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F We believe that Fox Ranchers are

more deeply interested in

HIGH NET RETURNS

—FOR—

ILVER FOX PELTS

—THAN IN—

GiIEAP MARKETING SERVIGE

We Welcome
COMPETITION

and invite

COMPARISON

SI

A Fair Comparison of Net Returns js the only
standard by which to measure the relative value
of the services of different Marketing outlets.

In addition to our regular SUPERIOR .\L}R-
KETING SERVICE we are the Only marketing
organization with a

Permanent Resident

Representative

In London and Europe. This man does not
merely visit an occasional Auction — he is ON
DUTY EVERY DAY DURING THE ENTIRE
YEAR, devoting all his time to YOUR INTER-
ESTS. He will maintain daily contact with all
Sales Houses, with the buying Fur Trade and
with our Head Office.” Such a combination
must inevitably SPEED UP SALES and render
even BETTER SERVICE. Our representative
was for 20 years with the firm of Fred’k Huth
& Co., which was recently absorbed by C. M.

Lampson. During that time he was in charge
! of Huth’s General Catalogue which in con-
junction with his activities in the Private Sales
Department brought him in contact with the en-
tire Fur Trade. He represented Huth & Co. on
the London Fur Exchange.

The appointment of this representative is in
keeping with our policysthat “THE BEST WAY
TO GET BUSINESS IS TO DESERVE IT.”

2T

Cash Advances arranged.

Free Tags, Bags, etc., on Request. :

Mail charges are allowed and Express Charges
paid on all pelts shipped to us.

Rt S

All pelts whether mailed or expressed are_in-
sured under our Blanket Policy from the time
shipped to us. :

Prince Edward Island Fur Pool
Limited
P. G. CLARK, Pres. and Managing Director
Summerside, Prince Edward Island

In Montague:—
R. W. STEWART, Clark Bros. Store.

TIMELY NOTES ON
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The December 1st issue of the
Maritime Farmer, published at
Sussex, N.B.,, has an excellent
I write up of the Provincial fox show

at Charlottetown by its Editor-in-
chief, W. J. MacLeod. These are
short extracts:—“The show from
first to last was remarkably inter-
esting and was no doubt the best
held under the auspices of the Fox
Breeders' Association., The week
was a trying one, the weatherman
handing out a snow storm, zero
; weather and altogether undesirable

travelling conditions. Both ex-
| hibitors and spectators, 'howevar,
| never grumbled.

oy

|
| Onme of the outstanding features
of the whole show was the fine
spirit of give and take sportsman-
ship, or whatever you like to call
it, that was so completely in evi-
dence all through the exhibition,
The directors of the show, the of-
ficials and the exhibitors co-oper- }
ated fully  in making this year's |
event outstanding, It 'is this kind
| of good will that means much in

ve It
k of comradeship and
sportsmanship that is caus-
ing the Charlottetown Fox Show
to undergo .development and be-
come the most popular feature of
its kind in the whole world.”

Dr. W. A, Young, in charge of
publicity and other important mat-
ters in connection with Fromm
Bros. Silver Fox Farms, Hamburg,

] Wiscor has forwarded an article
from e azine  entitled
“The Silver Fox”, which while de-
voted largely to the firm's opera-
tions and fur sales, yet g other
interesting information which we

believe our readers will be glad to
have, -

“The production of silver foxes
this year in the United States will |
be In the neizhborhood of 150,000, |
Less than 100 of these will be caught

in‘traps. The 1 born last spring

and raised on f: will die from

a few drops of carbon-tetrachloride

squirted up their noses with an oil

can or from having their ribs step-

suddenly stop-

own the back of

their legs, down' the length of their

white-tipped tails, and their pelts

will be peeled off. their carcasses

dried out, ground up, and sold as

fertilizer.

