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| reasons: the lark, as it is familiarly
| termed, is accepted as the symbol

Tie Skylark

In the Poet's Corner last week,
were some stanzas frem Coleridge’s
| “Ancient
bird-soags, and particularly to that

Mariner,” referring

the skylark. That bird and the

ckco are prime favorites with the
itish poe:s, though for different

aspiration ana praise, while the

cuckoo is looked upon as the har-
binger of spring. Here are a few
descrintive notes on the skylark.
To Enlishmen the name lark in-
variably means the skylark, Alauda
arvensis, though there is also the
Titlark, the Woodlark, the Crested

Tk, and others. As far as I could

observe (for I have never seen it
except in flight) it is a small spar-
row-.ike

bird. In classificatory
one of its distinctions is the
;fr hind toe,

the long-

est front toe. Larks are abundant in
Britain becauce they nest in grain

fields where they are

safe from

molestation in much greater meas-

| ure than
birds, which in the open, are sub-

and other

are our ground-nesting

t to destruction from dogs, cats,
predatory animals and

"even from the trampling of cattle.
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ghbor Layton Rog-
ers, another big prize winner, hgs
% 163 pups from 47 females. Now Lay-
ton, we think you are kind of
showing your hesls to the rest of
us—in the language of the turf-
or like his beautiful mare Lois Guy
by Guy Axworthy did to a field of
14 trotters September 24th, 1919,
when she finished 5-1-8-1-2-1, Tha{
¢was a thrill day for Layton and
his friends, in fact for all of us
because it was a real upset race
and the writer remembers it well

ause Commodore Cresceus which
I drove, was 2-3-1-3-3 and  was
then ruled out. Harvest Boy, driv-
en by Bill Sharen (after whom the
great trotter Bill Sharen ' 2.04 1-4
was named) was second with a
summary of 1-2-4-2-1-2, This is
delving away from silver fox farm-
ing very considerably but we hope
it s permissible under the circum-
stances.
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Claude Smith, Charlottetown, has
a good turnout this year as usual.
From 130 females he has 325 living-
pups. ’I‘heiy are doing well and
Claude will as usual have a nice
line of pelts to dispose of.

Earnest Mills of Clareville, who
was a big prize  winner at the
shows for several years, has 121
pups from 40 feemales and Roy
Woodside, Hamilton, has around
160 from some 60 females.

in

vid
v e for
Arthur Roberts of Kinkora has

60 pups from 19 females and John
R. McCabe of Newton has 18 puos
from four females ...David Clark,
Kensington, has 49 pups from 14
females... W. P. MacLeod, Char-
lottetown has 78 pups from 21 fe-
males, an unusually large increase.

Old

F. Bai'ey and E. M. Taylor,
5 & grandson of Robert Oul-
one of the founders of the

¥ industry, are advertising
» of fox—pear] platinums.
n that they reproduce
o color and ave the result
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lection and that they pos-
¢ characteristics of the
er from  which they
excent for color. ‘This
 dark to light steel blue
percentages of silver.
sometimes called silver
s but must not be confus-
tthe comemon blue fox.
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As far as we can learn this has
been an exceptionally good season
for the development of fox pups
and we hear of no untoward hap-
penings either from disease or oth-
er causes. It is expected that a
heat wave may reach here in the
near future as there has been very
+high tmperatures in Chicago and
other American cities. The heat
waves usually take a week or more
to travel here. If we do get intense
heat it would be well for ranchers
to pay particular attention to wat-
ering the foxes. They should be
watered twice a day and no stale
water left in the pans. Water that
has been overnight should be
dumped out and fresh water out
in. Curioys though it may seem
water absorbs odors and becomes
unfit for use in short order
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Jenking of Frenchfort has
'iing steady progress with
foxes for the
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'S Irome 40 females. Among
number of mark-
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The meat supply should be well
taken care of and guarded against
flies which get about from place
to place carrying disease on their
feet. Meat which they run over may
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the War Time Prices

