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The Work Théf Clubs
Have:Accomplistied in

Ahe Past Decade

UTH some interess the country
watched the proceedings of the
recent convention, in Boston, of
the General Federation of Women's Clubs.
nd, as was to be expected, the same time-
honored question_swept along im\the wake of
the news emanating f‘:-om that gathering.
| “Of what use are women's, clubs, any
way? W hat good has ever been accomplished
by them? .Can any permanent reforms be
traced to the influence of the movement, now
grown to such extensive proportions in the
\United States®
‘ “Do not. these clubs take women from
their duties at home? At any rate, have their
members been taught or influenced to become
‘better housewives, better mothers?”’
: Such questioncrs, no doubt, will be aston-

Yshed to learn evem @ part of the record
made by these organizations during their

comparatively brief history.
} i -» ‘tions In the United States? Have the various
organizations taken women from their duties

at home, or have they enabled them to become better
housewives? Putting aside jests and unfounded prej-
udices, one can judge the organization by its accom-
plishments.

Through the influence of women's clubs, of which
there are now more than 6000, thousands of American
households have been artistically furnished towns
have been improved and cities cleaned.

Civip bettecrment has been studled and civil service
r-*~rM8 accomplished, impure food dealers have been
&iriaterd) hure food movements carried to success, the
{aflusnics of which largely effected the passage of the
national pure food laws.

Forests have been saved, historlc spots preservsd,
parks lald ont, playgrounds ‘opened for the children of
the oitles, 1 'n ¢~ rtg established, deficient chiliren
cared for, Kiudcisu.icns founded, lbraries bullt, books
put in circulation to & number exceeding 800,000,

Political fights for civio reform have been cham-
ploped by the women. % An education of inefficlent
hausewives has become a feature of the work, The care
&f ohildren 1is a chief object. Working girls enjoy
bleseings socured by clubwomen, in betterment of con-
&'tiyce and places of shelter.

hare are at present more than 800,000 clubwomen
fn the United States.

The club movement has -extended td every part of
the country—east and west, north and south. There are
row about forty-six state federations which include
clubs social and literary, civic and other kinds.

This movement had its inception, according to many
authorities, in the union of several scattered llterary
clubs united by the Sorosis of New York in 1889. This
wns followed in 1890 by the organizing of the General
YFederation of Women's Clubs.

COMMITTEES CARRY ON WORK

At present the principal work Is carried on by com-
mittees of the federation—the art committee, the edu-
cational committee, the clvio committee, the clvil uerl\;-
fon reforn: comumitiee, the household economics commit-
tee, tha pure tocd committee, the forestry committee,
the legislative committee, the industrial and child labor
c.xmitiee, the library extenslon committee and the out-
look conmmittee.

Threurh the art committes the federation has sent
thousan of pictures over the country, Into schools and
iotaes. Amdments have been erected, drinking foun-
tuing  oustal houses artistically decorated and parks
Paingd,

BJ ol art leagues have been formed. One western
S Hicoh ecorating a school. The protection of

“llsaduy of the Hudson, the establishment by

Congrsss of the Mesa Verde National Park and the

Fresorvation of the cilff dwellings in Colorado are reluﬁl

Xf &hr? work of ‘.h‘e comﬂml.eo. The alm is to make
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Thaduc&uonal comm!ttee 1as improved educational
fac!ities in many part® of the country and established
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matters relative to the home, how to
wives and mothers; it deals with the problems of 123
haustively, The pure food committee has wag!
wasfare cgainst adulterated fools and was eftective in
vecuring ‘he pnssage of the federal pure food law.

Throngh {he fereetry sommitiee forests havs l_men
nroteoted ead many thousands ot trees planted. Chll-
é nve Leen sn frem» avor in milid and mines by
the nglld ligor comumittee, dltions in factories and
#hops where women and ohildren work have been im-
prayved, agitations have been #ucoesstully waged.
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domestic science, which was

blished a school o;
O it at the end of four years the

such a ;nmhlg success mtnlt
city undertook to suppor .

yManunl training has been instituted by clubs {n New
Hampshire, Rhode Island and Connecticut, while In
Massachusettd about twenty clubs have made it thelr
particular work.

