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CHAPTER XII

In St Geor
{ing =& little e
Old Towne's quainter side streets
then, leavin, hind that ic-
turesque waterfront which
one side of St George’s Old
World looking square, they caught
the train. At a quarter of eleven
rted from Gall and Peter
In Hamilton, she to a florist's shop,
and he ostensibly to seek an old
friend at the American Consulate;
in reality he repaired to the King
Edward Memorial Hospital with all

speed.
Tt was there he met Dr, Gosling
and in silence followed the coroner
the hospital's morgue. Ughl!
ow noxious seemed reek of
disinfectants after Plunder Island’s
perfumed air.

“Have the police brought the
nightgown here that Miss. Fortier
was wearing?” Allenby  presently
inguired.

“Yes. This is Police Superintend-
ent Tyson,” Inspector Boyd said in
rresentmg a brisk, clear-eyed man
n neat white linens.

“As far as I am concerned, the
werdict will be ‘accidental death,'"”
Dr, Gosling announced when he,
the Superintendent and Allenby
gathered about a operating table,
upon which Patricia Fortier’ muf-
fied figure lay in the indescribahbly
collapsed attitude of the dead.

“A preliminary examination has
revealed that death was directly
due to a terrible fracture of the
medulla. The left leg suffered com-
pound fractures. Miss Fortler died
instantly— that is all”

's they went strole
ugh " some of the
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“I see,” Allenby murmured.
Where is the nightgown she was
wearing?”

Inspector Boyd produced the gar-
ment, somewhat torn about the
waist and bearing a few grisly red-
dish brown stains about the back
of the neck,

“Does anything aside from the ob-
vious damage strike you as queer
about this nightgown?” He pointed
gb the hem of the lustrous satin

e.

“Wondered  whether you'd no-
tice that, Major,” the Superintend-
ent said, nodding a private satis-
faction. “We were wondering just
why, if Miss Fortier was really
wandering around in the early
morning, the skirt of her night-
gown, was dry and her bedroom
g'ippers only moist.”

lenby’s respect for the Ber-
muda police rose still further.

“We worried about that a lot”
Boyd said, “until we figured out
that very likely Miss Fortler gath-
sred her skirt high to avoid wet-
ting it with dew.”

“A plausible ' explanation,” ad-
mitted the insurance investigator,
§s with great delicacy he surveyed
the nightgown’s bosom. The white
material was unmarked. “Here's a
fact you couldn’t be expected to
know because you weren’t at Free-
booter’s Hall last night.”” Grayish
brows merged into a single serious
line. Allenby replaced the evidence
s its hanger, “When Patricia For-
fer came to my room, on a per-
tectly proper matter, around twelve
o'clock she was wearing a night-
gown decorated with a good bit of
jace and a little blue bow. I re-
member ‘it distinctly. Please look
at the garment she was wearing
when she was found.”

A low whistle of astonishment
burst from Inspector Boyd. “Then
she rr:,ust have changed her night-

gown.
. “Rather looks like it, doesn’t it?
This one Is satin and tailored. Now,
good reason why Miss Fortier
would chanee her nightoown once
she had potten readv for bhed?”
Gave fixed on the stil, greenish-
white face so oblivious. to all the
discussion, he said more slowly, im-
essively, “Also, why shou'd that
ace trimmed ni~htgown have ut-
ter'v Aj-arpeared?”

“Nisapneared?”

“west T have hunted high and

Jow bnt it was not to be found.”
. A silence generated by intense
thovght dsscended uvon the autonsy
room and, involuntarilv. all eyes
gought the victim’s half shrouded
Tigure

“Would yru came to make any
observations?” Suverintendent Tv-
son wanted fto know. “I would bhe
deevly interestrd to hear them.”

“None. excent that m trving to
understand whv it was so imvort-
ant to someone for that original
nighteawn to disanpear. Do you
mi=A i¢ T examine the hody?”

Dr. Gosling gave him a pair of
rubber gloves then in silence the
witnesses watched him part the
gheet. to view tha nuds. once loves
ly fieure of Patricla Fortier. who
fese than twelye hours azo had ex-

ted that onlv havvine:s and a
one Vife 'ay hefore her.

Bitine his tongue to auell an at-
tack of naveen engendered by the
body's chill moisture, Allenby ex:
pertly commenced his examination,
Iollowing a long established routine.
iirst he played a small flash into
the meonth, Mten! serutinizing
lips, teeth and tongue then, find-
ing no trace of arfd  burns, he
ta on the torso . . « «

. Fmploying _gloved tingers, he
‘gent'y pushed up the tender flesh

ber gloves, Dr.
drily, “Tyson, in view of the
cumstances I shall have to revize
my verdict. I now find, thanks to
Major Allenby’s
Miss Patriria Fortler's death was
due to a stab wound inflicted by a .
person oOr per:ons unknow.

lmm;"*late steps do vou propose to

Inspector BOYD and Major

ing nothing, repeated the operation
with the left one. This time he did
not remove his hand, and Dr. Gosl-
ing, leaning suddenly forward,
gasped, "My God! Look, at that!”

The heads of the witnesses gath-
ered in a small, lense simi-circie
as Roger Allenby used his scalpel
to indicate a small puncture and
the tiny smear of blood which, ls-
suing from the wound, had spread
in a crease forined beneath the

breast.

“I think,” said he somtly, “if you
will resume your autopsy, Doctor,
and trace the course and extent of
this wound, you will find thatdeath
was caused not by the fall, but be-
cause someone drove a long and
heavy needle or a _ very slender
knife into Patricia Fortier's heart.