Chelsea, Quebec.
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bring about a substantial increace

the potential market for

adian wool.
Mr. Dick emphasized the
that the purposes of
were administrative and
centrol the wocl industry. He hop-
ed the wool industry during the |
war would continue to be regu'at-
ed by a measureof administration
rather than by drastic control. The
Wool Administrator's

h's
not

office
gned to be cf service to

producer and to the manufacturer
and to help in overcoming mutual
problems,
Mr. Dick said there was no short-
age of wool in Canada now, al-
though there had been when
was declared. Last fall it had been
necessary for the War Time Price
and Trade Board to prevent prices
of wool rising higher
did. Wool producers had been call-
upon to make a contribution
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and young congregate in flocks
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changes in the cloth specifications
of the Dominion Government, Da-
Administrator

and

Trade Board, predicted at the an-
nual field day of the Ottawa Val-
ley Sheep Breeders’ Association at

The specifications which are now
being amended, had
down largely by guess and largely
by conying English standards built
around New Zealand wool.”
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There Is very little information
on the Canadian market but no
news s good news probably. There
is certainly mnothing to be more
vess'mistic about than last season
because we do know that there will
be fewer pelts by far than was plac-
ed on last year's marts. With the

Savage Harbor,
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shason. hag another
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QMBINED STANDING FIELDS AND
RESHED GRAIN COMPETITION- 1940

ZES FOR FIELDS OF OATS, WHEAT AND BARLEY
RULES AND REGULATIONS -
OATS shail consist of at least five acres, of WHEAT
EY three acres,
€€ of $1.00 snan be charged for each entry of grain.
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a man we know, says a writer in
tried an exmvari-
ment with censiderable success last
summer, He knew
weed-killer if applied In sufficient
concentration, and that
get p'entv of it. but the probl’m
was to kill the weed and gvare the
grass, He decided to try ‘nsartine
a salt tablet into the heart of the

C-I-L, Owl,

he

delion, by stabbing the

with a knife, then pressing the tab-
let into tha stub bv foot. Experi-

that after a esu
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Dr. Georges Bouchard, Assistant
Deputy Minister of Agriculture, al-
so spoke to the sheep breeders, He
ointed "out the possibility of
amine in Europe. Although he did
not know what effect this would
have on Canada, he felt that th-
traditional policy of
maintaining as much as he coul”

a

m e
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be

kept as a cage-bird, but this is

ill=gal now.

Befcre 1830 the skyviark had been
introduced (successfully it is said)

the top flow-|into Long Island in the State of

New York; if so, it has not spread

1 as have scme of the more objection-

able introductions. It has also been
introduced into New Zzaland, where
it is said to be becoming a nuisance;

but
tair

I have not been able to ascer-
N why.

Often have T stood, in my youth-

ing

with eager eyes, the skylark as

it soared and sang. Docs one look
seed | o[Lr:n_cx' upward in youth, before ad-
peds . vancing age tempis us to fix our

immediotely | Baze ;
‘they are noticed. When going over! taings. like “the
the plants, remove any faded

or muck-rake”
Tl
damaged leaves.

This

wri

more on earth and earthly
man with the
in Bunyan's allegory?
cription, frem a modern
s botter than I can, one

ter,

€

of the sights we may miss:

“From

your fect a lark will rise

singing. Siand still and fo'low him
with cyes and ears. At first, though

(always upward, the progress is not

swift, and the bird sways first this

way then that, as though with the

waole of heaven for his stage he
were undecided where he should
go. Then he knows, and the wide/
upward spiral flight is begun. At
first the song is loud and clear
and jubilant. But as he rises the

son

a tiny speck in the blue, and of his
song only the shriler notes are left
and they can only be heard with
stra
and singer fade from sight. A sec-
ond or two, and then again the wild

bea
the

The trill comes and gees, the speck
is there and gone, but surely the
speck grows larger and the music
strengthens. The lark does not des-
Ce}ld €s he ascended—in wide long
Spir

ing

halts in mid-air and, hanging pois-

ed,

suddenly
swoops to earth.
“The song of the lark, most per-

fect

of nature. Alone of birds he soars
to sing:
vault of heaven in which to empty

his

tion
surely most spiritual-——of our song-
s. So few of us look upward at

ster.
any

humdrum
look upward.”

