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Dr. Robertson’s Address
At P. W. C. Closing

students so large as this body is,
not all have been successful, | th 3 3
| the rations of the farm are

couldn’t be expected that all would. | opera 5
Among our number-are some that,
for some reason or another, have
not used their opportunities to the
We must remember that the
occasion, the situation, is a trying
e the |
have left home for |

The following is the report of
the year's work given by Dr. S.N.
Robertson at the Prince ‘of Wales

commencement exercises Friday,

Mr. Premfer, the Hon. Minister
of Public Works, the Hon. Minister
Worship the
Mayor of Chdrlottetown, the Hon-
orary President of the Alumni As-
this Institution, the
s and friends of the stud-
that have come out this morn-
Ing to our closing exercises, we' bid
¢y welcome. We
vou are mak-
is well worthy of
1-have lived and
that
your children up
we hope that
e

of Agriculture, ‘His

sociation of

nce and guldance
given

t you will rece
performance wil
ce of all that

long period of history.
nr and see the pro

d with it at present will
encouraged to continue
good work,

Come as Relfef

Bt of course
cisrg eome I

the closing exer-
to the teachers
s 6s a great re-
to be no more
paration for
extending sofar
le the others
ere Is to be no
4 gotting up In the
and hurrying off to the
and no more long, ted-
oom exercises going on
the point of exhaustion.
ow relaxed, and the
nothing forever and
H to continue on for
vs, at any rate.
ed in that fashion any-
e is a climb, and “climb”
oper word, because the
o[ life doesn’'t run along
1 a level and it certalnly doesn't
ow in an easy downgrade, Life's
i ot one long, tedious, ex-
effort, Rather ~do we
1ts of life by short,
. efforts followed by a
iod of relaxation on the levels
t we thereby attain. There is
no doubt that we this morning,
d to look with con-
to the arrival of

Y

f=N

Rhythm of Nature

Our lfe s, as we said, Just to
v what you might call the
im of nature. We have to
ive our winter preceding the
we have to have our day
the night, and we came
t September girded and
for anine months’ strug-

have
that

Ve come now by a
t. We have toiled
r cent level, and
'ith that satisfac-
down our work
ve a holiday.
nas during the ses-
acla large body, We
or more students
and gone. All have

o

have had very
1 for the per-
duties, No epi-

¢ of disease has troubled us—
s one—but we have had
ndividual cases of i11-
. continued illness. In
to two of our
h a promising young
a promising young wom-
re removed during the ses-
1 we have done a very
v quantity of work, The
acquitted themselves
fon to thelr teachers
teachers in Prince of
ge, they say, are exact-
ing k 1t i3 perhaps an un-
founded report—I was going to say
e sation"—but work is sup-
nosed to go on apace in the in-
titution, and eertainly © the stu-
lents have responded to all the
jiests of their teachers, and they
z out from us this morn-
a large hody of students that
e given their teachers a large
nt of pleasure in their daily
perf 1ances; and the teachers
will follow them out, and wish that
the world may early find out just
hat the real worth of these in-
dividual students really s, and
that ill welcome. them and
m,
I could talk more lengthily on
just “what the magnificent attitude
: varfed conduct of the student
hody of this institution really is,
but T think perhaps it is better
left to the imagination than to
any few words that might fail to
express it.
Not All Successful
Now, of course, in a body of

they

appreciate

‘A GAVE MAN!

Jump out of bed full of life. Say
good-bye to dull, tired mornirgs.
Help yourself to glowing health.

Get rid of tired, ulu1rhh. bad-taste,
headachy mornings. Follow the example
of thousands who have regained full
health and energy with Frult-a-tives.
The pre-rrlrﬂnn of a famous Canadian

t-a-tives contain extracts of
fruits and herbs and act to bring normal,
healthy lyer action, stimulating the flow

of blle, helolnhhuralher vital or, .a

leanse . th, mination tract ol tes
and polson . tend to purify the blood
of polsons a ids. Frult-a-tives' unique,

c|
tonic effect brings new en new health,’
So wit-n-tives - toduy. " F. snigy
everywhere. Cost is ?:w. Zk.’“ﬂ iy
LIVER '

