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“The Strongest Memory is Weaker Than
the Weakest Ink.”

And Sales Tax

Dr. Lattimer'y report on Taxation in Prince
Edward lsland, which was tabled in the Legis-
to the serious atten-
jon of the members, has already been favorably

are crammed with valuable facts and figures. It
is only when the report gets away from facts
and figures that the compiler finds himself on
questionable ground.
the reference on page 53 to sales taxes, which
would seem to have
purpose other than of imparting unbiased in-

An instance of this

inserted for some

The sales tax is what is known as a re-
gressive tax; that is to say, it takes a larger
percentage of low incomes than of high ones, in
~ontradistinction to progressive taxes—such as
personal income and succession  duties—which
take a larger percentage of high incomes than
of low ones. The sales tax is levied on all com-
modities not specifically exempted, and the rate
It is relatively simple to collect
because the taxpayer doesn’t know, or forgets,
But it is really the most
burdensome of all taxes on the poor, and many
countries refuse to resort to such an expedient
of raising money except under dire necessity.

Dr. Lattimer, however, does not appear to
“A sales tax,” he says, ‘i
based on the principle of benefits received. This
This tax is the only tax
that will reach some people. This is particular-
Iy true of the spendthrift. These are the peo-
ple that it is impossible to reach by any other
thethod than a sales tax. Spirits and tobacco
have both come into this category and have and
do contribute much to public revenue in certain

that he is paying it

is a good principle.

it is traced out, ddes . mot make it a desirable
component in a tax system. Its indirect costs
are high, Its rating on considerations of equity
and efficiency must, therefore, be low. In par-
ticular circumstances it may well appear to be
the least of several evils. The Commission ap-
preciates the full stremgth ~of the argument
against the tax and hopes that its general recom-
mendations are of such a character as to remove
any demand, for its imposition except by the
Dominion.”

Alas, the Sirois Commission recommenda-
tions have been thrown overboard, and it is
precisely the opposite direction in which we
seem to be heading now.

The Best Regulation

‘A Federal order-in-council has givey City
Councils legal power to give priority to essen-
tial buildings and to stop or delay non-essential q
construction,

The order, says an exchange, is a well-
intentioned attempt to abandon long range con-
"trol of building operations and to place re-
sponsibility on local authorities. It may be
doubted, however, whether it will do anythinz'
worth while to improve housing conditions in
this community.

Building shortage is a matter of labor and
materials and prices. If price ceilings are too
low, materials flow to the high-price United
States market. If wages are not high enough,
men are not attracted to the woods and supply
lags. The best regulation would be one which
would terminate all regulations and let nature
take its course.

~EDITORIAL NOJTES~

The ground-hog proved a good prophet
this year. '
* X * X
The development of trade between here
and Newfoundland, and between here and the
Magdalens goes on apace.
* * *
The approval of the “loan to Britain” was
a foregone conclusion. As the Finance Min-
ister Ilsley well said it is in no sense an act of
charity but an investment in future trade in
which Canada will‘ share full benefit.
*x ® X

Joseph Ramah, English inventor and
mechanician, died this date 1814; invented the
hydraulic press, locks, and the first machine
for printing bank notes and other securities and
bonds.

» » L *

Train delays Thursday were due to two un-
usual happenings on the mainland—(1) the
special conveying our new Governor-General
and his party to Ottawa, his train spending
Wednesday night on the tracks to prevent them
experiencing “the rocky road” to Ottawa dur-
ing what should be their sleeping hours; and

There is no need to confine sales taxes | (2) a brides’ train with some 900 women and
Recently the list subject to|children which was given right of way over
sales tax has heen widely extended. There is | ordinary traffic.

no “reason why it should not be extended still

further particularly on and

If it extended only to “luxury articles
and amusements,”
would be plausible. But such is not the case.
Why, then, this special pleading on behalf of
Perhaps Premier Jones let the
cat out of the bag when he stated, in discus-

argument

* Kk ok

A big natural increase of population has
its disadvantages. The rate of infant mortal-
ity in Quebec is “higher than that of the rest
of Canada combined,” it is stated in a report
issued by the Quebec section of the Health
League of Canada. The report recommended
establishment of a maternity centre at Miseri-
corde Hospital, Quebec City, under expert sup-

sion on the Lstimates, that the Provinces were |ervision, “as a means of combatting certain

seéking at the Ottawa Conference to obtain

private maternity institutions which are inade-

wider powers with regard to sales tax imiposi- | quately organized and supervised.”
*  * *

Then, presumably, we shall have’ double
sales taxes on all kinds of commodities as well
as liquor and tobacco; for there is no evidence
that the Dominion Government has any inten-
tion of quitting this profitabla field.