Good Plants for the Rockery

During the second week in July
I think my little rock garden was

at i

tion to describe some of the
standing plant.

ers
dalj]
havi
trie
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g quietens until at last he is but

ined ear. And finally both song

utiful trill infinitely faint, and
little dark speck in the sky.

als—but in a long sheer slant-
drop. Then suddenly the bird

his very hardest. Then
the music ceases and he

sings

in June, is one of the wonders
he alene needs the wide

soul, Yet few people vay atten-
to this most ambitious—and

time in our humdrum lives:
only because we do not

ts best and it is now my inten-
oul-
, as a guide to oth-
who may wish to take up this
ghtful form of gardening, We
¢ had dry weather in this dis-

to

|

ed to Lrii lay down a good solid
bank of earth with the stones laiu
on it in rugged fashion, afterwards
filling the “pockets"”
soil as I could procure. When it did
rain, the bank qf earth absorbed the
water, acting as a reservoir, so that
the plants aid not suffer so much
from the drought as I expected.
While the main garden has re-
quired a lot of weeding, the rockery
has been easily kept clean, a fact
which should commend this branch
of gardening to those feminine gar-
eners to whom the task of beaut-
ifying the home grounds seems nat-
uraly to fall,

Net all plants suit the rockery,
and those chosen should be dwarf
in growth: those termed “alpines”
are nearly always ideal for the pur-
pose. If they are very hardy, and
inclined to spread from the roct, so
much the better, (When the
clumps get tco large you can always
set up somebody else in “rcck-gar-
dening” by means of your super-
abundant ‘s'ips or divisions, there~
by enhancing those feelings of
good-fellowship so common among
gardeners.) First of these plants

may be placed the Sedums or
Stonecrops, and first of them is S.
acre, commonly called Golden

Moss, or by some, Wall Pepper, from
tte acrid taste indicated by its Lat-
in name. It grows over the stones
at a prodizious rate, and must be
severely kept within bounds; but
when it blcoms it forms an exquisits
cushion of go'd, about three inches
high. S. stoloniferum (pink) and
S. reflaxum (yellow), are taller and
of different habit, but both are
good and easily grown: the former
gives the better increase. I did not
fully appreciate the name Stone-
croy, till I saw how they produced
a crop of flowers on the bare
stones! The genus is a very ‘arge
and diverse one, and there are many
b;autiful kinds I've not yet acouir-
ed.

Early this spring T was delighted
to receive from Mrs. Roy McLean,
of Souris, a little box of year-old
rockery seedlings: thcy were care-
fully planted and are now in boom.
Indeed, the Perennial Candytult
(Iberis sempervirens) has been
flowering for the past mcath and
looks as if it meant to continue for
another! The clusters of flowers are
white, fading to pink: each individ-
ual fiower has four petals, two
large and two small. T think I shall
have sced to distribute this fall.
The bocks say tais an  evergreen
(semper-virens).

Another was the Cheddar Pink
(Dianthus calsius) with semi-double

t ond it v

‘ucky that I decid-Jso that as it is trodden on,

highly fragrant pink flowers. Orig-
inally found growing wild on lime-
stone rocks at Cheddar, England,
it must have been well known to
many of ‘the old Islanders who, had
come {from the West Country. The
third was a foreigner, Artneria for-
mosa, which may be translated the
“Pretty or Handscme \Sea-pink.”
The pure white, clover-like heads
of flowers are indeed handsome,
but the stems like some others of
the genus are to long, and not able |
to hold the flowers upright. The
British A. maritima (Sza Pink or
Thrift), is free from this defect: it
has bluish-pink flowers, but after
some years of work I have sepamt-‘
ed a deep crimson form which is:
much admired. Some visitors the
other Sunday carr'~a away cuttings.
Lastly the box yielded a clump lab-
elled simply “Thyme.” Now Thyme
is only a generic name and I wanted
to know the species, therefore when
it formed a beautiful carpet of flow-
ers I sent on a few sprays to Ottawa
for identification. The answer
showed that it was Thymus Serp-
illum, variety lanuginasum, the 'at-
ter term meaning “wocly,” in refor=-
ence to the hair clothing the leav-
es. We have plenty of T. Serpillum
growing in the province, with hoth
white and pink flowers, but these
are not near.y as satisfactory from
an ornamental point of view, as the
variety I have just mentioned. Be-
fore passing on I desire to thank
Mrs. MacLean for her very intergst-
ing gifts. iy

