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have proved impotent when the heat
of the struggle is on." When we take
the blades of sin we have false wea-
One Cannot' Use that of Another But Just One’s Own---
. David's Natural Weapons ‘Sufficed to Slay the
Giant Philistine.

Pons in our hands. In the heat of
life’s battles these blades of sin will
fail us every time. k

Perhaps David was - tempted to
use Saul’s sword, as some of us are
tempted at times to go forth to fight
the battles of life with the
of sin in our hands. Methinks I can
see the shepherd boy take the jewel-
éd blade from the hands of the king’s
armorer. His face flushes with plea-
sure, his eye flashes, le runs his
thumb along the keen edge of the
blade, and he looks at the jeweled
hilt. ‘“What,’* says he—'‘is the king
going to let me have his own
sword?”’ But then David pushes it
aside and says, ‘‘Better a sling than
this cumbersome blade.”” So Satan
places the sword of sin_in bur hands.
We look at it. It seems to he a
jeweled blade. We say to ourselves :

than his noble sIré, There were two

great Scipios, father and son. Which

wulu the greater it is impossible to
11,
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| this sermon, taking his text from I -Lyman BGeCherg fame is no greater lie. lIt ‘;s inlyelhe swmf:! ofJ just one
Samuel xvii, 89, “I cannot go w'i,th 1‘.,hanL that of his son, Henry Ward theft or one deceit or one sin.”” We
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A weaponless soldier is a' defense- a family of artists who are all mas-

blow from that sword. Then we can-
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been telling us what kind
pons not to use. Now tell us the
kind we can go forth to fight God’s
battles with. How do we know with
what David’s sling we are to fight?
How did David know? What was his
best sling?’’ Well, my friends, I am
not here to tell your particular
‘“‘sling,”” but I am here to tell you
how you can find out about that
‘‘sling.”” As a rule, the sling which
you are to use in the battle of life
is the bne that you can wield the
easiest.
Let me illustrate my thought in a
simple way: When you were a little
child the first intellectual passion
your parents recognized in you was
your love for music. If some one sat
down to play at the piano and you

is a great musical genius that does
not prove that his son or sons may
not become as great musical masters
as their sires. Lord Chatham was
Premier of England. His son, Wil-
liam Pitt, was Premier also. But
though genius in one line of work
may pass from father to son and be
inherited that does not prove that
all sons are fitted by brain and temp-
erament to fight the battle in their
fathers’s armor or to achieve with
the same sword victories such as
their fathers won.

What is true in reference to law
and poetry is also true in reference
to the ministry., Great ministers
have had sons who became great

precision of the weapons as on the
vigor and prowess of the soldier. In
the Austro-Prussian war it was not )
80 much the valor of the soldier or'
the strategic ekill of the generals
that gaveé Prussia the victory as the
fact that the Prussian army had the
needle gun while the Austrians car-
ried the old fashioned muzzle loader.
Nor can  moral qualities take the
place of modern equipment. ‘Thrice
armed,” says the dramatist, ‘‘is he
who hath his quarrel just,” but
neither justice nor righteousness can
save a cause if the champions of it
neglect the material appliances of
military science. No general ever
had more implicit faith in divine
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the greatest pulpit orator of New
York city in his day. He died Dec.
26, 1829, A contemporary gives this
powerful description of this king of
pulpiteers who swayed his audiences
for Christ: ‘‘Taken altogether no
American preacher has combined
more impressive qualities., His as-
pect was on a scale of grandeur cor-
responding ‘to the majesty of the
mind within. Tall, robust, with a
head modeled after mneither Grecian
nor Roman standard, yet symmetri-
cal, combining the dignity of the one
and the grace of the other, with an
eye that shot fire, especially when

sides, ‘‘and keep your powder dry."
Fortitude and courage are needed
now as ever in an army, but the sol-
dier without effective arms is mere
food for powder, -

This fact was recognized in an-
cient times. Before the discovery of
gunpowder had made hand to hand
conflicts so rare as they are now
soldiers were clad from head to foot
in armor to protect them from the
blow of the eword or battleax or the
thrust of the spear. Thus when
David, the shepherd boy, went out to
fight the Philistine giant it seemed a
matter of ordinary precaution that

notes with your chubbsy fingers. For
hours and hours you can sit and lis-
ten to music. People say your are a
born musician, If I were you I would
develop that talent for Christ. I
would go and sing and play in every
sick-room I could enter. I would go
to hospital and mission hall and
church choir loft. To sing and to
play is for you to wield a David’s
sling. Develop that talent, brother,
Develop it for Christ.

