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" PAGENINE

THE DANISH BRIDE WHO GAVE
" BRITAI HER GREAT HEAPT

—— e |

“Sea, King’s Daughter
loved of Nation.-
Her Life Crowde

Events—An Bxa mple to Womanhood.

The gracious lady whom we have
all known as Queen Alezandra—the
consont of His late Majesty King
Bdward VII,—has been called “the
most exquisite figure that has ever
graced the story of the British
Royal House.” Quletly and without
parade or show this “Sea King's
daughter from over the Sea” fulfill-

‘ed the high tests of her exalted
atation and was none the less a
tender-hearted woman’ because she
was also a Queen,

What Queen Alexandra has actu-
ally done for the British people can
scarcely be computed, a thousand
deeds must needs sink into obliv-
ion, but she has consistently be-
friended women and children the
unemployed soldiers and sallors hos
pitals and nurses and home indust-
ries.” Neither must it be forgotten
that Her Majesty has ever set an ex
ample of sweet and lofty woman-
hood coupled with absolute sincere-
ity in word and deed and that she
has set a lofty standard by her per-
tect domesticity and true mother-
hood.

iIt 18 somewhat difficult to believe
that two generations have elapsed
since Alexandra made her triump-
hant and never-to-be-forgotten entr-
rance into the heart of the British
Empire and the affections of its peo-
ple. During all his time the royal
lady had worked assiduously for the
welfare of the people, indentified
herself with their interests and sym-
pathized with them in itheir afflect-
fons. This long pefiod of Her Ma.
jesty's life has been full of memor-
able and historical events, and full
of the joys and sorrows common to
all humanity, Always, however, the
Bmpire’s love and reverence hag
‘been with her, and its love and loy-
alty was as surely hers in her last
years as it was when she shared
the throne of Great Britain,

When ‘Alexandra went from Den-
mark to England in 1863 as a girl of
nineteen and the bride of the heir-
apparent to the British throne, she
quickly won the hearts of the Brit-
ish people by her beauty grace and
charm. During the rest of her long
lita she showed so strong a sym-
pathy for the people of her adopted
country that the weight of her years
and sorrows only more firmly en-
deared her to the British public and
the people of '‘Greater Britain be-
yong the seas. The interest taken
in her was a personal one, in-
creased with every new story of her
kindness. i

.Lord Tennyson never spoke more
surely and prophetically than whepn
he addressed the bride of 1863 in hig
stately “Welcome to Alexandra”:

“O joy to the’ people and joy to the
throne,
Come to us, love us and make us
your own
For Saxon or Dane or Norman we,
Teuton or (Celt or whatever we be,
‘We are each all Dane in our wel-
come of thee,
Alexandra!”

A STRIKING CONTAST.

The contrast betwedn Great Brit.
ain as it was when Alexandra en-
tered the country as a bride, and as
it was on her death, is a striking
one. In 1863 there were no tele-
phones, no automobiles,no electric
lights,—only the quietness and calm
routine of the Victorian Age. The
flying-machines, the phonographs
and the wireless telegraphy of our
whirling days would have seemed
4n 1863 only such figments of a
fairy-tale as a flylng-horse a magic
carpet, or a magician’s feats of
bringing genii out of space to do
his will.

Mr. Gladstone speaking on some
special royal occasion in the House
of Commons, referred to the wife
of the then Heir Apparent in this
courtly phrase: “The Princess of
Wales has permitted the nation to
love her."The great statesman ftouch
€d the right note, and it was re-
echored throughout the British Em-
pire when Queen ‘Alexandra cele-
brated on March 7. 1923, the Dia-
amond Jubllee of her arrival in the
United Kingdom for her marriage.
‘On March 7, 1863, the Sea King's
daughter landed on British shores
@ simple-bred, unsophisticated girl
of nineteen, whose striking beauty
had been go loudly trumpeted
abroad that some disappointment
amight have been anticlpated.

This was felt by Mr. Justin Mc-
Carthy, but he has related that his
first glimpse of the lovely face of
the Princess Alexandra as sitting
beside her princely lover, she made
that never-to-pe-forgotten progress
through the cherring crowds of
‘London, dispelled all doubts. He
was, however, most deeply struck
by the sweet and beautiful spirit
which {llumined the Princess's per-
Tect features,

Charles . Dickens had the same
Ampression when, three days later,
on [March 10, he witnessed the
JMRoyal marriage in S8t. George's

hapel, Windsor. The tralned eye
of the great novelist saw in that
radiant vision of bridal beauty mov-
ing along the nave to the alter, one
destined, as he wrote, “to play her
party nobly.”

