Stew-
art Government had declared their
‘“utter inability to enforce Prohibi-
tion” and in 1935, when he took
over the enforcement, liquor was
being imported and sold openly as

port a “substantial reduction” in
smuggled liquor and now he could
report “complete and absolute elim-
ination” of this traffic. This was
' due, he said, to constant vigilance
| by the RCMP. by land, sea and
alr,

| Unfortunately this had resulted
in two counteracting tendencles,
namely, the manufacture of moon-
shine, with which the police were
now successfu'ly coping, and In-
creased sales by government ven-
dors. The latter condition was more
obvious to outside observers, and
therefore loomea as even a greater
evil than the sale and consumption
of smuggled liquor. Possibly, how-
ever, this evil was more apparent
than real. “I do not think for a
moment that the amount of liquor
sold legally in the vendors’ shops
was as great or as harmful as the
amount of smuggling and bootleg-
ging in previous years, he sald.

“The Principal Eyesore”

Recommendations were ‘“persis-
tently coming in” to restrict the
doctors in their capacity to pre-
scribe alcoho'ic liquor. This was
contrary to the spirit of the Act,
which gave no right to impose nu-
merical restriction in this regard.
Power is given to deal with doctors
who specifically offend but even in
this direction the physicians them-
selves must largely be the judges
between themselves and their pa-
tients. Nevertheless, “vendors’ sales
seem to be the principal eyesore to
the advocates of temperance at the
present time.”

The doctors, Premler Campbell
said, were “not altogether to blame.”
The line of demarcation between
the medicinal requirements of al-
cohol and its requirements for
other purposes is vaczue, and can
at best be vaguely drawn. Many
doctors believe that light ales, stouts
and milder alcoholic liquor may be
used as a tonic, as more or less
regular appetizers for a certain class
of people. He understood there were
authorities who are of the opinion
that a certain quantity of alcohol
was required as the only known
preventative of coronary thrombos-
is, and that a large number of the
medical fraternity conscientiously
believed that the soothing and
mildly stimulating effect of what
might be called the temperate use
of alcoholic beverages was benefi-
clal not only to the social procli-
vitles but to the health of the in-
dividual so indulging.

“So I hesitate to blame the doc-
tors too much for a situation of
this kind that arises, because it
must be very diffioult for them to
determine in any individual case
whether the patient who applies to
them will really be bemefited me-
dicinally by the use of alcohol or
not. I am not advocating the use
of alcoholic liquor even for' the
purposes for which I have suggest-
ed it might be recommended, be-
cause I am aware that there s a
large body of medical opinion which
holds that any alleged advantages
are many times overdorne by its
harmful effects”

Attitude of Church People

Another problem the doctors were
up against was the attitude of
church people, the Premier said
One doctor whom he had censored
for using a large number of scripts
in the month of December argued
that a very important Christian fes-
tival occurred in that month, and
a number of church people
come to him to obtain what they
regarded as something indispens-
able for the purpose of celebrating
the festival tg‘:‘noperly. The doctor
said he did no ow Wwhere to draw
the line. “Under those circumstan-
ces it is hardly fair to lay the blame
on the government or even on the
doctors,” the Premier sald.

There were, he suggested, two rea-
sons for the iIncreased sales of
liquor through the vendors. First
there was the demand to replace
the beverages which were formerly
smuggled.

In the second place, the Premier

attitude in North America towards
the use of liquor for beverage pur-
poses. Previous to 1927 prohibition
had been the law In United States
and Canada. The States were still
under Prohibition in that year, and
so was Nova Scotia. The other Ca-
nadian provinces had just discard-
ed Prohibition. Drinking, at least
in public, was still frowned upon by
all law-abiding citizens,

By 1940, he continued, the situa-
tion has become different. Govern-
ment control has been in force in
all Canadian provinces except Prince
BEdward Island for several years, and
a still more open form of liquor
sales has been in vogue in the
United States. Cousequently alco-
holic beverages have become a rec-

groceries. By 1938 he was able to re- |
| a soclal and moral attitude of op-

had |
| Mr. Mustard had been sponsored

maintained, there was a changed ;

ognized social amenity of the whole
continent, especially among those
who travel and visit.

Islanders “Impatient”

The statistics presented to the
Government last week by the tem-
perance delegation prove conclus-
ively that drinking has everywhere
increased enormously under gov-
ernment control. Many Island peo-
ple who travel abroad have be-
come impatient to have, at home,
the freedom which they can enjoy
abroad. Many of the hospitable peo-
ple of the Province feel that it is
necessary to entertain their guests
in the same sociable manmer as pre-
. vails In other Provinces and States.
. He had seen a man, on the train,
when they got to Tormentine, pull
a bottle out of his pocket with the
| remark, “We are in Canada now.”
| ‘The Premler sald he was not at-
i tempting to, “Justify” this attitude.
| but merely stating the situation as
it exists. Much less he was suggest-
ing that we should shape our tem- |
! perance laws to sult the toutst }
trade. He merely wished to empha-
size the additional difficulties of
enforcement which confront our
efforts “to live on a moral sphere
superior to that of the rest of the
world.”