Final tabulations of the election votes for
seals in Argentina’s congress showed president-
elect Juan Peron will have the largest majority
of any president of the republic—109 of 158

a|seats in the Chamber of Deputies and at least 26

much more exhaustive study of the taxation|of the 30 Senate seats. The opposition’s 49

structure than it was possible for Dr. Lattimer

deputies will be less than the one-third needed

and his associates to make, comes to a quite [to uphold any possible presidential veto. TFor

dif ferent conclusion It finds

the first time in 40 years, no Socialist candi-

that in the lower income groups the 8 per cent|date won a seat in either house.
* ok

sales tax “may be estimated as taking from

* %

3 1-2 per cent to 5 I-2 per cent of income, de-| - No single aspect of the new British budget

pending on the distribution of consumption.”

is more significant than the  provision for re-

That is a pretty big slice to take out of a poor |peal of the excess profits tax. With wartime

man's wage' on the off-chance of at
what Dr. Lattimer calls “the spendthrift.” The
percentage would, of course,
smaller in the higher income brackets, not to

much

justificaticn for the virtual confiscation of all
corporate earaings over and above the accepted
basic minimum gone, even Mr. Attlee’s Labor
Government has had to pay homage to the in-

. mention the fact that the average low-income|centive principle of free enterprise.
* ok ok N

family is larger and actually consumes more

*

and pays more sales tax on food and other nec- Mr. Pouliot, M.P, complained the other

essities than their better-off neighbors. This has

day that Hansard had quoted him as having

been adjusted to some extent by family allow- |said, speaking of Colonel Bovey: “The maf
ances; but the sales tax was ih existemoe long|who makes molasses peaches.”” “I did not say
before family allowances, and it is the prin-|that,” Mr. Pouliot declared. “I said that he

ciple of the thing that Dr. Lattimer professes to

The Sirois Commission report goes

was always making molasses speeches—sticky
speeches for his own benefit.” Now that this

to|question has been settled, Parliament must be

tax | breathing easier.
in the pub- WA

under discussion
lic hearings. There is a strong case for the pro-
gressive elimination of this tax, partly because
4t is a tax on costs, partly because (except in
“ithe case of very low incomes) it is regressive,
partly because, if social insurance

premiums

“I believe in a system of universal military
training,” Liedt.-General Guy G. Simonds said
the other day in Toronto, “‘because, s I' say,
it is the most democtatic of all measures to
provide the necessary defénce for a country,

income  groups,|if and when it ever again has to face the ‘ordeal

“ gre collected ‘from very low
those. who pay the prethiums can hardly be ex-
pected to pay ‘the sales tax as well, The sales
. ax is ‘open to the further objection that the tax
" is pyramided because, if it is collected from
manufacturer, each subsequent dealer in
€0

the
the

recognize the principle that with equal rights
must be shared equal responsibilities, and that
when the nation is engaged in'a life-and-death
Istruggle the whole effort of the nation must

modity. taxed calculates “his profit on. the|be put into the pool zor.vic‘t'ory."
* & !

¢h. he pays—a price which includes
The effect is that the tax, which col
Goveriment a given percentage
nitfacturer’s price;

“ The average family in ' Quebec has 2.82
children compared with an average of 2.35 for
the whole Dominion, ‘it. was reported in a re-
turn tabled in the Commons recently for J.
L. Gauthier (L.-Nipissing). The return, com-|§
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A Japanese volcano, now in erup-
n, can be heard 20 miles away,
doubtless reminding’ the natives of
Tojo in his better days. —Edmonton.
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AN APPEAL TO P. E. L WOMEN
8ir,—How many women of Prince

have seen oOr
an article by Mat-

3

“There is a garden in
where roses and white lill
wrote Thomas Campion more than
three centuries ago. The poet must | gg
. |have meant to write “on her head”
his prophetic vision of
this Spring’s new hats, —St. Louis