PLAYED HER PART NOBLY.

.

', And right nobly did she play the

part allotted to her by destiny. Pic-

tute upon plcure rises from the

‘past. We see her holding her first
rawing room at St. James's Palace

rmm tely after her marrlage,

with 'perfect dignity and ease, do-

ng the right thing with wonderful

% tion in tllgt/pqoum throng, of
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From Over Sea” Be-

A Gracious Queen.—
d With Momentous

to her, strangers in a strange land.
It took three hours for the com-
pany to pass the throne and the
Princess was fresh and smiling to
the end. Again we see-her arriving
at the old hall at Sandringham as
the *“squire’s ibride, and in ithe little
village church she partook of her
first English Communion on the
Easter Day following her marriage.

In the London season shich suc-

ceeded she hegan her wonderful
rsign at Marlborough |House as
Princess of Wales leading society
in place of the sorrowing Queen,
and performing innumerable pub-
lic dutles with tact and charm and
always ready to respond to the call
of the suffering and needy.

She lived before the world, too,
as a devoted wife and loving moth-
er, creating a beautiful home life
around her. In the evening of her
life, grandchildren and gregt-grand-
children brightened her widowed
condition at Marlborough House
and ‘Sandringham.

For the comparatively brief in-
terval of barely ten years—1901-
1910—Queen Alexandra adorned
the position of Queen ‘Consory at
Buchingham Palace, a period full
of anxious care regarding King
Edward’s health after his nearly
fatal illness on the eve of the Cor-
nation in 1901, This was ithe second
time she had seen her husband at
the gate of death and thelped to
nurse him ito lifte again.

It is ifmpossible to recall here the
wide fleld of Queen Alexandra’s
personal aativities. The list would
be too long. But it is hardly too
much to say that there has scarcely
been an institution:scarcely a hos-
pital, society, or club, scarcely a
movement or an appeal which has
for its aim the non-political re-
form of some injustice, the allevia-
tion of misery, desititution, or fll-
fortune, the cure or prevention of
sickness or the reward of humble
courage, (that cannot bear witness
to some direct or indirect act of
sympathy .or assistance. To feed
the' hungry, to clothe the naked,
to heal the sick, to bring consola-
ion into the homes of mourners, to
open out an avenue of hope for the
wounded in life’'s battle—these have
been the cares of Queen Alexandra

an
Alexandra
Main, a long, large palace which be-
| longed to Mary's grandfather, the
\Landgrave Frederick of Hesse, and '

@ s |daughter Mary was some years
older than the little Dane, a great
affection sprang up between them

d many were the visits pald by
to Rumpenheim-on-the

where several Royal
were helped forward.

Many stories show how careful
the young |Princesses were in the
matter of dress, a matter concern-
ing which Alexandra felt a healthy
interest. One Danish lady is said
to have overheard her saying
“Mamma, I have worn that pink
80 often, may I not have it dyed
lblue?” Another is to the effect that
she asked her mother why she and
her sister Dagmar did not have
muslin dreyses such as a girl, they
knew wore, and was told that that
kind of muslin cost 8o much to get
up. The Princess wisely said no
more, lbut later pointed out to her
father the beauty of a particular
muslin dress which, alas- she could
not obtain. The father more sym-
pathetic with the childish desire
than with the economic barrier to
its fulfilment, persuaded Princess
Loulse for once to give the girls
the frocks they wished for,

courtships

A FATEFUL MEETING

When Prince Albert Bdward, son
and heir of Queen Victoria, was|
but nineteen, a friend drew from|
his pocket a photograph, intending
to show the face of his betrothed.
Instead he drew out a portrait of
Princess Alexandra of Denmark,
one which greatly interested the
young Prince. The next day, call-
Ing  upon the Duchess of Cam-
bridge, he saw the same face in

|

miniature on her table, and thus
began his first interest . in his |
Princess. In the autumn of 1861
the Prince went to Germany, and
there In the cathedral at Speyer he '
saw a party approaching bim, 1. |
the midst of which was the fair!
face he 80 much admired. The
young people were introduced to:
each other and went round the
cathedral togather, That this meet-
ing and a subsquent one at Heldel
berg were not altogether accidental |
'8 shown by the fact that the
Prince Consort entered in his diary |
—'We hear nothing but excellent|
accounts of ‘'the Princess Alex-|
andra....The Young people seem|
to have taken a warm liking for
each other.” The death of the|
Prince Consort, in 1861, put aside
all thought of marriage, and it was
not until nearly a year had passed
that the Prince and Princess again
met, and then at Rumpenheim. A
little later an arranged -meeting
was. made at Belgian Court, by
which . time rumor had so spread|
that at a picnic to Villar's Abbey a|
number of country girls dressed in
white pre?euted a bouquet to the
young Princess. The Prince was
most ‘lover-like, and when Alex-
andra made a sketch of the ruins
he promptly took possession of it.|
Queen Victoria visited Brussels in|
September, 1862, and the betrothal
took place at the Palace of Lacken,

