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{ A JOY TURNED T0 GELOOM
A e B e ;

.- A country, any more than a man, lives not unto it-
self alone. Its actions and the course it pursues af-
fect favourably or adversely the course and policy of
other countries with which it comes in contact or with
which it is related.- This has been supremely mani-
fested in the development of the British Empire. The
inter-relationship of the different parts shas been of
vital importance, and just as the feeling swayed to-
wards or away from the Mother Country, so the ba-
rometer of the Empire rose and fell.

In its yesterday's issue the Patriot endeavours to
niake out that the leading people in the Mother Coun-
try preferred the naval policy of Sir Wilfrid Laurier
to'that of Sir Rabert Borden. Our contemporary is
woefully or wilfully mistaken on this point.

The Borden Naval Policy brought out a remark-
able outburst of joy, gratitude and hope from the
centre of the British Empire and made the enemies
and rivals of Britain conscious that they had to rec-
kon with all the British Dominions @d not with the
British Islands alove. When the Senate“.made its}
great refusal the news was a message of gloom and
disappointment to the Mother Country while Germa-
ny was filled with exultation. ~Personal expressions
of appreciation and praise were publicly made by Mr.
H. H. Asquith, Farl Grey, Lord Lansdowne, Mr.
Ralfour, Earl Roberts, Earl Brassey, Admiral Lord
Charles Beresford, Admiral Sir Edmund Freemantle,
Mr. Herbert Samuel, Mr. J. A. Pease, Dr. MacNa-
mara, Mr. W. H. Long, Mr. A. Lyttleton, Sir I, I\
Smith, Mr. R. Yerburgh, M. Arthur Lee and Mr. T.
1. O’Connor. “Tay Pay” who is a Radical stalwart
and Home Ruler declared: -

“The ¢eieral sénse of relief at the end of
continental tension was followed by a new and
even greater soutrce of English contentment in the
announcement of Canada’s present of Dread-
noughty to the British fleet. The first impression
avas almost stupefaction at . the great  size
of Canada’s offer. and the papers of all opinions
welcomed this proposal as a striking demonstra-
& tion to the friends, AND EVEN MORE TO
;I‘IIE FOTES, bf ‘Britain of the solidarity and re-’
sources of the British Empire.”

Some of the views of the press, both Liberal and
Conservative, onsthe Borden policy, may be given m
contradiction of the Patriot’s ill-founded claims:

¥The Londen Times said :—-

i “The gift of three Dreadnoughts, striking and

significant as it would he at any time, will carry

A yet greater significance in this moment of grave

international strain. The world has not yet un-

¢ersteeg what the British Empire meaus but it 1s

bcginning to understand today that as a weight in

the scales for peace its power and influence ar:

unparalleled.”

;'Anqthcr great Lnglish paper, the London Stan-
dard said :—

~ “If the Canadian Parliament accepts, as no

doubt it will, Mr. Borden’s propositions, we shall
¢nter uporr, a new. era of -hope and sccurity and
fan face the perils of the futurc with the confi-
denge, horn of the knowledge that it is not the is-
land. kingdom, but the world Empire with which
the adversaries.or assailants of Britain will have
to reckom.” <

()tllcr"zicknowlcdgmcnts of .the British and Em-
pire Press include” these :—

London Advértiser »v

“It is a great example to sct to the rest of the
Empire.” ‘y
London Graphic :— -

“A thrill of pride will run through the veins
of every Englishman as he reads this morning
Mr. Borden’s speech announcing the determina-
tion of his Government to ask Canada to give
three fully equipped Super-Dreadnoughts to the
Mother Country.” .

London Express :—

“Thus strepgthened we are invincible.”

Londdn Daily 'Newd:—

“Three Dreadnoughts voluntarily provided by
a Dominion are worth more to the Empire and
the fleet than the same ships provided by the Bri-
tish taxpayer. . . ., . They! prove in; the
most practical 'way. “{ . . that the base on

‘awhich.our naval strength.is foundéd is not merely
sinsular but Impegial” . .
- Pall Mall-Gazette :— !

“We acknowledge with a full heatt the splefi-
dor of the token of love and loyalty contained in
Mr. Borgdén’s proposals.”

