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The GreatestMan of OurD-

Celebrates 79th Birthday Tomorrow

By C. A

Lyon

o

4 Baden-Powell, the man who
jas & fair claim to be called the
greatest man of our day is still
hustling at the age of ceventy-
pine, his birthday being tomorrow,
gaturday Feb. 22.

He is the one man doday who is
revered in every country ‘in the

yorld.
: ‘osrtalln is divine to the Russians,
put 8 tai'ed devil to most other
ople. Yeb even in Russia there
are Boy Scouts wearing Scout uni-
forms thouzh they do not now own
\formal s8llegiance to the Chief

scout.
Even the loneliest island in the

world, Tristan da Cunha, a speck

his' great faith in the ability of
Boy Scouts to run themselves. He
is not a reformer-meddl:r-uplifter.

Five years ago there was an
amaz'ng incident in Boy Scout his-
tory. Moscow tried to capture the
movement for its own ends. This
is secret history,’ What a grand
news story all the papers misced,
and wouldn’t I have liked to write
it! The facts were these:

In all parts of the country Com-
munists made a d:ad set at the
Boy Scouts. They had pickets out-
side Scout halls to talk Commun-
ism to the Scouts as they came in
and out. They had ieaflets which
youths distributed. 8

Morning Stock Letter

(Received over Pitfield and Co's
Private Wire)

NEW YORK, Feb. 20—There is
no special news this mornmg
which snight have ary unusual in-
fluence on the market. Sterling
408 7-8, French franc 6.680. Ihe
strength in Gulf Oil may be ac-
counted for partly by the news
this morning that it is consolidat-
ing several of its subsidiaries. The
Journal of Commerce carries a
story this morning that some ob-
servers of the California Oil sit-
uation are looking for an increase
within a week in the price of Cal-
ifornia Crude Oil  Directors of
Douglas Aircraft on Wednesday
took no action on dividend. Last
September the directors declared
a 15 cent dividend. There are sev-
eral important dividend meetings
today including Commercial Trust,

—

Int, Harvester, Lily Tulip Cup,
Mesta Machine, National- Dairy,
St. Joseph Lead, and Teras Gulf
Sulphur.

There was some doubt after the
close of the market yesterday con-
cerning the immediate trend. We
bélieve the market has to e given
a further -chance. ~However, we
would look on the first thing this
morning to see whether any vol-
ume develops on the down side.

TORONTO, Feb. 20— Pickle
Crow have declared initial divl-
dend of 5 cents payable March 31
to shareholders of record Mar 16.

TORONTO, Feb. -20—In  first
year of milling ended March next
Pickle Crow will have grossed ar-
ound $1,250,000 out of which they
have pald current -development
repaid loan $170,000 and disbursed
dividends of $150,000,; on basis of
present operations alone it would
appear company has ability to
maintain quarterly payments of
at least 5 cent; per share as next
year should gross better than $1,-
500,000 out of which probably 50
per cent or $750,000 should be
available for dividends.
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MONTREAL, Feb.
tone of Montreal open
markets held steady

quiet trading.

Butter was unchanged at 23 to
23 1-2 cents per pound for carlots
or less of.:no 1 while lots to  re-
tailers were quoted at 24 for sol-
.ids and 24 1-2 to 25 for prints.

Cheese was quiet at 12 cents per
pound for ne 1 -Ontario colored,
current arrivals. )

Graded egg shipments in car-
lots or less were 32 1-2 to 33 cents
a dozen for A large, 30 1-2 to 31
for A medium and 28 1-2 to 29 for
A pullets.

Prince Edward Island potatoes
were $1.35 to $1.40 for mountaing
and $1.30 to $1.35 for cobblers, per
90 pound bag. In 80 pound bags,
P E I mountains were $1.20 lo $1.-
25, cobblers $1.15 to $1.20, New
Brunswicks $1.10 to $1.15,. Quebecs
$1.0" to $1.10 and Quebec no 2 90
cents to $1.

20—Under-
produce
today in

CANADA AT WAR

Written for The Canadiah Press
By Capt. W. W. Murray, M.C.
(Copyright, 1936, by The Canadian

Press) A

Records of the war aré rich in
names forever emblazoned on the
world’s scroll. In no similar period
of history were so many and so
bloody battles fouzht, so many
men pitted in relentless - death-
grapple against each other.

Of them all, however, none quite
conveys, or can be made to convey,
everything that is embodied. in the
name of a little city in north-east-
ern France, a name which now has
its place in proverb—Verdun. It is
symbolical of bloodshed to the most
prodigal degree, of enraged and
overwhelming attack, of the most
courageous and the most self-sac-
rificing in defence.