The betrothal was announced in

throughout her long stay in the
country of her adoption, Close ever
beneath the surface the womanly
heart throbbed in sympathy with
life's incidents  and acclidents, and
Queen Alexandra was not less her-
self when bent on some - half-
stealthy errand of mercy, and
when, scarcely more richly dress-
ed than the little one's nurse she
comforted a child in a hospital
bed, than when, in all the splendor
of her royal position, a blaze of
cataracting diamonds and pearls
she stood beside the late King on
the dais of the Throne itself.
Through all her life's work ran
the same golden thread of tactful,
often of silent intervenions. Many
and many a lame dog has gone re-
joicing on his way again, all ig-
norant that the hand that helped
him over the stile was that of the
gracious lady whom ithe world has
known since 1910 as the Queen
Mother,

HAPPY CHILDHOOD.

Princesa lAexandra Caroline
Maria Charlotte Louisa Julia was
the eldest daughfer and second
child of Prince Christian of Glucks
burg and iPrincess Louise of Hesse.
At the age of sixteen Prince
Christian was received as the adopt
ed son of Fredericck VI. of Den-
mark, and eventually came to the
throne of that country as Christ-
ian IX. His home before his acces-
sion was the ‘Gule Palace Copen-
hagen, and here his eldest daughter
was born on December 1, 1884, She
was named Alexandra, after the
sister of Alexander II. of Russia.
The life of the Princess and her
sisters was very quiet and domestic
her father's income being so emall
that many economies had to be
practised; thus the children were
in the habit, when coming in from
a walk, of changing their pretty
frocks “for less spoilable overalls,
they were taught to be tidy in their
own rooms and learned how to
make their own clothing. They had
a resided Swiss lady as governor
and various professors taught
them different subjects. Alexandra
recelved her firsgy English lesson on
January 6. 1868. During their child
hoods Hans Anderson, the Danish
fairy tale teller, was writing his
charming stories, which the child-
ren read eagerly—a sure incentive
to good behavior being the promise
of “The Ugly Duckling” or “The
Marsh King’'s Daughter.”

“]| SHOULD LIKE TO BE LOVED"

When Prince (Christian became
Crown Prince his summer palace
was Berstorff, a white chateau in
the woods with miles of deer for-
est beyond a Meautiful place both
for children and elders. It was here
that one day, when the Princesses
were entertaining their friends,
they began talking of the future and
the things they would best lfke.
One wished to be clever and renown
ed, one to have great wealth and
power, one to travel far and see
the world; but Princess Alexandra
sald, "I should like above all ithings
to be loved.”

When the Princess was but ten
years old she was taken to London
on a visit to the Duchess of Cam-

London on the eve of the Prince's
birthday, and directly after this
the young Princess went on her
visit to the Queen, and, with the
help of Princess Mary bought the
greater part of her trousseau. Cop-
enhagen was en fate for davs be-
fore the Princess left, and the Dan-
ish people subscribed 100,000 kron-
ers as a dowry. Alexandra in her
happiness gave 3000 thalers to be
divided as  dowries among six
poor Danish brides.

JOURNEY TO ENGLAND.

All Copenhagen, in full dress,
was in the streets to bid the Prin-
cess adieu when she started on the
morning of Feburary 28, 1863. At
Antwerp the Victoria and Albert
met her, and at Flushing the little
yacht was saluted and 'surrounded
by British men-of-war. They lay
that night in the Channel, every
veesel glowing with colored illum-
inatiogs. At Margate, at Sheerness,
and 'Southend the welcomes were
warm and when early in the morn-
Ing of March 7, the yacht lay off
Gravesent the great battleship
Warrlor still guarded it. By nine
o'clock the Thameg in all its width
was crowded with small boats and
steamers.

