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GERMAN ARMY °
- STRONGER THAN WHEN

| WAR STARTED Head of British Ai

————————————

-, LONDON, Dec. 15— The Ger-
man high command is frverishly has-
tening its preparations for some
great. stroke on the Western front.
Despatches today reported vast for-
ces being massed day anq night at
various points along the Franco-Bri-
tish line.

GERMAN AIRMEN CONTINUALLY
OVER BRITISH LINES."

More German aeroplanes than have
been seep in months have heen ag-
gressively seeking to spy out British
positions; batteries, ammunition
dumps and supply stations. Unusual
raiding activity, part of the same ef-
fort to obtain information as to
strength of front positions, developed
all along the line.

THE TEUTONS HAVE EASED OFF
IN ITALIAN CAMPAIGN

A perceptible lessening of Teutonic
pressure on' the Italian front was re-
ported today. It served to confirm
the belief here in London that con-
siderable forces of  Austro-Hungarian
troops had been switched from that
theatre to the west. Great num-
bers of the Emperor (‘,hurles1
troops are reported already there, ha- |

l

sian lines.

ARTILLERY DUEL OF EXTREME
VIOLENCE.

The artillery duel along
French and British fronts today was
attaining a maximum of violence. The
Germans are taking the initiative in'
this combat. i

Berlin's official statements frankly
admit a strong plan of reinforcements
of all Wiest front positions.

BRITISH REPULSE ENEMY AT-
TACK AT VACQUERIE.
LONDON, Dec. 15.—"“A local atiack
by the enemy yesterday afternoon
against our positions north of La
Vacquerie (Cambrai front) was re-
pulsed,” says today's official  com-

munication.
“We carried out-a

both!

successful raid

north of St. Quentin, in which we
captureq prisoners and a machine
gun,
“On the remainder of the front
there is nothing of special inte
to report.”
LONDON TIMES DEMANDS
SEARCHING INQUIRY
LONDON, Dec. 16.— There was
Times this morning prints (-(mspi-

| their

cuously an editorial demanding a
prompt and searching inqury into the|
battle on the southern end of  the
Cambrai salient on Nov. 30, and on
the following days, owing , it says, to
d.isquleting first handed amplifica-
tions of censoreq accounts. These
are said to include charges of blun-
dering and assertions that the British
were_caught unready.

Good Work of Our Airmen.

LLONDON, Dec. 15— The London
great activity in the air on Monday,
especially in the Cambrai region, ac-
cording to the official statement on ae-|
rial operations issued last midnight.

British airplanes dropped bombs on
enemy villages and the Germans
bombed the British lines. Five Ger-
man airplanes were brought down
and three British machines are  mis-
sing. On Tuesday British aviators
dropped bombs on » large railway
junctio, northeast of Pirmasens, in
the Bavarian Palatinate, ahout 100
miles east of Verdun. The statement
reads:— .

“The weather became suitable for
flying on Monday and great activity
in the air took place on both sides.
The enemy’s machines were particu-
1'111‘ active west of Cambrai, making
,repeated attacks on our artillery ma-
chines.  Our airplanes dropped many
bombs and fired many rounds from
machine guns on enemy villa-
ges, hutments and trenches. In the
evening hostile’ machine dropped

bombs in our army areas, but “only
slight damage was done.
“During the day two German air-

planes were brought down.in air fight-
ing and two others were driven down
out of control. As hostile balloon was
brought down an danother German
airplane was shot down by our infan-
try. Three of our machines are mis-
sing.

YAt 11 o'clock Tuesday morning
our machines left their airdromes in
fine weather to bomb certain factories
in Germany. On reaching_ the area
of their objectives the pilots found
their targets obscureq by clouds,, but
seeing a clear gap further northeast
they continued the fight in that direc-
tion anq through a gap in the clouds

they recognized g l.u;,'t' xmlw'\\ june-
of - Pi £ _and
hombs upon The

closing of Hu- gap in the clouds pre-

vented. observation of results. Al-
thought the whole sky was covered by
low clouds during the return journey,
all our pilots succeeded in reaching
their airdromes safely."”

BOSTON CONCRESSMAN FIRES

THE FIRST A

MERICAN SHOT

IN WAR AGAINST AUSTRIA

Italign Army Headquarters in Nor- [
thern haly, Dec. 17.—The first Amer-
jcan shot against Austria was ﬂx'edi
by Representative Tinkham of Bos -

toh oh the lower Piave, when Mr.
Tinkhath pulled a string firing :x’
sending a

large 149 milimetre gun,
ghell hurling across the Piave to the
Austrian, positions at Gonfo.

A huge cloud of black smoke mark-
od the place where the shell burst.
The Itallan batterymen gathered
ound the gun and raised a cheer as
the American Congressman fired.

