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Grads Christmas Night Dance
_ DECEMBER 25th
J NEW DOME DANCE HALL

Featuring Ray Simmons and his Clarinet Novelties
Dancing 9.30 to 2

Admission 50¢ plus tax
It's a Grad Dance
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tmas is with us once again,
Ma“;wlfnh it the troubles of editors
‘onristmas Numbers” who must
find something new wherewith to
tempt the jaded palates of their
readers. It would appear that in
the nineteen hundred years since
the first Noel. that all that could be
said has been said; and even the
urnalistic lights that inwvent tid-
ts of Norse and Teutonic mythol=
to account for the mistletoe and

the holly, seem to show signs of ex-
paustion. About the only novel ef-
fect noticeab’e in this year’s output
s the use of “Guil” for Yule;: but we
may let that get by if we remember
that the original users of the word
had no qualms about its spelling—
principally because they had no al-

bet.
Dh'fl‘here is, however, one perennial

source of interest remaining. In an|and there was some cessation

ever-changing world the Christmas
experiences of the older generation
will furnish notable contrasts to
that of the younger; and this leads
me to write of
mas long ago.

Wwhen I was a little shaver, six or
seven years old, my folkc received a
Jetter, inviting me into the country
to spend Christmas with my grand=
father; and while accepting the in=
vitation
visit would extend for the next ten
yeats. 1 had seen the old gentleman
annually, when he had his summer
vacation—a tall, portly man — he
stood six feet one in his st ngs— |
and with the instinct peculiar to
children and dogs, I had observed |
a good deal of benevolence in his
countenance: but he also possessed |
another characteristic of the “fine |
oid English gentleman. all of the

den time,” and that was a good |
yeal of determination. Hence his|
invitation was something of a com=

mand.

After changing trains at New=
eastie-on-Tyne, I at last, under the
kindly care of the guard, as the
train conductor was called, found
myself at a_small wayside station,
where grandfather with a two=
wheeled light_vehicle called a “trap”
awaited me. Then came a long, slow
drive of four miles, uphill all the
way, which brought us to his house,
situated about one thousand feet
above sea-level, )

Next morning, when I had time
to lock about, I certainly had the
time of my life—there was so much
to appeal to the inquisitive mind of
8 youngster. e house was a large
one — I coun eight ‘“‘chimney
mois” on the chimney stack and not
o)l the rooms had fires—and had
been built in the late 1830's when
the North Country had been much
disturbed, by the rebeliious actlvities
of the Chartists. The doors were
plated inside with iron, and an iron
bar falling into sockets on each side,
fastened them securely. The win-
dows had heavy wooden shutters in-
side which folded and swung back
into recesses on each side. The place
could have stood a small siege, and
perhaps the precaution was neces-

ng, Long Ago

By
BLYTHE HURST Sr.
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a memorable Christe |

qmmm:am}:s:a::
Two Days to Christmas

But I'm getting away from
story. It was two days to Ohrl?g
mas and the house was redolent
with the smell of warm spices, while
my aunt and the two maids were
as busy as hees. The Christmas
pudding, I was told, had been made
a fortnight previously and was now
hanging “to ripgn.” The Christmas
groceries had come in: they were
hauled from town, ten miles away,
by carrier, in large boxes with sides
nez_ulv three feet square, There was
not the variety of fruits available
at the festal season as there is now;
snothing but apples and oranges. But

there were all kinds of nuts, - and
plenty of them, and what more did
a bov with a healthy appetite want?

Well, Christmas Eve came at last,

f
| labor. The house had been bedec}?- |
ed with mistletoe and holly,

| for paper streamers and glass gawcs
| were then unknown, As I sat look-
ing out of the wipdow in the twi-
light just before “tea” (supper here)
1 was surprised to see a number cof
| lights spring up in the avenue of
| shade trees leading to the road=
| gate, They approached and pre-
| sently there was a knock ab the
| back door, and a quavering voice

they little thought that the | was lifted against the frosty air in

| doleful music. Then- one of the
maids—they were called “servants”
then, and didn’t care-—came in and
announced that Old Bettyswas at
the door. “Bring her in,” said
grandfather, and the mystery of the
lights was made plain. She had a
board or tray before her, supported
by shoulder-straps, and on it was a
number of candles, all alight, em-
bedded in pellets of brick-clay which
kept them upright. In the midst
was a tiny cradle with a doll in it—
the image of the Christ-child. (This
custom: must have come down from
the times when Catholicism was the
national religion of England, for
customs. die slowly in the North
Country). Old Betty obliged the
company with another carol and
was invited to stav for “supper” in
the servants’ kitchen, after which
grandfather (as I found to be his
custom in necessitous cases)
her two shillings and sent her on
her way rejoicing. Old Betty died
the following year and the custom
with her. She was the feminine
“Last Minstrel.”