W. M. Thackeray, who saw both
the entry and the wedding, wrote:
“Since womankind existed has any
woman ever had such a greeting?
....Imagine beacons flaming, rock-
ets blazing, yards manned, ships
and forts saluting with their thund-
er, every steamer and vessel, every
town and village fromi Ramsgate
to Gravesend swarming with happy
congratulation; young girls with
flowers scattering roses before her;
staid citizens and aldermen push-
ing and squeezing and panting to
make the speech and bow the knee,
and bld her welcome!” That morn-
Ing she dressed to receive her
Prince in ‘mauve Irish poplin a long
purple violet clock bordered 'with
sable and a white bonnet-trimmed
with  rosebuds, Albert Edward
allowed no ceremony to mar their
meeting. At the saloon door upon
the deck, to the huge delight of the
multitude of watching people he
took h's hetrothed’s hands, and
kissed her on the lips. When she
landed at Gravesend sixty Kentish
girls strewed her path with flowers,
and the whole rallway line to the
Bricklayers' Arma—that old Roval
entry into London-—was gay with
bunting, Crowding the stations,
Ppeeping over the hedges, the peo-
ple watched for a glance at their
new Princess, and cheered every-
one and everything, including the
Barle of Caithness who drove the
train,

A procession headed by the Lord
Mayor and Sheriffs, was afterwards
formed, the route traversed being
via London Bridge Mansion House,
St.  Paul's Churchyard, Fleet
Street, Piccadilly, and Hyde Park
to Paddington. It was observed that
the Prince of Wales pointed out to
his flancee her future home—Marl-
borough House—and also the resid-
ence of the Prime Minister—Lord
Palmerston—in  Plecadily. Over
17,000 Volunteers lined the route
through Hyde Park. From Padd-
ington the Royal party travelled

bidge, and went to a party given
by Queen Victoria at Buchingham
,-Pmﬁo., Though the Duchess's
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to Windsor, where Queen Victoria
was waiting to vn’
daughter-nlaw,

#t oo

Empire-wide grief is being
iier Norfolk home, Sundringham.
ex-Empress Marie of Russia, and
shown as she appeared' at the time

Familiar Pictures of the Late Beloved ‘Queen Alexandra

expressed to the Royal Family upon the death of Queen Alexandra, at

In the pictures at the upper left
below, in one of her most recent

Two days later the Lord Mayor
and other members of th Corpora-
tion on lbehalt of the citizens of Lop
don, presented to Princess Alex-
andra a diamond necklace and eaf-
rings: valued at £10,000. On t
tollowing da¥ (sarch 10 1863) t
wedding took place in the Chapgl
Royal Windsor in the presence of
very numerous assembly. This wag
the first marriage celebrated at
Windsor since that of denry 1 in
1122. The ceremony was most im-
posing, everything wael capitally
managed, and not a single hitch oc-
curred. Queen Victoria was conspi-
cuous in deep mourning < in the
'Royal Closet. ‘Nothing could, b¢
more picturesque than the scene
when, amidst the sound of drums
and trumpets, the procession, with
all the gorgeous hues of uniforms
and beautiful toilettes, moved up
the nave. Each Princess, on reach-
ing the dais made a profound obeis
ance to the Queen. Both Prince and
Princess spoke their vows very dis
tinctly. As soon as it was over the
| Queen hurried back to the Castle

and receiving them kissed them
both “and then” as it was said,
-‘followed them upstairs like a

little suivante.”

Queen Victoria attended by the
Hon. Mrs. Bruce, took no part what
ever in the brilliang ceremonial,
The bridesmaids—eight unmarried
daughters of Dukes Marquises and
Earls—were Lady Victoria Scott,
Lady Diana Beauclerk, Lady Vict-
oria Howard, Lady Elma Bruce,
Lady Emily Villiers, Lady Agneta
Yorke, Lady Feodorowna Wellesley
and Lady Eleanor Hare.

After the ‘geremony the great
company went to breakfast at the
Castle, but, curiously though the
elite of society and many members
of the Diplomatic 'Corps were pre-
sent none of the Royalties appeared
at the fea;t a matter which caused
great wonder among the foreigners
who could not understand the ex-
treme desire of the Queen for seclu
sfon and privacy.

WON PEOPLE'S HEARTS.