S| Tk Sl
oad| In sight of help demied from day
oA eyt 8

,ntm:indwlnto

; th
t seeths difficult for any Can-
to el

ad!
filled table every day, to visualize
such a hideous picture. None of

a
animal. Yet we either

i ek, e . 2l
e of drea need, viz., to allow

ourselves to be ration well infol
flour and wheat produc
We send missionaries to foreign
reach Christian ideals,
et we refuse to back th
ome by a -little practical Christ-
ianity, such as doing” with one less
slice of bread, cake or pastry.
Just now, when grave decisions
are being made
hington, as to the advisability
of rationing bread and wheat,
voluntary gesture from the women
of Canada might

Beans have played their part in
the development of Canada and
beans . still are beans. In the old
beans and pork were
main items of the menus in many
a logging camp. Out of these camps
in the Spring came large numbers
of men each fit as a fiddle and as
hard as nails. In these days when
there are fcod scarcities it might
be well to try again a more lib-
eral use of beans in the dizt, If

Our dead shall not retum % w
Da; Night  af

e goldier's may still be
place of early nb
house, formerly- owned by
d who was sent hela)
Bri Government in 1760,
1y after the Island
Fren to

jects
If is amusing to note that after

Shall they thrust for
ments as of old?

Shall we only threatem apd be
angry for ax hour?

of W'heélnghe storm is ended shall we
be| How sortl;ri and how swiftly they

By the favor and cont!

denouncing me for
there werz no “jobless” in Princ
Edward

torial of March 30 deals

ting farm help and concludes with
“Most farmers claim
that the situation is worse today
than during the war years.” What
has the leader of the Opposition
to say about that? In the Patriot
of March 29 we find a report of
a brief, presented to Prime Minis-

inet at &he Canadian Federation

en from
vey it and sub-
into counties and town-
times gone t‘;iv Holland’s

id
pirates, and part of Cap
treasur?r at least was sald

them up in a variety of ways they
would take the place to a consider-
able extent of other foods to which
we have hecome addicted and which
may be ‘1 short suoply. —Fort Wil-
liam Times-Journal.

ter the American revolu-
tion in 1786 and settled on Warren
With 8

him a came
t Mutch, who lived with h
year. rds
wnsmt.he !grefg,ther !l)al
ar )
Lo s live at East River, Lot 48.

am
and with him, and
Mile

Two of England’s‘dukes have si-
multanecusly announced their en-
gagements, The Duke of Rutland,
who is 26, will marry 2l-year-old
Miss Anne Cumming Bell, of York-
shire. They met at a ball last year,
Miss Bell was at school when war
broke out and, after working at the
War Office, joined a nursing ser=-
vice. The Duke of Rutland served
during_the wars
Grenadier Guards. His home is at
historic Belvoir Castle, Grantham.
He succeeded his father in
The 10th Duke of Northumberland,
31, is to marry 2l-year-old dy
Montagu-Douglas-Scott

Bread rationing does not mean

and wildcats were very numer
and many e

means substituting.
voluntarily accepted a second bread | of
rationing in order to ship_ more
wheat to France.
ple are allowed only one

recommendations,
recommendation reads:
ery possible effort be made to.im-
prove the extremely critical farmy
abour short: What has
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mi]
his name, but they have long since

B other of the early ploneers
was Surveyor Fox, has
to poste

Again, on April 2,
dian’s _leading editorial

about ti})? This is an urg.| efect that “Dr. Grant’s speech is

of| caid to be highly unfavourable in
Ojtawa, that he ls sharply criti-
condemned not only by