To bed at nine of the clock, as
Pepys would say., Grandfather was
always last up, and wound the tal
clock at ten, promptly, his last act
before retiring. (That clock is tick-
Ang away as placidly, here as I write,
as it did in those far-off days and
scenes). At five o'clock the next
morning 1 was awakened by the
sound of voices “under the window.”
Then they broke into music. It
was only “Tammas” Anderson, the
sexton, and the members of the vil
lage choir, with more carols, but,
like Maggie Tulliver, in my juvenile
innocence I imagined there was
something supernatural )
affair, “and the image of men in

sary as there heen good cause
for alarm not many years before. At |
a village not far distant the miners |

been very turbulent, and a ru- |
mor having arisen that the leaders
were to be arres by a party of
dragoons from Newcastle, the “re=
bels” dragged an old cannon to a|
point where it commanded the main
roas and spent their leisure in forg-
ing plkes (spears) for use against
the men and caltrops (crow's feet
they called them) to lame the hors-
es, However, in this instance, the
troops did not come and the affair
fizzled out. J

fustian clothes was thrust away by
the vision of angels resting on the
parted cloud.” A big pot of coffee
had been put “on the hob" to keep
warm for the nocturnal singers and
aunt and
ter to them, but Tammas and the
male choristers voted for the ale
which was kept in a large barrel in
the outside pantry. Grandfather
didn't get up, but sent down five
shillings, which the party would no

doubt spend in riotous living later |

on, at the village inn. (Ale was as
common as tea in those days, and
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CRASWELL for Pnotographs.
CHRISTMAS TREE L&MPS 49c.
Toombs Music Store, L-637-12-23-11,

CONFEDERATION LIFE INSUR- |
ANCE, L-9789-7-21-31 |

OPEN TONIGHT and évery night |
till Christmas till 9.30: The Rzgr:’
Hardware, L-605-12-20-23,

NEW GENERAL ELECTRIC
Toombs Music Store.
L-637-12-23-11,

CIVIC TAXES — City's fiscal
year ends December 31st not Janu=
ary 15th as in previous years,
| L-81-12-5-7-10-12-14-19-21-28,

SALE — Christmas Trees
Phone 218-I, and
] 1752 or call at 31 Grafton Street.

‘ L-696-12-23-21,

CIVIC TAXES — Tax D&{N‘l are
reminded that the discount period
ends this vear December 31st, and
ngt January 15th as in previous
years,

| 1-81-12-5-7-10-12-14-19-21-28,
| CHRISTMAS MAILS FOR LO-
CAL DELIVERY:—Owing to hea

{ receipt of mails from the ma
Greeting Cards, etc, for Olty de-
livery should be mailed today if de-
livery before Christmas Day Is ex-
pected. The local Post Office has
worked twenty-four hours each day
this past week and all mails have
been delivered promptly, Shop ear-
ly, mail early and the post office
will deliver early.

! MARKET BUILDING CLEANED
—The Market Building in the city
has been given a general cleanup
and painting on the inside recent-
ly and many favorable comments
on its appearance has been heard
from the numerous visitors. The
main section along with the rest
rooms, wash rooms and other parts
has had its walls and floors scrub-
bed. Two coats of paint was ap-
.plied to the walls and the ceiling
finished in white. The cold water
paint permits washing thus elim=
inating - the necessity of painting
for a number of years. The cost of
the work was defrayed by increas-

ed reveaues in the departmant. It
is announced that the fish de-
partment of the building will be

overhauled later and next year a
plastic floor will be laid and all
tables covered with the same ma-
terial,

FOR BRITISH RELIEF —Mem-
. bers of the Church of Scotland and
| other interesting friends gathered
at the home of Mr. and Mrs, Har-
ry Desmond, Cambridge, Mass.,
| where a large amount of clothing
| was donated and a generous sum
of money given, to buy new cloth-
| ing, and all articles of clothing
| were packed under the supervision
(of the pastor Rev. R. I Westa-
| way and sent on the British Re-
| lief Ship. An enjoyable evening was
spent by all, violin music keing fur-
nished by Mr, Lorne Simmons and
Leah and Jessie Martin with gui-
| tars as well as Mr., Andrew Mac-
lDougall entertaining all in his us-
Iunl jolly manner. A delicious lunch
| was s d by Mrs. Stanley Camp-
| bell @ sted by Alma Luque, Eve-
lyn MacVittie and Mrs. J. Mac-
Pherson. The happy meeting was
| brought to a close by the former
\g]nnders singing of “Auld Lang
| Syne "

' Personals

. I the beloved words of Tiny Tim — so expressive of the
feelings of all at this particular Christmas — General
Motors joins Canada’s most famous daughters, in saying:

Mr, Percy Barlow left Saturday
to spend the holidays with Mrs, Bar-
low’s mother, Mrs, Whidden in Mil- |
ford, N. S, and Halifax.