“We are faced,” he added, by
the problem of legislating, not only
for our own 90,000-odd people, but
for a much larger number, probably
150,000, who visit our Province an-
nually.”

“It is quite impossible to super-
impose a legislated abstinence upon

! position or indifference. I believe,
therefore, that it is highly desirable
that the electors of the Province
should once more express their
opinion on this imvortant subject”

Basic Question

The basic question of the plebis-
cite will be between two alterna-
tives, namely:

1. Retention of the present Act
which prohibits the sale of all a.co-
holic liquors except for medicinal
use.
2. Sale of beer and light wine un-
der permits for beverage purposes,
while retaining the necessity of me-
dical prescriptions for stronger al-
coholic liquors.

The issue, the Premier said, was
“clear-cut and definite: whether
on one hand, beer and wine would
merely prove to be the thin edge of
a wedge, and would result in great-
er intemperance than can be sec-
ured under the present law; or
whether, on the other hand, the
relaxation of restrictions on beer
and wine would great'’y improve

conditions by eliminating the bev-
erage use of strong liquors, both
vendors' and moonshine.

The Premier instanced the

French people who are habitual
drinkers of wines but who are re-
garded as the most temperate na-
tion in the world. That, he admit-
ted, may be due to conditions
which do not apply here, and per-
haps could not be taken as an in-
dex.

.  Statistics “Irrelevant”

Statistics had recently been cited
to the Government to show that
increased facilities for the con-
sumption of bfer and wine invari-
ably lead to increased consumption
of all liquors. “Unfortunately,” the
Premier said, “these statistics do
not help us at all; in fact they are
entirely irrelevant, because n
United States and in all other Ca-
nadian Provinces, easier facilities
for beer and wine were invariably
accompanied by easier facilities for
rum, whiskey and gin. Their expe:-
fences therefore afford no clue as
to the possible success of a plan for
loosening the restrictions on beer |
and wine, while at the same time !
maintaining, or even increasing, the
restrictions on the sale of spirits.

“Without expressing any opinion
on the merits of such an experi-
ment,” he said, “I believe the im-
portant thing is for every citizen
to be sincere in his desire for true
temperance and strict law obser-
vance, This can be achieved cnly
if each elector's vote Is the expres-
sion of a pledge to observe stri:tly
whatever law is approved by the
~ajority. So long as people vote
for a law which taey do not intenc
to keep, there will be enforcement
difficulties.”

Replying to the suggestion that
conditions would e better unier
enforcement by a Prohibition Com-
mission, the Premier said that he,
as Attorney General, “did not want
any Commission to hide behind.
The Government's dealings with
liquor firms and agents was ‘“an
open book.”” The last Commission,

00”Over’2.ooo

are given away by
Dealers across Canada

Yes, it’s as simple as that! All you
have to do is call in at your dealer’s
and guess the number hidden under-
neath the big Congoleum Gold Seal
affixed to the beautiful 6 x 9 foot
prize-winning rug on display in his

window !

Remember, there’s no story to write,
no labels or wrappers to collect —if
you guess the correct number or the
one nearest to it, you may take home
the rug on display or choose another
pattern from your dealer’s stock of
gorgeous Congoleum Rugs.

But don’t delay! The contest closes
noon Saturday and the winning
number will be posted in your
dealer’s window at 4 p.m. the same
afternoon !
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SPECIAL OFFER

If you purchase a genuine Congoleum Gold
Seal Rug during the period of this contest
and then prove to be the winner of the prize
rug, you have the option of taking lhe‘pnzn
rug or of having the full purchase price of
the rug you have already boughl.re/unded.
This is your opportunity of getling a rug
of larger size FREE. Don’t miss this chance!

CONGOLEUM CANADA LIMITED
MONTREAL

The GOLD SEAL is affixed
to the surface of all gennine
Gold Seal Congoleum, Insist
on secing it when buying!
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he said, had employed a purchasing
agent ‘from Souris, of all places.
He did not know whether the then
Government was hiding from the
Commission, or the Commission
from the Government.

It had been suggested that the
beer and wine bill introduced by

by the liquor interests. The parties :

making that Irresponsible charge

were unfair both to Mr. Mustard

| and to the Legislature as a whole,
! the Premier sald. He had glven
warning to all liquor dealers with
whom the Government did business
in any form that they must not in-
terfere or attempt to influence the
voting. He had already received
! numerous letters from these firms,
glving their assurance in this re-
gard,

“Even if the amendment does
come into effect as a result of the
| plebiscite,” the Premier said, “ I
do not think revenues should be
put into current account until the
new system has been thoroughiy
trled and proved. Even then the
counting of increased liquor income
as current revenue is a doudtful
practice, as the Treasury thereby
acquires a vested interest which it
becomes unwilling to . relinquish.
For these reasons the estimate of
revenue from Prohibition enforce-
ment during the present year rep-
resents a decrease rather than an
ircrease over last year,

The gross value of production in
the artificial and real silk industry
in Canada during 1038 amounted
to $23,871,903, o
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