Already silver fox pelts are be-
ginning to reach the market and
by next fall when the selling sea-
son ends the rest of the skins
should all be sold. If the 1937 prices
are as good as those of 1936, these
150,000 skins will have brought
about $8,000000, which is a little
over 13 per cent. of the annual
$60.000,000 U. S. raw pelt produc-
tion. The average wholesale price
for each one sold in the fur mar-
kets will probably be around $45,
with a high price of $500, which is
about the price ranges of sables,

i The silver fox is valuable today
because it is the one fur that is
flattering to female faces of all
description; a fact that generally
outweighs any woman's prejudice
against wearing what everybody else
scems to be wearing. The silver
fox neckpiece has indeed become
almost a commonplace, but in the
last three years the stylists have
worked hard on scarves and capes
to keep it a distinctive fur. Thirty-
five years ago the silver fox was

valuable because it was a rare na-

tural  freak, and in those days a

cape of twenty pelts—which today

might retail for $3,000—would as

|
) In Charlottetown —
i J. A. WEBSTER, 156 Richmond St.
! A
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: ! My Cieaning of Silver Fox Furs is
; Indorsed by the Best Breeders

Have your skins cleaned and you will
realize best prices.
Prompt Service—Personal Attention

EMMETT GAVIN

136 Kent St.—Morell Hotel Warehouse
CHARLOTTETOWN

easily have cost you $30,000, if in-
deed you had been able to find
twenty well matched pelts.

The live silver fox looks like a
dog and acts like a cat. It is an
unusual color offshoot of the red
fox, requiring in captivity as much
coddling as an undernourished in-
fant. Because it is a hairline breed
the silver fox is a frail and nervous
animal, commonly susceptible to
some twenty-six ailments, most
frequently encephalitis  (sleeping
sickness) and distemper, a kind of

SUPERB SILVER

MALES
BECAUSE

The GRAND CHAMPION ADULT

i 1932 ** * SUPERB SILVER
™~ 1933 "2 SUPERB SILVER

™. 1934 "+ SUPERB SILVER reents
™ 1935 ™ trom SUPERB SILVER Farents

™ 1936
The 1st Prize Medium Adult Male
was a SUPERB SILVER.
The 1st Prize Pale year old Male
was a SUPERB SILVER.
The Reserve GRAND CHAMPION MALE
was a SUPERB SILVER.
The Borden RESERVE CHAMPION MALE in 1935
was a SUPERB SILVER.

The last male sl.r‘ed two first, one second, one fourth and the
Reserve Champion year old male at Charlottetown this year.

MALE

12 % ""*.‘ Pt | R R e T Y

ffer medium, light medium and pale pups for $100.00 each with
(vsv :romfrre oonsec'uuve generations of selected prize blood. Also 2

pale adult polygamus males.

enoxes [), ST-RLING MacLEAN 7omvs
582-J. CHARLOTTETOWN 12 MONTHS
“IF SUPERB THEYRE BRED RICHT"”
YT .,

pneumonia that will kill off from
15 to 20 per cent. of a fox farm-
er's crop every year. Losses from
encephalitis are almost as heavy,
in spite of a partially effective
antitoxin that has been found for
this virus, which attacks the tissue
covering the brain,

The color of the silver fox's fur
is determined by selective breeding,
but a careful and elaborate diet is
necessary to keep it the right shade
of silver black. Tt seems to thrive
best on horse meat, beef, fish,
cereals and vegetables, with meat
and fish products forming 70 per
cent. of the diet during the winter

ON FOXES AND ALL
BEARING ANIMALS
PULVEX killx instantly all fleas, lice

and ticks and prevents immedinte re-
Infestation.