Londor News :—

“In all the history of the Empire there is no
brighter page than that which is written in the
story of Canada’s loyalty and devotion . . .
Mr. Barden’s scheme is the best that could have
been devised far the meeting of the perils that
confront ‘us.” i

* “Lonflot ‘Outlook :— R 4

“Tagee “Super-Drc dnoush3~ig !

nselves ay-

-

Charlottetown Guardian

fect” the “international balance-of power-on the
- Waters. _But they .arg still more important as an
expression of thé défermination of the younger
members of the Erpire that, let the, cost be what
it may, the supremacy of Great Britain as a sea
power shall be maintained against any odds.”

Glasgow Herald :— 4

“Canada’s splendid and unconditional offer of
threc Dreadnotights t6 the “British Navy has
made;a-profound ‘impfession throughout the Em-
pire. we might say throughout ‘thé world.”

London Wirld :— ;

“The effective power of the Empire has re-

- ceived ‘an addition” not only of seven ‘million
‘pounds ‘but of seven million ‘people.”

‘Hundreds of these qudtaﬁons‘ might be given not
only from the press of Great Britain but of Austra-
lia, New Zealand and South Africa, but these should
suffice. Surely in face of this our contemporary will
not further maintain that Sir Wilfrid was right and
iSir Robert ‘wrong, for if it does it means that it be-
lieves that Sir 'Wilfrid is a better interpreter of Bri-
tish sentiment and British néeds than all the British
statesmen and press of both sidés of politics.

)o(
COMPULSORY ATTENDANCE

“Teacher’s” letter in this issue directs dttention
to an’ evil that has always been more or less in evi-
dence, namely, irregularity -in school attendance. It
goes without saying that regularity of attendance is
a prime factor in the success and usefulness of a
school, that without such there can be no general
success.  The evil of course falls primarily upon
rhose children who, through the fault of their par-
ents, 1)cgfcct to attend school, and, ‘secondarily, upon
the teacher whose well laid programme is nullified
by such neglect. The province has made ample provi-
sion for the education of all its children and the in-
tenfion of our school legislation-is that all the chil-
dren should share ‘in this provision. Recent reports
of 'school inspectors show that there has been a deci-
ded improvement in average attendance in recent
years, a condition that may doubtless be attributed
to the growing general interest in the schools on the
part of the rate payers., This interest may in turn be
attributed to the increase in the number of inspectors,
the closer watch upon all the schools, the generally
imiproved methods of teaching and the increasing co-
operation of teachers and parents. Yet, notwithstan-
ding the evident improvement, there is still room for
greaer regularity of attendance. » This sccured  the
success of the school is assured.

Attendance is a matter which the téacher can con-
trol to a very large extent. His business includes not
only the education of the children but that of the pa-
rents, where such is needed—and it is certainly need-
ed by those who neglect to send their children to
school. His influence over the parents ought to be
such as to ensure that the children should receive the
full benefit of the school. There are of course incor-
rigible parents as well "as incorrigible children but
they are few and far between. Where they are found
the only remedy is compulsion and the law as it exists
al present provides the means. Section 9o of the
School Act provides that “every person having un-
der his control a child between the ages of eight and
thirteen shall annually send. such  child to
some’ public-school . . . at least twelve wecks
. . .six weeks of which time shall be consecu-
tive; and for every neglect of such duty the party of-
fending shall forfeit to the use of the trustees. .

a sum not exceeding $20.”

Sections 15 and 16 provide th-t if the average at-
tendance falls below fifty per cent of the children of
school age in the diserict the teacher’s salary shall
be proportionately reduced, such reduction in sfry
to be made up by assessment from those “who have, by
neglecting or refusing to send their children to school,
caused the deficieticy in. the aver:ge attendance.” -

“Teacher” complains that there have been, and
still are, many cases where the teacher’s salary is en-
dangered by non-attendance. In these cases the only
rumedy is to inforce the law. We do not see our cor-
respondent’s.point in asking for a compulsory law.
Compulsion is compulsion and any new compulsory
law enacted would be subject to tte same disadvanta-

dians by law to send their children to school for
twelve weeks in the year.

It is possible that the minimum attendance of fif-
ty per cent and the " compulsory attendance for
twelve weeks are both too low. It is certainly a poor
school when the attendance is but little above fifty
per. cent, certainly a poorly educated child who at-
tends school only twelve weeks in the year, and it is
an open question whether or not both requirements
should be raised a little.

We shall gladly publish the views of our teachers
on the subject;, should they care to discuss it, and we
have ‘no doubt that a fair discussion would bring out
some points that would be of advantage to the schools,
the teachers and the ratepayers.

