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Belgium and France, These 140 day:
have been packed with thrilling and mo
mentous events. While from their saf
vantage ground the American peopl
have surveyed the scene,an old wgim
has literally crumbled under our ver;
eyes. Euro[)e is alooom on whose eal
then frameworic demiurgic forces lik:
Frederick the Great, Bismarck an
Napoleon once wove the texture o
European civilization. Now the demor

bring Germany to her. place in
an. The youth is first of all  to
¢ soldier, and, incidentially to be a
nan. No one has indicted Germany's
nilitarism in stronger language than !
he distinguished German-American
‘arl Schurz, In words that burn  the!
reat statesman expressed his hatred |
of  the imperialism and militarism
gainst'which  he helped to organize
. revolution, that led to his flight to|
his country. Of late, Americans have

be’llm Belgian defended his home as his

!castle, butchered the man, who died
with a sacred treaty in his.hand. Why,
all over the land, teachers, fathers, ed-
itors, anthors have found it necessary
i to say to the young men and women of
the Republic: “Do not sign your name
to an obligation unless you intend to
keep it.” Keep your faith. Remember
that yvour word given should be as
good as your bond. “Swear Lo your
and change not.” All this.

JUDGMENTS.

V. Out of the smoke of battle an-
other lesson is written for all who
have cyes to read. In view of the mis-
takes made by men who have absolute
power, it i3 now certain that exemp-
tion from criticism is a bad thing for
any man and that endless adoration
destroys the ruler's power to think in
straight lines, There never lived a
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wars were political forces;
collision between
cconomic interests. The Twentiet!
Century influences are chiefly th
force of wealth and the force of put
ic opinion. These are the giant steeds
though the reins of the horses may b
in the hands of kings and kaisers, I
Napoleon’s day antagonism grew ou
of the natural hatre dof autocracy, fo
democracy, of German imper mhbm fo

today, th
nations is born o

What will be the resuit if Germany
3 allowed to seize any smaller state
hose territory and property ghe
ovets? Is al Eurape to become  ai
rmed camp?? What is the meaning
f this German professor's article in
he North American Review, written
wo or three years ago, in  which ke
ays that once she is victorious the
lonroe Doctrine will go and the United
tates will receive the “thrashing she

this .Republbic the individual is first
and the State is here to safeguard his
rights, and to see to it that no one
trespasses upon his  property. The
time will come when the nation that
breaks its treaties and sows to the
wind, shall of that wind reap the
whirlwind. 1t is an awful thing for a
nation to make it enevitable that here-
after when other people sign a treaty
with that country that our representa-

them. No man is so unfortunate as
the man who is put on a throne lifted
up beyond the reach of plain truth
telling. It is doubtful is so many blun-
ders were ever made by statesmen and 1
diplomats as were made at the begin-
ning of this war. Just think of one
government being wrong in all these
particulars at the same time! Lincoln
said, “You can’t fool all of the people
all of the time.” Yes, that may be
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nmic supremacy or financial subordin

uctive industry 12,000,000 men for at
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heir young life? Must we siart on a

oney? Of late Americans who love

ment to be sneered at as a scrap of
paper? Or does this treaty mean the
faith of a nation that will die rather

THE DEATH CF THE
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Ever since Oliver Cromwell's da
England has been the mistress of th
seas, and Germany is envious and be
lieves that she has a right to supplan

Sngland in  this naval leadership
France has long been .the hanker Q
Europe, and Germany covets financie
leadership. From whence comes wars
Come they not from men’s lusts? Nov
that long tiine has passed it is quit
certain that neither Napoleon nc
Bismarck nor Wiliam the Second ur

lines, permanent,
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not worth th

heir country have
heir own learts. Merchants hitherto
usied with  commerce are asking
nemselves whither  this country is
rifting. Is Germany to compel us, to
ecome a vast military machine? This
ailitary question is a subject of dis-
ussion on the street cars and in the
tores, at the dining room table. No
ticles in paper and magazine are so
agerly read and analyzed. The
american ideal is not a military ma-
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iold tribal idea of God. In the Twen-
tieth Century it seems almost ludic-
rous to find that the conception of the
ancient Hebrews is still held by some
rulers.  Be the reasons what they
may, of late there has been a strange
recrudescence of the tribal God idea.
This is the Twentieth Century, not the
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