From the day of her marriage
no word other than good was said
of Alexandra. Of her, many stories
are told, and all alike tend to show
the kindness of her heart, the
strength of her goodness, and her
appreciation of humor. Even the
sad Queen malted under her influ-
ence, It is well known that Queen
Victoria clung to all outward show
of her woe, and Princess Alex-
andra tried often to get her to
dispense with the heavy, warm dra-
peries, 'Once she persuaded Her
Majesty to let her alter a bonnet re
moving a quantity of crepe and do-
ing the necessary re-trimmings. The
Queen took it back wth a sigh kiss-
ed her daughter-in-law and—to the
surprise of those who knew-—wore
the bonnet,

Early in January, 1864, the Prin-
cess, who was then living at Clare-
mont, joined a skating party on Vir
ginla Water, and that evening to
the consternation of all, a little
Prince was born. As he had not
been expected so soon there were
present neither doctors, nurses,
nor bables clothes, but Lady Mace-
lesfield and Dr. Brown, of Windsor,
who had been sent for hurriedly,
were invaluable. For want of
clothes the Princ’s first suit was a
layer of cotton wool kept in place
by a flannel petticoat.

‘The Danish German war was a
very painful event for the Princess.
During its progress an equerry
read out one morning at breakfast
a telegram announcing the success
of the Austro Prussian forces. Her

and it is said that the Prince rated
the equerry soundly. We are told
that at that time a visitor a Wind-
sor asked the little Princess Beat-

Royal Highness tburst into tears,|

one of the last photographs taken with her husband.

of her marriage to King Edward, then Prince of Wales,

she Is shown with her sister, the
pictures, At the night above she is

I would like to have Bismarck's
head on a charger.”

SYMPATHY WITH SUFFERING.

We hear much of the Princess's
kindness in visiting hospitals.’ Once
at Great Ormond street Hospital,
London, the children were discuss-
ing who had the best Christmas
present. A child of nine put an end
to it by saying “I.was here before
in the summer and the -Princess
of Wales came to give us all flow-
ers. Mine were tied with a ribbon—
a ribbon she had .worn, .mind!"
After a minute’'s impressive pause
she added, “I've got it now.” A
clergyman in the east-end, London,
told once of a ribbon hung over
the fireplace of one of the poorest
dens treasured ever since the Prin-
cess had given it to a child in hos-
pital. At another time when going
through the London Hospital, the
Princess of Wales took her' bou-
quet to pieces, and gave each pati-
nt a flower. When the Prince and
Princess visited Earlswood Asylum
all the immates were confined to a
portion of the building which was
lot to be shown. The Princess ob-
jected to this on thé ground that
she felt no disinclination to look
upon any form of - physical or
mental suffering in the alleviation
of which she could take an inerest
It was Her Royal Highness, too
who one day went to the London
Hospital and offered to instal the
electric lamp which is essential for
the new cure of lupus.

When the Princess wasg expect-
ing the birth of her third <¢hild
she fell ill with acute rheumatism
and inflammation of the knee-joint.
It was many months before she
could walk, and then only with a
limp.

When the Prince and Princess
went to Ireland in 1868 a pair of
white doves were presented in
in Kingston harbor to Her Royal
Highness. These, later, found a
home at Sandringham, where some
of their descendants are still flying
about,

DINNER A LA TURQUE.

In 1869 the Prince and Princess
of Wales went up the Nile, and
were royally entertained by Ismail
Pasha who among other luxuries
gave them solid silver beds to sleep
upon worth £3,000 each. Twice the
Princess dined with the Viceroy’s
mother, some of his wives, and his
eldest son. They all set “a la Tur
que” round a silver table about one
!root high. A slave beautifuly dress
led put the dishes one at a time up-
on the table, the first containing
chicken broth and rice. At a signal
from the hostess each person pre-
|sen_t pulnged a spoon made of tor-
toiseshell and coral into the bowl,
and ‘all ate together. A large piece
of mutton fellowed from which Her
Royal Highness had to tear pieces
with her fingers and put into her
mouth, and so on through twenty
courses of mavories and sweets,
| When coffee was handed round the
cups were one mass of diamonds,
and the long ‘Turkish pipe and
adigarette-holders, which etiquette
demanded that the ladies should
use had each a mouth-plece cut
from single ruby or emerald. On
her second vieit, the young Turk-
ish Princesses dressed the Prin-
cess and the attendant Mrs. Grey
in Turkish veils, painted their eye-
brows, and draped them in thin
silk cloaks or burnouses, which
they begged them to keep as souv-
enirs; and thus the two ladies
ldrove home, i
They went up the Nilg on a
|barge named the Alexandra, which
was towed by a steamer. One
night when the Princess had re-
tired the Princg who was on the

come her future rice what she would like as a pressteamer saw a. light reflected, on
i miia.. WDt After whispering with Prin- the side of the barge

ﬁumm

cess Alexandra she replied “Please alarm the Princess and Mrs. Grey

were hurried off to the shore, and
the fire, which had origin ated in
a lighted and forgotten candle was
put out by himself and his suite.
The wooden boat was scorched by
the flerce sun, and there wae a
great number of cartridges on
board, so that a terrible danger
had been averted.