Mr. Henry Smallwood, South- |
port, and Mrs. Boswell Jenkins,
Cross Roads, leave this morning

for Fredericton, N.B., where they
will spend the Christmas holidays.

The Misses Orva Gill and Nora
Harper have arrived from Ottawa
to spend the Christmas holidays ab
their respective homes in Charlotte-
town.

Lance Corporal Arthur Perry, of
! the R.C.CS., has returned to his
it after spendine his  furlough
with his parents, . and Mrs. E.
Perry, 50 School St.

TRINITY UNITED CHURCH

The pre-Christmas services of
Trinity United Church were es-
pecially appropriate to the Na-
tivity season, being rich in the
beautiful carols of the Christmas
time. The church was very beauti-
fully decorated for these special
services with trees and lights. In
the morning Rev. Mr. Miller spoke
on “The Nativity”. He showed
once again the wonderful signifi-
cance of Jesus' birth for the world
and appealed for a new and. fuller
realization of it in our lives. At
this service the choir sang the an-
them, “O Little Town of Bethle-
hem"—J. P. Scott. Two enjoyable
solos were also sung by Mrs. Roy
Cudmore and Miss Margaret

The annual candlelight carol
service of Trinity Church was held
in the evening. Special thanks are
due Mr., Kendall and the choir for
the excellent musical program. TWo
groups of carols were sung. ‘The
first group was: “Angels From the
Realms of Glory”, the solo part
being taken by Miss Sally Wood.
“When Christ was Born of Mary'
Free”, “As Joseph Was a-walking”,
“0 Little Town of Bethlehem.” The
solo parts of these last two were
sung by Miss Margery Wood and
Mrs. Roy Cudmore respectively.

The minister spoke very briefly
on “The Glory of the Incarna-
tion of Christ”. The glory which
shone around at his birth is re-
flected today in our wonderful
Christmas music and lives too in
the assurance it gives to every
Christian who thinks upon the
marvel of it.

as follows:

“See Amid the Winter's Snow”,
Mr. Arthur Heartz and Miss Berna
Huestis sang the solo selections.

“Carol, Sweetly Carol”, the solo
part_being taken by Miss Tait.

“The Holly and the Ivy”, the
solo part sung by Miss Talt.

“Ring out, Wild Bells.”

In addition to these carols a
duet of Miss Margaret Sterns and
Miss Doris Tait ve charmingly
sang the carol, “Where is This
Goodly Fragrance?”

LONDON .- (CP) — Tenants are
disputing their liability to pay rent
for houses they have been forced to
leave because of lurking time-bombs.
A London magistrate upheld the
tenants, but property owners want
their monev.

X rag | €NING. ;
The second group of carols was 'A Winter sea invasion by the Ger-
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Interpreting
the War News

By Kirke L. Simpson
Associated Press Staff Writer

{
Winter has come astronomically

for Europe

and with it prcphecies

from Lond:n that a triple-formed

German attempt to

finish off Bri-

tain will be launched—and defeated

—before spring burgeo
Prime Minister
supported

Parliament that to offset

ns.
Churchill
that prediction. He told

has

waning

German-Italian Axis war fortunes,

Hitler
at any rate W

“must d> something now, or
ithin two months.”

