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THE RISEN

THE FIRST FRUITS

CHRIST

Sermon by the Rev. Wm. Dobson, Pastor of

the First Methodist C

hurch, Charlottetown.

The Birth, Life, and the Resurrection of Jesus Christ

—The Story of Christ ou

Conception of Character of Jesus Lies Beyond

Humen

t of the Region of Doubt

Genius.

(Reported by The Guardian Stenograpler.)

Text:—I3ut now is Chbrist risen from the
dead, and become the first fruits of them
that slept. [ Cor. XV. 20

Ile who studies carefully
the life of Jesus of Nazareth will find it
to contain three essential miirncles. first
t" Birth, second Ilis Life. and third, the
Resurrection. The Birth of Jesus of,
Nuzareth we have to take on ~iuple faith,
proof of Christ’s

the story of

If iiny man ask you for
yuysterious Dirth, you had Letter say, *'I
liave none that will produce certainty in!
tie human But the Life of
Jesus as well as the Resurrection is as'
amenable to historie criticism and logie,
event. While

intellect .’

a« any other historical
Your Throat.
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deep enough ; but the air
you breathe touches every
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the air and let them go
along together ? Thatis
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the hecaling medicine right on the
places thatmost need it. You now
see why it so quickly cures sore
throat, bronchitis, hoarseness,
whooping-cough and asthma. )
Vapo-Cresolene is sold by druggists, or sent express
pr @ on receipt of price. A Vapo-Cresolene outfit
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this is neither the time northe place to
follow out the methed by which the
certainty is reached, yet I am just as
certain when reading the Sermon on the
Mount, that I am readiugthe exact words
which fell from the lips of Jesus, asIam
reading the exact words of Cicero or
Caesar whenreading the “Oration against
Cutiline” or the “Commentaries on the
Gallic War.,” It seemns to me you might
press it even further than vthat and say
that the facts of Christ’s Life are more in-
disputable than the gréat majority of what
are assumed o be facts concerning the
Battleof Waterloo. Cicero’s oration was
delivered some thirty-cix years before the

Birth of Cuese. We  read it in  the

College over here, and inspire oyr boys
with the thought that they are reading
the words, mastering the  style, and
catching the enthusiasm of  the great
winan orslor, Il the boy doubt this let ,
him ask the head teacher of the College,
and he will leaa the student through the |
whole process of criticism, uatdl he
arrives at the certuinty that everge word
is the word of the ovrator. But he who
reads the account of the Battle of Water-
loo as it may be found in fifty different
authors, will -soon discover that every
page is more or less blurred with national
prejudices and in many cases unwarrau-
table imagination. We are only to-day
beginning to discredit Wellington's
“Would to God that night or Blucher
would come” or iz “*Up gaards, and at
them.” All that historic criticism could do,
has been done for the Gospel narratives,
and with but a few exceptions every word
stands as afthentic and certain, What-
ever certainty criticism may have pro-
duced for the candid student of the New
Tesltament, it seems tome there are
other reasons for our faith, vhat lift vhe
story of the Christ above every other
literary production, and take it wholly
out of theregion of doubt. The central

us, ~e’l] do the rest. Chas, W Mack
91113 Kina St. West, Toronto )
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cter utterly inconceivable by human in-|most brilliant minds the world has seen’human nature, with a body, soul and

tellect or human genius. It is conceded
on all hands that Piato was the flower
and fruit of long ages of Grecian culture.
When she produced Plato, she exhausted
herself, she coulddo no more; and yet
Piato was utterly incapable of conceiving
such a character as you find in the Gospel
of John. His ‘‘Republic” iseasily the
best thing he ever wrote, and when com-
pared with .John's conceptionof the
Kingdom of God, it is us moonlight is to
sunlight, or as water is to wine. No
sane man thinks of cowparing them.
Put, it you will, John's conception of
that Mare of Nuzareth, with His absolute
sinlessness, universal love for mankind,
absolute forgiveness for His murderers,
as well as the huniliation, which while
proclaiming Himself One with the Eternal
God, stoops to wash the feet of His mean-
est disciple,—lay such a conception, if
you will, beside Homer's Achilles, Hector
or Ajax, and you at once not ocly feel the

shock but the profanity. Or take the |

greatest creative genius that England has
ever produced, stand his Hamlet, his
Othello or even his Spirits that dissolved
in air, beside the Man jof Nazareth and
they shrink at once into , pygmies. If
Homer, Shakespeare, Dante, with all
their varied knowledge of men and

things, were utterly incapable of con- ’

ceiving such a character as Jesus, of such
a state as the Kingdom of God,where did
these three Galileans get theirfconcepticn
or who furnished them with naterials
for such a creation? Two of them were
certainly nnlettered fishermen,oneof them
a Roman tax-gatherer, and Luke,
though notu Galilean, seems to have
been no more brilliant than the other
three, Be this as it may, they all were
untravelled men, and yet they threw out
upon the canvas a character which has
claimed the admiration, andin any
cases, the adoration of the strongest ana