FRUIT-A.TI VES rasiis

| the parental care and

| that watched over them |
A R aems e uld red the number of fail

¥ /n,. ¢ igl 11 His Wor- | co reauce - 1841~

A D, acc B Tgnt Ia 2 | ures that life is filled with if we

| ship the Mayor that it is not, by

are so many distractions—so many

reasonable and proper crop. What
is the good of attempting to do
anything with an animal that is
already spoiled by early neglect
and early training? Al that can
be done is only to make passable
effort of it. But if we could keep
| the process going at the properly
| seasonal time, for tillage and all

done in due season,” what a mag-
| nificent crop, not a weed, not a
| seed that would fail to reproduce |
itself and reach its full and proper |
development, !
That would sound very much to
our clergy like universalism, but |
certainly we could bring. through |
a ‘great many more students, I |
should notuse the word “students” |

| but bring through a much larger

number of men and women. Wc

had a proper way to reform our
system. |

vou
ive your students a
ing or entrance into

Inndl

| take their

place for the good teacher is in

is more or 1
assistance of
required.
haps, while that may be true in

and Grade Two and Grade Three |
and Grade Four, where
practical general
the part of the pupll,

tive curiosity i

to know and anxious to find out.| school exercises are not directed
That natural curiosity, that native
curiosity, is very strongly marked,
The energy is there,
had a proper person at the wheel
to keep the machine going in the
right direction, 1
tremendous
;ery short time, and
Ave appearing in the Prince
Wales College these et

been so much
natural advantages that the com-
munity should
them,

overhauling of

| posed as a penalty. Enjoyment is
| the line of natural development.

WAKE UP LIKE.

we do not call them |
hat have been tothe
ery one of them is .
But they zm-’ The medical profession—look at
so that yery | the long term of preparation that
4 precedence | 1S required if a persoh is going tc
the institution, | staisfy the demands of the profes-
t here in this | sion, and look after graduation at
y | the tremendous amount of post-
! e | graduate work that has to be done
to them in 1f the medical man is to satisfv
work, but rather | the demands of the individual pa-
of teachers | tients that may seek his services
n our class system. | And what is true of the medica’
1s . vou can | doctor s true also of the lega
it t quite a | Profession, and it is true in the
g people | agricultural profession, and it i:
themselves. true in the ¢! al profession, Th~
only place I know of where youth
and immaturity are no barriers 1.
work is in the school room—per-
haps I should say the school room
of Prince Edward Island, as tha:

Preparation Necessary

very
m, no

Acute and Chronic

suppose, what

you m acute 5es 8
The doc s patients ! would be more definite. You sav
acute and 'our schools are doing good work.

chri the acute | Those young teachers are doing

- for heir experien- | marvellous work.,
ces in Pri Wales last Sep-
ber they had a good healthy Credit to Parents

ory, t were always able to
educational meals and I don't believe you are giving
they had perfect educational di- iDTOD(’l' credit to the parents when
gestion and assimilation up to that | You are estimating the amount of
time; but things went wrong with | work the school performs and who
them. As I say, other factors came |8 the agent that does it? It is
into their life, and the result is |the parent at home that studies
just what I have described—fail- | the child, that sees that that child
ure where success might naturally | has the environment that school
have been expected. " !work demands. The parent at

Now, these cases, T am glad to 'home is the greatest assistance to
say, are not many, but we would the young teacher in the schoo!;
like if the number could be re- | and were it not for that parent at
duced to the disappearance point | home, I belleve we would have a

if possible, ( much larger failure to report in |
! our public school sysetm of Prince

Tracing the History | Edward Island,

Then, there are others that the Teachers of the Past
medical doctor setsdown as chron-
ic cases. The trouble, while it may

have broken out in the first year | coming worse and worse. I think

work of Prince of Wales College, | any person that looks at the edu-

perhaps may have shown {tself | cational system at the present time
more or less definitely at the time f must realize the last twenty, thirty
of the -entrance examinations to ' and forty years have produced a
the Prince of Wales College, At @ tremendous change. I wouldn't
any rate, the medical doctor in- | like to increase the number ot
vestigates the history of the case, | vears in case the audience might
and he finds on tracing back that | feel I was reminiscent; but years
there were times in the 9th grade | 820 we had in our schools, in the
and in the 8th grade and in the
Tth grade, when the paper was | ber of cholce, experienced persons
marked by more lassitude and list- | Every village school and many of
lessness, and he might go tracing | the strictly rural districts had
back further, teachers of maturity in the school.
g as well as teachers of native and
natural ability to develop greatly
These persons not only ministered to
the school and to the children that
perhaps to the primary grade, | came to their schools, but the:
That is the place where T think | were the standards to which al’
most young minds are derailed and | Younger teachers joining the pro
g0 astray, in the primary school, = fession looked, and they were th:
the primary grades. There has idealsby whichevery young teach-
been an old delusion that the  er sought to improve ' himself
The doctor's methods—attend our
Teachers’ Convention, get assist-
ance from them in private conver-
sation or in public discussion.