Washington, Dec. 17.—Reinforce -!
ments  fmom the Russian front for the
Austroderman invaders of Italy aro

P

.

MR. DONALD

still arriving, an official despatch
from Rome today announced. ‘The
German plan of action, however, has
suffered much delay in its develop
ment, information from Austrian
sources revealing that it had  been
planned to reach Bassano eleven days
Four Austro-German divisions

ago. !
were put out of action in recent op
erations between  the Brenta  aund

Piave rivers. s

Italian aviators report that Austro

I(}( 'mans magsing lerge forees near
Jroza aund the enemy feverishly con
l structing  defensive  works  betore

Monte Grappa.

NICHOLSON

g Union Win-the-War Candidate for Queen's -County

CANADIAN AVIATORS
 EXCELLED BY NONE

.

{

TORONTO, Dec. 17—"“We appreci- idual initiative and personal brav billets and in short, make
ate the Canadian pilots because they | ery.” | their life entirely detestable.”
are the finest specimens of manhood “We need |every recruit, and you As to long range bombing, in which
at the front.” In those words did|cannot give us too many.” As in-' the flying service is making great
Lord Montagu, of Beaulieu, head of|stances of Canadian hravery, he cited strides, Lord Montagu declared: “I
the British air service, pay special|the es of two Torento pilots, hope to see the time when we shali
tribute. to the Canadian aviators who | Flight-Lieutenants Hoidge and Cun-/attack the entire German industrial
,have left Canada, before the impire| ningham, of the School of Science | séction known as Waestphalia.” He
(Club in the Cafe Royal. University of Toronto. © | figured that it is only 200 miles from

In a short speech Lord Montagu L.ord Montagu then touched upon a certain point on the western. front
reviewed the great work of the air|the growth of the air service from!and that the attack will easily be!
service and issued a strong call for| 30 or 40 squadrons at the beginning made. “I hope,” he assured his audi-
renewed interest and efforts on the|of the war to its ' present great;ence, “to-make their lives more and
part of the Canadian public on behalf | strength “It has grown by thous - more ‘unconfortable.”

{of aviation. ands and is going o have an increas-

He complimented Toronto for hav-|ing and all poweriul force in this “If we could deliver a  knockout
ing one of the best equipped aero-| war. We are going to have sq many| blow,” he said, “at Essen, it would be
plane factories in the world and de-| aeroplanes,” he continuew, “that we) far b&tter than bombing the munition
clared that General Hoar, who is in| are going-to-¢lear the air of Germans| dumps at the front. Just as we bheat
charge of the Royal Flying Cor| in]and blicd our opponents by driving the Germans at all their tricks of
Canada “has done” wonders.” He was|them from the air, because aercplan-| this war so will we increase our lom.:
hopeful that this factory would soon{es are the eyes of the army. The | range bombing (o a ten-fold force.”
be making machines of a higher type|aoroplane is the ntcessary prefude to In  conclusion Lord Montagu «
and added that it was the nucleus of | attack and to! vietory” Jclared: “Once we get real supremacy
a4 still bigger aeroplane industr) in the air, everything else will tol-
throughout Canada. “The bombing section of the serv.|low and victory will be near.. This

The Royal Flying Corps in Cana- ice,” he said; “has faken other duties|is going to be along and better strug-
da, he said, had done wonders and had and now takes the pluce of the n:a-|gle. Don’t count on an early victory.
surpassed the records of many of the, chine gun of the trenches. They now | but set your teeth,” he urged.
English camps. “You have sent ov-|choot staff officers! drop their con-| : “We must not relax our efforts to
er specially well-trained pilots,” he venient little pills on hangars, carry|win. Our united force will eventual
told the club, “that are full of indiv-jout raids on rail depots, harass [ly overcome every obstacle.”
= . e AN -

GENERALS

LONDON, Dec. 17.—The Times 1his|
morning prints conspicuously an edi-
torial demanding a prompt and search-!

ing investigation into the battle .cn
the southern end of the Central sali-:
ent_on November 30 and on the fol-|
lowing days owing, it =a) to di
quieting first hand amplifications
censored accounts. = These are

to include charges of blundering and;
assertions that the British were |

caught unready.

A perhaps hardly |l()\‘l))1o i
from day to day.,” the Times adds
“and certainly unwise to attempt an!
.authoritative account -of the situa-

li(m as a whole, though we -cannot
snger be satisfied with the fatulous'
estimates, for example, of the Germ-|
an losses in' men and morale which|
have inspired too many of the publish- i
ed messages.” ;
|

=

After asserting that the new line, as!

reconstituted, is securely hele, ’l‘hv"
Times continues: {
)

New Facts to Hand &

“The published. and censored ver-
s'on is being amplified daily by innu-
merable disquieting: first. hand ac-
counts from officers and men )vh()
participated in the actual fighting.

i1t is high time that this mass of par-
tial information should be placed in
its true perspective, hlumlerlng sift-
ed and blame, if anywhere cue, should
take shape in prompt disapproval of
every blunderer.