)o(
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withottt warning and the lives of Americans were
lost orjéopardized the Government of the United
States must pronounce the attack such a violation
of law and of the pledges of Prussianism as Presi-
dent Wilson has said would' mean a severance of di-
plomatic relations, 1f Mr. Wilson acts promptly
and breaks 9ff,diplo_matic relations he will almost cer-
tainly be. ‘e- cted. If. Mr. Wilson hesitates and
delays a& Asbrts to more “note.writing” he will ter-
tainly- not hc»re-'electcd. A S o

s N LIl fra /T mv" '

ges as the present, such as compelling parents or guar-

| If the merchant steamship Marina was sunk]|.

SCHOOL ATTENDANCE

Sir,— At the last Teachers’ Con-
vention the question or compulsory
attendance in the schools of the prov-
ince was discussed and a committee
appointed to wait upon the  Govern-
ment to ‘ask that compulsory atten-
dance be enforced. That this is a
step in the right direction, no one
who is familiar with . our  school
system will attempt to deny as ir-
regularity of attendance is the great-
est hindrance to progress in  t
schools of Prince Edward Island, “I
have had an experience of twenty-
four teaching in the ungraded schools
of the province and hence know
whereof I speak. I. have had an op-
portunity of reading the ' annual
School Report from 1877 when the
present school act was passed down
to ‘the present time and in  every
one”of them I find irregularity of
attendance complained of as being
the greatest drawback in our schools
and compulsory attendance advocat-
ed as the remedy, To make a  very
simple comparsion: if there were
not -a law. compelling people to pay
Their debts, how many would pay
them? The same remark holds good
in regard to the attendance of pupils,
for while the conscientous parent
will always endeavor to send his
children to schbol there are unfor-
tunately too many whom no amount
of persuasion wiil cause to' do
their duty in this respect. I could not
in the 1imits of this letter enumerate
all the disadvantages under which
teachers -labor under the present vol-
untary system; suffice it to say
that it leaves the best teachers at
the mercy of careless, indifferent and
in many. cases hostile parents, who
frequently for some imaginary griev-
ance keep their children at home on
purpose to injure the teacher. Were
our school system thoroughly innves-
tigated' by an independent commis-
sion some startling facts would be

| CANADIAN SICK

heladmiralty organized, and able from

WOURDED
HORSES IN FRANCE - |

—\—ﬁ

8ir.— I shall be greatly obliged if |
you will kindly allow me, through
the mediug. of your influential pap-
er, to appeal to the Canadian Public
for immediate  finanecial licip and as
sistance,

At the beginning of hostilities in
August 1914, the Army  Veterinary
Service, with its fully equipped chain
of mobile and base Hospitals, was

the first—to take its part in sue
couring the Sick and Wounaed Brit-
ish and Canadian Horses at the front.
With the ‘growth of the work, how-
ever, the Army Authorities decided
‘to accept the co-operation of the Roy-
al Society for the  Prevention of
Cruelty to Animals, established in the
year 1824.

Already $45,000.00 * have been ex
pended by the Society
in connection with the
Canadian Army Horses Hospitals in

France, and at least another $100.-
000.00 are urgently required. There
is. mo charitable effort now before

the public which is more dese
of support. The R. 8. P..C,
Fund is helping theyArmy Veterinary
Corps to minimise the sufferings of
the horses, and to restore them to
the effective fighting force.

The Royal Society for the Preven-
tion of Cruelty to Animals 'is
the only Society recognizeq
and authorised “by the
Army Council to collect funds for the
provision of comforts for horses in
veterinary hospitals. The expendi-
ture of the money thus collected it
under the. direction of the War N[
fice. Field Marshal Viscount 1
in a message to the Duke of Portian:
Chairman of the Fund, stated that he
had “received most satisfactory re
ports of the work done by the Soc
iety.”