KILLS THEM OFF AND KEEPS
THEM OFF,

| Order from your Fox BSupply
| House or Druggist,
Canndian  Distributors:
CANADIAN

CO-OPERATIVE
YOOL GROWERS
LIMITED

And Fromm and Nieman may reap

think that there is any possibility
of glutting the market, in
case they would add the surplus fo:

months, The daily ration is about
a pound of these foods prepared
in hash form and the cost of
feeding one animal for the eight
months that it is alive will run
between $10 and $15, depending
mostly on the local price of the
broken down horses that are used
for food. Add to this about $20 for
the cost of labor, insurance, pro-
perty taxes, kennel maintenance,
serums and disinfectants, and you
can see that an average price of $456
per pelt would not leave the big
time fox farmer much margin to
take care of losses both from sick-
ness and from poor pelts, called
“culls” which may seel for as little
as $5 each.

T

The more than 4,000 U.S. farm-
ers who are spending all their
time raising silver foxes have com-
petition aplenty. Canada has 6,000
ranches and produce about 10 per
cent. more pelts than the U.S. breed-
ers. In England there are ninety-
two registered fox farms and in
London the English fox breeders
now hold’ an annual show of their
prize live foxes, and Norway and
Sweden have in the last two years
entered the market with a crop
taken from almost 12,000 fox
ranches., There are fox farms all
over Europe, in Russia, in Green-~
land, in Japan, in South America,

in Alaska, in China, and in Ice-
land. No one knows how . many
fox pelts are sold annually

throughout the world but a guess of
600.000 would probably be = some-
where near the correct figure.

In the United States fox farm-
crs are scattered over the north-
ern half of the country from Maine
to the Pacific, but 42 per cent. of
the foxes are bred and rajsed in
Wisconsin where the two largest
fur farms in the world are located,
Fromm Bros. and Herbert A. Nie-
man & Co. This year Nieman own-
cd some 42,000 foxes, Fromm 36,000;
of this tota] of 78,000 foxes, some
31,000 were breeders and about 47,-
000 were fox pups intended for the
market, But disease has probably
killed off from 8,000 to 10,000 of the
pups so that together Fromm and
Nieman will not be able to put
more than 40,000 pelts on the mar-
ket, 'Fromm claims that last year
it spent $70,000 for serum to pro-
tect its foxes from encephalitis,
but this disease still takes its toll.

far fewer than 40,000 pelts if they
which

pups to their breeding stock and
wait for next year.

The Fromms and Niemans are
cousins, In 1914 the Fromm boys
took up silver fox ranching and in
1920 John Nieman started ranch-
ing and for nine years the two
farms worked hand in hand. Seven
years ago they parted over the
question of whether they should
spend large sums on advertising
their foxes at style shows and in
women's fashion magazines as well
as in the fur journals. The Fromms
took their share of the foxes and
went the way of promotion, bent on
featuring foxes with pelts almost
white with silver. And Jlast year

‘parting of the ways and this year

Imitations of the silver fox are
made by “pointing” a dyed black
fox pelt; this is done by planting
on the hide glue-tipped badger
(shaving brush) hairs or hairs from
damaged silver fox pelts. A point-
ing job that might fool the novice
can be done for about $10, but to-
day there are only four fox-point-
ing concerns in Manhattan and
their business is small because of
the low price of the ordinary silver
fox pelts with which a pointed fox
can hope to compete,

To improve the value of a ting-
ed or “rusty” silver fox, one Man-
hattan firm, the Major Blue Blend-
ing Co., has discovered a way to
blend the pelt by spraying the
hairs with a dye that will elimin-
ate the reddish color without af-
fecting the white band. As far as
wear is concerned, the silver fox
is about on a par with ermine or
squirrel, ie., only slightly more
durable than the broadtail, chin-
chilla, mole, or rabbit, which are
four of the most perishable of
furs. Two or three years is about
the average live of a silver {fox
piece.”

Commenting on the above article,
which I believe my fox farming
‘friends will read with great inter-
est, I would say that it is surpris-
ing to say the least, to learn that
the losses on the Fromm and Nie-
man ranches run so high. Just a
week ago I had authoritive in-
formation that they had lost 7,000
foxes by disease this fall. It would
seem as though they are operating
literally with the sword of Da-
mocles suspended above them.

