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Mr Bracken’s Suggestion

[here seems no good reason why the King,
Governmient should not follow the suggestion ol !
Hon, [ohm Bracken, the new Progressive L,un-}

servative leader, and appuint under secretaries
to relieve the ministers. of the Crown from thel
increased responsibilities which they have to!
carry in wartime. Mr, King himself at oue)
time was believed to be considering the adop-
tion of this system, but that was long ago. The
need for it in wartime is obvious. As Mr.
Bracken points out, it should not be necessary
to delegate responsible government to wartime
burcaucrats, If the ministers of the Crown are
so busy with their ordinary duties that they
have no adequate time to deal properly with war
problems, it is surely preferable to relieve them
by having under secretaries, as in Great Bri-
ain, rather than dclegate their powers to newly
appointed civil servants who are not answerable
to Parliament.

Mr. Bracken holds that it is the duty of every
Canadian to sce that the supremacy of Parlia-
ment is not denied and that it be re-establish:d
at the earliest possible time. e believes that
democracy can advance and meet the pressure of
a new world without sacrificing the funda-
mentals of the democratic way of life. He will
doubtless have much to say on this subject in
the course of his new duties as Opposition leader.
It is significant that his first public utterance
since assuming lcadership is in the nature of a
constructive suggestion for remedying a situa-
tion at Ottawa that is developing into a real dan-
ger to our democratic system.

Price Regulations

Any move towards simplifying war time
regulations is to be welcomed, This is doubtless
the purpose of new price regulations which are
to come into effect next month, under which
retail ceiling prices for each type of food will be
standardized in each community according to
the type of store.

This, it is believed, will establish an easier
method of determining what the top legal price is
for any article. At present, each store has a dif-
ferent set of legal prices—ordinarily, the high-
est price that particular store charged for each
article last March. Under the new plan, stores
will be grouped as ‘“independents,” “chain
stores,” and ‘‘supermarkets.” Each store in the
same class, in the same community, ‘will have
the same ceiling prices. Maximum prices will
be highest for independent stores, next highest
In chain stores and lowest in supermarkets, in
recognition of the differences in cost of oper-
ating. However, any store can charge less than
the ceiling price and can meet or undercut its
eompetition as it chooses.

When Canada’s general price ceiling went
hito effect, the Government established a com-
modity prices stabilization corporation to
bandle the administration of subsidies to meet
eost increases outside the control of manufac-
turers or importers. Recently, it will be recalled,
the Government established subsidies on coffee,
taa and milk with a view to, preventing any in-
erease in the official cost-of-living index. It is
too early yet to judge of the success of these
Measures, but it is interesting to note that in
the United States the Government is reported
%o have abandoned the idea of using subsidies
generally to hold down the cost of food. In-
stead, it is suggested, increases in ceiling prices
would be permitted to wipe out inequities that
may arise and such as now confront millers
whose ceiling price on flour was pegged at $1.22

wheat whereas the price now is $1.32 a bushel, ;

They have a director of economic stabilization
at Washington by whom the whole question of
subsidies is being considered. According to a
Washington report, the drawback with subsi-
dies is their excessive cost. This is not the view
taken by the Canadian Government as ex-
ressed recently by Finahce Minister Ilsley, hut
it just goes to show that there is wide difference
of opinion as to the ways and means of making
price regulations effective,

The Legion And Politics

As everyone knows, the Canadian Legion is
& non-partisan organization of war veterans.
An interesting editorial in the current issue of

The Legionary, official organ of the Legion,
discusses the question whether or not the Legion |
should change its long-standing policy and enter!
the political field, This, it seems, is the view

held by many of The Legionary’s corresp’m-l
dents, with which, however, it disagrees. In

summing up the arguments against adopting

such a course, The Legionary does a service ot |
only to members of its own organization but to

the reading public generally. H

First, as The Legionary points out, to engage
in active politics it would be necessary for the !
Legion to form a Party, or become an append-
age of a Party. It could not confine itself to
expressing its policy only on the war effort,'
pensions  rehabilitation and  kindred matters;
the country would demand to know wherc it
stood on such contentious issues as finance and

putes and strikes, bonuses on agricultural pro-
ducts, and a host of other items which are de-
bated hotly at every session of Parliament, ;

