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Peter Benedict b
Thal was a nasty one, but she

eontented herself \\_rl-ll} caying a
mild goodbye, and ringing off. And
with, the click of the telephon2
n its stand the machinery of

upo: ; y
hgr mind slipped into  position
with a spontaneous leap almost
equally audible, and she knew

what had been worrying her. She
sat up in bed, and for a moment
was seriously afraid for the first
time. Then_ she got up in a gueat
hurery, and dashed through her
{oilet with no end but speed n
view. By the time Peter at lcngih
rang her up she had been poring
for a solid hour over her most
cherished books of refercnce, a
comprehensive study of ~ North
America, with maps, and the v:c-
ord catalogue which had stood her
in such good stead before.

CHAPTER XI
Among the Village Idiots

peter Milne and Eleanor Vande-
leur took cocktails at Lady Cowle's
snarming old Queen Anne house
in Coleridge Square, Tha company
was fairly small, but select, Aas
mdeed this redoubtable old wom-
a's parties generally were. It
w15 noticed, ameng the frequent-
s of these lofty places, that the
sreat old lady ‘went out of her way
i be nice to the American giil,
md spent the greater part of an
neur talking to her, which was
a1 exceptional performance for a
girl, and especially for an Ameri-
all.

The interest which Eleanor's un-
qoubted beauty has aroused, her
wyverg but  daring clothes—Sylvia
Milne's new gown and hat trim-
med with startling bottle-green
plumage —had enhanced, and ner
vigorous personality had made
stable, mow became redoubled by

Lady Cowle's obvlous liking  for
her, If the old lioness could near

| to hold animated conversation with
i ‘her for one hcur by the clock, #

stood to reason there must be
something in her lovely head Le-
sides bone,

Corrie separated Peter from
Peggy almost as soon as they cn-
tered the house, and was careful
to be nice to him, paying rather
more attention to him, - indeed,
that he thought natural. Her (alk
was all of Miss Vandeleur. Grandg-

‘mother was charmed with her
What part of America did <che
hail from? And what were her
people? Commonplace stuff he
might have thought it, if Peggy
had nct so earnestly spent the
entire  morning and afternoon

working out with him a full and
vivid account of her childhood,
parentage, and life in the United
States, complete with dates and
maps.

She had not told him what sue
feared, sher had merely implored
him to take her sericusly and heip
her to concoct the story, since his
kaowledge was much greater than
hers. And again and again ske
had impressed upon him that each
of them.must know it by heart
without one tiny discrepancy. And
he had taken her seriously, be-
cause he had learned that it paid,
that {n all her madness there was
method and to spare. Pcor Peggy
had said, in reply to all appeals
to formulate her suspicions:

“No, please, don't ask me. It's too
impossible and silly, and T expedt
to be proved a focl; but I'll tell
you all about it when I know the
end of i mysell.”

Having made this his own ar-
gument on at least one occasion,
he had been unable to quarcel
with it in her. In consequerce,
here he was, being pumped with
great tact and charm by Corrie,
envied by all her admirers, and
chaffed by a ycung man who ea-
tered late, and was made much
of, and who finally reached Peter's
circles to be imtroduced as Leslie
Graham, though Corrie addressed
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him constantly as Gray.

It transpired tha he was Mis
Cowle's fiance. Poter did not like
the cut of him overmuch, He had
the feminine line upon the shurt
full mouth which had made Peggy
revolt from the good effect the
handsome face should have made.
It was something in the smooti~
ness of the blond face which ot~
fended him more, and the arro-
gance of his manner. This Gra-
ham fellow, though he had all the
arts and graces of this sort of life,
carried himself with a swagger—
a bounce, thought Peter, seeking
the right word—which fell only a
little on the safe side of bound=-
ing.

Peggy, alertly talking New York
and music to Lady Cowle, also saw
her cnemy enter. He gravitated
to their corner in time, as manuy
distinguished people already fo:-
gotten by name had done, and was
presented to her.