Medical Inspection was established in the schools of
Baltimore through the efforts of the Maryland federa-
tion, while a school attendance law there was the result
of a movement started by the Arundel Good Govern-
ment Club, i

In Portland, Maine, many bare, unattractive school-
houses have been changed into places of charm and
beauty through the women’'s clubs, while throughout the
state of New York the clubwomen have encouraged art
by teaching children the principles of decoration, also
by furnishing plotures, photographs and casts of statues
to schools.

Throughout the entire East children have been en-
couraged in planting trees and vines about schools and
at thelr homes; prizes are given to encourage the culti-
~vatjon of school gardens; in many con}mgn_}lp_s,wggdged,

¥

ilapidatéd

y

Yl £ Bt
sy R Agga N kR s
new school  bufldings’ have replaced . old/“d.
; stryctures through the help of the women.
i Recognizing the value of thrift among children, many
# of the women’s clubs in the East have established stamp
¢ savings etatlons. In four grammar schools at Brockton,
5 Mass,, there are more than a thousand depositors in four
grammar schools; more than $2000 was saved within five
months by the publiec schoo!l children of Clinton, Mass.,
*+ and more than 300 chfldren.opened stamp bank aecounts
* in Winchendon, that state.
i Scholarships have been; endowed in many women's
colleges by clubs, A permanent fund for the education
\ of girls‘ig’ maintained by the New Hampshire federa-
tion; in Malne the women have for years worked for
the  improvement of rural“schools;'a trade school for
 girls is the object of the New York federation.
\  A'George Junior Republioc for boys is maintained by
the women of New Jersey; in Pennsylvania, school gar-
dens were; startcd by the clubwomen; the consolidation
of small district schoold into graded schools has been
cffected in Vernfont, whilé in Rhode Island the ‘somen
succeeded in getting a law ga.uad providing fur the
instruction of adult blind péople in their Lomes by
the_board of education, . f
More than twanty-g‘lge 1‘;ha,mrroundx; were the rosul
of the playground established some years ago by the
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Civic Club ¢in Philadelphia. This {s one of the banner
organizatiogs; it gave the inception to vacation schools,
inaugurated a school for backward children and first
gave public evening conoerts.

Tenament house reform, the cleaning of streets, cars
and parks and the establishment of public baths have
baen ully Ished by the women of Pitts-
b“r% and Afle{hgw.

hroughou ennsylvania, women's town improve-:
ment clubs have cleaned up their towns, taken refuse *
off of strects, demolished old and useless buildings, pur-
chased street sprinklers and established parks. he
women of Carlisle, Pa., have made theirs an ideal town.

Throughout New Jersey the town improvement idea
has been ?erpetuatod by the women, and in one town,
which is typical of many others, they have not only
cleaned the communjty, but secured good milk and main-

tained a hospital fund for tho destitute sick. .

‘ﬁzpfziﬂwm,, ribe Hindoo Fopiet,

8 THE philosophy of a calm, serene “holy
man,” who passed his life by the Ganges, go-
ing off into trances most of the time, to place
its cooling hand on the fevered, rioting pulses

5f our American cities?

. and district
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In t! - connection, the care of the sick has pecu-
llarly ..ppcaled to the women, and hundreds of clubs
support fresh-air camps, hospitals, vacation houses
nurses. A hospital is owned by the
‘Woman's Charity Club of Boston.

The preservation of forests, which has become such

"an important national issue, long ago was champloned

by the clubwomen of thée entire country. In the East,
.Pennsylvania has the finest reserves—the result of the
work of clubwomen.