From the Legionary's ohservation of the poli-
tical scene, there has been nothing to.support the
belief that the rank and file of soldier-Liberals,
soldier-Conservatives and soldier-C. C. F.ers
would, in sufficient numbers, drop their Old
Party affiliations to make the election of a con-
siderable number of Soldier Party candidates
possible, In Parliament, since the last war, there
have been frequent attacks by one soldier-mem-
ber upon another. If the members in a Soldiers’
Party disagreed on, for example, the tariff ques-
tion, a second Soldiers’ Party would - probably
follow, formed by men holding different views;

fand it is quite likely that eventually there would

be three veteran groups, one supporting each of
existing Old Party, and each fighting the other.
Far from achieving unity, a move to make the
Legion a political force would in all probability
split it wide open, and before long it would
cease to exist as a united veterans’ organization.

Moreover, as a political force the Legion would
attract the wrong men to leadership—men who,
mostly for selfish reasons, would want to climh
on the Legion’s shoulders to power. As The

i Legionary expresses it, “we should get the talk-

ers, not the doers; the glib-tongued, not the
sincere.”

In conclusion it advises “Let’s keep what we
have” Every war veteran, it says, probably
feels that the present management of the coun-
try could be considerably improved. The snag
is that—with the notable cxceptions of a great-
ly increased fighting force overseas, a more gen-
erously administered pension act and a number
of allied issues on which there is complete un-
animity—what one veteran believes would be a
better way of improving the management does
not fit in with another veteran’s idea. “And
that would be where the brawl would begin.”
These are words of wisdom.,

=EDITORIAL NOIES -
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Have you concluded your Christmas shopping?
Only today and tomorrow left,

* ok kX

Oh, to be in Russia with two month’s such
weather!

* ok k%

Horsemen should have an innings, or outing,
Christmas Day.

* ok ok x

This will be the last opportunity for mailing
letters and cards for pre-Christmas delivery lo-
cally.

* ok ok %

In these zero days let us realize potatocs will
freeze at 30 degrees fahrenheit, but if stored at
temperatures above 40 degrees they will sprout.

L™

Happy people! In Topeka, the Community
Christmas Tree Committee decided not to ercet
the annual tree for the city's underprivileged chil-
dren because there were practically no under-
privileged children.

* * * -

H.RH. Albert, Prince Consort of Queen Vic-
toria, interred amidst great display of national
mourning this date 1861 ; he married the Queen
in 1840, and died of typhoid at Windsor greatly
mourned by the people throughout the IEmpire
who had learned to appreciate his elevated char-
acter and beneficent influence; his last conscious
words: “I have such sweet thoughts.”

* % ¥ %

“My daughter,” writes Mr. William Holt, the
author, “said to me. ‘The first thing I shall do
when I get home on leave is look- at my clothes.
I want to see myself in blue, You get tired
of always wearing the same colour’.” Yes. At-
ter this war the men will see that the women who
have stood by them, even at the guns, will have
their prospects opened up. Blue? Why
such women shall be dressed in all the colours of
the rainbow! And why shouldn’t they? What-
ever changes may take place otherwise, women
will always be vain of their attractions, and, men
eager to adorn them.

ok ox x %

The morale of a people at war, says Maurice
Edelman, is based on its interpretation of ex-
perience. Victories don’t necessarily create good
morale; the Germans proved that in the last
war, Nor, by themselves, do plentiful rations;
the French in. 1940 were an example of how
bad ‘morale can flourish in comfort. On the
other hand, reverses like Dunkirk, or Kharkov,
or hardships like last year’s air raids on Britain
and the looting of the Ukraine can fortify
morale, The ultimate question before victory or
collapse is, “Is the war worth while?” When
the people answers “Nol” the next stage is sur-
render, as in Compiegne in 1918 and 1940
When the answer is “Yes!” you have London
and Moscow, 1941. The object of German pro-
paganda is to interpret the whole of their cur-
rent experience — the battlefield and factory,
rations and heating, the death-rate and birth-
rate, suffering and satisfaction, profit and sacri-
fices—so that each German can say, “Whatever
our burdens now the war is worth fighting...”
The old sleeping fears of Germany will only
awaken through a doubt into panic when hunger
and a second front become fact.

