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Vanishing Food Contracts

Under the above heading the Globe and'
Mail refutes the chaim advanced at Ottgwa that
Britain’s lack of dollars is exclusively to blame
for our vanishing food contracts with the ©ld
Country. The plain fact, it says, is that Cancda
has not delivered the goods and this it at-
tributes to the existence of “a one-crop mind in
the Federal Government, and especially in the
Department of Agriculture.” )

This has resulted in emphasis on grain, to
the detriment of diversified farming. The pepal-
ty is pointed up in the newly signed international
wheat agreement which puts Canada and other
adhering nations on an export quota. For this
Dominion it .means a reduction of four million
acres in lond sown to wheat, according to Wia-
nipeg wheat experts. Last year Canada had
23,045,000 acres in wheat. So the reduction is
more than one-sixth. In effect, one wheat farmer
out of every six must turn to something else.

His cbvious solution would be in cattle, pigs,
dairy and poultry. Britain has been and is the
natural market for these products, and she sign-
ed contracts for them in good faith with Can-
ada. The contracts were only partly fuifilied,
because of the manipulation of grain subsidies
being paid to formers. Many found it easier and
more profitable to sell their grain than to feed
it to hogs. Now Denmark and Poland are getting
@ bacon market Canadians should have mdintain-

The irony is that the subsidy policy nulli-
fied the very thing it was advertised to do, and
the very thing farmers were actually accomplish-
ing. In 1943 and 1944 this country shipped to
Britain 675 million and 695 million pounds of
bacon, respectively. In those two years Western
Canadian farmers got a cash income of ' $152
million annually from hogs afone.

In 1943 the Government set up a subsidy to
zive growers of coarse grains the benefit from
igher prices when their products were shipped
to the United States. Under a revised system in
March, 1947, it paid 25 cents a bushel subsidy
on barley and 10 cents on oats.

Bacon contracts with Britain began to shrink
in 1945, falling first to 450 million pounds a
year, then to 250 million, 195 million and finally
160 million. Even these contracts were not ful-
filed. On beef the story was similar. In 1947
Canada contracted to send Britain a minimum
of 60 million and up to 120 milliop pounds and
actually sent 50 million. Last year's contract
was scaled- down. to 45 million. Our cheese and
egg contracts also have dropped, though not
so sharply.

These figures indicate that Britain's dollar
lack was not the only reason for our vanishing
food contracts. In fact, the United States agreed
to give Britain $12 million to buy Canadian
bacon in the last quarter of 1948, and cancelled
it when Canada did not produce the bacon.

During the prewar and war years Canadian
farmers showed they could produce the type of
bacon Britain wanted. But the record indicates
that Agriculture Minister Gardiner still is not
convinced that the West can grow hogs. Doubt-
less Canada could not expect to keep the Brit-
ish market ot wartime levels, but she could
have kept at least half of it and maintained a
prosperous, more diversified forming industry for
the prairies. With hogs to feed and sell, a four-
mitlion acre reduction in wheat lands would not
i De nearly so seriously felt.

The B. C. Election

The announcement of dissolution and an el-
ection in British Columbia on June 16 reveals
that the dispute which has arisen between
the two parties in thqy Codlition over the meth-
ods of nominating candidates has been ironed
out and the Government forces of Liberals and
Progressive Conservatives — a union  consum-
;mated in 1941—will again appeal to the people
on a united front. The Progressive’ Conservative
leader, Hon. Herbert Anscomb, who holds the
portfolio of Minister of Finance, has stated that
he wishes to continue the existing arrangement
and his views, it is expected, will be confirmed
at a party conference shortly.