Island not only to
voluntarily ration their famil in
bread and wheat products but
use their influence in every soclety
and organization to which they be-
s crisis will be over in four
Rationing may

settled about a mile from

ploneers who settled
were /Amel;lca.n

elder daughter of the Duke
Duchess of Buccleuch and Queens-
bury, and a niece of the Duchess
of Gloucester, —London Daily Mail,

the Conservatives but
erals and the C.C.F. as well and
that he played traltor to a certain
Maritime block.” these

tions I want to say now that the
editor of the Guardian el
‘misinformed or that he deliber-
ately manufactured alse
port. . The facts are: I adjourned
the debate at 6:00 p.m. after M.
G had spoken skn;l, theref:

ho
was the McNeil

or five months.
seem an insignificant step but
help to save humanity, even

The small but ever present mi-
is continually seek-
ing to undermine the friendy rela-
ng between English and

er,
took farms at New
are still occupled

tlt;se' year 1818 Wm.
England

n, Wi
by some of their

I am, Sir, etc,
ADPLE PALMER HEMMING

province was dealt another
when residents of Sherbrooke vent
to the polls to elect a new mayor
and chose Alderman Bryant.
the past half century, an unwrit-
ten agreement has existed in Sher-
brooke, whereby alternate two-year
termis were given to. English

DR. GRANT & UNEMPLOYMENT

8ir,—I notice in the Charlotte-
town papers that the Provincial
leader of the Opposition and the
editor of ‘Current Comments” have
ganged up to criticize my refer-
ence to unemployment in my re-
marks in the House of Commons.
I am not blaming the leader of
the Opposition because we
know his political views and his
faith in‘his party often leads him
the wrong direction.
no milk-and-water man
and I hope he can at least say the
same about me. But it is just as
well for all concerned to make up
their mindsat once that the man-
ager of the Patriot is out to 'de-
feat the present Liberal adminis-
tration and some of the Federal
Island Members. He did not have

his b
fore he began lo criticize it, tak
ing as his text a Tory press re-
I would say to him that it

find out the extent
of his own popularity h d
offer himself for nomination at
opportunity and after
that he might have a iittle more
respect for public men.
. Now, 8ir, I have always
optimist and I never thoug
anything could be gained by growl-
ing continuously about hard
besides, there is no need of it when
Liberal Governments are in pow-
. Let Premier Jones and other
Liberals, if they will, take repeat-
ed insults from the Patriot with-
out protesting but I do not intend
to do so regardless of the
Indeed, it makes little
difference to me as I have never

y
either of the Charlottetown pap-
ers since the days of
lamented Mr. Reuben MacDonald.
If ever a man,turned over in his
grave it would be Mr, MacDonald
he could only read
Let me here point
out, that the City of Ottawa has
Liberal paper within
limits, yet the Capital returns two

‘epea

sald also that the late President
Roosevelt won at least two of his
greatest victorles when almost the
entire press g‘rm the United States

Replying in the House of Com-
mons to the Conservative
for Queens who claimed thatthere
was no provision in the Budget for
the “jobless,” I sald and Al
maintain that the only “jobless”
in®our Province are some return-
ed soldiers and the:
out-of-work benefits
patriation, not starving as
were under Tory rule. I wish also
to point out that my. Charlotte-

confused with reconstructio:
nr:habunntlon. mentioning g the name
H

when I rose to speak and I got as
much applause during my remarks
as any member who spoke in the
ar and more ap-
plause than 959/, of them and this | oen

McLi P
plause came from all sides of the
House except from the Tories: be-

ores of mes:
ulations from th
Liberals and from every member
whom I happened to meet since
then except Mr. McLure; and to
sum up, it is quite apparent that
nd his Island Tory supports

In" conclusion, I may point out
that in recie:t lgleam it been

least to get men to
wharves for which large sums of
money have been voted and
many cases the money was revert-
ed Treasury after all my

the Bsti:

:oﬂ“.‘ ..nunc lﬁa
for ruptuse.

htsman on
e several vessels for
A4

agreement, howevewp is &ot
ing and the electorate could have and af
as easily elected the French-Canad- North Point a‘?d Ch&
French majority
Bryant, thereby signifying its will-
ingness to ccmtinue the agreement
—Quebec Chronicle-Telegraph.