1t seems fantastic to assume that

Hitler’s high command
to a winter invasion

sent
except in desperation.

could as-
schedule
The risks

are great, the seasonal advantages

few.
The longest night of
that of Dec, 21-

the year iIs

22, From now On

the nights will slowly shorten and
the days lengthen until June,

Long nights

admittedly permit

pombing with minimized losses for

the attackers; but also
ly increased bombing
Britain has

endured months

with great-
inaccuracy.
of

night attack with no hint of weak-

mans, unless bombing had already

smashed British

morale, would h:ld

less terror for Britain than did the

invasion threats of
and_fall.
in three dimensions,
sub-surface,

last
British cha’nnel scouting
air,
has been perfected and

‘summer

surface ard

a fine art by six months of prac-

tice. That 4
army could

barge-carried Nazi
Jland in substantial force

without detection by night or day
seems wholly improbable,
Churchill warned that breathing

epells, for Londea or the

Britain from heavy

Nazi

bombing raids might be merely in

preparation for &
sault, That is possible.
is also D ssib'e

iculties of

reater air as-

that
ing

rest  of
night

It the
breathing spells are due to present
Nezi diff SUDpLY. fuel

oil and gasoline for U—boat
air fleets and at the same time
storing reserves at French, Nether-
land, Belgian and Norwegian at-
tack bases. Those difficulties will
{ncrease, not lessen in the months
just ahead.

The Danube’s 1750-mile water-
way that threads east and west
Europe together is Germany's main
route for transportation of Ruman-
fan oil. Th winter, it is iced and
closed for many weeks—the same
weeks when by British forecast, it
would be most vitally meeded to
sustain a Nazi all-out attack on
Britain.

Concentrated bombing of

Nazi

strategy. To what extent Nazi oil
supplies have been hampered can
only be conjectured, but beyond

doubt, it has done stme damage.
In December, January, February
and March, the North Sea and

English Channe] are normally tur-
bulent. Crossing them to England
with thousands of troops and heavy
war gear jammed into low free-
board, open barges wculd be diffi-
cult even unopposed.

THE BAPTIST CHURCH

The Rev. I. Judson Levy, BA,
took as the subject of the morn-
ing sermon “Following the Star’.
Ir. 8aint Matthew’s gospel, 2:9, we
read “Where is He that is born
| King of the Jews, for we have seen
His star from the east and have
come to worship Him.” Who were ‘
they? Why did they come? What |
did” they ~find? Saint Matthew |
alone tells of the wise men, jus®
who they were we do not Know.
They came from beyond Judah,

old faiths had failed and faded,
seeking certainty In a world of
doubt and fear, seeking a revela-
tion of God, seeking among a peo=
ple. who though narrow and in-
tolerant had held patiently, con- |
sistently to the worship of the Al-
mighty. As in our day, who live in
a world confused and fearing and
lacking faith, needing God, thesc
men came seeking. They found al

and | little city,

‘mnngcr and a little child, they |“Night of Nights" were expros-i
found the new revelation of God, |sively sung by the choir, Large LONDO
the OChrist of the manger, the |congregations were in attendance, | gone by tl

cross and the empt¥ tomb through | morning and evening,
whom the world will ]

Their

from the world outside, where the-H

a | “Infant Jesus” and Van De Water's

small and humble,

are we
win: throughi| - e len st
its doubts and fears to peace and to | =3 }l(‘ﬂs i
th%bmtv}\er}mod)of man, Th E t r G rd. |
he junior choir led in the

music of the morning, under the e as e n ua Ian
direction of John Inch, Mus, bac

freshly sweet young \'mu'sl
were heard effectively in the Po-

lish carol “Infant Holy”, and the

Fréench carol Mme. Marie Eliz-
abetti. The flowers on the com-
munion table were placed by Mrs.
H. S. Henderson in memory of her

21—(AP)

..*This column is reserved for |ON€S i
news of local interest, but adver- |Ing hi:
tising of a newsy nature may be 8
inserted at 2 cents a word, !

strictly payable in advance,

_.*HELP HOSPITAL —The Kingse

e
purchase small gifts of clothing and

3;21::%025&,‘)?\‘;;(1bgge:rliv:]('n‘l}]\-e 12:- il B, Co. Hospital, x{lunt.muonrc indebt ‘nth«-r necessities for the prisoners
portant rail junctions deep into | The evening sermon by Mr. | to the Women's Institute of Lower |they said
Germany, has marked British ‘Levv was an eloquent one with the | Montague for a very generous do- | B e

~L. | Minard’s removes dandruff.

subject “An Angel Song”. Yon's | nation of preserve.

e

BUY WAR SAVING
CERTIFICATES

WHILE OUR AIRMEN, OUR SOLDIERS, OUR

SAILORS ARE RISKING THEIR LIVES ALL OF

US CAN RISK A FEW DOLLARS TO KEEP THEM

SUPPLIED WITH THE EQUIPMENT TO WIN
VICTORY

HICKEY'S

BLACK TWIST
CHEWING

Manufactured by

HICKEY & NICHOLSON Tobacco Co., Ltd.

Charlottetown, P. E. L
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