In the 48-member Legislature just dissolved
the Coalition Government held 36 seats, of which
the Liberal representation totalled 21 and the
Progressive Conservatives, 15. The C.C.F. parly
under the ieadership of Mr. Harold Winch form-
ed the official Opposition, having 11 members,
ond there was one Independent,

Under_the arrangements now being worked
out in detail it appears that sitting members
of both Coolition parties; in proctically all cases,
will be renominated. Ridings now held by the
. C.CFF. will be open to competition between ' Lib-
.ol and Conservative. aspirdnts at joint conven-
1 tions. By this means the Codlition will remain
intact and will try to mf:'ko inroi:‘d: |°ia'l:;o C.?.F.
ground to compensate for poss es else-
where. Nothing in the political situation suggests
hat the Coalition Government is in serious don-
r. i £
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Teacher’s Convention.
* - L ]

It is cloimed 80 per cent of the Libéral
M.P/s favour an ea
thirds of Quebec Liberals before the
recess decided the t.ime. was ripe now.

*

Intimations that sitting members of the
[ House of Comvmons will not stand for re-noming-
tion not unusually indicates that there is a
political job in store for them.

* * W

Ireland is not only quitting the Common-
wealth, but the Commonwealth’s longuage as
weli. It will take a long time to substitute Gaelic
for English — bilingualism will have to be tried
first,

R

Prince Edward Islonders have olways felt
that they lived in the centre of the worid, but
never until the air navigational courses in Sum-
merside was our nearness to London, San Fram:
cisco, Toronto and the Arctic so vividly realized.

- \

* L]

Mr. George Drew’s Newfoundland visit must
be something of an event to the New Province.
Elections on party lines have been unknown there
since the Commission government was establisir
ed in 1933.

- * L]

. The deadline for filing Income Tax returns
is just nine days away, for many the last such
deadline they will have to meet, unless wars or
rumours of wars or state paternalism bring bock
warstime tax rates.

L]
_ Civilization brings®its drawbacks as well as
its benefits. The auto produces fatal monoxide
as well as speed, and industrial centres are ac-
countable for poisonous smog as well ‘as prosper-
ity. The devil always hovers near angelic pro-
gressive undertakings.

*

* *

Prime Minister St. Laurent can hardly be
expected to be in two places at once, campaign-
ing for a general election and attending the
Conference of Commonwealth Prime Ministers,
but he seems to have made a choice = which
politicians today regard more favoumbl, than
may historians of the future.

The social committee of the U. N. Assembly
has voted to “encourage the freest possible
movement of foreign correspondents” in report-
ing international news. Leon Molrand of Canada
opposed a Polish amendment which would have
excepted correspondents comnected with Nozi-
Fascist organizations, or persons known for their
slanderous statements regarding the -people of
any of the contracting states to whose territory
they wish to proceed. Such an amendment would
certainly have nullified the effect of original

motion.
- -

. Egg prices on April 14 this year and prev-
ious years, The prices quoted below are Grade
A Large. At Montreal, Vancouver and Toronto
the prices are those ot which graded 'shipments
are selling to wholesalers. At other points quo-
tations are prices to shippers, for ungraded eggs.
1949 1948 1947

. »

Montreel ....... 47 45 36-36%
Toronto 4 43-43% 35
Winnipeg 38 38 32
Yancouver . 40 365 31
Edmonton ...... 37 38 32
Regina ...... .. 36-37 38 32
Charlottetown. . . 37 37%-38  30-32
L ] »* *

. Adolf Hitler born this date 1889, He. start-
ed life as a housepainter in Austria, and suc-
ceeded in painting the European continent red
with blood before he died by his own hond on
May 1, 1945, In a written announcement Grand
Admiral Donitz said Hitler had died in Berlin
after oppointing him os his successor. The fol-
lowing day hostilities ceased in Italy, nearly a
million Germans surrendered unconditionally to
Field Marshal Sir Harold Alexander (now Gov-
ernor General of Canada), a large part of Aus-
tria being included in the capitulation. Later
Field Marshal Montgomery reported thut all
enemy forces in Holland, north west Germany,
and Denmark had surrendered; on 7th. the new
German foreign minister broodcast the uncondi-
tional surrender of ol German fighting troops.