In New Hampshire, Massachusetts and New York
they have labouied for the preservation of the forests,
In Masgsachusciis the work during one year took the
form of a campaign against the brownteail and gypsy
moths, {n which almost every club Jjoined, one of
which, with the aid of an army of school children, de-
stroyed 375,000 nests,

Planting of 1000 trees in four years by the school
children in one town in Pennsylvania, and of 400 {n
one year in Boston, are but single instances of a wide-
spread and effective propaganda.

n the middle West there are more than 1300 clubs
membership excceding 75,000, The women of
est boast of their club idea a3 antedating that
of the East. They point to a Ladies’ Library Soclety
in alamazoo, Mich.,, founded ‘in 1862; the Minerva
Club, of New Harmony, Ind., founded in 1859, and the
Chicago Woman’s Club, of the '70's.
Forming of state federations, begun with Jowa in

1893, wag continued by Ohio In 1894; Michigan and
Missour{ in 1895, and Indiana in 1800. What the women
of the est have accomplished i3 but a repetition, in
a sense, of thelr proud record in the East. And it is
thus with the women of thc South.

8t. Louis, for instance, the Under-Age Free

Kindergarten has become one of the largest institu-
tions of its kind in the country. Within two years
manual training  was estublished through the women
in six schools in Iowa.

Four normal schools and appropriations for two
more were secured in 1902 by the women of Ohlo—
*s' effort. Coigpulsory education bills re-
orts of clubwomen in the states of Illi-
aind Missouri

nois, Iowa

The Chicago omau's Club established the Glen-
wood Industrial School for boys at a cost of $40,000,
The vacation #chools’ committee of the women's clubs

of Chicago opened eight schools within a few years,
and hundreds of children, a:nong them many foreign-
ers, were enrolled.

Lunchcuns were served in the high schools by sev-
eral clubs, one, the Englewood Woman's Club, serving
within twenty minutes about 430 cooked luncheons.
The 8chool of Domestic Arts and Science in Chicago,
established by the clubwomen, furnishes instruction
in housekceping and the care of the children to 1100
students,

In Mich'zan the women endeavored to secure an
appropriation of $90,000 for a 'building for the Mich-
igan A; ultural College, where women might study
domestic arts and science.

FOSTER DOMESTIC SCIENCE
At the University of Illinois, the University of Chi-

cago, the Bradl Institute, at Peoria, and the Lewls
Institute, of ago, domestic and economic depart-
ments were ablished, while the women also suc-
ceeded in getting the Legislature to establish house-
hold economic courses in five normal schools of the

state and the high schools of Chicago.

Pure-food campaigns have been successfully waged
by the clubwomen of Illinois, Indiana, Michigan, Mis~
sourl and Ohio. TLocal pure-food crusades resulted in
the elimination of impure products and the securing of

ure milk; while many state laws were passed by the
egislatures at the petition of clubwomen.
esides this, industrial conditions have come in for
a large share of attention’ Factory conditions in Ohio
have been systematically studied by clubwomen, An
association In Chicago serves meals to nearly 1200
working women a day at cost, besides providing sick
rooms, rest rqoms and a library.

BEstablished about nine years ago thrqugh the in-

tercession of clubwomen, the first juvenile ocowgt has

mbgen taken as an example by elghteen other states, in
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krishna have reached these shores, and in the great

cities of the country bave won disciples. Since
his death, more than twenty years ago, the re-
ligion of this “holy man” has swept over India.
He i‘; regarded by one-half of the population as
a god.

ica?

Will his religion meet with success in Amer-

And why is it so readily accepted by so
many of our women? Why should this Hindu re-
ligion appeal to the women of Americal For it
geems to be making wore headway among the
women than among the men.