What is your talent for Christ?
You think you have not any? You
say: ‘I cannot write or sing or play
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ed, with a forehead broad and high
and with a mouth and a chin expres-
sive of firmness and decision, 'Dr.
Mason stood before You, the prince
of American pulpit orators.’’ But
though John Mitchell Mason was all
that, his father Rev. John Mason
was just as «great. John Mitchell
Mason without doubt inherited the
pulpit genius of his father. But as
I read history where I find one min-
ister’s son who became a great min-
ister I also find a dozen ministers’
sons who won their fame in other
walks of life than in the ministry,

But the errors with which young
men choose their line of work are no
more reprehensible than the means
some of us use after our professions
and career in life

can develop that talent even more
than you can imagine. Your talent,
as far as I can make out, is to live
in the background of life and en-
courage other people to do their
work. It is very easy for you to say
pleasant things. Kcep on saying
them. Keep on your inspiring 1nis-
sion. Let the elder in the prayer
meeting know how much his prayer
has comforted you. Let your minis-
ter know how much his sermons
help you. The tired mother wants
you to tell her how finely her boys
and girls are doing. The clerks want
you to encourage them in their work
God knows how much you are need-
ed everywhere, just to keep on speak-
ing words of good cheer.

I would eneourage every man, wo-

fight wearing his ordinary shepherd
dress. King Saul said: ‘I will let
him go forth and fight in my armor.,
My helmet shall protest his forehead.
My coat of mail shall cover his chest.
My sword, keen as a Damascus blade,
with its jeweled hilt, shall be in his
hand. Come, armor bearer, place my
armor upon the champion.’’

This offer of Saul’s wa® an embar-
r t. The young shepherd boy
was unaccustomed to the cumbrous
armor. But the king’s offer must not
be rejected by a loyal subject, so he
submitted to be girded with the coat
of mail and the helmet to protect his
head. He must have looked as ridi-
culous as the pale, thin, consumptive
Alexander H. Stephens, that giant of
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mental power and great heart, ap- have been selected. man and child to develop for Christ
FlSh ! EELS' BASS AND CLAMS, | peared in his multitudinous  wrap- :;sgl‘?: o::O:;m"éo ofmore commtl)a- the one especial God given talent
pings of outer garments: When Lin- e Wweapons with which has been bestowed on each one

which wé are to accomplish that
work than if the explorer Robert Ed-
win Peary should try to reach the
North Pole in a sailboat fashioned
after the hull of the Santa Maria,
the flagship of Christopher Colum-
bus, or to fight a modern war with
out of date weapons like some of
those antiques to be found in the
British Museum.

It would be a mistake for minis-
ters to say: “We will not talk to the
people in a plain common sense way,
as Christ talked to his audience in
parable. We will not draw our illus-
trations from the incidents of daily
life and introduce those fresh illus-
trations into our practical sermons,
as Christ did when he talked about
the thieves on the Jericho 1road or
about the woman who lost a part of
her wedding dowry. But we will ga-
ther our materials from past ages

coln saw him at Hampton Roads he
said to his secretary of state, ‘‘Se-
ward, did you ever see in your life
such a pile of corn huskings wrapped
about one thin ear?’’

‘“Why,”’ said David, I cannot fight
in this armor. Saul may use these
weapons, but I am not Saul. Give
me my sling, with which I am ac-
customed to protect my sheep. . Let
me choose my own stones out of the
brook for ammunition. Lot me fight
for Israel with the talent God has
given to me to use.”’ My text says:
‘“And David said unto Saul, I pan-
not go with these, for I have not
proved ‘them, And David put them
off him,'t

David did right, The man who
fights - the great battle of life with
the natural weapons God has given
to him will win. The man who tries

of us to work in God's service, 1If
it is to preach, then let us preach.
If it is to teach, then let us teach.
If it is to pray, then let us pray by
the sick beds. If it is to give money
in his name, then let us give of our
wealth. The great trouble with the
world is that most of us are afraid
to do our best in the time God has
given us to do our work. We are
afraid to use our slings lest David’s
brothers might. laugh at us and ri-
dicule us. Be yourself, O .man. Be
your plain, natural self. Be it in the
pulpit, on the street, in the church
pew, Be it everywhere and God
will bless your work for Christ. Be
yourself, O woman. Be your own
sweet self, Be it in the kitchen, in
the parlor. Be it with your Sunday
school class. Be it everywhere. God
will' bless you when you use your
But remember
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