* * *

In Ottawa and Ontario generally there is
a brief attempt to develop bilingualism for elec-
tion purposes. Among the PC members, Mr. John
Hackett, who sits for Stanstead in - Quebec’s
Eastern Townships, can moke a speech in French
without notes, Mr. Don Fleming and Mr. David
Fulton have both worked hard af their French
and speak with a good accent, but tend to look
blank’ when conversation gets ot al lively. Mr.
George Drew is toking French lessons, but so
far has ventured only one sentence in the House
of Commons. If any other PC member con say
more than “Bong joor, monsoor,” hé's been hid-
ing his'light under a bushel. However, ‘they say
they foosen up in their hours of relaxation. “Weé
get along fine on social occasions,” one of them
explained to' @ writer in  MacLean's, "after a

couple of drinks our boys can speak more
French, and ine can speok more Eng-
lish, thon they thought' they could.”

¥ L

Dominion leaders arrived in London re
day for the . Prime Minister's conference which
is to consider India’s views on future Common-

election, and that two-
Easter

PUBLIC' FORUM

This column is open to the
discussion by 'correspondents’
of questions of interest. The
Guardian dées not necessar-
ily endorse the opiniom of
correspondentsa. : i

TROUT FISHING REGULATIONS

— /.
Sir,—It seems strange that dis-
crimination should be used concern-
ing our fishing laws. While many
were arrested violating one section
of the Fish and Game Act a-cer-
tain sergeant of the R. C. M. P, was
reportedly violating another part
of said Act, namely catching . a
“Rainbow Trout” before July 1st.
Surely a man with the exalted
rank of Sergeant of R, C. M..P,
should . know better than to' keep
a Rainbow Trout caught out of sea-
son and if not be made pay thg
consequences the same as a com-
mon citizen. I think it would be
well for the above mentioned ser-
geant to familiarize himself with
the: Fish and Game Act of this
Province,
I am, Sir, etc.
READER.
Summerside, P. E, 1.

RURAL TEACHERS PROBLEMS

Sir—A timely article entitled
“Little Red Sweatshop” appears in
the current issue of MacLean's
Magazine, From thig article I quote
two interesting paragraphs:
“In the last 30 years the

hanl

WITH CHILOREN'S FARM INCOME ($500 OR LESS)
DEDUCTABLE FROM FARMER'S TAXABLE INCOME..
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have failed to keep pace with the
society they serve. Teaching as a
profession has become unattractive.
Salaries, living and working con-
ditions of teachers, school buildings
and equipment are all much as they
were decades ago. The schools, and
education, suffer.

“Who {is suffering most? The
children in the rural areas. Equal-
ity of opportunity in education
simply doesn’t exist. Rural children
are taught by- teachers who are
paid only $1,207 (1947 national aver-
age) while city children are taught
by teachers paid an average qf $2-
120. The rural teacher is a trafsient
who changes schools every two]
years or less -(against a 10-year

SIGNS OF SPRING

near
8ince horned larks and crows are
here;

There, just ahead of you he'll rum,
Until, arising, just in fun,

Will fly on undulating wing,
‘With wavy motion, then he'll sing.
Sometimes he sits right on the

ground,
Eyes bright and ear-tufts—is he
d?

average tenure for city teachers)
and gets his experience at the ex-

and $2100 t

He shd be since - he faces

pense of country children.” “weather,” .
It might be well for rural par-|To build his nest—grass, horsehair,
ents and rural teachers to ask the feather,
why of some things. For instance \
why the $1200 teachers for country | —S: D m‘l‘f dl"lexma:x in Regina
hers for city schools? ader Post.

Why are there supplementary
teachers to help backward pupils
in town schiools, but no such help
in the country? We ¢ould go on
in our comparisons but would it get
us anywhere? However, just a brief
look into a country set-up might do
no harm,

Here we see pupils ranging from
grades one to ten. ,
Let us think briefly of
grades. -