She noted various things about
him, withcut stopping to consiler
that he could damage her if he
would  But, of course, that idea
was already gone by the boavd.
He could not damage her, did not |
want to damage her; all they want- |
ed was to bleed her white —if
only they knew the true state of
her worldly gocds!— and thcn
pitch her aside. She talked with
him a little, carefully, constrarmed-
ly, letting her eyes dwell upon
him in mute apprehension which
she proudly told herself was one
of the best things she had domne.
The perfect attitude of mingled
cool courage and pleading, as
from cnhe startled by the unfore-
seen arrival, at a feast where she
intended to shine, of one who
could, ¥ he would, take away her
small hope of glory. Her eyes said,
for his consumption: “What are
you doing here? For heaven's sake
don't let these people knpw where
we've met befove. You sce I'm
making a hit with him. Don’t go
and spoil it.”

He was flattering to her beauty,
but gave no hint that he had evcr
secan her before; and after a few
minutes his francee called him a-
way. Probably, thought Peggy, he
was thinking: “The silly fool! Why
should I want to damage the goose
that lays the golden eggs? Dut
they're all alike—they think the
werld rolls round them.”

“And was all your childhood
spent in California?” asked Lady
Cowle, calling her back to earth.

“Well, most of it, until I was
fourteen, We'd been across to Hon-
olulu several times on vacatious,
and all that; and of course we
went lo New York for a while, al
least once every ycar. We went
by ‘plane mostly. I shouldn’t think
there are much better lines any-
where than out from Los Angeies

Across the room she could see
Peter heing surprisingly sweet and
patient to Corrie's casual pump-
ing. No doubt Corrie thought she
was deing wonderfully well in her
excavations this time. It was just
the sort of questioning which a
hostess with a particularly nigh
reputation to keep un might ex-
pend upon the forbears and history
of 'a promising new. recruit to her
circle. That was the danger of it,
that it all lcoked so ordinary,

(To be continued) ' J
~ FISCAL — FISCUS |

The word fiscal is cerived from
the Latly fiscus, meaning a wicker
hasket.

| very first trick.
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Contract Bridge

By Josephine Culbert mn‘

Getting the Right Sia‘t

The slam contract in today's deal
was lost by ceclarer's play lo the|

South dealer.
Both sides vulnerable.
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The bidding:
South West North East
ha Pass 2 Pass
38 Pass 4NT Pass
5¢ Pass 64 Pas(
Pass Pass

If West had laid down the club
players would)

ace (as so many
there would have been nothing to
the play -- declarer would have

collected his 12 tricks without even
taking a, finesse.

Letually, however, West opened
his top diamond. Declarer took one
pleased look at the dwmmy, then
played the diamond ten and won
wwith his own king. He did not know
it, of course, but right then and
there he had “wrecked himself.”
Now the best he‘could do was draw
trumps, return to dummy by overe
taking tals last diamond, discard two
clubs on the high hearts and one on

the high diamond — and finally
lead a club toward his remaining,
king-jack. Since West had the ace-
queen of clubs, all the previous play
went for naught, and the contract
was down ome.

Declarer had neglected to try for
all the possibilities,  The proper
line of play was to win the first
trick with dummy's diamond queen
then to ruff a low heart. Now re
enter dummy with a trurp to the|
jack and ruff another low heart.
This would establish the rest of
dummy’s hea:t suit, and it would be
simplicity itself- to draw {rumps,
overtake the diamond kin¥ with the
ace, and  discard all oft South’s
clubs on  the' established hearts
and the good diamond. Thus, in-
stead of going down one, declarer
would actually make an overtrick!
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By Ken Keynolds
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“| can always get another job
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yours isn't the only lap in town:

OUT OUR WAY

By J. R WILLIAMS gur BOARDING HOUSE
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V- YOU'RE TAKIN' L——7 SHE HAS ONLY GIRLS