“They shall not pass,” was the
resolution which steeled French re-
sistance during those months of
1916 when, shatiered and blasted by

LORD BADEN-POWELL

with a microscopic populaticn: in
the South Atlantic, has its troop.

In India Bacen-Powell's system
worked a mirac’e. Thie Scouts In
the trcops there mirgled without
respect for caste or cr¢ed. There is
prebably no cther institution in
India in which the TUlntouchables
can mix wiih high-caste Hindus in
the same way.

Bad:n-Powell is the son of a
par on-professor. He was born in-
to a crinolined Londom in 1857. If
you would realize !iow he has
triumphed over age to lead boy-
hood, consicer that he has a shill-
ing given to him by Thackeray!

H» joined the Hu'isars in India
when he was nineteen.

Mafeking Fame 2md Then—

He was a good, but not a con-
veniional so'dier. Hls career . was
exciting. Its high light was the ex-
pedition to Kumassi, the capital of
Ashanti, where sacrl [icial executions
were as popular as ipockey matches,
and heaps of headless corpses lay
in the market square. If strangers
sat on certain forb’ldden ceats—off
with their heads!

Then Came Mafek lg—And World
Fame

For 215 days, fewer than 800
troops and a few hundred towns-
people held out  against 10,000
Boers. The women; and children
stay:d underground every day ex-
cep: Sunday, whiclp was an off day
for both sides.

BP. played every game he cou'd
think of on the Beers, He had
dummy tents to make the force
look greater, dummy forts, dummy
guns, and men dressed in the uni-
forms of differe:pt regiments to
make believe renforcements had
come,

Relief came at, last, and Eni-
land went mad, Baden-Powell was
a national hero,—:but

After that hei did not athieve
new militery glory. W'iere is a
problem for po sterity” to solve in
this,

Did Qucen Vicitorla take umbrage
at the postage s' amps bearing B.P/s
“head, !ssu:d wit hout his knowledge
during the seige? So runs the
story; bubt B.P, eays he believes
there is nothing in it.

It is also sald that the Army
chiefs wers jea Jous of him. Would
there have beer) any Boy Scouts if
he had gone or| in the Army? And
would he, insiitad of Halg, have
bein the Man cf the Great War?

There would /have been no BOY
Bcouls, no Girl: Guides, no Rovers,
20 Chief Scout had it not been for
his mother, It ‘was she who influ-
enced him to write “Scoutiny for
Boysf' v

He had' wrilden a military
book on rcoutiiny after the
African War, “Scouting for
the hook that started the whole
thing, was written with his moth-
er's encourazudment, When people
tutned up thefr noses at the move-
met and mocked it, as many did,
8he confirmed him in his resolve

hand-
Sou
Boys,”"

Hso on,
e did nof. perform - Herculean
Iabours to fomnd the Scouts, One?

the book was jout the Scouts sprang
Up spontanec psly, without any toll-
g or drivirjgz, He had to organ-
thim, be fAuse their unp'anned
Srowth was actually a problem.
“Me of his best characteristics 13

.'

People went f&iﬁ.'—f’:—;ﬂ asked

-|him ‘what he was going to do about

it. He raid:
“Don't worry about them. The
Sccuts themselves will ‘see  to it.”
And in a week or two the Com-
munist peril had been forgotten.

Perhaps tie world, which will
certainly read the biogiaphy of
Baden-Fowell in years to come,
will wonder why the best-loved
man in the world really had
very few intimate friends,

Evin ab school he was a  liitle
apart. s

One o his friends
Roberts. Another is the Duke of
Connaught. Another was Roland
Philtpps, son of Lord St. Davids
and nephew of Lord Kylsant, Phil-
ipps was much younger than B.-P.
yet their friendship was p:rfect.
He was killed in the war.

was Lord

It is said that letters they ex-
chanted about the founding and
principes of the Scout movement
form one of the great unpublished
pieces of literature of the age. Will
they ever be released?

It is to the honour of King Ed-
ward that he goes out of his way
to show re pect to B.-P.—and in
curious ways. ;

When, as Prince of Wales, he was
abroad, he sent to the Scouts
strang> presents ranging from we=-
segals to a waste paper ba ket.

A Great Secret

The King wore shorts, it is said,
more or le's out of respect for
B.-P., for he docs not like them.
Indeed, he designed a pair of Scout
shorts that were not really.shorts—
an extra piece ol leg could be let
down over the knee in wet weather!
Bu, no other Scout cver adopted
them.

What wonderful meat for a
biographer B.-P. will be! Think
of {The Mystery of B.-F. in
the war.” Here is a world-
famous figure, a national hero,
a soldier, and a man of unique
talents. Nobody knows what he
did in the war.