Cheques small  or
gratefully received

great will be
and ackpowledg-

brought to light particularly in re-
gard to the attendance. The evil is
greatest  in the rural schools owing
to the lack of co-operation on the
part of the trustees and ratepayers,
and in many of these schools the
teachers . have the utmost difficulty
in securing the required attendance
of 50 per cent, which enables them
to receive their full salary from the|
Government, while for every pupil
of school age absent - from  school
throughout the year the teacher
loses $2 bonus for attendance and’
should the average attendance fall
below 50 per cent aproportionate: sum
is deducted from the teachers’ salary.
This latter provision is altogether
unjust and unfair to the teacher who
is thereby made to suffer for the ne-
glect and indifference of others, no
matter how faithfully he may have
done his part. True, provision is
made for reimbursing the teacher,
but what teacher wishes to go to law
witH the ratepayers of the district in
which he is teaching? Thus the evil
continues from year to yvear and in
many country districts interest in
school matters has reached the van-
ishing point and in several, inspec-
tors have threatened to have the
schools closed unless a change is
made. A proper compulsory law
would cure those evils -and it shonld
not be heyond the bounds of states-
manship to* frame such a law. The
many important reforms made by tHhe
present Governnment in our school
system are known and admitted by
all. Among these might be enumerat-
ed better-pay for teachers, a uni-
form system of vacation, montily
payment of teachers, school hours of
equal length, winter and summer,
pensions for teachers.in recognition of
services, and many-ether changes eq-
ually benefical. For these the Mathie-
son Government will receive duc cre-
dit from every fair-minded individual. !
The greatest problem, however, re-
mains to be dealt with, viz, irreg-
ularity of attendance. The teachers
are asking for this most necessarv
reform and I venture to say, without
fear of contradiction, that three-four-
ths of the ratepayers are in accord
with them. Let us hope that in the
near future we shall have a proper
compulsory law enacted and enforced
and this most crying evil of our
school system removed.

I am, sir, etc,

“TEACHER.”

B
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‘| kinGg AND COUNTRY NEED YoOU.

Listen, young heroes, your country is
calling,
Time strikes the hour for the brave
and the true,
Now, while the foremost are fighting
and falling,
Fill up the ranks that have opened
for you.
bl i WA

You whom the fathers made free and
defended,
Stain not the scroll that emblazons
their fame:
You whose fair heritage spotléss de-

scended,
children a birth-

Leave not your
right of shamo. §
j Lof R
Stay not for questions while F'reedorh
. stands gasping,
Wait not till Honor lies wrapped in
his pall.
Brief the lips’ meeting be, swift the
hands clasping,
“Off for the wars,” is emough for
them all,

From the hot plains where they per-
ish outnumbered,
Furrowed and ridged by the battle-
field’s plough, - '
Comes the loud summons; too. long
you have
Hear the last

\ngel-trump—Never
n )

or Now.
§ e

V. HOLMES.

-will go to the side able to project the

 total.

k| mania were won by the colossal con-

‘| Allies’ favor, German shops are fov-

ed by
I am Sir, ete..
MONTAGUE FOWLER.
Hon. Secretary,
105 Jermyn Street,
London, S. W.
Englond.

Powers Enter
Armament Race

PARIS, Nov. 7.—The war's final
phase, inaugurated this wecek, is in
the form of the 'most. dramatic arma-
ment race the world has ever known.
Mr. von Stein has announced that
Germany, surprised on the Somme by
the Entente Allies’ superior output,
began at once to increase hugely her
supplies of guns and shells. “Hvery
particle of the country’s energy must
be devoted to the production of muni-
tions,” said Marshal von Hindenburg,
commander-inchief. “I've  come
straight from the Somme,” said ‘Gen.
von Stein. “We must do everything
in our power to surpass the enemy's
gun and shell output. I'm. going to
apply myself to this task.”

Last March the Allies began their
greatest munitions effort  and  this
monthy they are taking up Germany's
workshop challenge. So that the
worldwar ‘in this coming Winter will
be fought principally in isuropean mu-
nitions plants. Victory next Spring

largest and deadliest shell-screens,

That the race already hjas begun is
clear from the absolute famine in
steel for commercial purposes. All
over the world every available ton is

going  fo military and maval pur-
poses. It. isn't permissible
to indicate the stupendous

dimensions of the cffort being ‘made
in France, England, Russia and Italy
in ‘addition to the American output,
but I possess posyivc information
showing a desperaté counter-move by
the Central empires has begun. it
includes withdrawal this week of
17,000 troops from the eastern front
for munitions factories and means
remodeling of the whole army organiz-
ation.

In the summer of 1915 Mackensen's

made a similar munitions effort to
meet the Valhynia menace and effec-
tively carty on the Roumanian cam-

paign. To do this she had to create
new divisions, most of which do not i

represent fresh effectives, but old
itroops gleaned from old divisions.