Firstly grade one. Compare ‘the
time a city teacher has to put on
her grade one, with . the brief
snatches of time a country teacher
can give her class and then “Pity
the poor little country chlidren.”
Secondly grade five. Let us think of
a country teacher trying to drill
the fundamentals of fractions into
her grade five pupils. It is quite a
task—it requires a lot of ‘steady”
time; perhaps nine other grades
are waiting for. attention. Small
wonder many country adults can-
not work the simplest fractions.
Here again “Pity the poor country
children.” '
Thirdly grade ten. But surely
with all the subjects they have to
handle we need not go into details
just “Pity the poor tountry pupils.”
One more thing might be noted
if necessary to arouse pity, namely
country toilets. Is there no system
can be arranged ' by the powers
that be, so that country children
will not endanger their lives by
visiting -the aforesaid places?
Perhaps one-might say well give
some suggestions, Mine would be,
first 1 tary teach for

three

(]
country schools as well as for city
schools. Most country districts
have several former ‘teachers:with-
in their boundaries, Secondly.
Whereas the conditions of - many
country school toilets is deplorable
it should be important as a safe-
guard: to disease etc., that some
strict system of supervision be in-
itlated.
In one of our neighboring prov-
inces, I understand that teachers
have the authority, for supervision;
and that their rank as a teacher is
considerably lowered, if they allow
unsanitary conditions to exist with-
out reporting to the trustees,
Perhaps some of those topics will
come up for discussion at our pre-
sent teachers' convention. Let us
hope; so!

r, ete.

I am, S
VOICE FROM THE COUNTRY.
East Rt}yalty. A

FISHING OFF PEL

Sir,—~We must admit that we are
very backward in our cod fishing
on P. E, I. In the nearby province
of N. B, they have modernized their
fishing method to an extent that
makes our way of fishing quite ob-
solete, If we do not modernize on
pefhaps a smaller scale, we will
find 'ourselves sooner or later out
of the fishing business altogether.
Below is an article from The En-
sign_of November 13,

speaks for itself.

i It sounds u:’.m mqu mmd it
wi
had accustorned mnmc to. E

lods which varied "
living and lean Wﬁm ‘of

*1948, which 3

I am, Sir, e
DOUCETTE. |1

Rusticoville.. b el

CARAQUET N, B Covoperation
is. the inawer. t6/how New Brusc:
wick north ‘shore’ French-Canadian
fishermen are making from $200 to
$500 a week.

15~ | the men’s success is the introduc-

The men weren't satisfied with their
wages or shares, the companies
were not happy about their sup-
plies and selling prices for the fish
and the provincial government was
perturbed about the rising semi-un-
employment and mounting protests.
For years the wiseacres had cried
that any form of trawler would
drive the ordinary man from the
waters, despoil the banks and ruin
prices. And many had believed
them. But finally in 1947 the com-
panies, the men and the govern-
ment had got together.
The New Brunswick Fisherman's
Loan Board, which operates under
the Department of Industry and
Reconstruction, put H. J. Robi-
chaud, director of the fisheries
division to work on the scheme with
promi h ial hacki for
individual crews. Ramifications of
the plan were wide and embodied
i five experi draggers
in New Brunswick yards at Richi-
bucto and Caraquet, organization of
crews and the hiring of an expert
instructor ‘who had ' fished: out of
Portland, Maine, on these vessels.
After early “shakedown” cruises
and last  winter's battle against
slumping prices and thg weather,
both ' successfully overcome, the
fleet had a profitable summer and
are confident of a good winter, The
first ships have been added ' to with
others bullt in Nova Scotja yards
and ‘the Bay of Fundy on' the op-
posite side of the province has been
invaded,
Hand and long line fishermen
are swelling the ranks of the drag-
germen and their families and those
who' want to stay ashore are em-
ployed in processing plants. The
government talks guardedly of “a
new million-dollar industry.”
“Here's how it was done,

Begun without fanfare because of
long-standi from the
loans were

fishermen themselves,
advanced, boats built to foreign
specifications 'and - captains and
crews signed on'a share basis.
Things couldn’t be much worse so
they 'took a‘ chance.

Increased volume. swelled the
take when prices slumped from two
to three cents a pound on world
markets,  Each boat finds it not
uncommon to" land upwards of 50,-
000 pounds of fish at the end of a
trip made short * by the 10-knot
speed of the dragger. While far at
sea the catch is lce;l to prevent

thods o A

pollag g and
hauling in the huge nets and feing
the catch are almost mechanical and
down to a fine sclence.