The Primary Grade

I belleve the difficulty goes back

the senfor grade because the work
difficult and the
capable teachers fis
But I think that per-
Unsuitable Exercise

some measure, the good teacher |
properly belongs in the primary Now, any person looking over
school, especially in  Grade One | OUr present school teacher body

will see that a tremendous change
there fs ' has been wrought, and the conse-
helplessness  on | Quence is that we have got a large
[body of children that ought to be
In school, that have lost interest

There 1s a great energy an -
e b d na 1
i in the SC]]OOI ex(ICiSﬂs bCCﬂuS(‘, the

in the ‘child seeking |

by proper pedagogic development
in the teacher, exercises that were
altogether unsuitable for the child
at that particular grade. Now, as
that goes on, it naturally becomes
worse, and I think that if we lnok
about us and see our countryside

If you only

you would attain
distances in a very,
we w ¥

ouldn't | ersons that are really unprepared

persons that | YO 1ve their life, we ought to feel

have been pressed alon, forced to consider some change
than passed along to ”g'm, m:]};:: and see if something more could
rooms, these persons who haye | 10t be done for the ordinary child

I am not afraid for the million-
aire’s child, I am not afraid for
the child of the educated parent.
The wealthy man is going to sece
that his child gets a proper
education. The educated parent
is - going to see to that, too.
He is going to increase his min-
our istrations at home. He is going to
machinery, We have g(;!gu:,g“g;]:,l- see that despite all handicaps, his
in mind ‘that education and the | Child is going to Be properly pre-
development of the native, inborn; | Pared to live a useful and enjoy-
abilities of the child, that educa. | 2ble life.

tion runs contrary to nature. We
must bear in mind that the hum-
an. being is just a human animal
living among other animals and
getting his pleasure, his enjoy-
ment, in this nature round about
him. Effort and sacrifice and
modification of plan and method,
these are all demanding work on
his part; and if we read the story
aright, work, you know, was im-

deprived of the

have provided for

Overhauling Needed

We certainly need a tremendous

Overcoming Environment

You have just to look over, as
we look over, the history of the
studenfs that come to this institu-
tion year by year, to notice how
they trace back to certain ante-
cedents, the son or daughter of a
former student. Much more often
it was the mother that was the
student and that looked to the
proper education and development
of the child, and kept it interested
by the success that attended the
child’s effort in Grade One, Grade

Now, If education runs co Two, and saw to it that the
to natural disposition and m’;%lr::f child’s curlosity travelled along good
tion, isn't school teaching, then, a | ®nd Dropes lines, and so brought
difficult task? This {s the most | the child, despite all difficulties of
Important  work this world knows | environment, along to the time
—getting  those  young people | When after passing at every grade,
started right, keeping them en- | he Would come to Prince of Wales
couraged while their ecurlosity is | College and pass all his examina-

Contrary to Disposition

SUIl active, and easily molded, and | tons readily and easily, because |

directed through proper channels, J the work in Prince of Wales Col-
Tsn't the school t(r-’achvr's business | lege 1s directed and measured by
the most important business that | Persons of experience, by teachers
we know of? What is the good of | Of experience; and every parent, T
attempting to do something with
a crop that i{s half grown? You
can't bring in the process of treat-
ment that is going to give you a

statement that with reasonable and
native ability, and with reasonable

has little if any difficulty in pass-

Now, that naturally goes on be- '

teaching profession, a large num- !

and our town streets filled with |

*

perform a social function peculiarly and definitely
their own. Anyone in need of work, a home, help
or certain goods turns to them naturally. They are
at once the greatest and busiest employment
agency in the world, and the market-place for
every kind of commodity and service.

When skill seeks opportunity, or when
employers require ° competent help, they make
their wants known through the classified columns,
The meeting place of employer and employee, of

% * *

CANADIAN

DATLY

liateways Io Upportuanity

The classified columns of the daily newspapers

alike.

columns,

* *

buyer and seller, this section of the daily news.
papers is one of the greatest aids to the economical
and efficient operation of household and business

Today more than two million readers of the
Canadian daily newspapers, when confronted with
an urgent need, instinctively turn to the classified

The value of this service to the individual is
incalculable and every year it becomes a more
important feature of the local daily newspapers.

» %

NEWSPAPERS

e e B S S s s

x

ing the examinations that are set
reaching the standard of this in-
stitution,

0

Community Falling Down

And so, the fact that tracing
back our student body year after
year we get back to certain famil-
fes, shows how far the community
is falling down in doing its proper
work educationally in this prov-
ince.