“The Times forestalls a possible
charge that in its article it is intri-
guing against IMeld Marshal Haig, by
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r Service Pays a High Tribute to Local Airmen
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IN PYJAMAS

of
the
or

1o question whatever
sethack to
11(1\1[1 m

“There 'ig
turning @  témporary
detriment  of his great
plans.”

Buat it Addst “‘His \\'w:nknus.\', ir it
be o weakness, is inveterate (h\'nt!nn]
e who "have served him  long-
some. of them perhaps tco long,
too long without a rest.

to ih

that
advantage

turther
ok

The
the
I, the
strike
\nnmnl:."
ferring to
in this fighting
generals fighting in p3

newspaper
uans clearly t
hrilliant
bacl: unexpectedly at a *
part of .the. line, and
individual deeds of valc
alrbady. 1écorded —.
. anda doe-
stations

Sivs

Ge

tors occupied in  dressing
hey “are all magnificent, but
should nevey have occurred.”

The Christmas
Spirit

But don't you sce that there iz a
Santa Claus! He isn't a man in a lu_l‘
coat, and a reindéer sleigh and ail

that, but he is the Spirit of Christmas,
isn’'t he? They've personified that
and made a -sgaint of him and invented
legends about him—for the children,
but when we're no lenger children and
don’t believe in him, we sun have
that Christmag spirit—and i that
that gives presents and makes us feel
cward one another, and makeg Christ:

mas what iy it—Harvey J. O'Higging

’S!R EDWARD KEMP

1S NOW IN CHARGE

AFFAIRS OVERSEAS

LONDON, Dec. 15.—(Via Reuter's
Ottawa Agency)—Sir Edward Kemp,
teok over the administratien of the
Canadian military forces oversed
At a luncheon giv(‘n by  Sir Geo.
Perley, at the Carleton Hotel tod:
there were present, Lieut. Geén. Sir
Richard Turner, V. C.; Major Gen-
erals Sam Steele, Garnet Hughes and
William Hodging; Brigadier Generals
Meighen, Thacker, MacRae,
and Neill, and Deputy Minister Col-
onel W. Gow, and the heads of the de-
ftments .

Geo. Perley introduced Sir Ed-
ward Kemp, whe made a splendid iui-
‘essfion . by a  businesslike state-
ents i TS

“All realize,” the Minister stated,
“that we are custodiang guarding the
intere: of the Canadian -army for
the Canadian people.”

He then went on to outline his pol-!

SUSPICION

From The Washington Star.
“You suspect the new waiter of be-
ing a German agent?”
“Yes. The other used' to
a lip with polite gratitude.

receive
This

ong acts as if he were collecting an,

indemnity.”

BLEEDING

From the Buffalo Express.
“Would you give your life-blood for
your country?” ]
“Sure!"™ said the man who's
ways in a hurry. “I’ve done so al-
ready. I wag in such a hurry to get
downtown thig morning to buy Liber-
ty Bonds that I cut myself shaving.

s s

Hughes ,

al- of

ROME, Dec 17.—Snow is falling
heavily in the mountains along the
northern Italian front and optimisin
prevails among thg Italians that this
will, definitely aid them, in holding
the Austro-Germans back from. the
Italian plain. Amid the first flurre.
of the storm on Tuesday the enem;
resumed his attack among the hils
and wag rewarded by the capture or
several posit}ons. Later, however,
the Italiang in a counterattack re-
gaine(d their lost terrain, after which
the artillery duels were resumed, but
with less strength.

Official Statement

L The Italian official statement
reads: |
“Yesterday there was a sharp fight
ing between the Brenta and Piave
rivers. Numeroug Austrian iroops
attacked our positions in the Col
della Beretia regicn, and while
other parties pushed on to Coldella

e A < P P NP AP, NP i

GREAT MASS ATTAGK
BY FOE IS FUTILE

LONDON, Dec, 17.—A fierce mass
attack was made by the Germans Thurs-
day against the elbow in the bend
of the British line between Bulle:
court and Queant  (about ten miles
west of Cambrai), s the Reuter
cor r-sponuum"m British headquart
erg in France. Their intention was
to overwhelm their opponents by
heer weight of numbers. Owing 10
the staunchness of the British oppo-
sition, the attack only enabled the
Germang to get a footing in
500 yaras. of the British front
when the attack was arrested,