Earliest basis of comparison
showed that even with green crews
two five-man boats landed over
twice as much fish as would have

And now I know the Spring is

The former in his springtime
gown, .

You'll see on road-trails south of
town,

5
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.0ld _ Charlottetown
(And P, E L)

e
COUNCILLORS' ALLOWANCE

From the Journal of th
Assembly, Feb. 15, 1848:e o
On a resolution to consider the
expediency of providing, for, such
members of ‘the Legislative Council
as reside twenty miles and upwards
from Charlottetown, payment for
their expenses in attending the ses-
sions of the Legislature, such allow-
ance to be ascertained by vote or
resolution of that body in session,
and not to exceed the sum of thirty
pounds for each such member at
each session, besides travelling ex-
penses at the rate of elght-pence
per mile in coming and returning:
Mr. Whelan moved, in amend-
;x;nta.fh;t all the words after “Re-
ve e struck out, an -
loymg substituted: TR the
“That it is inexpedient to adopt
any measure contemplating pay-
ment to Legislative Councillors, in-
asmuch as the principle has never
been advocated or recognized “by
the members of the Legislative
Council themselves, as it would en-
tail an injudicious expenditure of
the public money, and no proxi-
mate, or perhaps remote advantage
result from it, and as the measure
has never yet been asked for, by
an¥hpor}t{lon of the people.”
- The House divide
tion .of amendment:d o' the mo,
a Yetla;: b]lVKr. Whelan,
onald, Mr. Fraser, Mr. Moone: Y
Mr, LeLacheur, Mr, Jardine, M¥.
Macintosh, Mr, Clark,
Nays: Mr. H, Macdonald, Mr. J.
Longworth, Mr, D, Maclean, Mr. N.
Conroy, Mr, Haviland, Mr, Palmer,
Mr. J. H. Conroy, Mr. F. Long:
:«;%rth, Mr. Montgomery, Mr. Thorn.
So it passed in the negative.
question of concurrencezbe!nn; i:i
on the resolution, it was carried
on the same division,
The bill i» accordance with the
resolution was passed three days
later, but narrowly escaped being
glven a three months' hoist. The
House divided equally on the delay-
ing motion, which was defeated on

the casting vote of Mr. Speaker.
it ST ST

Mr. D, Mac-
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The Lord taketh my part with
them that help me, therefore shall
I see my desire upon them that-
hate me.

The Irish Republic '

—

(Exchange)

On Easter Monday the country
known ds Eire officlally becomes
the Republic of Ireland. And co-
lncidental with the assumption of
this new status it ceases to have
any connection with the British
Crown  and, furthermore, steps
outside of the Ccmmonwealth and
Empire,

At last session of Fire's Dall
E}retcnnl I;r Dublin, the govern.
ment ' o emier Costello al-
ed the BExternal Relations Acx:p;ro-
mulgated by the predecessor ad-
ministration of Mr, De Valers,
This statute placed internal ' af-
fairs of Eire under a presidency
while external affairs’ remained
under' His Majesty the King, The
Republic of Ireland Act, which
beoom:‘:’ 'g:un formally
—on ‘annivers of the
Dublin revolution —, 3.:. the

last . link’ between  Britain
Southern Ireland, i
The 8ix Countles of Northern

Ireland, or Ulst
iz h ﬂmdow.hw-

the position

ave continued to
by | since the "mlon of North and
South, And two months ago

the peopls of Ulster revealed
desire to maintain thely tr'mm
by
an
general election, the s
overnment of Prime Minister
whily . Sou :
‘the lb"' Repubhc are
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been

them will have to pay. — Oshaw:
Times-Gazette, - £

Oneé of the Iatest indications that
the world is entering a buyer's
ket § Mol tapds

s in the
inventory of the London Zoo, It
shows that deflation, or as the Lon-
don Economist prefers, disinflation,
has caught up with the humble
toad. Last .year, with the world
still firmly in the grip of high
prices, the zoo placed an inventory
valuation of six-pence on each
member of its toad collection, In
the current inventory,” the price
has tumbled to threepence. — Win-
nipeg Free Press,