His career is packed with colour-
ful incident up to 1914, Then 1914~
15—a long hiatus . . Vague ref-
erences to Scout organization .
no official employment.

What was he doing? Intimate
friends and the highest Scout offi-
clals do not know. It s a mystery.

..

© He was once seen at the front
in 1916. There were rumours
about his being dropped behind
the enemy- lines bvn airplane,

1t is marvellous that the secret,
if there is a secret, can be so well
kept.

Another amazing chapter in his
amazing life is his war letters.

th | Huncreds of Boy Scouts in the war

wrote to him asking: “Why are we
compelled  to  butcher brother
Scouts? Should we do it?”

To all these hundreds he replied
individua'ly in his own handwrit-
ing.

E‘he general tenor of his answers
was: “We must go through with
this war. We must see that there is
never another.”

He is an extraordinary mimic of
animals.

He teaches Scouts to be, like
hims:ii, a friend to all animals—
except pigs. He was the finest pig-

Isticker in the Indian Army, 1 have

never heard of any one who ven-
tured to tackle him on this dis-
crepancy.

The problem the world will want
psychologists to so've is: '

Where did this great-man.get his
curious hal’-boyish ideas from?
That may be his whole secret.

Hates Swank

He ordained that all Scouts
should shake hands with their left.

The ancient Romans offered each
other their right or sword hands
because they did not trust each
other. That is the difference.

On th: same principle, in the
canteen at Scout headquarters you
make out your own bill and add it
up yourself.

He gives all Scoutmasters who
distinguish themcelves heads from
a wooden n2cklace presented to him
by an African chief. The masters
wear them round their necks on a
pootlace, It is suspected that the
necklace was all given away long
ago, and that the beads are now
specially made.

B.-P. hates swank, but he rides
In a Rolls-Royce bought by Scouts
all over the world who contributed
a penny each.

He was the first man to enter
Buckingham Ialace in shorts.
He wroie specially to King
George for permission. It was
granted—a revolution in court
etiquette.

Practically all the time he is
alone he is whistling. Principal
tunes: “While-a-Scouting, Scout-
ing, Scouting” (Scout tune) and
“Two Lovely Black Eyes” (“Only
for telling a man he was wrong.")

He is a tcetotaler. He is also a
.nen-smoker. When young he used
to drink one glass of sherry diluted
with one bottle of soda water, but
he gave even that up.

He sleeps in the open every
night of his life except when in,
town, having a camp bed on the
verandah of his house. Even
recently when ill he caused his
wife distress by fishing up to his
knees in water for hours on end.

Photographic Mind
His mind is far above politics.
He killed an ivitation to stand for
Parliamen; by answering obliging-
ly: “Yes, certainly! Which side?”

It will be a long time before
the full, amazing story of
Baden-Powell's life  becomes
known, In the years before the
war he went on a number of
military missions to continental

. oountries, including Germany,
Russia and Italy.

His memory was photograpnic.
He would come back to the War
Office with designs of guns. plans
of fortifications, details of forma-
tions+all in his head. He never
wrote a word of it down—but he
recounted everything per’ectly.
Once he sent' back the plan
of a fortification hidden in a
picture of a butterfly.

He and his wife are proverbially
happlly married, though she
nearly half his age, and was
¢hosen in a prepostérous manner,

He saw her walking in Khights-
bridge, and liked her walk, but did
not see her face. In the best Scoit
manner he recognized that walk
two years after in a liner, saw the
face, spoke to the owner—and mar=
ried her,

There are nearly three milflon
boys in the Scout moventent. On
his seventy-ninth birthday it must
pe a proud thought to him that
the movement today is greater
than it ever was.

“Gayley is what you might call an
adroit mar.” ¥

“Decidedly. His sins never find
him out and his creditors never
find him in"

high explosives, the poilus rose up
from the chaos around them and
battled in defence of Verdun.

Day a‘ter day the forts encire-
ling this little city on the Meuse
were drenched with shells, day
after day the Germans threw
themselves in overwhelming num-
bers against the defenders, day
after day ground was “lost or
ground retaken. The drama of Ver-
dun brought almost every other
war activity to a temporary cessa-
tion, all eyes focussed on France's
agony. .

The battles of Verdun opened
Feb. 21, 1916. At that period of the
war the Canadian troops were far
removed from the region, almost
at the other extremity of the allied
line, Their three divisions rauged
from Messines to the neighborhood
of St. E'ol, at' the base of the
Ypres Salient—a locale in which a
month later they were themselves
to have a bitter taste of war.