BARGAI

NS IN |
. MEDICINE.
A woman once wrote us
that she was not going to
buy Scott's Emulsion any
more because it cost too
much. Said she could get
some other emulsion for less
money. Penny wise and
pound foolish. Scott's Emul-
sion costs more because it is
worth more—costs -more to
make. We could make
Scott’s Emulsion cost less by
using less oil. Could take
less care in making it, too,
If we did, however, Scott’s
Emulsion wouldn’t be . the
standard preparation of cod

liver oil as it is to-day.
SCOTT & IOWNIV, Totemte, Ons,

! eyes, which

during the twala<t thousand years. Where
did they get this conception! To we
there is but one answer, the simple

 statement that they described accurately

what they saw. John gives the answer in
d«tail when be says,” “That which was
from the beginmng, which we have
‘heard, which we haveseen with our
we have looked upon and
our hands have handled of the Word of
life, that whizh we bave seen and heard,
declare we unto you.” It may be con-
eeded that the Illiad, Dante's Iuferno.
and Shakespeare’s Tempest and Hamlet
all lie within the limits of human genius,
but I submit that the conception of the
Kingdom of God and the character of
Jesus lie absolutely beyond the power of
human genius. If the disciples were
,not able to create these things, but
.siluply declared what they Zsaw and
heard, theu my faith accepts their
respect withont hesitaticn,

! Assuming this report to be trae, it sets
Jesus forthas a man, the Sonof man,
with all the powers und possibilities of
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spirit, and all that these confan: but a
man plus something else—plus what?
Ah, that’s ‘the question. Pius demon?
No, that will not. do. Isit man , plus
angel? That would be huta demi-god.
No, to read the record fairly, there can be
but one answer,—man’ pius God. We
find in Him all our natures demand of
God; He meets every want of the human
soul as it is struggling upward toward
ideal manhood. The record says He can
forgive sin, He can create anew,
He can save unto the uttermost
all them that come unto Him. This
is all that the moral nature of a race ce-
mands of a God, If He be man plus God,
why not say it? John said it two thous-
and years ago. “In the beginning was
the Word, and the Word was God”. If
we aceept this record as true, it carries us
alittle farther, and tellsus that “all
things were created by Him and forHim,”
and that *“He upholds all things by the
Word of His power.” Infact all thac we
expect of God, the record assures us we
may fiud in Jesus Christ. This biings ns
face to face with another thought.
Jesus Christ be the union of humsn
nature and divinity so thdt He eould
redeem, sanctify and glorify human
nature, why should it be thought a thing
i ible for that h nature to be
raised from the dead? I see no intellectunl
difficulty in it. It lies upon the same
plane as the Birth and Life as given in the
story by the Aposties. The Birth and
Life and Resurrection seem to me to
belong to the very essence of the concept-
ion of Christ as given in the narratives.
i It historic criticism were to discovér that
Jesus never did turn water into wine, [
for one, should not be the least shocked.
I should answer, *“Well, that may be so,
but if His Birth and Life and Resur-
rection be facts, I know He could turn
water into wine, or still a Galilean
tempest, If He wished to doso.” While
these Lhree essential wmiracles stand, it is
simply child’s play tocavil at these
accideutal miracles.  All hostile criticism
has felt this, and has used every effort
to destroy the truthfulness of the record
of the Resutrection, but it stands to-day
as the Gibraltar of the Christian faith.
The story of the Resurrection is very
simple and way be summed up in the
Apostle's words, as v
fitteenth chapter of the first Corinthians:
“For I delivered unto yon first of all that
which I also received, how that Christ
died for our rins according to the
Scriptures, and that He was buried and
that He rose ngain the third day accord-
ing to the Scriptures, and that He was
seen of Cephas, then of the twelve;
after that he was  scen of ' above five
hundred brethren at once, of whom the
greater * part rewain  unto this
present, but some aré fallen asléep; after
that He was seen of James, then of all the
Apostles, and Iast of all He was seen

Whatever  else
niean, to me
thpt Paul as  well

this  record may
it proves one thing,
as the other
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we find” them in the |/
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apostles believsd kbat’ Jebiis Christ N | o :
eura gla Of all the

rose from the dead. 80 far'as the truth-

fulness of the record goes, we must re

member the apostles are not reporting many troubles flesh is heir to,

heresay, they are stating what they them- Neuralgia is one of the-  most
distressing, and often difficult to

cure. Many cases have been

selves saw. It certainly would have been
a fearful risk for the Apostle Paul to tell

relieved and cured by a thorough
application of

the Corinthians, if it were ‘not true, that
there were still living some five hundred
men who had seen the risen Christ, but .
he makes the statement, boldly and ap- 9 £
parently without fear of contradiction. “cndﬂCk S uniment
So boldly does he make the statement, Always kee ick’s i
p Kendrick’s in
that one feels while reading it, that Paul th use 3
bimself beliecved he was speaking the g e A S
truth. We have the written record then,
assuring us that Jesus Christ has been

raised from the dead. But thisis not all,
We have, besides, the Gospel record, an-
other proof of the truthfuluess of the re
cord that no other literature can furnish.

Let us try for a few moments’to lay
emphasis upon this other proof. A care-
ful study of the Gospels lesves the im-
pression upon every candid mind that
Jesus of Nazareth was the greatest per-

CONTINUED ON PAGE FOUR.
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