Twenty minutes later Dr, Gosling
nodded his complete - corroboration

of Major Allenby's prediction, and

Police Superintendent Tyson's look

grew grave indeed.

“Beastly Mess.” He frowned

“When people as prominent as the
Grafton are involved, it's a
packed with dynamite. By the bye,
Major, what did you think there in

case

the quarry gerden when you no-
ticed the skirt of the nightgown
wasn’t as wet as it should have

been?”

Roger Allenby smiled deprecat-

ingly. “It ocurred to me thatsome-
one had picked her up and carried
her. That was what made me un-
certain from the start, Of course,
the fact that Miss Fortier was des-
perately

afraid of toads and so
might "have been frightened over
the edge of the quarry was in the
murderer’s favor. But_that's a two-
edged fact. Would she voluntarily
have gone out walking if she was

so mortally afraid? She must have

known that at night, , especially

moonlight nights, toads come out.”

Deliberately strioping off hisrub-
Gosling remarkied
cir-

assistance, that
What

That the Police Superintedent’s

frame of mind was far from happy
anvone could have guessed by his
gait as be

small office.

clumped out into a

“Right now, Doctor. it s difficult,

almest imoose'ble to decide on the
best course.’ "Then he turned to face

Allenbv, “Being far more familiar

with the situation than anyone of
us, Major,

T'd avpreciate it it you'd
express any theories o Ssusp cions
yon may have formed. wWill you?”
Tilting back in his chair, Major
Allenby nodded. “You gentlemen
both nnderstand how unwise it is
make definite statements early in
a case, but this much T will say: I
feel reaconably ocertain, that Pa-
tricla Fortier's death is  directly
connec’.d with the death. or dis-
a-n~avanre, ~f her sister.”
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Inspector Boyd cleared his throat
and glanced af the Superintendent.
“1t was to investigate Jud?( For~
tier's death that Major Allenby's
company sent him dow, —here.
Weren't quite satisfied with the
verdict.”

“Who-handled this case?”

“MacKenna, sir, He's sailed home
on leave.”

“Lucky for him,” Tyson grunted,
stroking his jaw, his face dark
above the spotless white of his coat.
“Ha-hr-rumph! Major, please tell
me frankly. You would prefer to
continue your investigation -—-er-—
unassis f

“While Y'm certaln you wouldn't
hamper me a bit” Allenby said
with a ready smile, “I think it's
fairly obvious that I might be able

to accomplish more in the role of

of the right breast _then, discover- ' a_fellow house guest whose true
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smile. “Oh no, I use ‘mul
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ALLENBY

watch Dr.
protesslon'.g, I believe, as yet un-

GOSLING,

sus K

“Why do you say ‘I believe'?”

Faint irritatior sketched wrinkles
at the corners of Allenby's es.
“Well, you see Patricia was a little
indiscreet when she recognized me
from a picture her mother had
had, but I belleve I covered it up
quickly - enough,”

“Let’s hope s0,” Tyson comment-
ed acidly. I wouldn’t enjoy being
in your shoes if the killer guesses
who you really are. You were say-

in,

“I bglleve there is a
identifying the murderer.”

“By ‘murderer’ you imply  that
Patricia’s killer was a man?”

Allenb! flashed an  apologetic
erer’ in
reference to both sexes. Most news-
papers at home have given up

way of

‘murderess’ for the sake of brevity,
and I because I'm lazy.”

'w‘*“&’w“w"“wm....l'l ‘

CASE”, Some of them give
tion.
as you read the storyl!

Roger Allenby

clues most carefully!

dealer, and get a large package of OXypoL at thereg-  First—Cuts washing time 25% to 40% in tub or
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Now the modern camera joins the magnifying
1 lock Holmes as potent instruments of
carefully all pictures that illustrate

Clip the pictures from day to
instinet which is in most of us, you should be able to beat

to the dis covery of the guilty party or
Read the story from day to day and,
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cess! uppressed, “Who e:
could Rave sc:)xx',ried a girl so far?” Al ready

Politely Allenby gazed out of the
hospital's window ere he said, “On
the contrary, Doctor, Patricia For-
tier was neither large nor heavy.
Mrs, Grafton in an lished
horsewoman —rides to hounds all
the time at home; GCail 8
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crime detection., Examine

above all; examine its camera the result of & muud process that makes soap far

faster acting. a miraculous new formula that
; makes mild, gentle soap 2 to 3 times whiter washing
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0il Companies
Contribute to Safety

However alarming our natjonal
highway accident rate may be, and
however much it may ocall for de-
oisive action, if the story of safety
achievements could be adeguately
written, the oil industry would rank
high in the list of contributions.
In the face of public demands
the automobile owners have been
back advances
it be said to

ed every increase in power with a
corresponding increase in safety.
Models of today with all their speed
are actually safer than those of a

few %m 880,

But it is not enough that a motor

vehicle bullt safe. It must also
be maintained in safe condition,
and no one rea'izes this better than
the manufacturer,
* The ol refiner and compounder,
for instance, contribute to safety
by spel vast sums each year
in developing

alized fuels and
lubricants ying the extra
degree of protection that means an
extra measure of safety.

The oil
contribute to safet;
safe lubricants an equipment for
an economical universally
available lubrication service. With
a full sense of their responsibility,
they have invested milllons in
officient facilities —and mil'ions
more in educating their men to
rigid sbandards of service.

market!ng companics
by providing

CLIMBS HIGH DAILY

LONDON, —(CP — Running the
“1ift” in Westminster
lofty tower, John Farey is claimed
to be England’s No 1 elevator op-
erator, climbing a totalof five miles
dally.
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