As to Verdun, Marshal Henri
Philippe Petain, who commanded
the defence almost immediately
folléwing thé opening stages of the
pbattle, had this to say:

-“Nowhere before, on any front,
in any battle, had anything like it
been seen. The Germans aimed to
create a ‘zone o’ death’ within which
no troops could survive. An aval-
anche of steel and iron, of shrap-
nel and poisonous gas shells, fell on
our woods,s ravines, trenches and
shelters,  dastroying everything,
transforming the secbor into a
charnel - field, -defiling the air,
spreading f'ames iuto the heart of
the town, damaging even the brid-
ges and Meus: villages as far as
Genicounrt and Troyon.

“Heavy explosions shook our forts
and wreathed them in smoke. It
would be impossiblz to cescribe an
action of the kind. I believe it has
never been equalled in violenc, and
it concentrated the devastating fire
of more than 2,000,000 shells in the
narrow triangle of land between
Brabant-sur-Meuse, Ornes and Ver-
dun.”

These 2,000,000 shells were dis-
chargcd in the opening bombard-
ment throughout the night of Feb.
21, Tha battles continued without
ceasa throughout the closing weeks
of the winter, the whole of the
spring. and into mid-summer of
1916. They ended onjy when the
battles o: the Somme, begun on
July 1, demanded from the Germans
the transfer of their divisions to
counter the new menace.

Nine weeks after the batile open-
ed the French had lost 6,563 of-
ficers and 270,000 other ranks; the
German losses were nearly equal.
In the 140 days of the verdun
mans'aughter, it has been comput=
ed that more than 1,000,000 men
were killed or wounded, and that
the Germans discharged 21,700,000
shells of all calibres into the area.

Sharing the historic elements in-
corporated in the name of Verdun
ars the names Fort Vaux, Fort
Douamont, Le Mort-Homme, Thiau-
mont and Hill 304.

“They shall not pass,” the poilus
said. Nor did “they.

e b
DIED DURING HYMN

BRIDGNORTH, England — Brit-
ish Legion members, at dinner here,
were singing “Abide with me” when
one of the entertainers, Ernest
Gardiner of Birmingham, suddenly
co'lapsed and dicd.

eed
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“BLESSED EVENTS” WELCOME
IN HALLE

HALLE, Germany, Feb. 20—Eveny
new-born babe in this city will be
presented by the local Nazi welfare
organization with a parcel con-
taining a tiny vest and a little jac-
ket. It is solemnly explained that
“this is not intended as an act of
charity, but as a manifestation of
joy at the advent in the community
of a little stranger, and as a token
of gratitude and honor to the
mother.”

TRIPOLI, Feb. 20—After surviv-
ing two daughters who lived to be
more than years old, Azizl Bent
Otman Natah, an Arab woman who
was credited with being 140 years
old has died near Tripoll.

Although nearly blind she was in
good health until near the end of
her life, and attributed her survival
to attend to her household dut-

fes,

JRENE——

“QUR FATHER IN HEAVEN IS
- NEAR"

As the sunlight pours carelessly
downward,

And the birds their sweet songs I
do hear,

It reminds me of some precious
moment,

When our Father in Heaven is near.

reminds me of peace and
contentment,

Of sorrow, of joy and of cheer,

Oh no, but.I will always reemmber

That our Father in Heaven is near.

It

Let us think of the poor and the
sick ones

Who are stricken with grief and fear

And we will tell them to always
remember

That their Father in Heaven Iis

near,
~C. B. M.

farm ‘work. Reference required.
Apply B, care Guardian. 4

rett, Kingston.

L,-2028-2-19-31.

MEN WANTED FOR RAWLEIGH
Routes in N. King, 8. Prince
Counties and  Charlottetown.
Write today. Rawleigh Co., Dept.

OYSTERS, CAN SUPPLY A FEW
barrels for immediate delivery.
E. E. Sharbell, Portage, P, E, I,

L1.-2033-2-19-31.

ML-470-SB-B, Montreal, Canada.
N-47-2-81.

To Let

FOR SALE — AUCTION FORTY-
Five, Bridge and Whist Score
Cards. Guardian Central - Job
Printery.

TO LET — FURNISHED ROOMS,

ground floor. Apply Guardian.
1,-3002-2-21-31.

Wanted

HOUSE TO BET—38 POWNAL ST.
Also 6 molasses puncheons for
sale. 87 Pownal Street.

1,-2082-2-20-31.
L

WANTED TO RENT SMALL
. Piano. Please state price. Apply
A. B, C. care Guardian. .

% L-3004-2-21-31,

Lost

TURNIPS WANTED — TAKING

LOST — SMALL BRIEF CASE,

turnips daily, Lower Water Street,
near Wellington McNeil's s‘ables,

zippar sy e. Finder please-leave paying tof marizet rices.
at C. N. R. Hotel and receive re- (Signed) H.pC. Smﬁl‘l\\'cod. e
war? 1-3010-2-21-11. L2007,

b