I procured the seeds of Dianthus
arenarius, the little pink from Fin-
land. They grew nicely and I sent
seedlings to a friend at Tracadic;
they will of. course not bloom till
next year when we shall be ab'e to
judge of their worth for the rock
garden, I also got the seeds of Al-
lium giganteum, the giant orna-
mental Onion; but the only result
was a ‘“giganteum” disappointment,
for they never grew. I had better
luck with Mantha Requieni (Re-
quien’s Mint) which trails along the
ground forming a carvet “reeking
with peppermint.” In the Old
Country it is grown between ‘he
stones of flagged paths and ismlx“)s.

t 1

A Naturalist’s Galendar

FOR

Princ'e

Edward Island

A carefully prepared series of notes of
Meteorological and Botanical observations
made in the period 1910-1937; and includ-
ing a short list of common insects.

By BLYTHE HURST (“Agricola”)
Brackley Beach

On Sale at

THE SCHOOL SUPPLY
CARTER AND CO.
MARITIME STATIONERS
WOOLWORTHS

TRAVEL RUREAU
GUARDIAN PUB. CO.
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- CONSERVATION -

—
A WEEKLY COLUMN OF PRACTICAL OPINIONS OF THE
.VITAL ISSUES AFFECTING THE USES AND ABUSES OF

NATURAL RESOURCES BY MR. LUDLOW JENKINS
! MARSHFIELD, ’
THE STEEL TRAP No single agency has done more

To take the cruelty out of trap-
ping is the goal of all animal lovers,
Those mcst sensitive to the cruel-
ties to animals can easily visua.ize
the ghastly suffering inflicted by
the damnable paw of the steel
traps. Others are made aware of
these tortures only after their own
dog has been the unfortunate vic-
tim of this barbarcus practice.

How shall we minimize the
cruelty of trapping Shall we at-
tempt legislation to ban entirely
the use cf the steel jaw trap caus-
ing excruciating pain, exposure and
starvation? This would be impos-
sible at present. The trappers could
gather enough strength to defeat
our elforts. Trapping to many is a
means of livelihood and the steel
trap will be used until a substitute
is universally practical.

Realizing the futility of aholish-
ing the el jaw trap with its indes-
cribable crue'ty, the Connecticut
Humane Society has been success-
ful in drastically restricting the use
of this demon of torture. In fact,
we have one of the best and most
practical trapping laws of any state
in the wunion. Trappers must have
their names on traps, are required to
visit traps at stated intervals, must
have in taeir pessession the written
permission of owners to trap, and
are compelled to set traps in wat-
er or in the burrow of a wild ani-
mal or a pole eight or more feet
above ground. Reasonable excep-
tion is made for legal occupants to
set steel traps within a radius of
one hundred feet of any perman-
ent building.

The most effective method of el-
iminating the torture of steel traps
is to encourtze the manufacture
and use of humane traps that take
the animal alive and unhurt. This
does away with pain and needless
suffering. This type makes possible
the re'ease of too young and un-

than the American Humane Associa-
tion to encourage and sponsor hu-
mane traps. This year marks the
eleventh annual humane trap con-
test promoted by the Association.
The closing dates for entries is Ap-
ril 30. Adjudication will follow as
soon as possible, Prizes amounting
to five hundred dollars ($500.00)
are awarded each year for the most
humane traps.

It is impossible to estimate the
magnitude and the effect of this
contest. Contestants live in all parts
of the US.A. and Canada. Those
most effected are the trappers
themselves as many of the best ideas
and traps to date come from trap- |
pers,

- This year if all the prize money
s not awarded the judges may use
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the balance in mechanically per-
fecting any good idea presented.

Another progressive step of the
Association is to send Mr. Vernon
Bailey, the Inventor of several hu-
mane traps, to study trapping under
varying conditions in the United
States. He is puttine prize winning
traps to practcal tests under wild
life conditions.

Many of the prize traps are now
manufactured and used,

It is encouraging to learn that
he American Trappers Associatian
has the following humane planks in
its program:

1. Protect and propagate benficial
wild life.

2. Eliminate all unnecessary oruel-
ty in trapping.

3. Protect furbearers from the
use of poison in any form.

4. Protect wild life from unfalr
methods: smoking, den-digging,
tree cutting, ete.

The millennium is not here but
we have every assurance that the
American Humane Association will
continue to hold trapping contests
until the steel trap with its indes-
cribable horrors will be a thing of
the past.

ted_animals.

erates the perfume. If it takes to
the rockery and stands our winter,
it is sure to become a favorite.