. % %

Expressing herself as being satisfied at the
organization of a new Conservative Women’s
Committee to work in conjunction with the Do-
minion Conservative Association, Mrs, J. Leslie
Hodges, president of the Notre Dame de Grace
Women's Conservative Association and honor-
ary organizing secrctary of the new committee
said in an interview that the plan now was to
organize provincial associations where they do
not exist. (Only four provinces have Provincial
Women’s Organizations.) This committee, which
was formed rather than a separate National wo-
men's organization has as its head a president
who will be a vice-president on the men's com-
mittee. The executive shall also consist of a re-
presentative from each province (two from the
Province of Quebec, one Inglish and one
French), . Mrs, Hugh MacKay, of Rothesay,
N.B., was named president of the newly organ-
ized committee, and Mrs, J. Leslie Hodges, re-
presenting Quebec, honorary organizing chair-
man. Two other provinces have also nominat-
ed representatives. Nova Scotia, in ‘the person
of Mrs. W. R. Lowndes and British Columisia,

economics, taxation and tariffs, industrial dis- in Mrs. A, S. Dennis,
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NOTES BY THE WAY

“Hitler,” remarks an exchange,
is .unn.ng ouc of patience, gas wnd
alrica, 1respectively,” Ana if 1t
weren't for tne snuw on the frozen
steppes o1 Russla, you couldn't see
him for dust.—Sudpbury Daily Star

they have vn.y enough wheat tas
year for their own needs. Germany
has not enough wneat this year for
its ¢wn needs. Doubtless there will
be “col.aboration” in this matter,

—Pelerborough Examiner,

{inanc ally before the war, but there
has been a great change. During the

government had a surplus of $4,600,- |
000 and was able to advance $6,100.- |

and Americans must be big spend~
ers. —Niagara Falls Review,

Keep the home fires burning and
the fires from burning the home.—
Kitchener Record. .

In the canteen of a Glasgow of-
fice there is always a lot of talk a-
bout focd among the members of
the staff, The other day one of the
company spoke nostagically of
bloaters, which he fondly imagined
to be unobtainable in these parts.
Whereupon his  neighbor at the
tab'e ment'cned the existence of a
fish-curing factory down the iiver
where bloaters were cured every
week, and offered to get some
samples. A half-dozen were therefore
ordered delivered, and taken home.
The fame of the bloater has now so
increased that the wretched good
natured man who offered to precure
a mere half-dozen comes up to town
once a week with orders which weigh
him down, and has earned for his
morning train the title of the Bloat-
er Exp:ess. —Glasgow Herald.

Shops In Central and West Lon-
don have come into their own again,
The decline of London as a shop-
ping centre had begun before the
war owing to the spread of chaln‘
stores into the suburbs Evacuation,
air raids, and traffic difficulties '
empt'ed the London shopping st:eets
still further The lowest point, it
seems, wag reached in August, 1941,
Now the Board of Trade Journal,
discussing the latest statistics of re-

The Hungarians announce that is

and then neitiier will have enough.'

Newfoundland was down and out| OPPOsing the view of the authority

first four months of this year the n,wers ate to be tested. It i reporte

000 as a temporary loan to Great: doubt whether there are very many |
| Britain without interest. Canwdimu! people who klx.leti'] sfwh a :g'lvltrou:{-

Constitutional
Question

(Fortnightly Law Journal)