Word that an all-water transpor-
tation service between Montreal and
Vancouver /will start around the end
of April i{s welcome news in this
port. Up until the end of 1940 Ihlﬂl
traveling via Panama Cangl brought
us a wide varlety of goods from the
East and carried our lumber and
canned salmon back with them. But
the war brought the canal traffic
to a standstill. Now it is proposed
to inaugurate a monthly service be-
tween here and Montreal with ves-
sels of Canadian registry. . The ap-
proximate transit time will be 28
days. If the canal trade can be de-
veloped to a healthy, competitive
traffic Vancouver will benefit tre-
mendously, — Vancouver Province.

passed or is in process of enact-
ment,

Strangely, one of the dominant
figures in the public life of Eire
is not to participate in any of the
celebrations marking the advent
of the RepubMc- of Ireland today.
That man is the former Prime
Minister, Mr.. Eamon de Valera. He
has declded to boycott the hail-
ing in of the new State, although
he will lay a’ wreath on the graves
of his late comrades who particip-
ated' with him in the Paster re-
bellion' in 1016,

In this Dominion, which has al-
ways had strong ties with Ireland,
We belleve the' majority of Can-
adians will endorse the sentiment:
expressed in  Victorla, B.C, the
other day by their Prime Minis-
ter, ‘the Right Hon. Louls 8t.
Laurent, “of regret that Eire has
Common-
, but that “all Canadians,
especially those of Irish descent,
would hope for continued close and
friendly relations between the two
countries.”

we have been hearing lately about
the people there, mighty few of

/ L] L3 %
Newfoundlanders begin to pay in-  Toughness of character is n
come tax on July 1. But from what | veloped in & hothouse, Stamea’,

the product of test and endurance
Fallure s not a disaster, but a chal,
lenge. “Life has its rigors as we)
ag {ts relaxations,”; Our young peo
ple should be"allowed: to'face tria
and_disappointment, ‘not': withou
the assurance of ':their “parents
sympathy and experience behing
them, of course, but as part of
their training. The youth probley
would then not be so large, — Nel.
son’ News,

A sclentist has looked ahead, fy
the way sclentists will, and con
cluded that a superman is on th,
way, This paragon of all virtue
isn't just around the. corner, how
ever, He not appear for* 10,
000 to 1,000,000 years, in the scien
tist's estimation. The encourage
ment the learned man draws fro,
this prospect Will not be shar
generally. A worM of supermen—
or at least a race of supermen—
might very well mean the end of
clvilization, - People are at thejr bes(
when they're just plain humay
beings. When they stop being that
it's time to duck. — Windsor Star,

Diseases and drugs occupy much
of our thought in the unending
struggle for health, But a layman
may be forgiven if now and then
he speculates on what added mea.
sure of health might be awarded
to clvilized and urbanized man if
he were able to experience such na.
tural healing agents as  sufficlen|
rest, health-giving, unspoiled foods,
proper exercise and entertalnment,
emotional poise and mental relaxa.
tion, These are not to be found fx.
any pharmacopoeia yet they may.
have indispensable values in thi
scheme of human health, — Lon

'don Free Press. »

The Ottawa Journal speaks of
the brown water of the Sprin

floods as the “blood of the goo

earth.” The slow bleeding of the
land is more noticeable as the snow
melts and takes the fine soil witk’
it than at any other time of th(
year, The comparison of the fine
grained topsoil to blood is an api
one. The water washes away th(
soluble pldht food, and the fine pan-
ticles which sustain ‘the capillary:
action that carrles water to the
surface in dry periods, When ero«
sion goes to the limit, nothing %
left but particles of grit, with ne
nourishment in them. The slow:
hemorrhage of the life-blood of the
land has been going on for years,
— Cornwall Standard-Freeholder,
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