sages of congrab We have a Complete Line<All

Another early ploneer

. He ‘Ibegan
1 Dow’t Delay &4 Results Guerantood,
e streels o in- COME p
be discussed by Edin- : ™ MYW
burgh Accldent Preventicn Council, by
The plan devised by a member of
the council Mr, L. Gordon Sande-

on Websm‘;:ucreek v#nd

?lG WORM POWDEN

s 0
Sae

the town council the abolition
trams in favor of buses, the re-
moval of all electric standards from
the centre of streets and the pave-
ments, the removal of all street is-
lands, the proper marking and il-
lumination by night of pedestrian
the erection of railings
alongside the pavements of narrow
streets and at all street corners on
main streets, the replacement of all
wood and rubber blocks by granite
blocks, the education of school chil-
dren to walk rather than run across
the streets, and .of pedestrians to
walk on the left side instead of,
as at present, on the right side of
pavements. —Edinburgh Scotsman.
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140 Great George Siresd
ANl Mall Orders Given Prompd
Attention,

et men to work in the
order to get lumber for.
tion of Thy

$30,000, and sever:

whether we can get
k wages are so high
in private building,

ork for the Government
jobs, Moreover, the
farmers all over the Province are
help on their farms,

Professional Cards

Japan is reported making its first
movie in which Japanese
kiss. To many Americans acclimat-
ed to the faddout clinch this news
will come as a surprise. But it's
true. Except for the few who have
learned to imitate Occidentals, Ja-
panese have not known the custom
of expressing affection by kissing,
And therc are other peoples also
who have their own way of dning
or not doimg commonplace things

m .
f, tell the mighty Charles R. McQuaid
Barrister, Solieltor,
the country (where

are off $2.00
d board for planting)
and work for a change, th

ing to increase productio
for the starving thildren

Eastern Trust - Bullding,
Charlof

i

GAUDET & HASZARD
Barristers, Solicitors, Notaries, Me.
MONEY TO LOAN
& WALTHEN GAUDER LLA.
Uanadian Bank of Commerce Bidg.
Charlottetown, P, B L
NEIL w. HIGGINS
Chartered Accountant

144 Richmond St./
Charlottetown

take for nranted. Some don't shake

Others are embarrassed if condemned. Perhaps

te.,
, V. GRANT, M.D. A
rd th “traitor” to

Member for Kings, P.E. L
Ottawa, April 8, 1946.

. Grant’s high opinion of his
(Dr. Grant's hig! p‘ubtshed

seen eating, Still others must never
look at their mothers-in-law — or-
igin, no doubt, of that particularly
overworked breed of humor,,

timely world lesson here: If peo-
nles emd nations can differ so great-
ly in homely customs, should we
be discouraged if everyone does not
at once grasp such intangible con-
cepts as. democracy, progress
commromise, and tolerance of min-
orities? But back to cinema oscula-
tion. We've tust walked along movie

—————————————————
DR: GRANT'S BPM
- onclusions have we
8ir,—Thre, concl o

ubording
1t provided another
alibi for ignoring our lack of
ployment . opportunities here,
cept ‘as hewers of wqod 8 d dra
ers of water. This was

rant :sdt,o P.E L
mz:ﬁceotuﬂn
tagu

brought up the subiect. The Tokvo
movie . neople never cshould have
ot started c~ this celluloid kiss-
ing business. They didn't have to.
—Christian Science Monitor,

\
se skyscraping tropical cite
fes you learn that the Latin-Ameri-
can siesta makes sense, Francls X.
Martinez writes in Holiday. I had
planned a busy schedule in Bo-
gota, Despite: the lazy feeling that
steals over ‘all new arrivals, I de-
terminedly raced to and from
pointments, as if I
At siesta time, when the streets
were stilled and all of Latin Am-
erita had retired for the three-
hour middle-of-the-day rest, I bus-
fed myself with paper work,
the evenings there was entertain-
ment by friendly Colombians, “Slow
up,” they urged, “Don’t s!

much, Cut down on
Don’t you know
faster at this al
ow time for your system to make
adjustments.” On the sixth da
hlp%ened. I was about to 8
A ca kn b

stage.

his wife (who '8
better than ' anyo
right when she ‘sald
were the best parb

him.,
‘w. are, Sir, ‘elc.
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ummenrsid

of war, . . . I think in a democracy we must|gy

me some advl\cle.t ]):1 h.ﬁ’;: tcmns
er over for"the ne

bed. “I have had much. e

fence with visitors,” hc.