What is new about them, however,
is the enormous war material where-
with they have been furnished. Every
fresh division represents one hundred
guns' added’ to thp German artillery
The success of both von all
kenhayn and von Mackensen in Rou-

t
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and ithe usual “bad” weather for im i ney and time,
plements and
at hand,

41‘(! they \\(mu‘ing out or rusting out?
Can you afford new to replace them | the
when they should he still-capable of | the

invested in (hem?

Rememberthe Boysin the
Trenches this Christmas

They deserve thé best present you' can afford

Malke it something comfortable and warm. Months
ago we were watching the market for such articles
as would give them pleasure and comfort.

Here are a fuw articles:

1 pr. of Khaki Woolen Gloves 85¢

1 « «“ «“ PBraces vt UG

Good large size Khaki Silk H'dkf.  75c

1-2 dozen Khaki Excelda II’(]k}f, g 75c ‘
' $2.85 for the lot

All regulation colors and styles for $2.85. We will
box the above Xmas goods for you and look after the
mailing. Iere is something warm and comfortable.
Great big Military Sweater Coat, Cardigan Knit, Khaki
Color, all sizes good value at todays price $5.00. Our
price $4.25. st

Here are some feet' warmers. 100 Pairs Heavy
Ribbed Knit Khaki Wool Socks, all sizes 60c pr or 3
prs. for $1.50  Good warm lined Khaki Gloves,Mocha
or Dogskin, $1.00 pr. [ur Lined Mocha Gloves at
$2.25.

8 only Heavy Trench Ilannel Shirts worth 2.25 for
1.75 each. Snug Eay Comiorts, just the thing for the
boys 40c each. Body Belts all wool, all sizes, just the
thing to keep the Boys well 80c each. :

Officers Neck Ties in Kbhaki Silk Regulation, also
in ‘Silk Crochet 50c, 60c and 75c.

I‘ringed Cravats, made either from Eiderdown,
Angora and Mercerised Fibre in Pure Silk, Khaki
Color in regulation style. Prices from $1.00, 1.25,
1.85 to 2.00, We also carry them in a pretty light
fawn. Also a useful line of Pyjamas, good warm
underclothing, ties, wyistiets, gloves, mitts, socks and
all other accesseries suitable for the Boys away from
home. So help the Boys at the Front by helping your-
self. We will mail any, of . the above goods to your
friend, you will have no bother, just drop in and order
the goods and we will do the rest.

35 pairs Soldiers’ Breeches on hand at the old

- prices, these make of breeches are the best made in
Canada. Today’s value $7.50, Paton’s price 5.70.

X [} L]
gun phalanx struck a successful blow
in Galicia. This summer Germany S’ ml
—

ioautumn again time-io economize on machinery, mo-
Save the machinery,
machinery outside is|save time, save money by putting the
How long have you had|binder, the mower, rake, plows, cul-
implements  and machinecy ¢ | tivators, harrows, drills, rollers
flers away in their proper pla for
winter, | Alsp have a place for
" farm tools and put them away
arning you dividends on.the money | cach time when finished using them,
This is a good Farmer's Advocate.

hey are found, 1t

hese

centration of brand new heavy guns.
While the scales in man-power are
tipping more and more heavily in the

erishly engaged in order to fulfil Hin-
denborg’s plan of making good the
shortage of men by a plethora of mu-
nitions. Countless millions of lathes,!
therefore, are waging unseen and .«u-,-]
cret war in every town of belligerent,
Europe. Wi

[ PRENS E  C E

: 5 PUT IT AWAY.

When ' through with an implement,
machine, or small tool, put it away.
‘Rust is a glutton for iron and steel.
Decay costumes more quickly than
most.people realize, and wooden parts
left out unpainted’ and unprotected,
soon disintegrate. (iurclessnoss is
costly—is a time waster, for things
not put where they belong are very
often lost and some hours of needless
“hunting” wasted in search before

r-—

Better see about
h?ving your water
pipes fixed up now
--before the cold
weather comes to
freeze them np.
Fred H. Trainor

Plumbea
80 Grafton St

v,y Rhone 393 _iJ
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of Sackville.

Prices right
for your pocket

e —

For Men, Women. Boys Girls and Children
Heavy Boots

¢

for mud and wet, made by the Wry Standard Boot factory
Solid Leather sold byy Ry

| GOFF BROS.