Now, I know that the members
of the Government are anxious to
make all the changes that can be
suggested in looking towards the
betterment of our educational sys-
tem, ~All that they need is the
voiced demands and requests of

think, has to bear support to our

effort in his daily work, every child,

the parents that conditions should
be improved, that children should
| have a proper chance, that they
| should not be condemned while
| they are still infants or children
| to ‘an unsatisfactory living and
life. They should not be on the
outskirts of olvilization and on the
edge of privation and starvation
all their lifetime body and soul.
Now, if our parents throughout
ths province—and youcan't appeal
to all the parents, but you can
appeal to the educated parents, the
parents that are at present seeing
| to it that their own children are
| etting  proper advantages — if
| these parents would only take a
wider view and would look onto &

his children,
child—and I use the term respect-

in legislation,

larger horizon and set about doing
something for the other person's
children, seeing
school would provide the oppor-
tunities that the day labourer coulc
not provide in his own home foi

to it that the

the education and development of
s0 that a Jabourer'

fully—would have a fighting chancr
to grow up into a reasonable man
or woman. That is what we re-
quire in Prince Edward Island, and
we require it at once,

Of course, when things go bad.
everybody rushes into revolution.
In Russia things went bad and

! they felt that they had to pro-
| ceed to all

extremities if they
would get a chance to introduce
the ideal system. In Germany
things went bad, and they found
out the causes were the Jewish
people among them, and as soon
as they get all of them extermin-
ated they expect the millennfum.
Everything went bad. In Spaln
things are bad certainly, but it
would seem as if the nations of
the world felt that constructive
work could not begin in that coun-
try until all the inhabitants were
killed off.

Same In Education
Now it is the same way In edu-

cation, just as it is the same way
And we have the

same thing in the financial world.
Things are wrong there and there
are all sorts of remedies. We get
perhaps one extreme remedy in
Alberta, and we get another on¢
applied by the financlers that are
trying to hold onto the gold stan-
dard. Everything is wrong, and it
is wonderful that things should be
wrong educationally, and that re-
medies just as wild should be sug-
gested as the cure?

I think if we measure up the
siturtion and bear in mind that
this human nature of ours is pret-
ty much the same in 1937 as it
was in 1837, and every time we go
to church we find that the human
nature that is described there in
the characters that are discussed,
is pretty much the same nature we

 find within our own communities

in 1037, So that the education
and development of that human
nature could not vary by revolu-
tion. T would not like to use the
term evolution, but it should be
the change that life produces.

Life Varles Slowly

Life, you know, varies very slow~
ly in that life is only possible in
that variation, not the extreme. So
we must bear in mind that
education needs its changes, but
that they should not be revolut-
fonary or extreme. It may be the
subjects of our curriculum are not

Just what they ought to be, or it

may be that the emphasis that is

put upon certain subjects may not
be the proper emphasls;  but T
can't believe that in 1037, where
we have a continuous story of the
world’s doings and of the human
race’s attainments away back In
the early stone ages, 1 may say T
can't believe that we have abso-
lutely failed.

I cannot believe that in Prince
Edward Island, that a small prov-
ince as we are, that we are to be
the persons that are going to bring
in the changes that the other parts
of the larger world do not really
support. So remembering that in
Prince Edward Island we are just
part of that story of man’s prog-
ress, and man's elevation has been
a continuous one, that it has gone
along by the easy changes such as
we find in life, we ought to feel
that when revolutionary methods
and suggestions are made, that a
question mark certainly should be
placed and a pause be made be-
fore we make any great serious
change.

Proper Fitting Necessary

T just wish to say that as I talk
along in this fashion, our students
that are leaving us this morning
may feel that perhaps the whole
thing 1s a great large mistake,
They read the story of the troub-
led condition of the world and the

unemployment that reigns here and
there, and they wonder just wherd
they are going to fit in, and W8
have no doubt that a great many
of them are filled with discourage
ment as they look around abou
them. I was much struck by 3
statement that I saw attributed
to a very prominent man, tha
there never was a time in the
world when a man properly fit ha
a better chance for advancemen
than at the present time. I Dbe
lleve 1t is true. As I look over thd
unemployed as they come benea
my inspection, I find that nind
times out of ten an easy expland”
tion can be given that the person
has not been properly trained Of
developed for émployment, that he
is largely, nine times out of (€
irresponsible.

Question of Livelihood

And so I would say to the st'i
dents that are going out ro::ln..
you have not made a mistake in .
veloping yourself through youro
intellectual development, You m
bear in mind that you are lvlw
out into a world that is social, o
mingle with human beings, men“
and enemies too, p?r‘: 5;3;1 have|
got to play your .
not find the physical part such
great one as is the moral and

(Oontinued on page 9)