Their ranches would be extreme-
ly difficult ones to disinfect or take
precautions with, as the pens are
very large and the breeding foxes
are kept on the ground and the
pups raised on the ground, but
shifted from their breeding pens
in August to large runs in north-
ern Wisconsin. These' runs also
become contaminated and there is -
no possible way in which they could
be effectively disinfected. Sanita-
tion on the Fromm and Nieman
ranches could not be carried out
with any degree of efficiency. It
may. be that within five years time
their whole method of ranching
will have to undergo a change.
That is to say, they will have to
come to board floors and sheds in
order to perpctuate their activi-
ties. Omne of the largest ranchers
in the Canadian northwest farm-
ed on the Fromm plan for many
years, but last season came the

and next year he will build miles
of sheds to accomodate the foxes
that are to be pelted.

Tom Fraser when here, said
something that I did not get the
full significance of at the time. It
was that when the last bugle
sounded in the fox game—if such
ever came to pass—the survivors [
would be the individual farmers
raising the number of foxes that
they could comfortably take care
of .on their farms in addition to
their other work. Certainly it does
seem that the cost of raising a fox
on the Fromm or Nieman ranches,
notwithstanding the low price of
feeds, is much greater than in this
province.

On the other hand, the fox
farmers of the Canadian northwest
with their proximity to low cost
foods have a present day advant-
age over us of some three to six
do'lars per pelt, and @ they have

Fromm spent $150,000 advertising
its “bright with silver” foxes, an
average of about $10 per fox pelt
sold. John Nieman kept on rais-
ing foxes without ballyhoo or |
emphasis on any particular type.
Both have prospered, but owing to
the present preference of most U.S.
women for foxes that are heavily
silvered, Fromm has. built ‘up a
more profitable product.

With more than twice as many
silver foxes being sold in the U.S.
today as were sold in 1929, the
fox farmers in this country would
seem to be in a thriving industry.
But last year a tremendous Nor-
wegian crop came flooding onto
the London market, ard even with
the 50 per cent duty enough of
these pelts reached the U.S. to give
fox farmers in this country plenty
to think about. Europe has long
been the dumping ground for
those fox skins that show too little
silver to -suit U.S. customers; now,
with Norway satisfying European
the possibilities of over-
production in the domestic mar-
ket are certainly far from fantastic.

Rarest of all foxes in nature is
the pure black. Thirty years ago
their skins cost more than the sil-
ver fox pelts. But with white foxes
plentiful and red foxes too plenti-
ful, it is today an easy matter for
the dyer to produce an almost per-
fect imitation of the bhlack fox.

PELTING TIME IS
NEARING

Be sure that YOU get the
best possible returns from
your pelts this year

USE

Royél Fox Cubes

They will give your foxes
the finish that will top the
market.

The St. John Milling
Company Ltd.

Saint John, N.B.

been getting along mostly with
ground floor pens; free from the

-now en route to Summerside where

~ DECEMRBEP

Hudson’s Bay Co.

Beaver House

Great Trinity Lane
London, England

SPECIAL
AUCTION
SALE

of
SILVER FOX
FURS

Jan. 6, 1937

Last receiving date in
i London
December 28, 1936

Latest shipping date
from Charlottetown

December 11, 1936

Send or bring your furs
to

McLure
and
‘MacKinnon

112 Kent St.
Charlottetown

W. CHESTER S. McLURE

Entrance to Hudson’s Bay Warehouse
Where your Silvers are sold

If your pelts are ready take advantage of this pre-Christmas Sale

W Budsons Dap Company,

INCORPORATED 2%? MAY 1670.