We note that there is to be a ref-
!erence to the Supreme Court of
| Canada of questions to decld
! right of , de?ecaﬂon of legislative
| power to controllers, We are always
suspiclous of these references. There

much too an unity for
, loading the dice where the author-
| ity propounding the questions is vite

ally interested in obtaining the ans-
wer its way. But we are more sus-
' pleious of this reference than ever

ause in this case there is no real
way of obtni.nln% representation
from anybody really interested in

propounding the questions, This
| suspicion is heightened by the choice
| of the particular controller whose

ed that the controller in question is
the controller of chemicals. - We

existed, let alone who are vitally
interested in the exercise of his
powers. His sphere of action dies
not come near the man in_the
street. We wonder why the choice
did not fall on some really contro-
versial dictatorship like the Rent
Controller. At least we do not really (
wonder, we know why. The answer
is too obvious, Too many Decﬂ:
would be really interested in see!
the powers of that. bureaucracy re-
stricted to constitutional limits and
besides that there is in that case a
real conflict of powers between the
Dominion and the Provinces involv-
ed. The fpmperty owner who is so
vitally aflected not only by rent
contxol but also by the inexcusable
interference with contractual rights
involved in the wrrovisions as_ to
termination of leases and so on, has !
organized for his own protection
and so has the means at hand to
obtain represéentation on the hear-
ing of any such reference, and it is
falrly obvious that such
tion Is not only not desired, bu

in fact made as far as possible im-
practical under the form this refer-
ence takes In other words this ref-
erence looks very much like an at-
tempt to apply that well known in-
strument, the - whitewash brush,
through the medium of the Courts.
We suspect all references, as we
have said, and this reference mote
than any other. RMW.C.

Use Of Simple Words

(Brantford Expositor)
Reflecting on the problems of
language, and in particular the

tail trading, states that there has
been a great recovery. Month b
month the value of sales in the cap-t
ita’, and to scrme extent in the Lon-|
don suburds, has been relatively |
greater than the average for thel
country  That change, wr'tes the
!Journal, is dve to the return of!
peprlation and the influx of tr:ops‘
on leave and other visitors, More- |
over, the “shonning  exneditien”
Hfrom the suburbs to the West T<“.1d!
has come back into favor —Man-
ches'er Gua:dian.

i —
..One reason why landlords are not
m'clmcd‘t:) rent homes to people
with chi'dren 's that some parents
have “o consideration for the pro-
perty of others and are careless of
the dest uctive habits of their child-
ren. Indeed, some tenan‘s reascn '
Ime house doesn't belong to them
and it is all right for children to|

| destroy it. —Niagara Falls Roy ew. | flagaraticns.

How many Ph. D's have we not
seen who are crammed with facts
and theories but who seally know
nothing because, as Wilde says.
nothing worth knowing can be
(taught ” They are no more edu-
,cated than those industrial sts who
(are wont to air their prejudices un-
der the guise of what they have
]earupd in “the schoo. of experi-
euce," or ‘“the university of na.d
knocxs.“ The truest education per-
haps, is self-knowledge, as Socrates
'pointed out, and the real value of
!qcadmnc eaucat on lies in its abil-
i1ty 1o make the path of self-know-
ledge a lLitte less stony than it
would otherwise be But the path
is open to all, and those who have
never entered a school may go far-
ther on jt than he whose percep-
tions a.e dulled by pride in nis|

- earning. —Peterbor:
ook -g eterborough Ex-
—_— .

Many contributiong reaching this
office, expressing the views of writ-
ers on current topics, are too long
for publication in the available
Space. There fs difficulty in cut
ting them in the office and pre-
serving the argument Presented, and
it is a liberty an editor does not
wish to take, Articles of less than
500 words have a chance for vub-
lication; longer ones very little
Writers make the mistake of cover-

Yy | Record

English language, the Kitchener
recalls some instructions
once given by the editor of a small
town paper to the members of
stafl. 'T'his is what he said:

“In this office we do not com-
mence, we begin, We do not peruse
a book, we read it. We do not pur-
chase, we buy, We have no souven-
irs, we have keepsakes. A spade is

representa- |.
is

Jusriy Famous !

A half pound can of Rosebud
is the friendliest gift you can

give a mom\for. Ch

Rosebud

THE MARITIME SMOKE FOR OVER TWO GENERATIONS |

——

ristmas. ..

that slmgle English is often the
most effective English is sound
enough,

, it should be a “must”

called a spade,
. “In this town we do not reside !
in residences, we live in homss. We
do not retire, we go to bed. We do !
not pass away, we die. We are bur- |
ied in coffins, not caskets. We have
no morticians, We are not all gen-
tlemen, but we are all m:n.  All
women are not ladies, but all women
are women. i

“Our lawyers are not barristers.
Our real estate dealers are not real-
tors. Our plumbers are not sanitary
engineers. No beauticians live here.