line

Very Small iLocai Success

Thus the attacx was reduceq to
the limity of a very small local sug
€t at the most. The correspondent|
adds that it is diflicalt to gey details,
but ‘the “fighting lasted frem dawn
until one o'clock in the afternoon
and the continnance of firing after!
’lhuz suggested a . British  counter
{,Nmrl\,
i In_his description of the battle. the
\

correspondent says:
‘What

apparent'y was intended as

étermined. German attack upon
the sector of our ling east of Bulle-
court wag delivered  shortly
dawn, and owing to the staunchne
(of our troops, was reduced to the
limits of a very small local success
‘ot thé most.  The spol the,
choge was the olbow in the bend of
I,mn' line between  /Bullecourt and
P Queant.

“The Germans openexd
i bombardment ag the fire

an

streaks of

a frosty dawn were paling the east-|

crn sky. Our artillery promptly re.
plied with g barrage pug down De |
tween the opposing trenches. to
i check and advance.

Attacked in Close Formation

“Assaulting waves of Bavarian
| troopg came over in close formation
it was the = manifest intention to!
throw great pressure upon the front

the attack and overpower the de-
tenders, if possible, by sheer weight|
of numbers.

“Fierce fighting ensued, but is 1
too early to get details, since cou-
munications are alwayg difficult dur
ing engagements So far as 1 can
gather, the Germans managed to get
some sort of a -footing in about
S00 yards ol our front line trenches |

before their attack wag arrested.

.| front
) “Two enemy

about |

after

enemy: |

intense!

SNOW STORM HELPS
AN ITALIAN ADVANGE

 Orso, large German units stormed
ifrom the east Monte Spinincia auu
| the defences of the Calcina valley.
The struggle continued the whole
day. The enemy carried out the
action with = extreme violence and
l\\'ilh the support of numerous guns
jof every calibre. Our battorie; te-,
}mrde(l the impetus of the enemy
{and the infantry sustained the
| tack valiantly. ‘A few positionz
which had to be abandened at first,
owing to the destructive fire, were
nearly all  re-occupied durng - the
counter-attacks which followed.
{ "By cvening, on account of our
stubborn resistance and the severe
losses suffered the enemy  reduced
| his activity to o artillery firing, which
| during the night became normai ag
ain. - Nothing of note-worthy import.
ance occeurred on the remainder of the

at-

nmxhlncs were down

ed by British airmen.

artillery duel continued
30 o'clock, when it
died down, but the constant rattle of
machine guns suggested that some
fighting  was still i progress, and
it ig- quite possible that we arz coun-
terattacking. i

[ieshe
until ‘about 1.

“Thig i¢ really all there is to tell
It seems reasonable to believe that
the Germans failed in .their project,
whatever it was, since the ecxetent
of their ‘gain w s0 small and so
indefinite _ in point of tactical
jachievement that is ig difficult to re-
lgarq it as raproae g any scheme
of operations »

“The .weather  remains fine and
ary, -so that open warfare is.. stiil
{possible ar g time of the year wheil
normally both sides would be set-
tleu into winter quarters.”

reads:

delivered
front an-
On the

British statement
“This morning (he enemy
strong local ‘attack ¢n the

out a mile east of Bullecourt,

right 'of the pasition fttacked . the
ey succeeded in entering a shont

length of front lin trench, which
formed a salient in our line and had
been demolished by the bombardment

preceding the atiac 7 T
“At all other points the attack

was ripulsed with heavy losses Lo

the enemy. many of = whose dead
are lying in our wire. A number of
prisoners were captured.

“The enemy's artillery has been act-
during the day in the area of his
and has shown some activity
Lens and in the neighbor-
Armenticrs and Messines."

The

liess
live

lattack,
south
hood of

of

EDISON'S CIGARS
| The famous inventor, Thomas Edi-
|son, is an inveterate smoker, and the
| story goeg that scme little time ago
(he. complained to his tobacconist of
lh\ astonishing way in which his cig-
lars disappeared, and did not believ2

lhn could pcssibly have smoked them
all himseif. Accordingly the dealer
agreed to make come “fake cigars”.
| “I'll fill ‘'em with horsehair and hard
P'\l\nln‘:," he said. Some weeks later
Mr, Edison again saw the tobaccon-
1ist, “Look here,” he said, “] thought

on had arranged to fix up some fak-
{ed cigars The tobacconist looked
at him in hurt surprise. Why I did!”
he exclaimed, “Don't you remember
the bex . with a  green label—cigars
I tizd with yellow ribbon?" Mr. Edis-
on smiled.  “Why,” he said, “I smok-

\ e those cigars. myself.”

MR. \l]
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