D. A. MacKINNON, LT. COL f

Receiving Representatives

pups cost. However they too are liable
to experience at any time, trouble
from disease which the fox farm-
er here raising his foxes on board
floors and in sheds is not so apt to
encounter, providing he uses' dis-
infectants regularly in the process
of cleaning out the various com-
partments,

The P. E. Island Fur Pool,
through its manager, Mr. P. G.
Clark, entered into an arrange-
ment while in London to have a
permanent representative resident
in that metropolis and in contact
therefrom with all other European
marts. This gentleman was for
twenty years in the employ of
Fredk Huth & Co., London, and
had considerable to do with Huth's
fur business and particularly the
private treaty department. He is

he will become conversant with
conditions in this province from the
fur farmer’s standpoint, and
complete arrangements with Mr.

labor expense which shed raised

Clark, re representation overscas.

e
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NOTES

A ROYAL REBUKE

The divinity that doth hedge a
King gets many a jar in these
enlightened (?) days. On the oc-
casion of the garden party in Lon-
don at which the pilgrims to Vimy
Ridge were present, His Majesty
King Edward VIII had to run the
gauntlet of a good deal of “back-
slapping.” He is said to have en-
joyed this a great deal more than
his suite did: at any rate he kept
“smilin‘ through”—which was good
philosophy anyway, In Wales, still
later, the welcome was not quite
So tumultuous, but was as truly
unconventional.

All of which reminds me of an-
other Edward—the seventh of that
name. Before he came to the
throne, he “kept open house, like
a good old English gentleman, all
of the olden time,” and sometimes
his company enjoyed themselves
not wisely but too well. In the bil-
llard room one night, the Prince
was winning all along the line, to
the evident admiration of all his
guests—excepting the lozer. One of
his _admirers, who had been ap-
plying himself diligently to the
whisky decanter, in his exuberance
reached out and slapped the Prince
on the back, in appreciation of a
lucky stroke. His Royal Highness,
who, despite his natural geniality,
never forgot the deference due to
a man of pedigree, straightened up,
looked coldly upon the offender,
and turning to the company, quiet-
ly said: “Take that gentleman
home!” That gentleman must have
felt cheap when he thought it out
afterwards, A kind of modern eq-
uivalent for “off with his head; so
much for Buckingham!”

A few years ago, there was quite
a vogue of backslapping here, and
I remember feeling that the gest-
ure was hollow and insincere: I
saw that those who excelled in the
“slapping" were just as active in
“backbiting” afterwards. Happily
the former has died out; may the
latter follow!

A ROYAL ROMANCE

time-stained manuscripts of the
antiquaries, rather than in the
accepted writings of the historians;
and with very little exception it is
equally worthy of belief. While
reading one of Tennyson’s earlier
poems the other day, I was at-
tracted by the verses—
‘Alas! alas!'-a-low voice, full of
care,
Murmur'd beside me: ‘Turn and
look on me:
I am that Rosamond, whom men
call fair,
If what I was I be.
‘Would I had been some maiden
coarse and poor!
O me, that I should ever see
the light!
Those dragon
Eleanor
Do hunt me, day and night.
Fair Rosamond! Where shall we
turn for ber story? Tennyson hints
that Queen Eleanor, consort of
Henry II, was to blame for her
death, but' no mention is made of
her by the historians Greene,
Merklejohn, and others, When we
turn to the old English annalist,
Stowe, we have almost the first
crude account of the supposed tra-
gedy in these words: “Rosamond,
the fayre daughter of Walter Lord
Clifford, concubine to Henry II
(poisoned by Queen Elianor, as
some thought) dyed at Woodstocke
(AD. 1177) where King Henry had
made for her a house of wonderful
working” Iet us go back and
consider the dramatis perzonae.
Henry the Second, one of. Eng-
land’s most efficient rulers, was a
strong (but not a silent) monarch.
In his youth he bore no higher
title than Count of Anjou, but his
marriage with Eleanor of Guienne
brought him most of western
France, and gave him more terri-
tory than that of the King of
France himself. Eleanor had been
divorced from King Louis VII of
France after sixteen years of wed-
ded life, and the young Count (then
in his nineteenth year) married her
six weeks after her divorce, It will
be seen that the marriage was
purely one of interest; there was,
besides the great disparity of age,