“All fires, remember ,are not con-
! All t:stimony is not
evidence. And if any reporter writes
of a body lancding with ‘a . dull,
sickening thud’, he will land on the
sidewalk with a jolt, his hat in one
h&{Xd .and his pay envelope in the
other.”

To some extent that is a case of
exaggeration for effect. There can
be no sensible rule against the us>
of “ten-karat words”, Now and
then they are useful for saving
space or clarifying a thought. But,
in the malin, the editor here quoted
had the right of it. There are ex-
ceptions to most rules, but the idea

A

FROM: LINCOLN

There is a silence abroad in the
and today,

And in the hearts of men, a deep
and anxious silence;

And, because we are still at last.
those bronze lips slowly open,

Those hollow and weary eyes take
on a gleam of light.

Slowly a patient, firm-syllabled voice
outs through the endless sil-

ence,
Like laboring oxen that drag a

ing at length evéry angle to th -
Jject discussed A’ bettey pls.neiiult)o
consider briefly one or two salient
points; others might be considered
at another time. For al] newspapers
Space Is becoming more restricted,
x’md correspondents should keep this
n mind. The space condition ex-
p-ains why many excellent, but too

- —Toronto Globe and Mall,

There are many people who a;
hoping that the lesson ]carn:t.i
through war restrictions will con-
tinue after the struggle is over and
that the net resuit will be the
jadoption of a program in which there
will be less competition for wealth,
for social position and all those evils
that intruded themselves on an age
where simplicity and common sense
were crowded to the wall, in :he
mad scramble for excitement, for
artificlal  entertainment and the
doubtful fame accompanying the
craze to be in the public eye.—
Sarnia Canadian Observer,

By the end of 1942 khaki-col-
ored engines will he running on
British Railways. They are part of
an increase order placed by the War
Ofifce. These engines are describ-
ed as “Austerity” locomotives as all
embellishments have been omitted
and the design has been simplified.
For instance the steel castings of a
comparable engine of ordinary de-
sign would weight 21 tons and in
this utility engine they weigh
tons. —Montreal Star.

After two years of service fIn
Malta, Major Francls Ge:ard, a
British army officer, says: “There
are degrees of courage, and the
rareat and purest form is that of
fort'tude —courage which endures,
which faces terror, discomfort, pain
and losg day after day, week after
week, year after year --courage
{ Which goes on through sleeplessness,
fatigue, disorganization and - hun«
ger.” Malta is the valiant example.
Stratford Beacon-Herald.

j Appearance jn  scme towns as a
resu't of gasoline ratoining, thus
justifving the anclent ery, “Don't
throw it away! It'll come in handy
some day.” —New York Sun.

Lcang, contributions are not publi.sh—l

rude clay-flelds.
“I went forward as the light goes
nis ﬁ{;)rwa.rd in g}rlv spring,
uf ere were also many things
which T left behind.
! “Have you forgotten
0, question them in anguish,
Listen long to their unstirred lips.
From your hostages to silence
Learn there is no life without death,
no dawn without sun-setting,
No vict,m-yl b"ut to him who has giv-
en all.

J —John Gould Fletcher,

==esemsem——m
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“COMPLETE
INSURANCE
SERVICE”

W. K. ROGERS

plough through the chaos of | Trad:

In an
for begﬁmers at the writing game.
The Fowler brothers, editors of the
Oxford English Dictionary, and
authors of “The King's English, put
it this way: “Anyone who wishes to
become a good writer should en-
deavor, before he allows himself to
be tempted by the more showy
qualities, to be direct, simple, brief
and lucid.” How does one do that?
By preferring the familiar word to
the far-fetched; the concrete word

the abstract; the single word to
the round-about phrase; the short
word to the long; the Saxon word to
the Romance (meaning borrowed
from Latin, either dircctly or
through the Italian, French or

slgrmish.)
his homely simplification must
not be overdone to the point of be-
coming either ridiculous or awk-
ward, but as a useful rule of thumb
it could be followed to advantage by
many writers and speakers,
Advertising For
Victory