AT SANDRINGHAM.

~

At Sandringham, their Norfok-
home, both King and Queen (as
they became in 1901) were intense-
ly loved.and respected. Many are
the stories which the country peo-
ple tell, not the least amusing be-
ing of an old woman whom Alex-
andra  found knitting stockings.
Taking up a stocking which was
ready for the heel, the royal visit-
or said, “I'm eure you can’t do the
heel as quickly as I can; I rather
pride myself on the way I can knit
stockings. 1 have just made a pair
for the Prince.” The woman, in as
astonishment interrupted her with
Well, well! and 0 the Prince wear
stockings! Ah, Your Royal Migh-
ness only me and you who makes
‘em know the ’'orrible’ oles ' the
men de make in the ’eels, to be
sure.”

It was at Sandringham the
Princce lay ‘ill almost to death in
1871. Mrs. Tennyson wrote of the
Princess at the time—'Anxious
telegrams ahout our Prince. Touch-
ing accounts reach us of the Prin-
cess; her speech failed her from
anxiety and when she was allowed
to go into the Prince's room she
stood for hours looking at him
through the hole in the screen’”
The Prince's groom, who caught
typhoid at the same time, and who
died, received dally visits or mess-
ages from Her Royal Highness,

It was at Sandringham too that
the Duke of IClarence died twenty
years later a sorrow which the
Princess bore with marvellous self-
restraint and  sgelf-forgetfulness.
She sat by him to the last and
when a short time before his death
he asked “who s calling me?” she
answered gently, “Jesus is calling
you dear.”

Some time after his death the
Princess met an old woman totter-
ing under a load ot parcels, which
as carrier, she was distiributing to
her neighbors. “The weight is too
heavy at your age,” sald the Prin-
cess. “Yes, you're right, ma'am;
I'll have to give it up, and then I'll
starve, Jack used to carry them
for me.” “Where is Jack now?"
“Jack, oh, he's dead, he's dead!"
cried the woman ih a burst of
grief. The Princess hurried on, in
tears herself, and a few days later
a‘neat cart drawn by a stout dont
key was taken to the old woman's
door as a gift.

There is a story among the coun-
try people that the Princess boxed
the ears of a village boy who was
tormenting a cat. “I'm sure Mother
did not do such a thing,” said Prin-
cess Maud on hearing this, “but I
think she would have liked to have
done.

One day the Princess saw a tir-
ed, modest looking girl standing in
the hall at Marlborough House and
inquired her business. She had
brought hack some children's gar-
ments, The Princess, whom the
girl did not know, examined and
praised the work, and drew from
her the fact that by becoming an
expert worker on the new sewing
machine she hoped t® be able to
save enough from her earnings at
the shop to buy a machine for her-
self, then she could work at home
and provide her mother with some-
thing more than bare bread. On
Christmas morning a handsome
sewing machine and a basket of
delicacies, with a note, saying that
they were a “Christmas gift trom

Alexandra,” were left at the girl's
home, o
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and below,|

THE CORONATION.

The long reign of Queen Vict-
oria closed with her lamented
leath on January 22, 1901. The
coronation of King Edward and
Queen Alexandra took place in
Westminister Abbey on the morn.
ing of " August 9, 1902. The scene
was even more brilliant than that
of their wedding. The Queen, per-
haps the most beautiful and digni-
fied of all the Queens crowded in
Westminister, was anointed upon
the head only, and was both
crowned and anointed kneeling. At
the moment of crowning the peer-
esses, with a rhythmical move-
ment of their white arms placed
their crimson-capped coronets up-
on their heads. When Her Majesty
had received the sceptre and the
ivory rod, supported by the bishops
she advanced from the altar bow-
ed reverently to the King and took
her place upon her own throne.
The Holy Communion was admin-
istered by Archbishep Temple,
who was feeble with years; and it
may be because though heé had
crowned the King, the Archbishop
of York, Dr. Macasan had crown-
ed the Queen, that after administ-
ering the Communion to His Ma-
jesty he carried the cup away to-
wards the High Altar until remind
ed that the Queen was awaiting
his offices. ;

‘Early in 1906, King Christian of
Denmark was taken ill at luncheon
and died during the same after-
noon, and Queen Alexandra with
her two sisters, the widowed Em-
press of Russia (mother of the
late Czar Nicholas 11.) and the
Duchess of Cumberland, went to
attend the funeral. When the coff-
in was carried from the palace to
the church the last tribute to be
taken from it was a large cross
twined with delicate pink roses,
violets and white lilac, and cn the
silk ribbon which had been wound
about it ran: “From thy three
daughters, who love thee ahove all
else, and are so deeply stricken
with grief.—Alexandra, Dagmar,
Thyra, Farewell, farewell, until
we behold each other again.”