A School Song

The present writer received all his
education in a little  stone-built,
| one-room rural school which serv-
ing a rather wide district, nad at
tienes about 100 scholars on its reg-
isters. Our education would be
counted old-fashioned today, I sup-

pose, but our shchool authorities
were wide awake and taught us
more than we were aware of at the
time, by the medium of song. One
does not easily forget what one has
sung at schoo! with one’s fellows:
Euclid may fade and Algebra grow

dim, but song remains. I still re-
member the words of this patriotic

song (so applicable still after all
the years that have passed) and
were it neoded, could still “prick

off” the music to it. Without doubt
we are omitting a great ethical fac-
tor when singing is neglected in the
rural schools. Well ,here 1is the
song:
1
“We love the heroes of our land,
The stars of England’'s story:
The wise of heart, the strong of
hand, Whose life and death
was Jglory,
Whose life and death was glory.

2
Brave hearts who conquer'd not
tho' slain, Their life-blood
freely gave us:
Who midst the foes that round
them rose, March'd, fought
and died to save us.

3
Next, those whose words, in gent-
ler war, Just rights to all ex-
tended,
Who loved the cause of England’s
laws, And freedom's flag de-
fended. ¢

4
Last, those for brighter days who
wait, And toil in wise assur-
ance,
Who win the fight of truth and

right, By strength of calm
endurance.
A simple ltitle song, with an

easy-running tune; but it was just
such songs that helped to mould
the youthful Briton’s character.

Capital Punishment

In Engiand, before the war, a
lady to whom money seemed to
mean little, used to employ her time
in driving round the country to
any town where an exccution was
to take place. Arriving at the prison
door just at the time scheduled for

the hanging, she would park her
car, and hang out posters on .1t.
bearing such slogans as *“Abolish

Capital Punishment,” “Hanging is
no deterrent,” and so on. It is relat-
ed that one dry-witted individual
told her “Hanging deters one chap,
anyway.” The abolition of capital
punishment; however, does not ap-
pear to produce the effect intend-
ed, as the following story, taken
from one of the pernicious detective
magazines,” shows.

In one of the Statgs, where, on
suppesedly humanitarian grounds,
! electrocution had been abolished,
and the highest punishment was
| imprisonment for life, a cruel mur-
der had been committed, and the
! eriminal, after a good deal of
trouble was captured. He was tried,
his conviction was secured by means
of two male witnesses, and as a re=
sult he was sentenced to twenty
vears imprisonment. (In England
he'd have been hanged). In prison
he seems to have been treated with
unaccountable leniency.’ If my
memory serves—and it is still fairly
good—this man had practically the
run of the prison. An interesting
light was thrown on this by the
action of the night sergeant, who
it was stated, was accustotned to
. take his charge out for a late
snack at a restaurant across the
| street! T reach the lavatory at the
i back of the prison, this man had to
pass through an alcove where a re-
serve policeman usually slept. No-

bureau, the prisoner thought of a
plan to get square with the witnes-
ses, who were employed at a local
hospital. Going through the alcove
one night he saw that the reserve
man was asleep, so he quietly pick-
ed up the revolver and strolled to
the front door. Once there unchal-
lenged, he made for the hospital,
and waited for his victims; when
they appeared he shot them dead.
And the sequel was that according
to the law, he could only be com-
mitted to prison again!

An illuminating story: it explains
why the public are unwilling in
most, cases to collaborate with the
police in bringing offenders to jus-
tice, and it helps us to understand
why the percentage of hotnicides is
S0 much greater than in Britain.
The flabby sentimentality that sym-
pathises with the criminal, while
his victim moulders * forgotten, has e
no place in a well-ordered mind. I
should be disposed to lecture that
lady on the folly of attempting to
thwart justice: and I think I could
put up a pretty good argument,