AND THI"(\!FS BOYS ARE

TO SHOW HER
TRAY == TH' FIRST ONE
CAME 10--1

il . |

1 - <
il .28 JTRWILLAMS

with a Guardion Want Ad—

“With Major Hoople

EGAD,ACE /! KNOWING HOW NEW

IWVASE ~ BREAKABLE," TVE NO
NOTION WHAT IT'5 LIKE ~ THESE
UNCLAIMED PACKAGES ARE
= AUCTIONED OFF
OSIAR UNO!

e

CHINA DELIGHTS THE HOUSEWIFE,
1 PURCHASED THIS GIFT FOR MRS.
BRANNIGAN/ <« BEYOND THE LABEL, Y| TAS

A VAGE 1S JUST WHAT We
1 NeeD, MATOR! BETTY
% USED OUR LAST ONE IN
=T PRACTICE SOME-
TIME AGO ~« MISSED MY|
WIG BY INCHES AND
= SMASHED

umcﬁ?——_ﬁ_‘ﬁ_——m YAL MOUNTED

| BecAusE
OF HER
UNEXPECTED
SUCCESS,
"BOSS*
TINNY 16
INSPIRED
70 BUILD
AN

\NRTIGHT

M GOING TO MAKE
SURE THAT NO TRACE,
OF THOSE STOLEN
GOODS 15 FOUND~,

PIGOR, R
CAN'T ESCAPE...THEN
OUR TRUCK TO THE
SHACK 2 HURRY

A
BRING

= PUT. A CRIMP
IN KING'S
STORY/

JOE PALOOKA

YOULL® FIND THIS HERE ROOM
KINDA COMFTABLE . IT WAS OUR
BOY'S ROOM ., HE WAS...LOST IN 71

By George McManug

MOTHER =DID YOU
READ WHERE A
MAN ENGRAVED A

YES-MY DEAR-IT'S
UNBELIEVABLE BUT
TRUE=-~IT DIDN'T

\GA\/ WHO IT WAS /

POEM ON A
DINHEAD ?

( g ; i WHAT ARE YOI
BIV GOLLY- HELLO =THIS IS JIGGS - TALKINY ABOLITL?' f‘ms 3
'Ll SOON OF COLIRSE -DANNY |
FIND OUT - DANNY THERE ?? NO? HASN'T A POEM i

15 MAGGIE'S BROTHER
WELL~-TELL ME==- It ENGRAVED ON HIS
- HEAD-WHAT EVER
GAVE YOLI THAT
IDEA??

L REDUCE
T

A
MADAME
FIFI'S
SALON

Cape 190 Kig v Sonhime, o Wocld g e 1

TIPPY AND “CAP"” STUBBS

By Ed i

- BUT SHE PUT ONE OF THAT’S A NICE ‘EASY STAGES IN TH’ STUDY

WELL, GRAN'MA
GAYE ME T W
LARS

PLAYING
O

7 Dytrined by

P AUNTIE GAVE ME A BEAUTIFUL |
SCARF FOR

THE RECITAL:-

OF MUSIC"-~\WHY DIDN'T
SHE GIMME A BOOK ‘BOUT
EP'N 79¢

‘EM IN MY BANK! GEE !
WHAT Goooos T DOIN’

BOOK YOUR COUSIN
MILLIE GAVE YOU,
: TOO--

O
AIRPLANES - OR SOM

1N

NAPOLEON AND UNCLE ELBY By Clifford McBride |
B e pomo srrmoen o Iuiert | [ AR A VBRI RS |
FORGET I'M HUNGRY. RBROCHENTE. OR A LOBSTER THERMIDOR = |
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INTHE CLOSET FOR YOU, STUPEH
SCOOP, WHILE I TALK TO DE

THOUGHT I'D SURPRISE YOU BY
BRINGING BACK YOUR HAND-
BAG! NOW GIMME DE DIAMOND/