eyes of angerd

There is a history of Britain

which must be looked for in the

more than a suspidlon that the di-

/

try in which the queen had been in-
volved. Two years after this ill-assor-
ted marriage Henry became King.of
England (1154) and his reign op-
ened auspiciou:ly. “He was young
—only twenty-one — of matchless
strength of body which nothing
could tire, learned, gay, kind-heart-
ed, brave, active, industrious, and
with splendid abilities.” It was he
that founded the law-courts and
the assize circuits, to enzire
tice to his subjects, and with the
same object he demoiishcd mos. 0.
the baronial castles built in Ste-
phen's time. 4

Almost at the beginning of his
reign he became enamoured of the
beautiful Rosamond Clifford, and
his attachment being returned, he
built for her a “worderful hous "
at Woodstock, the lower story
Stowe say:) designed like a ‘i
with many intricate passages, so
that none could gain access to the
fair occupant but “e “that was in-
structed by the King or such as
were right secret with him touch-
ing the matter.” *“This house af-
ter some time was named Labyrin-
thus or Dedalus work"—that is,
some called this house “The Laby-
rinth,” Hearne, another antiquary,
writing in 1718, said that the foun-
dations of a very large building
were still to be seen “by the pool
at Woodstock,” which were believ-
ed to be the remains of Rosamond’s
labyrinth.

Here were born two sons to
Henry, . Willlam and Geoffrey —
Willlam  surnamed Longue-espe
(Long-sword) became Earl of Sal-
isbury. Geoffrey, Rosamond’s youn-
ger son, became Bishop of Lincoln.
An old M.S. in the Cotton Library
says. of - “Geoffrey . Plantagenet”:
“Natus -est 5 Henry II (1159) Fac-
tus miles 25 Henry II (1179) Elect.
in Episcop, Lincoln (1182)". That
{5, he was born in 1159, Knighted
in 1179 and made Bishop in 1182.
Queen Eleanor was well aware of

(as

wze!’

on account of some affairs of gallan-" w

| life.” Among the many fine sculp-

encouraged
them- to rebel against Henry, whose
last days were embittered by their
unfilial conduct. It was during
the troubles that sprang up on all
sides of Henry, that the Queen
made her way to Woodstock, and,
(it is said) by means of a silken
clew, traversed the labyrinth to
Rosamond’s presence. An old bal-
lad, printed in London in 1612, says
that the Queen forced her to drink
a cup of poison, but none of the
antiquaries of the time record such
a deed; nevertheless all agree that
“upon Rosamond she so vented her
spleene, as the lady lived not long
after.”

Rosamond - was buried in the
middle of the choir at Godstow,in
the nunnery where she had once
lived “in the innocent part of her

tures on her tomb was a Cup or
Chalice, and perhaps this, in after
times, gave rise to the story of the
poisoning. The tomb (which bore
a punning kind of epitaph begin-
ning “Hic Jjacet in tumba, Rosa
mundi non Rosa munda’—) Ie-
mained unmolested till 1191, when
Hugh, Bishop of Lincoln “entering
the church to pray,” enquired who
was buried there. “He was answer-
ed that it was the tomb of Roa-
mond that was sometime lemman
to Henry IL.” Then quoth the Bish-
op, “Take out of this place th
harlot, and bury her without the
church, lest Chritian religion
should grow in contempt”.. .So the
Bishop caused the tomb to be re-
moved to the churchyard \\'lfcre it
stood till destroyed at the dissolu-
tion of the nursery. Speed's "H.ls-
tory of Henry II" :ays that King
Jchn repaired the convent at God-
stow and endowed it with _vea_rl)t
revenues “that these holy Virgins
might releeve with their \
the soules of his father King Hen-
rie, and of Lady Rosamund there
interred.

these matters, and whgrL her sons

(Continued on page 111::
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WE SUPPLY
All kinds of feed materi

Mixed Car Shipments for Economy
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