(Halifax Chronicle)
Addressing a meeting of the As-
sociation of Canadian Advertisers
recently, the director of the In-
ormation Departimnent of the War-
time Prices and Trade Board
stressed the urgency of the need
for the elimination of “everythin
except the irreducible minimum o
goods and services needed to main-
tain health and efficlency, so that
the m um of combative ef-
fort and effectiveness can hbe
achieved.” is does not mean
to imply that advertising has not
an essential part to Ylay in war-
time as in times of peace, the
speaker continued, What it does
involve is a change of emphasis.
People must be encouraged to con-
serve rather than to engage in

ess

"

fective use of available
That the Wartime Prices and

seeks, on the contrary, to obtain

o g D
CHRISTMAS
GIFT
i GuIDE

Here are gift suggestions
_mnged to make easy the
rxlut on of your gift prob-
em,

GIVE HER

Ashes of Roses—Christmas
Gift Boxes,

Evening in Paris — Christ-
mas Gift Boxes,

"a,\zlalluble p:rishable goqd or oth-

recently published in the “Retail- !
ers’ Bulletin,” which is the official
organ of the Board, suggesting that
the promotion of sales through the
use of advertising media is a legiti=
mate and, indeed, essential func-
tion of commerce, providing gov-
ernment regulations are consist-
ently followed.

Certain phases of advertising, it
is acknowledged, are indispensable
to the effici nt conduct of hrcia
ness transactions. For instance,
the government itself, thrcugh u:e
form of public advertisemens,
makes known its regulations and
explains their purport. In this
way, too, shoppers are informed
of the availability of goods and
unfounded rumors regarding al-
leged shortages contradicted. In
this fashion tendencies towards
hoarding and panic buying are
corrected.

The “Retailers’ Bulletin” funther
oints out the need for advertis-
ng to guide buvers anickly to

- &}

er goods in plentiful supplv.’ 1t
is an invaluable agent, also, in
“interpreting priority or simp.i.el
practice rulings by giving reasons
for rationing, limitations of sup-
ply, reduced deliveries, or other
curtailments of service.” Thore s
no objection, it is explained, to
merchants advertising ccmpara-
tive prices in order to move per-
1shable, out-of-season, or broken
stocks offered at specially attrac-
tive prices. so long as the general
object of discouraging exiravage
ance or hoarding is kept constant~
ly in view,

PUBLIC ORDER COMMENDED

LONDON —(CP— Home Secret
ary Morrison told Parliament he
thought cond'tions of public order
we.e a great tribute to the British
peop’'e and that the Increase in
blackout cases did not justify an
increase in street lighting.

E & CHARLOTTETOWN]

144 Richmond St.

E R. Brow & Scn

Fire, Aato, Life, Accident, Sickness
and Plate Glass Insurance
at Lowest Rate

Agent at Summerside, Lloyd Lewis

Charlottetown

Perfume, Compacts, etc,
Ya -— %"ﬂlmu. Gift
rdley

Yardley Compacts, Bond St.
.h ‘. Lavender
mhr. th Salts, Sachet,
K me Brush, Comb and
eysto an

.GIVE HIM

Agencies Ltd.
Phone 540-541

Men's Milltary Sets
¢ Electrie Rasors,
¢ Woodbury, Palm-
te and Williams
assortment of Pipes,
Tobucess, " Peuchies, * Cliry,
Cigarettes and Moirs Choc-

olates.,
Come In and select your
Gift.

THE TWO MACS

4‘_=
I

TRy

Raw

FOR

a2

N

Purchased and handled on consignment basis. Daily
shipments for private sales. Immediate returns.
ing and Cleaning Plant now in operation.

Used fox wire in excellent condition, Cedar Posts,
Used Lumber, Fox Houses.

G. R MacQUARRIE

Summerside

Furs

Pelt-

.
[

SALE |




