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FRONN
’i:}o ahead,” said the ,superln'-
lendent in his driest manner ~'spe s

tainly very pret:y )
re;)olllmore smiled: “She may prove

pseful” A

up see. How are vou gong to
ot to know her?" oo

“what's Monty F2rmandez for?

o rather wish I knew, Dolly,”
jhe elder man said.

He watched his promising subor-
finate stroll up cnsually to the
manager of the club and a moment
jater saw that the two mep were
chatting together. He 'had often
Wmired Dolly’s devastating self-
confidence.  Thers was, the old

liceman real'»e” something to
pe said for Oxford.

ugure. T willl Monty Fernandez
was saying. “Come rlong, skr.”

Ducros, with increasing admira
tion, watched the twy men approach
ihe table where the eirl and the
slderly, 1ady were sitting. :

“May T present M+ Arthur Doill-
more. Mrs. Lewin?" ~

Thr elderly lady graclously ire
clined her head,

“And to you, Miss Stennimg?”

“Would you care to dance?” Dolly
asked.

The girl glanced at the elderly
jadv. who smiled.

“Thank you,” she said,,and 4
moment later they were on the
florr together.

Ducros was not the only ene who
watched them, for they were the
most striking counle In the room
Most of the women were far mor:
expensively dressed than the gir}
put the simple black frock she
wore—she had pald 38s for It in
Soho—was very attractive.

She had level blua eyes and ner
halr, as Dollimore afterwards noint
ed out to the unresvons've Ducros,
was the colour of wheat straw im
the autumn. In Oollimnre's opin-
lon she was an evtremely pretty
gir], and she had not been in his

—
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arms for a minute vefore ha knew
that she could dance. And when
Dollimore admitted that about a
girl she could dance

“You're a resident I suppose?” he
asked.

“I'm Mrs: Lewin's secretary
We've been here .everal weeks
and shall probably :tay on for a
while”

“We're. just down for the week-
~nd.” “Your father"”

“No, He's just a tusiness {riend
Nice old boy You lrke this pace?’

DANCE FLOOR CONVERSATIO®

She shrugged Yer <houlders
“Mine not to reasen why—but i.
might be worse,” she added with
& smile,

“You play golf?”

“No,” she smile .

“Thank. you,” lLe sald as the
dance came to it: end. “You're
splendid. We must have another
later on.”

“I'd lke to” shs said calmly
“Mrs. Lewin wil go up presently,
but I'm in no hurry”

The old lady, indeed, retired
shortly afterwards ‘[he girl would
have accompanied her, but Mrs.
Lewin. as Dollimere noticed, mo-
tiored her to stay. Oleartly, in
Dollimore's opinion, an old lady
hall-marked in every link.

“T suppose you'll be contmuing
your. investigations now on the
'Ines they taught you in the Col-
lege?” Ducros sald with heavy
but pleasant sarcasm

“It does seem rather ‘'ndicated.”
Dollimore agreed. “Ste’s been here
several weeks an¢ knows most of
the veople. Unaucstionably, an
avenue’ to be explored”

“You're sure she’s not Flash Car
dew in disguise?’ Nucros asked
with immense solemnity.

“I dom't think so” said Dolll-
move, judicially.

“Go on! You're bound to make
an ass of yourself s~ouner or later,
so why not sooner?”

“Why not, if what you way is
true?”

It was an excellent floor, an ex-
cellent band, and Inspector Dolli-
more, who looked cven better In
a dinner jacket than he did in a
sports suit, made the most of his
opportunithes.

“My word, but it was a bit of
luck finding you here?” he sald,
& dance or so later.

“It's certainly a pleasure to dance
with someone who can dance. You
might almost be a professional.”

“I very nearly was when I came
down from Oxford I wanted to be
a film actor, I meai. But apparent-
iy I'm not. an actor ¢t all. Where’s
the man who was with you at tea-
time, by the way?”

“Mr. Glinshe? He's called a host
here. He arranges tne dances and

—poor fellow! dances with any
odd females left over”
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“Glinshe?” he repeated in sur-
prise. “Not Ronnie Glinshe, by any
chance?” ¢ )
“I think it is.”

“Then—a few yeirs ago — 1 knew
him. I wondered what had be-
come of him.”

““He’s new to the ylace, too I was
desperately sorry ‘or him the
other evening—ther: was a scene
“here Some friend of Mr. Fernandez
had rather too much drink and
called him a qualifi.d gigolo.”
“What haprened?”

“Nothing, He just flushed and
turned away.”

“Did he recognize me this eve-
ning?”

“I'm not sure He was looking et
you and I noticed his expression
suddenlv change.”

The Inspector pre.umably still
obeying the dictates of duty sug-
gested a stroll through the garden
but the girl shook her head: “No,
thanks'” she sald “Tm expecting
» friend any moment.”