DEATH OF KING EDWARD.

After a reign of ten years, King
Edward VII died, on May 6, 1910.
The Queen bore up ‘wonderfully
under the blow. The married life
of Their Majesties had been a
singularly Mappy ome. Numerous
storles illustrative of the devotioa
of Their Majesties to one another
are current, but - none perhaps
which ' impressed more powerfully
the popular imagination than that
which told of the ceaseless vigil
maintained by the Queen and the
unending anxiety which she mani-
fested during the terrible weeks of
suspense which succeeded the
postonement of the coronation.

Six children were born to King
Edward and Queen Alexandra,
viz:

1. H. R. H. Prince Albert Victor
Chritian Edward, Duke of Clar-
ence and Avondale, K. G, K, P,
born January 8, 1864; died Jan-
uary 14, 1892,

2. His Majesty King George V.,
born June 3, 1865; succeeded the
throne on May 6, 1910.

3. H. R. H. Princess Louise Vict-
oria Alexandra Dagmar, Princess
Royal, - born [February 20, 1867;
married July 27, 1889, the Duke of
Fite, who died January 29, 1912.

4. H. R. H. Princess Victoria
Alexandra Olga Mary, born July
6, 1868.

5. H. R. H. Princess Maud Char-
lotte Mary Victoria, Queen of Nor-
way, born November 26, 1869;
married July 22, 1896, Prince
Charles of Denmark, elected King
Haakon VIL of Norway, November
18, 1905.

6. H. H. H. Prince Alexandra
John Charles Albert, born April 6,
and died April 7. 1871

GRACIOUS TO THE LAST,

After the death of King Edward
Queen Alexandra lived in retire-
ment until the period of mourning
was past; but in 1912 resumed
again to some extent her public
appearances, She was president of
the London Hospital, and on many
occasions proved by her gracious
acts how great a pity she felt for
humanity's- sorrows and sufferings.
In fact Her Majesty mnever dis-
played more graciousness than in
her ceaseless activities to ligten
the burden created by the Great
War. As Colenel-in-Chief of two
regiments she had identified her-
self with the combatant side of|
war; but she was more associated
with the art of healing the wound-
ed woldiers for one of the more
admirable organizations in the
fleld was Queen Alexandra’'s Im-
perial Nursing Service, establish-
ed by Royal Warrant in 1902. Over
and above that Her Majesty had
identified herself with every work
to ameliorate the conditions creat-
ed' by war displaying an amazing
energy, made easy in her case by
the inmate graciousness of her
charming personality.

In all she did, and in all that she
prompted others to do, there was
an unfafling simplicity and com-
monsense. She did not care for
show or ceremony as ends in
themselves, yet.there has been no
Queen or Princess who has filled
the Royal part more splendidly
when occasion demanded it. There
is a story not well known, perhaps,
as it should be, that some years
ago a prominent American, who
had demanded an argument in fav-
or of monarchy as against his own
republican system, was answered |
by some quiet man in the laconic)
phrase, “Queen Alexandra.” After|
due consideration the American's
reply was equally laconic: “That's
80."

In June, 1914, before the out-
break of the World War, she: re-
viewed 10,000 London Scouts. Af-
ter war had commenced she took
the deepest interest in the work

ees in dustries,—was %ieaded by
the King and by Queen 'Mothes
Alexandra. 1In  Jamuary, ”&
Queen Alexandra was nvm‘lhp‘”
a Dame Grand Cross of the

of the British Empire. She attends
ed the wedding of Princess Mary
and Viscount Lascelles in Febuary
1922, and was present at many
social  functions held in 1923,
“Rose Day, celebrated annually'in
Her Majesty’s honor, had a specfal
significance in 1923, after Queen
Alexandra had resided for sixtx
years in England.

She crowded many activites into
a day. One day in 1922 she appear-
ed in public at the Cart Horse
Parade for prizes in Regent's
Park; then at a concert in ald of
workshops for disabided soldlers,
and finally at the Richmond Horse
Show. But she made to concess-
ions to advancing years. She sel:.
dom went out of an evening and
she went to bed early, usually
playing a game of ‘“‘Patience” be-
fore retiring.