Already apostles of one Bhagavan Sri Rama-
-~

MBERICA has for many years been a fertile soll

for many Orlental religions. In New ¥York

and Chicago, particularly, new faiths have
sprung up like fungus growths over night.
ih’ Msxa':ndargnopwio bm‘nuu cxty.t lnxlm]ll.mwl‘aim;‘:}‘-lg
ad as followers some he most intelleo 2
khe counflry. Irank V?l S-nln‘d bujit & town aud
0

atarted to form a 'aviy fleer” {] the giobe and
ﬁpread his gospel. Propheld have ou groeted with

What will be the res

Aisalples of Ramakrishne?
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W ’ ult of the Invasleg of the eix
Angton, D, C, Ban i‘rancisco an

swamis. They are sald to have won several hundred
converts,

Undoubtedly the religion of Ramakrishna is unique
in this western world, and in justice it must be sald
that It is different from many of the new and strange
teachings that have been accorded a more or less
hearty welcome,

For these brown-skinned, turbaned, gentle-volced
men from Indla have undertaken to teach hunnlnf.
bustling commercial America that worldly wealth s
of no value, that power i« futtle, that the ideal life
{p that of meditation, concentration and the develop-
#ent of spirftual perfection

hope to develop in

By @ eourte of dlanlyun’:' they
H ‘ui&ov and er that spirit of Oriental
Abd 1t Jg a cala that 18 unruffied, whioh noth-

thy
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an automobile smash-up Wi ’u such ae
nignity of expression m. ha ae#ld wen
freshing nap. This, practivaily, Is efest ¢
undertaken to teach the *

This religious crusade is one of those strangs
anomalies one at times vitnesses in & country such
as this—and who can say but ‘his inconseistent people,
with their love o:kpnmdnti, oy ?ozflnthglegu-T:r‘}(
breathless haste take up e gospe
sage, which tells them how fcollsh all tha'r efforts
re?

fn 1886 in the Bengal vil-
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3 Bt il
for hours he wou

mott?e.rl:,’ plolclnt flowers on her #hwns. nrv"ln‘ her

Ramakrishna
lage of Kamarpukar.

oor, To make a living the bo
revtln le of Kall, the "Iléthn o

Sre oz ?//ﬂaa‘éez:?ﬁq }:’;1
She B Lrrig Preside g

which the Illinois law was either entirely or to some
extent adopted.

For a number of years a school for children was
conducted in the Cook county jail in Chicago by the
Woman's Club. The treating of little children offende: 3
as though they were adult criminals struck the wome:n
interested in the work as wicked and harmful. What
was to be do:e?

An attornc; was employed, nnd a DIl providing
for a juvenile court was drawn up. It was presented,
and passed by the Legislature, becoming & law in 1899,
Then in other states the women took up the problemx
and juvenile court laws followed. Laws protecting
child laborers were passed in many states after came
palgns of clul..vomen, 5

In the isol.ted sections of the West traveling. Me
braries have filed a orying need. Through the Inftiae

tive of clubwomen, who Inaugurated them, gtate ape
ropriations have been secured and hundr estab-

Mor: than 12,000 vQlumes are controlled by the
ibrary Cor:mission of Iowa; through the women,
orty towns enjoy Carnegle libraries in Indlana; there
are more tlian sixty traveling libraries in Michigan,
forty In Misiour!, while in Ohio the women gecured an
i};grop;lntlou of $8000 for the circulating of the State

Tar;

o
/

/. RT NOT NEGLECTED !

But hand'1: hand with literature goes art. Art col-
lections are s nt from place to place throughout the
West, and re;ular courses of study conducte In
Jowa about fo.ty clubs are devoted to this study, and
the Ohio fede: ition has undertaken to institute art as
part of the ed.icational system of the state. f

A traveling art gallery is supported by the T.l:l
federation. Within flve months its oircuit fncluded
about seventy-flve clubs, Nearly 26,000 children were
enabled to study artistic work,

Throughout the entire SBouth there are traveling @I-
braries; In South Carolina, for instance, there are 100;
in Kentucky more than 85; more than 100 in Tennes-
see; 66 In Texas, and about 16 in Arkansas.

With thelr sisters-of the North, the clubwomen of
the South have vigorously dealt with the problem of
child labor. A ohild-labor and compulsory education

law was passed in Georgla, the last of the states with- _ .-~
out protective legislation for children, as a result of
the earnest.- wogk of clubwomen. In all the staths ex-
isting laws are Inforoed und-r the vigilant eyées of the
women guardians of the it ,1 75, Texas leads, pos-
sibly, In kindergarten wu. {ormatory and juve-
nile court vere de.. 1 :ured, by the women
of Atlanta, Ga.