“That’s a pity," sald Dolitmore.
but she smiled and <id not,reply
They danced again and Dollimore
ngtlced that Glinshe had sreturn:
ed.
“What’s the tima? his partner
usked him, '

“Nine-seventeen,” he told her—
with officlal exactit:de.

“Then T must go”

“But you will come back?”

“r don't know. Tt's been Jolly.
anvway.”

“But to-morrow?”

“I shall be here.” the smiled. “No
don’t worry,” she went on, as she
picked up a cloak ‘rom the back
of her chair and turned towards
the door. “Your friend is looking
deserted Goodnight!”

And with that she left him, He
watched her pass ttrough the big
glass door that opened om to the
verandah, and as he turned back
to reloin Ducros not'ced that she
was talking to a ma1 in a raincoat
at the top of the steps.

As the girl left h'-m. a man came.

across the floor to him: “Hallo.
Dolly!” he sald. “O'd meeting you

as they shook hands,
A inb—of sorts.” !

wood when you came down?” i
“1 did. T also returned.” Glinshe
said with a smile, Still. no one
%ere assoclates me with Oxford —
thank goodness!”

“¥You're wearing g'asses?”
“That’'s part of the trouble. But
told mg that you—"
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It was useless to prevaricate, and
Dollimore. who Il-iew his man.
nodded: “But not a word, Ronnie.”

“Natumlly, And I know T ean
relv _on your discre’on, too. I'm
1not too anxlous for people to know
what I'm dolng, as you chn im-
agine. And I've got another Job
n view. anyway.”

“Pity about the eve. Ronny Oth-
erwise vou might have come into
my push Tell me. whro was the Iit-
tle 'ady T was dancing with?”

“Msry Stenning? A thorough-

hred "

“SA T thought. Most of the oth-
ere here—"

“Paigonous!” Glinshe sald. with
a corimace.

“T.ank here, come cver and meet
mv friendi—for immediate vur-
poses he's a business man from
Mannhecter or Liverpool or theres
ahate”

“rn come nver nresentlv T've
been awav rather ton long and
the=~ are several fe:rful females T
sho?' have to dance with —heaven
helo mel”

OUT OUR WAY

By J. R. WILLIAMS

STOP? GRUMPIN'

AN' COME ON WITH
THAT IRON-- PA'LL
BE PLEASED THAT
WE BRANDED THIS

LONGEAR THEY.
MISSED IN THE
ROUNDUP/!

T WISH 1 WENT TO

BUSY! A
ALLUS SEEIN' FENCES
TO Fii-- AN T'S NINE
MILES ACROSS OUR
PROPERTY/

v

in a nlace like this.” jand South won with the ace. Ex-
“And you, Ronny.” he rebued.lpgctlng a normal break of trumps,

“Oh, I'm a dance partner here.'WwaMl dummy. When dummy’s

“But T thought you went to Holly- ‘qui

ON THE SCENT OF A CROOK

“Well?” Ducros demanded w
his colleagues rejoired him.

“She’s—wonderful! Like a feath-
er in a man’'s arms.

“Well—welll” sald *he elder man
“I finished up the Burgundy while
vou were making good with the
young woman. Thare’s something
satisfying in a bottle of good wine,
but the prices thev charge here
will make the accounts branch look
;1own its 'nose when our bill goes
n.”

(To be cont:nued)

Contract Bridge

By Josenhine Culbertson

Versatility Needed

It is usually sound policy to play
& hand in the expectation that
suits will break in the most prob-
able or normal way. But if, in the
course of the play, you discover
that the cards are bolund to break
abnormally, your plan may need
revision, For Example:

South dealer.
Neither side vulnerable.,

H
111

West opened the queen of clubs,

h probably led a low trump

nine held the trick, declarer was

te correct in leading another
trump. On this trick Past discarded
e low heart, showing that trumps
were not going to break favorably.
West refused this trick also, allow-
ing South to win with the king of
spades.

Now was the time for South to
revise his plan but he kept right
on by leading another trump. This
time West took his ace. He returned
a club, and the suit was led a third
time, forcing South to ruff. Declar-
er now was helpless. If he used up
his last trump to diaw West's re-
maining spade, he would then be
helpless against the rest of the club!
suit whenever he knocked out the
ace of diamonds. And if he led a
diamond without drawing West's
Jast trump, West .would lead a
fourth club, forcing out declarer’s
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last trump, Then West would malce
a second trump trick to defeat the
contract.

7South could have made his con-
tract by abandoning the trump suit
after the second round of spades
showed him the bad break. He
should have switched to diamonds.
West would take the ace of
diamonds and lead a club, but then
the last trump in tummy would
make it unprofitable for the de-
fenders to lead a third round of
clubs. They would have no way
of forcing out the trumps in the
Soyth hand. Declarers would easily
regain the lead draw trumps and

run his tricks. R
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