In the evening of her beautiful
life after 'ts days of regal triu-
mphs, inte spersed with personal
sorrow, Qi en Alexandra lived jn
the hearts of the people as the
Queen Mother. She delighted to
gather. her family and friends
around her at Marlborough House
and ‘Sandringham and was still as
playful as of yore amongst the
children.

HER RECREATOINS.

Her Majesty had & great nume
ber of recreations, chief among
these being music and photo.
graphy. She was an accomplished
planist and a great lover of the
opera. Although an excellent wat-
er-color painter. Her Majesty gave
more time to photography, at
which she was quite an expert.
For a great many years she had
taken snapshots of all the places
of .interest on her travels, and she
possessed a valuable pictorial re- ,
cord of her extensive ‘jolarneys.
She had also numerous family
groups, pictures of celebrities and
Royalties that would fill three of
four dozen albums. Queen Alex-
andra also took great interest in
drawing with silver and gold
points, and had in her possession
several of the delicate studies in
silver point, the work of Charles
Sainton. The entire process of this
form of art was expained to her
Majesty many years ago, and this
knowljledge added (wvery much o
her interest when she made pur-
chases of th's kind to put with h
already large collection.

HER FAVORITE FLOWERS. b

While a lover of all flowers, it
may be said that carnations and
roses held first place  in Queen
Alexandra's  heart, particularly
the former, the ‘Malmaison variety
being the one she invariably fay-
ored. In fact, it was due to Her
Majesty wearing this flower con-’
stantly that it came to be 80 popus
lar apd so greatly cultivated.
Queen Alexandra had - also a
strong liking for sweet peas, ee-
peclally those of delicate shades
and tints, Her rooms were alway®
filled with lovely blossoms of every
description, and she herself took
keen interest in the arrangement
of these, often putting the finish-
ing touches with her own hands.
Her Majesty was also a great
authority on gardening and haad
done much to revive the fashion
of laying out beds of the one flow-
er in varying shades. Herbaceous
borders too were a form of decor-
ation that Queen Alexandar very
much liked, and these were great:
ly in evidence in her gardens both
at Sandringham and Marlborough
House. 'Thp Qlleen also -favored
the dwarf Japanese trees, and had
one so small that it was kept in a
glass case eo that Her Majesty
could watch its slow growth,

HER PREFERENCES.

'Soon after her marriage, Queen
Alexandra wrote in a scrap-hook
list of her preferences:—

The ftavorite King and Queen:
Queen Dagmar and Richard Coeusr
de Lion, :

Her favotite*hero: Wellington,
Her tavorite poet, Byron,

Her favorite artist: Sir Joshua
Reynolds.

Her favorite author,
Dickens,

Her favorite virtue: Charity.
Her favoite colo:r Blue.

Her favorite dish: A French tart
Her favorite flower: The rose.
Her favorite name: Mary.

‘Charlea

Her favorite occupation: Read.
ing aloud.

Her favorite amusement: Driw’
ing my ponles.”

Her favorite motto: *“Dieu et
mon Driot."”

Her favorite locality: Home.

=ves. while
—— e

Nothing in connection with the
Royai Family has more endeared
them to the people than thelr af-
fection one for the other. Thore
is indeed grief In the Royal Palace
this day at this leave-taking of the
late Queen ‘Mother, It has been ob-
vious for a number of years that
the Queen Mother, mode! as she
was for all the womanhood of the
nation in her high ideals of person-
al character, lor sweetness of
nature, her gentle and generous
heart, was gradually weakening
physically, and about a year hgo it
was formally announced that she
would no longer be seen at e
functions. But ardent affection—
that of the King, her devoted son,
and his royal consort, as well as of
their children shielded her jeal
ously, but alas! no human love can
stay the Shadow which {8 Death, In
her life she saw many tremendous
dhanges — thrones totter and fall,
and with them some who were dear
to her. Peace {0 her sleeping and
undying honor, to her eweet and
well loved name-Alexandra, Queen

done by the Red Cross Soclety and
by other orgamization to alleviate
the sufferings brought about by
the war. In 1915 she visited a num-
ber of hospitals and Institutions,
The King's National Roll for dis-

Proclamation

ed by Royal
ugust, 1919 for the purpose Of She'll

abled ex-service men.——hilll'l‘:.km when the

Mother: i
“If a star were confined fintd
a tomb '

Her captiva flame must nee
‘burn ¢ o

1d that locked heg
up &lv :
- 8hine  the all thg
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