Septem contra Mundum
In a brilliant article in a British
periodical, a writer endeavors to
show that the state of the world
today, is due to seven ‘“rebellious
snirits,” Galileo, Luther, Rousseau,
Darwin, Marx, Freud, and Einstein.
“Seven Against Man” is the title
he gives to his essay. As I have
fallen into a moralizing strain, I
will present the salient points of
his effort.
Previous to the time of Galileo,
human life possessed dignity. Man
regarded himself as the centre of
the universe. The constellations re-
volved around and angel choirs
sang for him, even if he were the
lowliest serf. He suffered a psychic
shock when he suffered himself to
be persuaded (by Galileo) that he
was more or less of an earthworm,
crawling on a seventh-rate planet,
circling round a sixth-rate sun, in
a fifth-rate universe. Galileo
smashed man’s physical universe.
Luther cleft man's moral universe
asunder. Wittingly or unwittingly
he destroyed the ony universally
recognized moral authority in the
Western world. “It did not matter
in the lopg run,” says the essayist,
“whether the decisions of Rome
were always rational or just. Better
an irrational or unjust law, than
no law at all.” He does not deny
that Luther had greatness and even
oenius, but concludes he opened
the door to spiritual amarchy.
Gaileo robbed man of his geo-
centric eminence; Luther destroyed
the universality of the moral law;
but the State still restrained ‘“la
bete humaine.” Original sin is the
beast in the man that snarls in the
jungle of the unconscious. Rousseau
substituted for this an ‘“original
goodness” that did not exist and
dissolving the most potent reason
for self-discipline, broke the tab-
lets of the temporal and the spirit-
ual law, Mankind has never recov-
ered from the catastrophe. It begot
the French Revolution, which in
turn, begot Ienin and Stalin.
Doubtles it destroyed some ancient
abuses, but the price ‘was too high.
Darwin struck the next blow, and
caused a second fall greater than
that from Paradise. “Human order
depends on the fact or the fiction
that man is the lord of creation”,
endowed with a soul and made in
the image of God. Darwin compell-
ed man to recognize himself as only
a super-ape.
Disappointed in the things of the
spirit, man clutched his enaterial
possessions. The soil, and the fruits
of his labor, physical and intellect-
ual, were still his, until over his
concept of property fell the grim
shadow of Marx| The previous “reb-
els” had left capital intact, che doc-
trine of Marx strips man of the
symbol and the reward of his lab-
ors. Wealth becomes a crime, per-
sonal property theft,

“Thus star after star went out
till the heavens were dark. But one
star—the star of love—still shone”.
Its radiance gave man not only bio-
logical warmth but poetry and ro-
mance. Sigmund Freud shows that
all affections became masks for

ticing that the sleeper had unburd

the polymorphous perversity of the

{ unchanged
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Western Cattle Markets

The recent heat wave in the west
resulted in a restricted consumption
of beef and a lessened demand for
good cattle. The WINNIPEG mar-
ket was slow, although a falr el
up of supplies was made
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ta markets were f{ai] active and
mostly steady, with CALGARY sell-
ing good to choice grass steers at
$6.50 to $9, and PDMONTON pay-
ing up to $7 for best steers and
heifers. The top at PRINCE AL-
BERT and MOOSE JAW was $7,
while SASKATOON had a oouple
of good dry-fed butchers at $8,
and the best of the grass steers
at $650 to $6.75. REGINA had &

about

few dry-fed steers at $7.50, and
grassers from $6.75 down. VAN-
CO was a ¢ ng market and
sold some steers 25¢ higher, with

the best of the offering making $7
to $7.75.
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Shipments to the south during
the week totalled 1,637 beef catile,
305 dairy, and 2921 lves. Total
exports to date t amount

to 63,163 beef ca
and 50,214 calves,
112,591 beef, 6950
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Saskatoon §7.75: Reg $71.50; and
Vancouver $9.65.
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Luther his moral v Rotssean his
discipline. Darw. s diy Marx
made his possessior Freud
killed love. One 1y only re-
mained—abstract ¢ v, “We could
still measure ow ignificance
against the stars; and effect

ruled alike the ations above
us and the met lism within us.”
Then came Einstein and all be-
came “relative”. Two and two were
no longer four: para’lel lines inter-
sected. Time and space assumed
wierd shapes or ceased fo exist,
Frustrated at every point,” man’s
desnerate efforts to crea!
certainty, have produc