Soclal scttlement woi.. een inaugurated in
New Orlears. An educatior... ..inpalgn' resulted in a
conguest ovar yellow feve..

ne mig 1t pursue a recital of what organized b

clubwomen have accomplished ad Infinitum,

“Men’s c'ubs, as a rule, are purely social,” declares
Superintend :nt of Compulsory Education Bodine of i
Chicago. *“)’ omen's clubs are not. I belleve in woin- ‘
en’s clubs, What this country needs is more women's

clubs, more
Councils of
for in orga:
lectual hopc

f the Mothers' Congresses, more natlonu!
Women, more Catholic Women's Leagues,
ized womanhood lies the moral and intel-
of this republic.”
Mrs. Rot 2rt J, Burdette, of California, who took a
rominent jart in the recent convention at Bostona
as put forth the following as her creed:

“I believe in afternoon club life for women. I be-
lieye in evening club life for men and women together
when it does not rob the home of father and mother

“I belleve that woman has no right to undert:'a
any work whatsoever outside of the home, along (4
lines of philanthropy, church, temperance or club 'i'u
that does not emanate from the home and in its #i
and best results return to the home. Home must . -
ways be the center, but no% the 1imit, of woman's i '«

“I belleve in equal rights in the family for fathg:
and mother in intelligence, affeotion and flllal respe !
These the clup should foster.”

food and {ncense and lights.
hen doubt came to him. Is there & divine
mother? he asked. There followed a spiritual struggin
long hours of prayer and fasting. So terrible beca i»
the spiritual conflict that the boy was unable to scr. »
at the altar, he lost all gense of time and refused

with
uy

“

Ifor months he suffered mental agony, and tie.
according to hig dlscl%l,es, a vision came. The div :¢ 4
mother appeared to him, clothed in radlant glory, & 2
his doubts passed.

Then, for twelve years, thig youn% man undert
a study of the world's religions. A" beautiful wor:
came to him and taught him the religions of India -~
the practice of yoga. He sought beggar wise men
inquired of their faith. He studied Mohammeda:
iml Christianity—in fact, all the faiths of which ..

new.

All of them, he said, were paths to the same
The goal was consciousness of the divine, Ra
krishna, having reached this state, spent most of
life in meditation and preaching his gospel.

While In hls throes of doubt his family had -
ded to him a young girl of § years. For many :
he forgot her. One day she came to him, a mu
fresh and beautiful. He fell at her feet, told he
would serve her, that he regarded her as & man
tation of the divine mother.

During his life Ramakrishna, in hig retreat i
the temple, overcame all earthly desires, He so .
money that, it is sald, he shrank from it In his &
He considered power useless. Marriage, he dec
should be purely spiritual.

More than twenty years ago he dled, worshipo
thousands. Half of India now regard him as an
manifestation of Vishnu. His widow is still llvin . . [
18 venerated as the “Blessed Virgin Sarada Devi.”

“A REAL MAHATMA”

Max Muller in 1898 published a sketch of Ra~n-

krishna's life, entitled “A Real Mahatma,” He com-

piled his life and sayings two years later, and icsli-

fled to his exemplary and beautiful life.
It s the philosophy of this Hindu that his apo

have come to teach America. Only recently wus

authorized copy of his gospel translated. Some of

maxims are of beauty: :
“A true devotee should possess absgiute r'xlmm,l.:s

and never be disturbed by the opinlon other ‘;lud

a blacksmith's anvil, he will endure All blows

perseoutions and yet remain firm In his falth, R
“He who dresses smartly will nAturlllyﬁ o

mongs, play cards, carry a cane, and such t.lnsds o

appeal to him. If you have a peneil In you;‘ ?In“ u

will unconsciously l(;crlbble on anything. [
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